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TO THE READER. 



The observations which we deemed it expedient to make in our last 
number^ must have suggested to our readers the necessity of directing our 
energies in future to the condition of the professedly emancipated slaves 
of our own colonies. In suspending this monthly publication for the 
present^ we must protest against the inference being drawn that we feel 
less interested in American Abolition movements^ or that we shall watch 
with less anxiety the progress of the cause of justice and freedom there ; 
but we do feel that^ as a nation^ we are too deeply implicated in the chi. 
canery and deception which are practised in our own colonies^ to warrant 
the withdrawal of any portion of our efforts to nations over whom we 
have no political influence, and where our national character is no ways 
implicated. 

But^ while relinquishing this publication in its present shape^ we shall 
have frequent opportunities, in periodicals, newspapers, and other 
mediums of a public description, of keeping the cause of the American 
Philanthropists before the eye of British Christians. Thi^ we shall 
ever consider our paramount duty ; and we shall attend to it from a full 
conviction that no human instrumentality is so effective in showing the 
man-stealer his guilt, as in the constant exposure of his conduct be- 
fore those, with whom he wishes to stand on terms of amicable and 
friendly equality. In a slave state, the whole atmosphere is tainted ; one 
man keeps another in countenance ; the heart is hardened by what the 
eyes every day behold ; and it is only by bringing his arbitrary and despotic 
institutions into frequent juxta-position with the free and equal laws of 
other nations, that we can shame him out of practices which are as much 
a disgrace to his character as they are a clog to his prosperity. 

We must also warn our American Mends from being in the least degree 
disheartened in their onward course by what is occurring in our Colonies. 
We there see a practical proof of what has been frequently asserted, both 
by American and British philanthropists, that the chief difficulty in 
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effecting emancipation rests with the master and not with the slave. In 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred the slave would do his duty^ if the 
master could be made to do his. If any apprenticeship were required^ it 
is the planter should be made to serve it ; and if any legitimate motive 
could be urged for gradual^ rather than immediate^ emancipation^ it would 
arise from the side of the master^ and not the slave^ in order to instil into 
a hearty which the system has depraved^ the principles of justice^ and 
mercy^ and truth. It is^ indeed^ a very hard lesson for him to learn , 
when he is required to treat those as men and women^ endowed with liber, 
ties and privileges equal to himself, whom he has ^m childhood regarded 
merely as beasts of burden^ a kind of intelligent animal, made to serve 
the interests and obey the will of others. 

Our experience will also serve as an example to the friends of the op. 
pressed in other countries, to show them how utterly futile is the attempt 
to legislate by foreign authority for the proper treatment of the slave, 
while arbitrary power is vested in the master ; or so to leave the victim 
in his hands as to prevent his escape from ill-treatment, or to seek his 
own market for his industry. If this had been secured to the apprentices 
in our colonies, the entire apparatus of stipendiary magistrates might have 
been dispensed with. As the case now stands, so much is still left for 
the philanthropists of our country to accomplish on the behalf of our own 
slave population, that the whole moral force of the religious public must 
be again brought to bear upon the subject. Already have a great number 
of the old anti.slavery societies been re-organized ; public meetings are 
being held in various parts of the country ; strong demonstrations are 
made to those who solicit our votes as members of parliament; pam. 
phlets and addresses are in free circulation ; and we cannot but entertain 
the fullest conviction that, however the confidence of the British Parlia. 
ment has been abused by the abettors of tyranny abroad, that ultimately 
the strength of the British arm will be felt, slavery will be abandoned in 
practice ias it is now abolished in law ; and that the example which Britain 
has set, will, in due time, be followed by other nations, till a system so 
accursed in its nature and its effects shall be altogether banished from the 
abodes of men. 
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THE EDITOR'S ADDRESS TO THE READER. 

In commencing the present publication, the editor is desirous of stating 
the principles on which it will be conducted, and the objects it is designed 
to subserve. It has originated in the deep interest recentlj awakened 
amongst British Christians in the character and extent of the slave system 
existing amongst their American brethren. The real nature and operation 
of this unhallowed system has been but lately known. A presumption 
&YOurable to its character was derived from the religious profession of its 
apologists and defenders. The fact, that Christian men and Christian 
ministers gave it their countenance, and were deeply implicated in its 
support, led to a persuasion that its spirit must be mild, and its progress 
unmarked by those atrocities which had characterized the slavery of our 
own colonies. But recent communications have clearly established the 
painful and humiliating &ct, that in America, the land of boasted freedom 
and religious privilege, the inherent depravity of the slave system has been 
signally displayed in effecting one of the most disastrous triumphs over the 
charities of our nature and the principles of our &ith which history records. 
Its effect upon the slave and his master, upon the social commimity and 
the Christian church, is such as friUy to identify it with that monstrous 
system of wickedness against which the energies and prayers of British 
Christians have been so lately arrayed. The knowledge of these facts has 
enkindled a deep and absorbing interest in a large portion of the religious 
people of this empire, and the inquiry is now becoming general. What can 
me do to rescue ChrittianUy from reproach^ and to save our American brethren 
from the natural consequences of their guilt in upholding this horrid system 
of impiety a/nd wrong ? It is to meet this inquiry, and to aid in the adop- 
tion of such measures as are calculated to arouse the conscience and to call 
forth the religious principles of the people of the United States, that this 
periodical 13 commenced* 

B 



2 Th& Editor^s Address to the Reader, 

It will treat slavery as a palpable violation of the divine law, — as an 
act of injustice towards man, and of impiety towards God,^-a sin to be re- 
pented of and forsaken, rather than an evil to be mitigated or a misfortune 
to be mourned over. The imperative obligation of Christians to seek its 
destructioi^ wiH be urgently enforced, and the delusive character of the 
pleas which are urged in defence of silence and inactivity will be fearlessly 
exposed. At the same time, it will be the anxious aim of the editor to 
avoid eveiy expression that shall be unnecessarily offensive and irritating. 
He will endeavour to unite a temperate and conciliatory address with an 
uncompromising advocacy of those principles with which slavery is essen- 
tially incompatible. 

In his deUneation of the American slave system, the editor will scrupu- 
lously adhere to facts : truth needs not the aid of fiction in order to the 
accomplishment of its benevolent designs ; much less can its interests be 
advanced by the inventions of falsehood, or the reports of slander. The 
assistance he has engaged, and the sources of information which are open 
to him, leave no doubt on his mind of his being able to present to his 
readers an accurate and full-length portraiture of the slave system as it is 
interwoven with the social compacts and religious operations of America. 
It will be his especial aim to point out its injurious influence on the religious 
sensibilities and character of the people of that coimtry, for which purpose 
an extensive correspondence will be conducted with Christian ministers and 
other gentlemen residing there. 

The present publication is also designed to be a magazine of information, 
from which American abolitionists and their countrymen at large may learn 
what is taldng place amongst us in reference to this great moral question. 
The movements of religious bodies in their intercourse with America, 
together with the resolutions passed at various meetings throughout the 
country, will be fidthfully recorded ; and no effort will be spared by which 
the moral influence of British Christians may be made to bear on the 
extinction of an evil which defaces the beauty and enfeebles the energies of 
the transatlantic churches. 

While the editor's attention will be principally toected to American 
slavery, it wiU not be confined to it. He will supply intelligence respecting 
anti-slavery operations throughout the world, and will omit no opportunity 
of enforcing upon Christians, at home and abroad, by every argument 
derived from religious principle and political expediency, the sacred duty of 
immediate and total emancipation. 

To such as approve of his design, the editor appeals for support. Should 
the public patronize his imdertaking, he will rejoice in the opportunity 
afforded him of again advocating a cause, for which he formerly sacrificed 
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lieaitli, and endangered his ministerial existence. But should it be other- 
wise, he will have the satisfaction of having endeayoured, to the extent of 
his ability, and in the only mode of which his present circumstances admit, 
to discharge a duty which conscience deems imperative^ and in which aU^ 
the purest sentiments of his heart find an appropriate sphere of op^ation. 



BRIEF NOTICES OF THE PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE OF 
ABOLITION IN THE UNITED STATES. 

The origin of the present Anti-slaveiy movement in the United States of 
America caonot be traced farther back than 1829^ when the talented and 
intrepid William Lloyd Garrison publicly declared himself the zealous and 
uncompromising advocate of universal immediate emancipation. Previously to 
that period, many Individuals had pleaded the cause of the oppressed slaves in 
North America with great fervour and ability^ but none had distinguished 
himself more than Benjamin Lundy^ whose self-denying labours in behalf of 
oppressed humanity have won for him the admiration of all who have marked 
his course. 

In August^ 1829, William Lloyd Garrison issued proposals for publishing his 
celebrated newspaper, " The Liberator." This production, full of energetic 
appeal and heart-stirring eloquence, was eminently calculated to awaken public 
attention to the great moral enterprise in which he had engaged, and to which 
he had solemnly devoted his talents and his life. He took his stand on the 
inalienable rights of man, and the essential sinfulness of slavery, and fearlessly 
proclaimed the doctrine of " immediate and entire emancipation.'* It was Mr. 
Garrison's intention to have published his paper at Washington, *' the mother 
of abominations" in all that respects American slavery, but was prevented from 
carrying his design into effect by the removal of " The Genius of Universal 
Emancipation,'' edited by his friend and fellow-labourer, Mr. Lundy, to the seat 
of the national government. He therefore determined to unfurl '^ the Standard 
of Emancipation in the eyes of the nation within sight of Bunker HiU, and in 
the birth-place of Liberty." — Boston. 

The first number of " The Liberator" was Issued on the first of January, 
1831, and forms an epoch in the history of American Slavery* In this power- 
fully- writ^n paper he says : " I shall not array myself as the political partizan 
of any man. In defending the great cause of human rights, 1 wish to derive 
the assistance of all religions and of aU parties." ''I shall strenuously contend 
for the immediate enfranchisement of our slave population." " I am in earnest 
— I will not equivocate — I will not excuse— I wiU not retreat a single inch — 
AND I WILL BE HEARD. The apathy of the people is enough to make every 
statue leap from its pedestal, and to hasten the resurrection of the deadf.*^ 

In a beautiful address to the slaves he says : 

** Not by the sword shall your deliverance be ; 
Not by the shedding of your masters' blood * 
Not by rebellion, or foul treachery, 
Upspringing suddenly, like swelung flood : 
Revenge and Rapine ne'er did brins forth good.. 
God's time is best ! nor will it long delay : 
Even now your barren cause begins to bud, 
And glorious shall the fruit be ! Watch and pray ;- 
for, lo ! the kindling dawn that ushers in the day ! ** 
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In the succeeding number Mr. Garrison says: *^We do not give up our 
countiy as sealed over to destruction^ nor our countrymen as incorrigibly 
"wicked. We have unshaken reliance in the omnipotence of truth. We still 
believe that the demands of justice will be satisfied ; that the voice of mercy 
will melt the most adamantine hearts ; and that the land will be redeemed and 
regenerated through an enlightened and eneigetic public opinion. As long as 
there remains a single copy of the Declaration of American Independence^ or 
of the Bible^ in our land^ we will not despair." 

Steady to his purpose^ depending on the goodness of his cause and the 
divine blessing — ^in the face of opposition unparsJleled for its malignity^ extent, 
and continuance, in modem times — in prison and out of prison — and with the 
prospect of a violent death continually before him, this extraordinary man has 
for six years been the pole-star of abolition to his countrymen; and has succeeded 
in establishing the cause of human rights among them on an imperishable basis. 

Af^/Cr twelve months of unceasing labour, privation, and suffering, Mr. Garri- 
son had the happiness to unite with a few other noble-minded individuals, on 
the 1st January, 1832, in the establishment of " The New England Anti-slavert 
Society.'' This was an important point gained to the cause of abolition, inas- 
much as this Society became the nucleus of other associations of a similar 
character, and finally led to the formation of that magnificent institution, '* The 
American Anti-slavery Society." 

The great principles enunciated, and the objects set forth, in the preamble 
and constitution of the Society, enforced in a powerful address to the public, 
became the text book of the abolitionists throughout the land. The following 
passages, extracted from that address, will show the spirit in which its managers 
proposed to carry on its operations. 

" The object of our Society," say they, " is neither war nor sedition. Although 
the sufferings of that class of our brethren for whose rights we plead, are immea- 
surably greater than would be deemed sufficient with any other people to gird 
on the armour and march to the field of battle and of blood ; yet, we hope ever 
to imbibe the spirit of Him who says, ' Resist not evil * — ^ they that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword.' Governed by such a spirit, the weapons of 
our warfare can never be camaL The only influence we can exert must be that 
of moral suasion, and not of coercion. In the truth, and the God of truth 
alone, we trust for the success of our exertions ; and with the truth, and in the 
name of the God of truth, we plead for the cause of humanity." 

''The fundamental principle upon which our constitution is based, is our 
Saviour's golden rule :* ' All things whatsoever ye would Ihat men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them,* Hence the grand articles of our creed : ' That God 
hath made of one hlood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth;' — 'that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights; and that among these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness." 

" We beUeve that slavery is an evil now; and, of course, the slaves ought to 
be now emancipated * » ♦ « * every principle which 

proves slavery unjust, an evil, and a curse, equally demonstrates the duty of 
immediate manumission." 

Such are the principles and spirit in which the New England Anti-slavery 
Society entered upon its noble career. Uncheered by the countenance of the 
influential — unsupported by the gold of the wealthy — unsustained even by the 
prayers of the church — execrated at the south, and despised at the north — ^it 
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circulated the truth; it brought ''to light the bidden works of darkness;" it 
put the brand of moral reprobation on the slave system ; and^ under the divine 
blessings has already achieved a great triumph for humanity. 

At the first anniversary meeting of the Society it vras resolved : " That the 
formation of a National Anti-Slavety Society is essential to the complete 
regeneration of public sentiment on the subject of slavery, and to the speedy 
overthrow of that iniquitous system; and that the board of managers be 
authorized to call a national meeting of the friends of abolition for the purpose 
of organizing such a Society^ at such time and place as they shall deem 
expedient." 

In the report of the managers presented to this meeting is the following 
passage : '' The immediate abolition of slavery will purify the churches at the 
souths which are now red with innocent blood, and ' filled vnth all unrighteous- 
ness.' It is impossible that religion should prosper, when the pastors and 
members of churches trade in the souls of men ! ' How is the gold become 
dim ! How is the most fine gold changed ! The whole head is sick, the whole 
heart is faint.' Now abolish slavery, and the gospel will have free course, run, 
and be glorified ; salvation will flow in a current broad and deep ; and for a 
short time only can it be reproachfully said, that there exist two millions of 
slaves in a Christian land." 

In the early part of the year 1833, Mr. Garrison was deputed to this countiy 
on an Anti-slavery mission. It is needless to add how well he executed the 
duties devolved on him. Whilst here he effectually exposed the nature, 
operations, and tendencies of the American Colonization Society. He showed 
that, notwithstanding all its specious pretences, it was foimded on prejudice 
against colour, and was practically, if not essentially, a pro-slavery institution. 
He took with him, on his return to his native land, the celebrated ''Protest'' 
against it, signed by Wilberforce, Macaulay, Buxton, Cropper, George Stephen, 
and other leading abolitionists. The publication of that important document 
in the United States fell like a thunder-bolt on that in&mous scheme. Its most 
active, inielligent, and conscientious supporters are rapidly vdthdrawing them- 
selves from its pernicious influence, and arraying themselves on the side of th'*: 
abolitionists. Such men as Bimey and Thome, Jay and Smith, have given ist 
their adhesion to the principles of the American Anti-slavery Society. The two 
first were slave-holders in Kentucky, and both have manmnitted their slaves, 
and are now efficient labourers in the cause of negro emancipation. Judge Jay 
has written an elaborate work on Colonization and Abolition, in which he fully 
detects and exposes the character of the former, and establishes the claims of 
the latter to the zealous support of American philanthropists. Gerrit Smith 
until a recent period a pillar of the Colonization Society, has now become the 
munificent supporter of its antagonist, the American Anti-slaveiy Society. Other 
triumphs of a similar nature might be recorded, but these are given to show the 
class of men who are now rallying round the standard of immediate and entire 
emancipation in America, and who are destined to deliver their country from 
the disgrace and curse of slavery. 

It was during this year, also, that the New York City Antinslavery Society 
was formed, and " The Emancipator," a weekly abolition publication, issued. 
This new auxiliary in the good cause was chiefly supported by that eminent 
philanthropist, Arthur Tappan ; and is now the official oigan of the American 
Antinslavery Society, having a very extensive circulation throughout the whole 
country, and exercising a most powerful influence, by the admirable spirit and 
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ability with which it is conducted^ over the public mind. Id its declaration of 
principles^ after having asserted the inherent right of every human being to 
"life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," and denounced slavery as "unjust, 
cruel, oppressive, and dangerous,'' and as a direct violation of the divine law, 
** Thou shalt not steal," it says : " This paper will advocate the entire and 
IMMEDIATE EMANCIPATION OF ALL SLAVES. Sucha couTSo will be advocated, because 
it is the only just, wise, safe, and advantageous course which can be pursued. 
Facts will be adduced to support appeals ; appeals will be made in the spirit of 
kindness ; kindness will be sustained by the force of conviction ; conviction will 
be grounded on the power of truth ; truth will be persevered in, until labour 
shall cease." * 

In pursuance of the resolution of the New England Anti-slavery Society, a 
convention was called, and was attended by sixty-two delegates from various 
states, who met together at Philadelphia for the purpose of forming a National 
Anti-slavery Society. The sittings o£ this convention lasted three days, during 
which every branch of the great subject of emancipation was fully and ably 
discussed. Every day's proceeding was opened and concluded with solemn 
prayer, and was eminently characterized by the spirit of fraternal love and 
unanimity. 

Among the various resolutions passed by the convention it is most gratifying 
to find the following, viz, : " Resolved — That this convention, acting under a 
sense of dependance on Almighty God for the accomplishment of die object 
they have assembled to promote, do affectionately recommend to the Christian 
church throughout the land, to observe the last Monday evening of each month 
in a religious manner, to seek and implore the divine aid in behalf of the 
enslaved and the free people of colour." 

This emphatic recognition of the divine agency as necessary to the prosperous 
issue of their cause, forcibly appeals to the pious and prayerful sympathies of 
British Christians ; and it is earnestly hoped, that not a few of them will unite 
with their transatlantic brethren on the last Monday in each month, to implore 
the divine blessing on their " work of faith and labour of love." 

At the conclusion of its labours the following Declaration of Sentiments was 
imanimously adopted, and under feelings of the deepest responsibility signed by 
the members of the convention. A more important and eloquent exposition of 
Anti-slavery principles was perhaps never written. No hesitation is, therefore^ 
felt in recording the whole of it in these pages. It is worthy of bein^ 
inscribed in letters of gold. 

The Convention assembled in the city of Philadelpliia, to organize a National Anti- 
Slavery Society, promptly seize the opportcmity to promulgate the following Declaratioa 
of Sentiments, as cherished by them in relation to the enslavement of one-sixth portion 
of the American people. 

More than fifty-seven years have elapsed since a band of patriots convened in this 
place, to devise measures for the deliverance of this country from a foreign yoke. The 
corner-stone upon which they founded the Temple of Freedom was broadly this — " That 
all men are created equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalien- 
able rights ; that among these are life, Libbrtt, and the pursuit of happiness." At the 
sound of their trumpet-call, three millions of people rose up as from the sleep of death, 
and rushed to the strife of blood ; deeming it more glorious to die instantly as freemen, 
than desirable to live one hour as slaves. They were few in nnmber — ^poor in resources; 
but the honest conviction that Truth, Justice, and Bight were on their side,, made them 
invincible. 
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W« have met together for tbe acihieTeineat of an anterpriae, withotft wluch, that of our 
fathers is incomplete, and which, for its magnitude, solemnity, and probable results upon 
the destiny of the world, as far transcends theirs, as moral truth does physical force. 

In Tpvaity of motire, in earnestness of zeal, in decision of purpose, in intrepidity of ac- 
tion, in steadfastness of faith, in sincerity of spirit, we would not be inferior to them. 

Their principles led them to wage war i^painst their oppressors, and to spill human 
blood like water, in order to be free. Ours forbid the doing of evil that good may c(»ne, 
and lead us to reject, and to entreat the oppressed to reject, the use of all carnal weapons 
for delirerance from bondage—relying solely upon those which are spiritual, and mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong holds. 

Their measures wese physical resistance-— the marshalling in arms — ^the hostile array-— 
the mortal encounter. Ours shall be such only as the opposition of moral purity to moral 
corruption — ^the destruction of error by the potency of truth — ^the overthrow of prejudice 
by the power of lore — and the abolition of slavery by the spirit of repentance. 

Their grievances, great as they were, were trifling in comparison with the wrongs and 
Bufferings of those, for whom we plead. Our fathers were never slaves — ^never bought 
and sold like cattle — ^never shut out from the light of knowledge and religion — never sub- 
jected to the lash of brutal taskmasters. 

But those, for whose emancipation we are striving^ — constituting at tiie present time 
at least one-sixth part of our countrymen, — are recognized by the laws, and treated by 
their fellow-beings as marketable commodities — as goods and chattels — as brute beasts ; 
are plundered daily of the fruits of their toil without redress ; — ^really enjoy no constitu- 
tional nor legal protection from licentious and murderous outrages upon tiiieir persons ;— 
are ruthlessly torn asimder — ^the tender babe &om the arms of ita frantic mother — the 
heart-broken wife from her weeping husband — at the caprice or pleasure of irresponsible 
tyrants ; — and, for the crime of having a dark complexion, suffer the pangs of hunger, the 
infliction of stripes, and the ignominy of brutal servitude. They are kept in heathenidi 
darkness by laws expressly enacted to make their instruction a criminal offence. 

These are the prominent circumstances in the condition of more than Two Millions of 
our people, the proof of which may be found in thousands of indisputable facts, and in 
the laws of the slave-holding States. 

Hence we maintain — 

That in view of the civil and religious privileges of this nation, the guilt of its oppres- 
sion is unequalled by any other on the face of the earth ; — and, therefore, — ^That it is 
bound to repent instantly, to undo the heavy burden, to break every yoke, and to let the 
oppressed go free. 

We further maintain — That no man has a right to enslave or imbrute his brother — ^to 
hold or acknowledge him, for (me moment, as a piece of merchandise— to keep back his 
hire by fraud — or to brutalize his mind by den3ring him the means of intellectual, social, 
and moral improvement. 

The right to enjoy liberty is inalienable. To invade it, is to usurp the prerogative of 
Jehovah. Every man has a right to his own body — ^to the products of his own labour — 
to the protection of law — and to the common advantages of socie^. It is piracy to buy 
or steal a native African, and subject him to servitude. Surely the sin is as great to en- 
slave an American as ao African. 

Therefore we believo and affirm — ^That there is no difference iu principle, between the 
African slave-trade and American slavery ; — 

That every American citizen, who retains a human being in involuntary bondage, is, 
according to Scripture, a man-stealer ; — 

That the slaves ought instantly to be set free, and brought under the protection of 
law; — 

That if they had lived from the time of Pharaoh down to the present period, and had 
been entailed through successive generations, their right to be free could never have been 
alienated, but their claims would have constantly risen in solemnity; — 
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That all those laws which are now in force, admittmg the right of slavery, are, there- 
fore, before God, utterly null and void ; being an audacious usurpation of the Divine 
prerogative, a darixi^ infringement on the law of nature, a base overthrow of the very 
foundations of the social compact, a complete extinction of aU the relations, endearments, 
and obligations of mankind, and a presumptuous transgression of all the holy command- 
ments — and that, therefore, they ought to be instautly abrogated. 

We further believe and affirm — 

That all persons of colour who possess the qualifications which are demanded of others, 
ought to be admitted forthwith to the enjojrment of the same privileges, and the exercise 
of the same prerogatives as others ; and tiiat the paths of preferment, of wealth, and of 
intelligence, shall be opened as widely to them as to persons of a white complexion. 

We maintain that no compensation should be given to the planters emancipating their 
slaves — 

Because it would be a surrender of the ^reat fiindamental principle, that man cannot 
hold property in man ; — 

Because slavery is a crime, and therefore it is not an article to be sold ; — 

Because the holders of slaves are not the just proprietors of what they claim ;~freeing 
the slaves is not depriving them of property, but restoring it to the right owner ; — it is 
not wronging the master, but righting the slave — restoring him to himself; — 

Because immediate and general emancipation would only destroy nominal, not real 
property ; it would not amputate a limb or break a bone of the slaves, but by infusing 
motives into their breasts, would make them doubly valuable to the masters as free la- 
bourers; and 

Because if compensation is to be given at all, it should be given to the outraged and 
guiltless slaves, and not to those who have plundered and abused them. 

We regard as delusive, cruel, and dangerous, any scheme of expatriation which pre- 
tends to aid, either directly or indirectly, in the emancipation of the slaves, or to be a 
substitute for the immediate and total abolition of slavery. 

We fully and unanimously recognise the sovereignty of each State, to legislate exclu- 
sively on the subject of the slavery which is tolerated within its limits. We concede that 
Congress, under the present national compact, has no right to interfere with any of the 
slave States, in relation to this momentous subject. 

But we maintain that Congress has a right, and is solemnly bound, to stippress the 
domestic slave-trade betweoi the several States, and to abolish slavery in those portions 
of our territory which the constitution has placed under its exclusive jurisdiction. 

We also maintain that there are, at the present time, the highest obligations resting 
upon the people of the free States, to remove slavery by moral and political action, as 
prescribed in the Constitution, of the United States. They are now living under a pledge 
of their tremendous physical force to fasten the galling fetters of tyranny upon the limbs 
of millions in the southern States ; — ^they are liable to be called at any moment to suppress 
a general insurrection of the slaves ; — ^they authorize the slave-owner to vote for three- 
fifths of his slaves as property, and thus enable him to* perpetuate his oppression ; — ^they 
support a standing army at the south for its protection ; — and they seize the slave who 
has escaped into their territories, and send him back to be tortured by an enraged master 
or a brutal driver. 

This relation to slavery is criminal and full of danger — it must be broken up. 

These are our views and principles — ^these, our designs and measures. With entire 
•confidence in the over-ruling justice of God, we plant ourselves upon the Declaration of 
our independence, and upon the truths of Divine Revelation, as upon the Everlasting 
Rock. 

We shall organize Anti-Slavery Societies, if possible, in every city, town, and village 
of our land. 

We shall send forth agents to lift up the voice of remonstrance, of warning, of entreaty, 
and rebuke. 
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We shall circulate, uiurparinglj and extensively, anti-slayeKy tnujts and periodicals. 
We shall enlist the Pulpit and the Press in the cause of the suffering and the dumb. 
We shall aim at a purification of the churches finm all participation in the guilt of 
slsTuy. 

We shall encourage the labour of freemen oyer that of dares, by giving a preference 
to their productions ; and 

We shall spare no exertions nor means to bring the whole nation to speedy repentance. 

Our trust for victory is solely in God. We may be personally defeated, but our prin- 
ciples never. Truth, Justice, and Humanity, must and wiU gloriously triumph. Abeady 
a host is coming up to the help of the Lord against the mighty, and the prospect before 
us is full of encouragement. 

Submitting this Declaration to the candid examination of the people of this country, 
and of the friends of liberty all over the world, we hereby affix our signatures to it ; 
pledging ourselves that, under the guidance and by the help of Almighty God, we will do 
all that in us lies, consistently with this Declaration of our principles, to overthrow the 
most execrable system of slavery that has ever been witnessed upon earth — to deliver our 
land firom its deadliest curse— to wipe out the foulest stain which rests upon our national 
escutcheon — and to secure to the coloured population of the United States all the rights 
and privileges which belong to them as men and as Americana — come what may to our 
persons, our interests, or our reputations — ^whether we live to witness the triumph of 
Justice, Liberty, and Humanity, or perish untimely as martyrs in this great, beoeTolaat, 
and holy cause. 



David Thurston 
Nathan Winslow 
Joseph Southwick 
James Frederick OtiB 
Isaac Winslow 
David Cambell 
Orson S. Murray 
Daniel S. Southmayd 
Effingham L. Capron 
Joshua Coffin 
Amos A. Phelps 
John G. Whittier 
Horace P. Wakefield 
James George Barbadoes 
David T. KimbaU, Ju 
Daniel £. Jewett 
John Beid Cambell 
Nathanael Southard 
Arnold Buffum 
William Green, Jun. 
Abraham L. Cox 
William GoodeU 
Elisha Wright, Jun. 
Charles W. Denison 
John Frost 
George Bourne 
Evan Lewis 
Edwin A. Atlee 
Robert Purvis 



Bartholomew Fussell 
David Jones 
Enoch Mack, 2d 
James Loughhead 
John M'Cullough 
Edwin P. Atlee 
James M. M'Kim 
William Lloyd Garrison 
Ray Potter 
John Prentice 
George W. Benson 
Samuel Joseph May 
Alpheus Kingsley, Jun. 
Edwin A. StiUman 
Simeon Smith Jocelyn 
Robert Bernard Hall 
Beriah Green 
Lewis Tappan 
John Rankin 
Aaron Vickers 
John R. Sleeper 
Lucius Gillingham 
John Sharp, Jun. 
James Mott 
James White 
Jonathan Parkhurst 
Chalkey Gillingham 
John M. Sturling 
Milton SuUiff 



10 Statitties o/i/te United SuOeti' Slaw Populaihti. 

Junes M'Cmmiiiell LeW Sudiff 

Tlioiiias Sliii^ef Thomas Wbitson 

Signed in the Adelphi Hall, in the City of Philadelphia, on the 6th day of December^ 
1833. 

These brief notices of the origin and progress of the abolition cause in 
America demonstrate its purely benevolent and religious character^ and the 
peaceful means by which it expects to accomplish its purpose. It is neither 
sectarian nor political in its spirit or designs. It aims at the overthrow of the 
most intolerable and iniquitous system of slavery which exists in the world. 
The men who conduct it are wise in counsel, and decisive in action ; and not> 
withstanding the fierce and brutal spirit with which they have been con- 
tinually assailed, it is clear that, from the success which has hitherto attended 
their labours, the doom of slavery is sealed. 



SLAVE TRADING AT NEW YORK. 
[From the Nino York Emanevpixtor,'] 

Thz Russian Flag. — It seems that the Emperor of Russia is determined that hw flag 
shall not be used with impunity in carrying on the accursed slave-trade. Reader ! what 
think you of " Hail Columbia, happy land/' when the Imperial Autocrat of all the Russias 
deems it necessary to authorize the following notice to he published in the newspapers of 
this republic 1 Has it c<»ne to this, that pirates — those enemies of the human race — ^the 
slave pirates, the most debased of all pirates, shall make their rendezvous in our harbours, 
fit out their vessels under our own eyes, and then put to sea in defiance of our laws and 
magistrates 1 It is even so. 

" Consular Notice. — Certain individuals, who, in defiance of the laws of their own 
country, still continue to engage in the African slave-trade, having givm cause for 
suspicion that they intend to make use of the Russian flag as a protection against the 
right of search and seizure, mutually assumed and conceded by the powers participating 
in the treaty foi; the suppression of this nefarious traffic, the undersigned, the Russian 
Consul General at New York, being specially instructed by his government, gives hereby 
public notice to all persons whom it may concern, that the Russian flag can in no case be 
resorted to without the previous permission of the Imperial government, and without 
legal ^authorization in due form, and in strict accordance with the laws of the empire ; 
that any proceeding to the contrary shall be considered as a fraud, exposing the persons 
guilty of it to all its consequences ; and that no slave trader, in any circumstances what- 
ever, when seised under the Russian flag, or otherwise, can invoke the aid of the Im- 
perial govsmment to screen him from just and well-merited punishment^ 

" Russe du Consulate General, New York, April 2, 1836. 

" Alexis Eustaphieve." 



STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES' SLAVE POPULATION. 

It is commonly supposed that the slavery of the United States is not, like that of the 
West India sugar colonies, eminently destructive to human Ufe. By many it is thought 
to be rather friendly to man, as a mere animal. A careful inspection of the census will 
show this to be a mistake. It will show a system by which nature's geometric power of 
increase is brought into full play to create a supply of life adequate to an enormously 
enhanced ammmptum. It will reveal some of the secrets of the internal slave-trade, and 
indicate with certainty a catastrophe, to which we are approaching. 

To place the necessary data before the reader, we give, first, a synopsis of the slave 
and free colored population, with the ratio of slaves to free whites in 1820 and 18dO. 
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Statittiet of the United States Slave Population, 



The ratio of the aggregate increase of the slaves in the slave states from 1820 to 1830 
was 2.8 per cent., per annum ; if we compare the increase of individual states with the 
increase by this ratio, we shall have the following result : — 



Loss from 1820 to 1830, in 

Delaware 2,661 

Maryland 38,797 

District of Columbia .... 2,300 

Virginia 91,549 

North Carolina %5,071 

South Carolina 25,849 

Kentucky 2,104 

188,331 



Gain in the same time, in 

Georgia 19,949 

Tennessee 35,842 

Alabama 62,259 

Mississippi 22,337 

Louisiana 18,407 

Missouri 11,595 

Arkansas 2,441 

Florida 15,501* 

188,331 



Thus in 10 years were 188,331 slaves transferred from the northeast to the southwest. 
A part of this transfer is due to emigration, but another cause will be shown by the 
following tables. 



No. XL 
PARTICULARS OF COLOURED POPULATION IN 1830. 



1-1 



M 



DISTRICTS. 



Delaware 

Maryland 

Dist. of Columbia. , 
Eastern Virginia . , . . 
Western Virginia. . . . 

North Carolma 

South Carolina 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Eastern Tennessee. • . 
Western Tennessee. . 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Eastern Louisiana. . . . 
Western Louisiana. . . 

Missouri 

Arkansas 

Florida 



Total. 

New Jersey. , 
Pennsylvania. 
Illinois 



Delaware.. .. 

Maryland 

United States. 



AOBt. 



Under 10. 



1,088 

34,882 

1,610 

147,824 

19,383 

90,838 

103,344 

76,469 

62,475 

6,675 

47,606 

43,223 

21,897 

18,888 

8,426 

9,483 

1,648 

5,061 



700,820 
13 
55 
242 



5,151 
16,221 
96,004 



Of 10 and 
under 24. 



1,470 

33,995 

2,294 

118,648 

17,190 

75,607 

90,117 

68,170 

54,795 

6,256 

41,320 

39,222 

21,634 

25,146 

9,393 

8,969 

1,650 

4,951 



620,827 

32 

208 

246 



4,618 
13,412 
91,217 



Of 94 and 
under 3d. 



475 
17,177 

1,154 
75,073 

9,043 
40,307 
62,399 
39,967 
27,374 

2,755 
20,728 
22,188 
13,930 
22,443 

6,875 

4,257 
794 

3,391 



370,330 

819 

47 

137 



2,749 

9,409 

60,191 



Of 36 and 
under 55. 



163 

11,464 

766 

52,179 

5,710 
27,118 
43,680 
25,143 
15,606 

1,616 
10,923 
10,056 

6,628 
11,003 

3,689 

1,937 
385 

1,716 



229,782 

834 

S6 

99 



2,282 

8,677 

46,598 



Of 55 and 

nnder 100. 



91 

5,373 

290 

22,340 

2,090 

11,484 

15,679 

7,612 

4,852 

570 

3,050 

2,807 

1,527 

2,905 

736 

427 

98 

401 



Over 100. 



82,332 

549 

52 

18 



1,029 

5,083 

24,934 



103 
5 

256 

21 

247 

182 

170 

111 

15 

89 

53 

43 

60 

24 

18 

1 

1 



1,404 
7 
5 
5 



26 
136 
655 



* A part of these were received with the territory, bat Ibe error is not material. 
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No. III. 
ADULTS RELATIVE TO A GIVEN NUMBER OF CHILDREN, 

DERIVED FROM NO. H. 



H 
H 



DISTRICTS. 



Delaware 

Maryland.... 

Dist. of Columbia. . . . 
Eastern Virginia.. . . . 
Western Vii^inia. .. . 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Georgia • 

Kentucky 

Eastern Tennessee. • • 
Western Tennessee* • 

Alabama ••• 

Mississippi - • 

Eastern Loiiisiana..* • 
Western Louisiana.* . 

Missouri 

Arkansas 

Florida 

Average of above... . 

Illinois 



A«XS. 



Under 10. 



Delaware. . . . 
Maryland . . . . 
United States. 



10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 

10,000 

10,000 



Of 10 and 
ander 24. 



10,000 
10,000 
10,000 



13,511 
9,746 

14,2^ 
8,026 
8,869 
8,323 
8,720 
8,915 
8,770 
9,372 
8,680 
9,074 
9,880 

13,313 

11,148 
9,458 

10,012 
9,783 

8,859 

10,165 



8,965 
8,268 
9,501 



Of 24 and 
under 36. 



4,366 
4,924 
7,168 
5,079 
4,665 
4,437 
6,038 
5,227 
4,282 
4,127 
4,354 
5,133 
6,376 
11,882 
8,159 
4,489 
4,818 
6,700 

5,284 

5,661 



5,337 
5,801 
6,270 



Of 36 and 
under 55. 



1,498 
3,264 
4,758 
3,530 
2,946 
2,985 
4,227 
3,288 
2,498 
2,421 
2,294 
2,327 
3,027 
5,825 
4,378 
2,043 
2,336 
3,391 

3,279 

4,021 



4,430 
5,349 
4,854 



Of 55 and 
under lUO. 



836 

1,540 

1,801 

1,511 

1,078 

1,264 

1,517 

995 

777 

854 

641 

649 

697 

1,538 

873 

450 

595 

792 

1,175 

744 



1,998 
3,134 
2,597 



Over 100. 



46 
29 
31 
17 
11 
27 
18 
22 
18 
22 
19 
12 
20 
32 
28 
19 
6 
2 

20 

207 



50 
84 
68 



It is unfortunate for our purpose that the census includes in the same class slaves from 
ten to twenty-four years of age ; nevertheless, a glance at the latter table will show a great 
excess of adults at the south-west, and, with exceptions rather apparent than real, a cor- 
responding deficiency at the north-east. In regard to slaves between the ages of ton and 
thirty-six, the actual deviation from the average is as follows :— 

Excess. 
Delaware 
Maryland 

Distiict of Columbia 
South Carolina 
Alabama 
Mississippi . 
Louisiana . . 
Florida 
Arkansas 

41,176 

This immense disturbance of the natural stato of the slave population could not have 
heem produced by emigration. We do not pretend that it is the exact measure of the 
internal slave trade, it is far short of that. . For, every child bom in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, or South Carolina, of slaves brought into the state between 1820 and 1830, 
diminishes the excess ; while, on the other hand, the removal from Maryland or Virginia 
of those who would have been parents there, in the same time, tends to hide the deficiency 
in those states. Indeed, if the slave trade be excessive, the consequent want of young 
ehildren will make an apparent excess of adults in the slave-selling states, which ex- 



. 406 
. 1,838 
. 1,171 
. 6,357 
. 279 
. 4,597 
. 25,230 
. 1,185 
. 113 


DEFiaENCY. 

Virginia 

North Carolina 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Missouri . • 

Georgia 


. 16,523 
. 12,556 
. 6,189 
. 5,709 
186 
13 


41,176 
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plains the excess in Delaware and Maryland, states that have sold more slaves for their 
population than any others. 

The slaves, though they increase a little fester than the whites in the slave states, do 
not increase so fast as the whites in the whole country. The ratio of increase is the ratio 
of deaths less the ratio of births. The ratio of children under ten must be nearly the 
same as the ratio of births. Now, there are 47,154 slave children imder ten more than 
there should be by the ratio of white children of the same age to the ^hole white popula- 
tion. Consequently the ratio of deaths must be much greater thau among the whites, to 
make that of increase less. And this, too, while the colored are so much more long-lived 
than the whites, that, of the free colored people in 1830, there were 655 over 100, while 
of the whites there were only 539. 

Again, the waste of life is shown by comparing the slave population with what it 
would be by the ratio of the free colored, the number of children being given : — 



Ratio of free colored . . 
Actual slave population. 



Deficiency. 



Under 10. 



Of 10 and 
under 24. 



700,820 
700,820 



665,875 
620,827 



45,048 



Of 34 and 
under 36. 



439,389 
370,330 



69,059 



Of 36 and 
under 55. 



340,161 
229,782 



110,379 



Of Sb aod 
under 100. 



182,016 
82,332 



Over 100. 



4,781 
1,404 



99,684 3,377 



Total deficiency, 327,547. If the r^o of free colored adults is too high by all those 
who had bought tiieir freedom, it is too low by all those who had been taken off by sea- 
faring, a much larger number, as will appear by comparing the sexes of the free colored. 
We affirm, then, that this deficiency represents a mass of more thai^ 300,000 human 
beings, who were prematurely worn out on the cotton and stigar plantations. 

"By referring to the free colored population of the present slave states, it will be seen 
that there has been no considerable emancipation sinoe 1810. The rate of increase from 
1790 to 1800, was dearly 7 per cent, per annum ; from 1800 to 1810, it was nearly 6 per 
cent. ; from 1810 to 1820, it was little more than 2 per cent. ; and from 1820 to 1830, it 
was 3 per cent. ; but a trifie greater than the increase of the free white population during 
the same time. 

By referring to the ratios of slaves to free whites, it wiU be seen that in the Carolinas 
and all the slave states west of the motmtains, the slaves gained upon the whites. In 
South Carolina and Louisiana in 1830 there were more than 122 slaves to every 100 
whites. The ratio of slaves to whites was greater BtiU in particular districts of those and 
some other states. In the parish of Jefferson La. there were 4907 slaves to 1596 whites. 
In Charleston district, S. C, exclusive of the city, there were 46,548 to 7,976 whites ; 
and in the parish of St, John's Colleton, 9,480 slaves to 532 whites, or about eighteen 
slaves to every individual white. In Georgia the slaves have increased rapidly, and ex- 
ceed the whites in some of the counties, especially on the coast, but their relative number 
in the state was diminished by the large immigration of whites. 

The census of 1830 shows a few slaves in the free states. In Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Ohio, and Indiana, there can be no slaves except those of 
sojourners from slave states. Massachusetts, then including Maine, abolished slavery by 
her Bill of Rights, in 1780 ; New Hampshire did the same by her constitution in 1792 ; 
and Vermont in 1793. The new states, made of the north-west territory, were prevented 
irom. holding slaves by the ordinance of Congress of 1787. In Illinois, however, slaves 
are held by indenture, who cannot be sold out of the state, nor in it, except by their 
own consent, and have the privilege of being flogged by a magistrate. The same is per- 
haps true of the slaves in Michigan. Pennsylvania made all the children bom of slaves 
after 1780 free when they should arrive at the age of twenty-eight. A few of the old 
stock are yet in slavery, and some under twenty-eight, which seem to have been illegally 
increased since 1820 by accessions from slave states. New York enacted that those bom 
of slaves after July 4th, 1799, should serve only till twenty-eight if males, and twenty- 
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five if females. Again ahe enacted that those bom after 1817, should serre only till 
twenty-one ; and in 1827, all the old stock, bom before 1799, should be free at once. 
There may still be some of the servants under twenty-eigfht or twenty-one. Connecticut 
and Rhode Island made the children bom after 1784 serve only till twenty-five. In New 
Jersey a similar Act began to take effect in 1804. 

All the fearful effects of slavery, which are so clearly revealed by the census of 1830, 
are now going on up<m a still larger scale. The production of cotton has doubled within 
the last ten years, and that of sugar has increased still faster. Every cent's advance in 
the price of either of these commodities, gives fresh impulse to the lash, which, even ten 
years ago, was sending to an untimely grave more than THIRTY THOUSAND 
HUMAN VICTIMS a year ! 



FACTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

Some jrears ago, a Baptist of Vermont the horn resounded, and "the working 

was appointed a del^ate to a number of hands " returned from the field to breakfast. 

Baptist associations. When he arrived in The hard com dough, which a hog can 

Philadelphia, he professed his intention to scarcely masticate, and insipid hommony, 

attend several of the associations in Vir- which hunger itself almost rejects, were 

ginia ; and was especially anxious to com- their only food ; and time until sunset 

prebend the trae character and operations would not be allowed to swallow any more 

of slavery. In that city he met with some even of that unsavoury compost. The men 

brethren who understood the arcana of that corroborated in frdl all the circumstances 

hell-bom contrivance ; and by them he was which the elder females had described ; and 

warned not to be imposed upon by the the Vermont preacher retired from his 

external glitter, and the comfortable drapery coloured associates in the trae fanatical 

of the m^iial attendants about the mansion- humour which characterized the primitive 

house, assumed during the meeting of the puritans. 

association^ and then careftilly laid aside for About one o'clock a number of ministers 

a similar festival ; but he was enjoined pri- and delegates to the association having ar- 

vately to visit the *' Negro Quarter," as the rived, they were invited to a sumptuous 

miserable huts of the coloured citizens are dinner. The New-Englander was offered 

familiarly caUed. Thus adequately in- his choice of the whole ; but his stomach 

stracted, he proceeded on his journey. was so evang$lically delicate^ that he could 

About one-fourth of the time, wmch he not eat. To all the apologies, entreaties, 

had specified for his absence, had elapsed, and apparent sympathies which encircled 

when the Green Mountaineer was at the him, he finally ventured to make this homely 

deacon's house in Philadelphia, and ac- reply : " My conscience will not permit me 

counted for his speedy return by a state- to partake of this food, while the people 

ment to this effect. He had travelled on, who work for it never taste a mouthful of 

gradually becoming more and more dis- necessary sustenance from one end of the 

satisfied with the scenes which he daily year to the other. If 1 eat anything, it 

witnessed, until he arrived about the Ap- will be a plate of that hommony, or a slice 

pomattox river, where he was received at of that com bread, which the c<doured peo- 

the house of one of the slave-driving pie had for their breakfast." A bag of 

nabobs, on the evening prior to the meeting rattlesnakes let loose amongst them couldnot 

of the association. The next morning after more have disturbed the mm-stealers. 

breakfast, he proposed to take a walk, and The test was decisive and complete. Im- 

by a circuitous route, unperceived, he ob- mediately after he was admonished to go 

taiaed access to the "wom-out slaves." away the greatest distance possible that 

From them he speedily heard the heart- night, as, if he staid, he woidd surely be 

rending recital of their awftd prison-house ; killed ; and for his own safety, he was also 

the female violations, the unceasing stripes, advised not to attend any one of the Vir- 

the direftd privations, and the frenzied ginia associations. As the consequence, 

despotism which were ever their inalienable Uie Christian fled frt>m the American Sodom 

portion. He also became acquainted with and Gomorrha, to detail the facts to his bre- 

the audacious measures which were always thren in Philadelphia. — Bmime^s Picture of 

adopted to impede among them all moral Slavery, 
and religious instraction. About eleven 
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INTERNAL SLAVE TRADE. 

[From the New York American,'] 



Mr. Editor — On looking into the National 
Intelligencer of the 10th Febrnary instant, 
I find that the Hoose of Representatives 
has resolved that " Congress ought not to 
interfere in any way with slavery in the 
District of Columbia." Ayes 163, nays 47. 

The same copy of the Intelligencer con- 
tains the following advertisements, viz. 

CASH rN MARKET. 

I wish to purchase a number of servants 
of bath sexes, for which I will pay the 
highest market price. Persons widiing to 
sell, will do well to call at my residence 
near die National Hotel. Letters addressed 
to me through the Post-office shall receive 
the earliest attention. 

William H. Williams, Washingtom. 

CASH FOR 200 NEGROSS, 

Including both sexes, from twelve to 
twenty-five years of age. Persons having 
servants to dispose of, will find it their 
interest to give me a call, as I will give 
higher prices than any other purchaser now 
in this MARKET. I can at all times be found 
at the Mechanics' Hall, kept by B. O. 
Sheckle, and formerly kept by Isaac Beers, 
Seventh street, a few doors below Lloyd's 
tavern, opposite Centre Market. All com- 
munications promptly attended to. 

James H. Rich, Washington City. 

CASH FOR 500 NEGROES, 

Including both sexes, from 12 to 25 years 
of age. Persons having servants to dispose 
of will find it to their interest to give us a 
call, as we will give higher prices in cash 
than any other purchaser who is now or 
may hereafter come into the market. 

Franklin & Arm field, Alexandria. 

You may perhaps wonder, Mr. Editor, 
what gentlemen in the district of Columbia 
can want so many servants for. One ad- 
vertises for an indefinite number — ^another 
for 200, and a third for 500 ! Please to 
take notice, that in two of these advertise- 
ments, reference is made to " this market." 
The market alluded to is the district of 
Columbia, the slave market of the United 
States ; and these gentlemen who want so 
many servants are slave traders. Of the 
value of this trade to the metropolis of the 



American Republic, yon may form some 
idea by the amount paid by the traders for 
the privilege of carrying it on. I quote firom 
the laws of the City of Washington, pa^e 
249 : *' For a license to trade or traffic in 
slaves for profit, whether as agent or other- 
wise, /our hundred dollars" But you may 
perhaps wonder again, Mr. Editor, what 
these gentlemen traders do with aU their 
servants. Let us i^ain recur to the National 
Intelligencer of the 10th instant. We there 
find the following notice: 

ALEXANDRIA AND NEW-ORLEANS PACKETS. 

Brig Tribune, Samuel C. Brush, master, 
will sm as above on the first of Januaiy ; brig 
Isaac FrankHn, W. Smith, master, on the 
15th of January ; brig Uncas, Nath. Boush, 
master, on the 1st of February. They will 
continue to leave this port on the 1st and 
15th of each month throughout the shipping 
season. They are all vessels of the first 
class, commanded by experienced and ac- 
commodating officers, will at all times go up 
the Mississippi by steam, and every exertion 
used to promote the interest of shippers 
and comfort of passengers. Shippers may 
prevent disappointment by having their < Us 
of lading ready the day previous to s-ailiag, 
as they will go promptly at the time. 

Servants, that are intended to be shipped, 
will at any time be received for safe keeping 
at 25 cents per day. 

John Armfield, Alexandria. 

29th Dec. tf. 

Here we have, Mr. Editor, three slavers 
constantly engaged in the trade, and owned 
by one dealer. Would you know how these 
slavers are fitted up for the accommodation 
of servants ? Mr. J. Leavit, of New- York, 
visited the brig Tribune, one of the above, 
in 1834, and published an account of his 
visit. He says, " The hold is appropriated 
to the slaves, and is divided into two apart- 
ments. The after-hold will carry about 80 
women, and the other about 100 men. On 
either side were two platforms running the 
whole length, one raised a few inches, and 
the other about half way up to the deck. 
They were about five feet and a half or six 
feet deep. On them they lie as close as 
they can stow away." 
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DISCUSSION BETWEEN MR. GEORGE THOMPSON AND THE 

REV. R. J. BRECKINRIDGE. 

An important and deeply interesting discussion on the subject of American 
slavery has recently taken place in Glasgow^ between Mr. George Thompson^ 
the intrepid and able champion of the negro race^ and the Rev. R. J. Breckin- 
ridge^ an American Presbyterian minister. It was continued during five 
evenings^ and has been reported in the Glasgow Chro&ide and the Patriot 
newspapers. We understand that the whole will be published in a separate 
pamphlet^ which we shall take the earliest opportunity of introducing to our 
readers. At present we have only space to express our admiration of the 
pre-eminent ability and entire self-command which Mr. Thompson displayed 
throughout the discussion, and to tender him our thanks for the large mass of 
valuable Information with which he lias supplied the public. Never was a 
oause more triumphantly defended, nor the sophistries and evasions of an acute 
and merciless opponent more completely exposed. It would afford us pleasure 
to be able to record our approbation of the spirit in which Mr. Breckinridge 
conducted his part of the discussion. But truth compels us to say, that we 
have been grieved and disgusted at the rancorous hostility towards his 
opponent, which his speeches betray. He evidently sought to destroy the 
public reputation of Mr. Thompson, rather than to exhibit the real character of 
American slavery. No opportunity was lost of aiming a mortal blow at the 
character of one whose intrepid, disinterested, and successful exertions, on be- 
half of suffering humanity, entitle him to the respect of every virtuous mind. 
It is humiliating to see a Christian minister, more especially one who appears 
amongst us as a representative of a highly respectable and religious body in 
America, so completely surrendered to the influence of a bad passion. Our 
own impression in reading the report of the discussion has been, that Mr. 
Breckinridge must have brought to this country feelings of deep mortifica^ 
tion, arising from Mr. Thompson's successful exposure of the delusive and 
wicked nature oi the colonization scheme; and that his spleen mastered his 
judgment, and vented itself in a manner discreditable to his character, both as 
a gentleman and a Christian. The result of the discussion may be inferred from 
the following extract from a note, addressed to Mr. Thompson, by one of the 
most respectable ministers in Scotland, who had been present during the 
debate : " My dear Sir, — How are you ? Glad and grateful, I dare say. God 
has ^ven you and your cause victory and triumph. Poor Breckinridge ! what 

crushed man ! 



ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BAPTIST UNION. 

It is well known to the anti- slavery principles would be abandoned, or that per- 
public that the Annual Meetings of the sonal collisions of a most injurious and ex- 
Baptist Union have been looked forward to ceptionable kind would ensue. Happily, 
for some months with a feeling of veiy deep however, these evils have beem entirely 
and general interest. The conduct of the avoided, and a series of measures has been 
deputation recently appointed by that body adopted which do full justice to the anti- 
to visit the Baptist churches in America slavery feeling of the Baptist body, and 
having given rise to discussions which in- promise to accomplish extensive good 

olved the consistency and character of the amongst the sister churches of America. 

ody itself, it was feared either that public The attendance at the meetings of the Union 



18 Annual Meeting of the Baptitt Union. 

was more numerous than on any former oo- all intercourse should cease with the slave- 

casion. Kepresentatives were present from holding or slavery-sanctioning churches of 

all parts of the country, and a deep and America.* The resolution was as follows : 

thrilling interest was uniyersally felt in the «,,,,, .,, ^, „ 

.. . , At * That the connexion with the Baptist 
topic which was expected to engage the at- churches in the Uuited States contemplated 
tention of the hrethren. The ministers and by this Union, and actually resulting from 
messengers met on Monday, Tuesday, and its proceedings, consists wholly in the main- 
Friday, the 20th, 21st, and 24th of June, tenance of a beneficial correspondence, hav- 
^* * . . , mg for Its object the advantage of hoth par- 
and the puhUc meeting was held on the ^^^^ ^^ ^ unfettered expression of opinion 

22nd, Several hours were occupied each on all subjects connected with Christian 
day in discussing the relation sustained by consistency, the advancement of religion, 
the body to the American churches, and ^^ ^® &W of God. 
the extent to which it involved the English ^s to the conduct of the deputation in 
Baptistsin the guilt of the slave system, so America, different opinions were enter- 
inconsistently sanctioned by a large portion tained. A large majority of the brethren 
of their transatlantic brethren, A consider- deeply regretted that they had not identified 
able number of the ministers and messengers themselves with the cause of abolition in 
urged an immediate termination of the cor- t^at country by a public advocacy of its 
respondence into which the Union had en- principles. No doubt, however, was enter- 
tered with the American Baptists, but others tained that they had acted conscientiously in 
who were equally decided in their abhor- t^e silence which they maintained, neither 
rence of slavery pleaded that the law of ^^g ^n unkind or a disrespectful word ad- 
Christ had not yet been fully obeyed— that dressed to them. All spoke their sentiments 
remonstrance, faithful, earnest, solemn re- ^^^1^ . ^^ ^jjose who dissented from the 
monstrance, should be tried ; and that on propriety of their measures, and deemed 
the effect of such remonstrance must depend ^^^^ injurious to the Anti-slavery cause, 
the steps which should be taken. It was y^t gave them credit for the honesty of their 
' contended by the deputation that the Ame- decision. The second resolution was de- 
rican Baptists had not refused to receive signed to embody these sentiments : 
communications from the Union on the sub- 
ject of slavery, but that they (the deputa- That we affectionately congratulate our 

. . ^, . -v-i-i. v„j «v esteemed brethren, Drs. Cox and Hoby. 

tion) on their own responsibility had ab- ^„ ., • ' * xi • j -^ 

" >' *^ T>- 1. °^ ^^^^ appearance amongst us this day, 

stained from introducing the topic at Rich- ^nd tender to Almighty God our grateful 

mond. It was ultimately agreed to try the sense of his goodness in having preserved 

effect of a firm and earnest appeal, and to ^^^ during their absence, and in returning 

, - , J. ^, |. them safely to their native land. That we 

suspend future proceedmgs on the result. ^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^ ^^ conviction of the dili- 

All parties imited in reprobating an inter- gence, zeal, and ability with which they 

course which involved the condition either prosecuted the denominational objects of 

implied or expressed, that the Baptist Union *^«i' °^f ^ion and to convey to them our 

'^ ,_. , X • X xt warmest thanks for the valuable information 

was not pubhcly to protest agamst the ^tich the;y have suppUed on these points, 

wickedness of slavery, and openly to give That having sent our brethren to promote, 

to the abolitionists of America the benefit of amongst other objects, the sacred cause of 

their countenance and support. This sen- ^egro emancipation, we rejoice to learn that 

I ,. ^ - . tney did on very many occasions convey to 

timent was expressed m the thurd resolution, the ministers and churches of the Baptist 

which was adopted by the brethren with body in America, our abhorrence of the 

the clear understanding that, if the exeou- ^^*^® system amongst them ; but mat with 

tive of the Convention should refuse to lay tli!^ll ?«8^rance of the integrity of our 

^ brethren in the course which they adopted 

the communications of the Union before the on this subject, we regret that the state of 

body which it represented, or that if the Con- society rendered it advisable in their judg- 

vention should return an answer inconsistent ment, in order to the attainment of the more 

with the immutable principles of righteous- — - 

ness and the sentiments of Christian charity, • Patriot, June 27. Baptist Mag. 319. 



Annual Meeting of the Baptigi Union. 19 

stiictiv denominational objects, to refrain and to every principle of the Ooipel, it, 

from introducing it in public meetings, and therefore, entreats the ministers and chiirchM 

to withhold from the Abolition Society theix of Christ, in whom is neither ** Jew nor 

encouragement and support. Greek, barbarian nor Scythian, bond nor 

rpi /. .1 , . . J it 11 • *• *^ free," to cast from them such ungenerous 

The fourth resoluuon does iuU jusUce to ^^ unholy prejudice, and to put the en- 

the consistency of the Baptist denonunation, glared people in possession of their social 
by expressing in no measured terms its rights, m the seats of learning, the fellow- 
condemnation of the slave system, as it is jJ^P of citizens, and the sanctuaries of the 
unhappUy allied with and influences the jhat Aii Meeting refers with confidence 
churches of America. to the great experiment of emancipation in 

That this meeting presents its Chris- the colonial dependencies of the British em- 
tian acknowledgments for the kindness piw, from which have proceeded many and 
shown to its Deputation by the churches in ST^eat benefits ; and expresses its conviction, 
America— both those of otiier denomina- t^atwhatever evils have arisen, have sprung, 
tions and tiiose of our own— especially those ?o* ^^ ^he Uberty tiiat has been given, but 
meeting in the Triennial Convention of Bap- ^om the restrictions by wMch it was accom- 
tist churches. That it holds in high admi- P*^?^' . • ^ i. i. 
ration their munificent and well-sustained ^'^^^ ^^^ meeting convinced of the para- 
exertions for the dissemination of the Gos- »ount importance of the objects to which 
pel, and for the education of Christian mi- ^^^ resolutions relate, most eamesUy, 
nisters and missionaries ; and most cordially ^^^ respectfully, most affectionately, and 
rejoicing in the large bestowment of tiie ™°8t solemnly requests that large and in- 
Divine blessing upon tiieir widely extended ^uontial section of the Christian church, 
labours, it receives witii pleasure tiie kind ^^ Baptists in tiie United States of America, 
invitation to continued intercourse addressed ^'^^^ churches contain (it is computed) 
to them by their transatlantic brethren. ™ore than 600,000 members, and whose rise 

That whilst this meeting records witii ^^^ progress from tiie days of Roger Wil- 
gratitude to Almighty God the fact, that "ams display so much of the grace and power 
many hundred of Baptist pastors and of the Redeemer— -by their sense of equity, 
churches have entered their solemn protest V t^«" love of liberty, and by their hope 
against slavery, yet it cannot but refer with ^^ salvation, to rouse themselves to the great 
deep regret to tiie wide and dreadful preva- ^^^ Pl*^ duty of securing first the rights of 
lance of the system in America, and cannot f*®"* oppressed but degraded fellow-sub- 
but regard the repeal of all such laws as do J®®*^* ^^ then of withholding no effort from 
in any way enforce or protect it, as an oh- ^^ general cause of humanity and freedom, 
ject of the greatest importance, demanding until tiie jubilee of universal emancipation 
the vigorous exertion of all Christian pas- '* proclaimed, 
tors and churches, and their earnest perse- 
verance in the use of those means which This resolution is to be forwarded to the 
wisdom and piety may suggest for the im- executive of the triennial convention, ac- 
mediate and universal extinction of an evil companied by a letter from the committee 
so disgraceful to any people possessmg the r ^u tt • tx x v •« v rn j 
Word of God. Witii incre^ed soUcitude of tiie Union. Its transit will be foUowed 
does this meeting press this painful subject, ^7 many prayers ; and we hope in some 
inasmuch as it appears, that even pastors future number to have to record the proofs of 

and members of churches are ^e possessors its salutary influence. The Baptist deno- 

of slaves, many of whom are their own bre- • ^ I , . . 

thren in the Lord-tiius tiiemselves inflict- "^^^lon has now taken a posiUon wortiiy 

ing upon those who are united with them of itself. As it was foremost in the struggle 

in the same ordinances of the Gospel, those against West India slavery, so it has now 

cruel wrongs which are inseparable from a get an example which otiier churches must 

state of slavery, and incompatible with the . ^ ^ i • .^ , ^ , . 

maintenance of Christian fellowship. ^^^' °^ ®^»« "^.<^^ ^« reproach of being 

That this meeting refers with regret to indifferent to the interests of humanity, and 

the deep-rooted prejudice which so exten- the honor of the Christian name. May 

sively prevails in Anaerica, against free per- their ^eal abound-may a holy emulation be 

sons of color, by which many and grievous i • ji i ..« xi i i i i» i. 

i^i • ' n' A. J A _^ ^ enkindled, till the whole moral force of 

mjuries are mflicted upon them: amongst ''"»-^^^^» «•*** "^« w«viw «uuiiu *v*v*» va 

these, more especially does it refer to that British Christians shall be directed against 

law which is understood to prevail in one this monstrous form of wickedness, which, 

or more of tiie States, which prohibits any ^^^^ j^ ^j^^ precincts of tiie churoh, 

one from teaching " any person of color, ? « ./ ^ /• vi. 

Bluve or free, to read or write,"-a law dil ®**«^d« «^«'' «". ^^ operations an enfeebling 

rectly opposed to every feeling of humanity, &md paralysii^ influence. 
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RESOLUTIONS OF SEVERAL ASSOCIATED BODIES ON THE SUBJECT 

OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

At the Annaal Meeting of the Congre- which might he exerted on the counsels 
gational Union of Scotland, very nmner- and conduct of other people, by the ezam- 
ously attended by muusters and members of pie of a nation occupying, through divine 
the Congregational churches, and held in fareur, so exalted and commanding a posi- 
Argyle Square chapel, Edinbui^h, on tion as our country does, amongst the go- 
Thursday evening, the dth May, 1836, the vemments, not or Europe only, but of the 
Rey. G. D. Cullen, of Leith, in the chair. world«^an influence of which our high 
After the ordinary business had been trans- estimate led us to cherish the delightfully- 
acted, the followmg resolutions on the sub- cheering hope^ that, at no distant period, 
ject of American Slavery were moved by " every yoke should be broken," ai^d, in all 
the Rev. Ralph Wabdlaw, D.D., of lands, " the oppressed should go free." 
Glasgow, seconded by the Rev. Dayio 4. That we cannot but regard with feel- 
RussELL, D.D., of Dundee, and unani- ings of special interest our transathmtic 
mously adopted : brethren in the United States of America, 

1. That, as a meeting of the Congrega^ congratulating them on their participation 
tional Union of Scotland, we are not to be with ourselves, tbroueh the kindness of 
considered, in r^ard to any sentiments we the same universal Ruler, in the precious 
express, or any resolutions we adopt, as blessings of a common freedom and a com- 
sustaining an official and representatiTe mon Christianity^, holding in admiration 
character, or as assuming any land or mear the amount of^ Christian liberality and 
sure of authority, which w<ndd be at van* Christian effort evinced by them, in the 
ance with the great distinguishing principle dissemination of the word of God, and of 
maintained by us, of the mutual indepen- the education requisite for the use of it 
dency of the churches of Christ ', that, in through every part of their own territory, as 
the resolutions which follow, we speak for well as for the complete evangdizatiou of 
ourselves, whilst, at the same tune, we the world ; but that m proportion to the de- 
have abundant ground for entertaining the light we have experienceid in hearing of 
most confident assurance, that they are in such triumphs of Christian principle 
fuU accordance with the views, and wishes, amongst them, have been our astonishment 
and prayers of the great body of the bre- and concern, that both their freedom and 
thren throughout the country with whom their religion should be so sadly tarnished 
we are associated. by the incongruous association with them 

2. That, in the spirit of those Christijin ?( /la^enr, to so vast an extent, in all its 
principles which are the foundation of our '^id^ows fonns of traffic and oppression, and 
personal hopes, the elemente of our spiritual ^ '«g"d *p ^^ona of immortal feUow- 
life, and the charter of our New Covenant creatures, dependent upon them ; the sys- 
Uberties, we look back, with derout thank- touatic proscription by severe penal laws 
fulness to the God of Providence, to the ^^ ^ ^^ mstruction which might impart, 
decision of our legislature, by which, after J*^ ™ JMtuns of corporeal thraldom, the 
a long and arduous struggle, the shive knowledge which enUghtens and saves the 
trade was branded with the stigma, and «>«1, and the liberty wherewith Christ makes 
condemned to the punishment, of felony ; Miners free ; and our wonder and sorrow 
and, in the same spirit, we contemplate the ^^ rendered the more intense by the infor- 
more recent act, following up the aboUtion "^^oJi/ that so many Christian men and 
of that nefarious traffic, by which a final Christian ministers stand chargeable with 
termination has been put to slavery itself ^^^ ^^ ^« constrained to denominate the 
throughout aU the colonial dependencies of ®™ of slave-holding and slave-dealing, in 
the British empire— an act by which a ""^^* contravention, as we hold it to be, of 
seemly and glorious consistency has been *^°^ principles and precepts, which it is 
imparted to our character and institutions as *^® ^^ object of the Christian ministry to 
a free people, and a dark cloud has been e^pou^d and inculcate, and of the Christian 
dispelled, which had long brooded over our <Jliaracter to exemp%. 

beloved land, heavily charged with the 5, That " God having made of one blood 

yengeance of offended heaven. all nations of men to dweU on the face of 

3. That at the time when this act was the whole earth" — and all, sprung from a 
passed — an act demanded alike by the claims common origin, having become partakers in 
of humanity, justice, religion, and sound a common guilt, the objects of^a common 
policy— one, and not the least of the redemption, we sincerely lament the exten- 
Bources of our grateful joy was, the san- sive and deeply-rooted prevalence of a pre- 
g^ine anticipation of the beneficial influence judice so unworthy the generosity of free- 
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men, and of the humility and digiaty of 
ChristianB, as that against colour— a preju- 
dice by which so many millions of fellow- 
men are placed under an unmerited and 
disgraceful opprobrium, are excluded from 
intercourse, are prevented from avail- 
ing themselves of such advantages ac 
might enable them to evince their fair 
average of intellectual oadowment and 
moral capabilities; and so to assume the 
position in society to which they might 
thus establish their claim; and even, in 
many instances, doomed to retain the stigma 
of marked separation in those ordinances of 
Christian communion, where all distinc- 
tions ought to be merged in the common 
characters of fellow-sinners and fellow- 
saints. 

6. That we cannot adopt, as the principle 
of our conduct, the spirit of the first mur- 
derer, "Ami my brother's keeper V — but 
in the better spirit of that religion which 
associates in one holy and blessed fraternity 
" all that in every place call upon the name 
of Jesus Christ cur Lord, both theirs and 
ours,*' and which imperatively prohibits our 
".suffering sin upon our brethren," we feel 
it our incumbent duty to expostulate most 
affectionately, most respectfully, but most 
earnestly, with our transatiantic feUow- 
Christians, imploring them to lay to heart, 
in this matter, their duty to God the com- 
mon Father, to Christ the common Saviour, 
to their kindred of the human family, and 
especiallylto those members of the redeemed 
family ot uod, who, with themselves, shall 
form a part of the ** multitude which no 
man can number, out of all people, and 
kindreds, and nations, and iongues, that 
shall stand at last before the throne, and 
before the Lamb;" to rouse themselves 
from their lethargy, and, in the power of 
the principles of our common faith, with 
the largeness of heart which Christianity 
inspires, the regard to humanity and justice 
which iJie Royal law demands, and tliat 
practical consideration of the true interests 
of their country which a sound policy dic- 
tates, to unite their efforts and their prayers 
in Inreaking asunder the yoke, both of cruel 
bondi^e and of degrading prejudice — in 
lolling away th6 reproach that ues at once 
on their national and their Christian re- 
putation — and so bringing down upon 
themselves, upon their churches, and upon 
their country, the blessing of Him who, in 
inunediate connexion with such deeds of 
justice, and such ''works of charity, and 
labours of love," and in token of his gra- 
cious approval of them when done for his 
name, has said — '* Then shall thy light 
break forth as the morning, and thine 
health shall spring forth speecmy : and thy 
righteousness shall go before thee ; the 
glory of the Lord sImB be thy rearward." 



7. That, in such way as may be deemed 
most expedient and efficient by the Com- 
mittee of the Congregational IJnion, these 
resolutions be transmitted to our brethren 
of the Congregational churches in the 
United States oz America, with assurances 
of our most cordial affection, and with 
earnest prayers that they may be received 
on their part in the same fraternal spirit in 
which, we are deeply ccmscious, they have 
been dictated on ours, and that, by the 
divine blessing, they may, in some small 
measure at least, contribute to the realiza- 
tion of the inexpressibly interesting and 
momentous objects to which they relate. 

G. D. CULLEN,' 

Chairman. 
John Watson, 

Secretary to the Union. 



Besolutions on the subject of Negro 
Slavery in America, passed at the Associa- 
tion of Baptist Churches in the counties of 
York and Lancaster, held at Sutton in 
Craven, May S4 and 25, 1836. 

Resolved imanimously, 

1. That this Association, unfeignedly 
thankful to Almighty God for the love, the 
zeal, and the prosperity by which the Baptist 
churches in America have been so highly 
distinguished, offers to them its congratula- 
tions on this behalf, and fervendy prays that 
their numbers may be multiplied, and their 
joy and comfort in the Holy Ghost in- 
creased. 

2. That, nevertheless, it is with inexpres- 
sible sorrow we hear that negro slavery not ' 
only prevails amongst them, but is also ad- 
vocated by some of their number ; and that, 
even in the house and worship of God, a 
marked and invidious distinction is made 
between members of the same churches, 
merely on account of colour. 

3. That as God has made all nations of 
" one blood," and is the " Father of the 
spirits of all flesh," it is our solemn and de- 
cided conviction, that the holding of pro- 
perty in the persons of immortal and respon- 
sible beings, is diametrically opposed alike 
to the spirit of Christianity, which is 
" love ;" to its great law, which requires us 
"to do to others as we would they should 
do to us ; " and to its unvarying tendency, 
which is to emancipate both body and 
soul. 

4. That in particular, as Christ has re- 
deemed all his people by his blood, has de- 
clared their equality as brethren, and prayed 
that they might be one, as He and his Father 
are one ; we firmly believe, that all needless 
and degrading distinctions amongst them, 
especially in the exercises of religion, are 
as much opposed to his mind, as they are 
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unseemly in themselves, and injurious in 
their effects. 

5. Therefore, though the subject doubt- 
lesarinvolyes many difficulties, which claim 
and engage our sympathies toward our Ame- 
rican brethren, we do hereby, in the name 
of our common Lord and m the spirit of 
our common faith, call upon them most se- 
riously to consider the subject, and to make 
every possible exertion to remove these de- 
plorable evils ; and thus to shake off an in- 
cumbrance which oppresses their energies, 
and to wipe away a stain which tarnishes 
their glory. 

6. That the moderator forward copies of 
these resolutions for insertion in the Baptist 
Magazine, and in the Patriot newspaper, 
and likewise for publication in New York. 

(Signed) J. D. Marsh, Moderator. 

•^* This Association is the largest in 
England, and comprises a union of sixty 
churches, containing nearly 6000 members. 



At a Meeting of the Ministers of the 
Leicestershire Association of Baptist 
Churches, held in Leicester, June 13, 1856, 

It was resolved, 

1. That we have heard with extreme re- 
gret of the wide prevalency of slavery among 
the professed foUowers of the Redeemer in 
America, and especially those of the Bap- 
tist denomination; and that we feel we 
should be guilty of a breach of duty towards 
our enslaved brethren, were we to refrain 
from recording our abhorrence of this sin. 

2. That the uimatural antipathy and the 
invidious distinction which obtain in Ame- 
rica towards persons of colour, whether free 
or enslaved, extending even to the house of 
God, and occasioning a disgraceful division 
at the table of our common Lord, indicates 
a deeply diseased social condition, while 
the disgusting influence of the system of 
slavery stands out in the most affecting 1 ght 
in the fact that ministers of the gospel, with 
the deacons and members of churches of 
Christ, can not {only buy and sell their fel- 
low-men, but dare lift up their voices in de- 
fence Jof this hideous enormity, with its 
long train of calamities and horrors. 

3. That while the churches in America 
can tolerate the sin of slavery in their midst, 
we must receive with great suspicion the 
reports which reach us of their religious re- 
vivab, believing, as we do, that their con- 
duct must repel, rather than attract, the 
Spirit of God, and that it has a fatal ten- 
dency to promote infidelity both in the 
church and in the world. 

4. That nothing would afford us sincerer 
pleasure than to bear that the question of 



slavery was occupying the deliberate cons^' 
deration of all professing Christians in 
America, whose hands are stained by it, 
and that the firm but affectionate remon- 
strances of the British churches were causing 
them to relax their hold of this inhuman 
system, while we unfeignedly^regret that the 
deputation from Great Britain sent out by 
the Baptist Union should have retained 
silence on this subject ; conduct which, in 
our opinion, no considerations of ^expediency 
or feelings of policy could justify. 

5. That with these impressions we de- 
cline to extend the hand of fellowship to 
those societies in America calling them- 
selves churches of Christ, while the abomi- 
nation of slavery is cherished among them ; 
and that we think it a violation of consis- 
tency to receive any deputation from these 
assemblies to the churches of Christ in 
Great Britain. 

6. That these resolutions be pnnted in 
the " Patriot " newspaper, and that they be 
transmitted through the proper medium to 
the Secretary of the Anti-Slavery Society in 
America. 

(Signed, at the request of the whole) 

J. P. MuBSELL, Chairman. 



At a Meeting of the ministers and re- 
presentatives of the Baptist churches of 
St. Mary's, St. Clement's, and Orford Hill, 
Norwich, and those of Lynn, Yarmouth, 
Dereham, Swaffham, Worsted, Aylsham, 
Neatishead, Ingham, Foulsham, and Cossey, 
in the county of Norfolk, held at St. Mary^s, 
Norwich, on the 20th of June, 1836 ; the 
Rev. W. Brock in the chair: 
Resolved, 

1. That we feel ourselves called upon, 
by circumstances connected with the recent 
measures of the Baptist Union of London, 
emphatically to declare our solemn and 
deliberate conviction that the sjistem of 
slavery is utterly and irreconcilably at vari- 
ance with the religion of Christ ; and, con- 
sequently, that sdl who profess and call 
themselves Christians, and yet continue to 
participate in that awful system, are main- 
taining a conduct just as opposite to the 
sacred dictates and the benign influences of 
the gospel, as is darkness to lighL 

2. That in this conviction, while on the 
one hand we remember with gratitude the 
distinguished part which our denominaticm 
has taken in the overthrow of slavery 
throughout the British dominions, we can- 
not but feel on the other hand the deepest 
sorrow and humiliation to learn from the 
ofiicial report of the American churches, 
that they have not only taken no clear and 
decided stand, as a religious body, against 
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the crying evils of American slayery, but At a Meeting of Baptist churches forming 

that their " southern brethren are generally, the Suffolk and Noifolk Old Association, 

both ministers and people, slave-holders." assembled at Clare, Suffolk, on the first 

And that this fact is alleged by their General Tuesday and Wednesday m June, 1836 ; 

Board, in justification of their declining to The following resolutions were unani- 

listen to the affectionate and faithful remon- mously adopted : — 

strance of our London ministers in Decern- 1. That in common with many of our 
ber, 1833— -because such interference would brethren in yarious parts of the kingdom, 
be regarded by their slave-holding brethren we regard American Slavery as existing in 
as an impeacmnent of their Christian cha- the churches of our denomination with feel- 
racter ; and we are yet more grieved by ings of the deepest abhorrence, and consider 
their invidious and anti-Christian exclusion the iniquitous traffic of man in his fellow- 
of all colored persons from communion with man, alike incompatible with the eternal 
whites at the table of the Lord, and by principles of righteousness and the benevo- 
consequence, from Christian fellowship lent spirit and precepts of our holy religion, 
generally. 2. That we have blushed for human na- 
3. That so long as such shall continue to ture, but more for Christianity, when we 
be the position deliberately maintained by have heard that members and pastors of 
the American Baptists, in reference to sla- American Baptist Churches hold their fel- 
very — such their avowed estimate of its re- low-men and fellow-Christians in all the de- 
lation to Christian character — ^and such their gradation of perpetual bondage, and (if we 
determination to submit to no remonstrances are rightly informed) refuse to hail them as 
on the subject — so long shall we feel it to " bremren beloved," even at the table of 
be our corresponding and imperious duly, the Lord, disdaining to celebrate the Sa- 
sorrowfully but firmly, to decline any frater- viour's love with those who, though of sable 
nal union with them, either by senmng ad- skin, are equally with themselves the ob- 
dress or deputation to their body, or by jects of redeeming mercy, and have the 
giving to their deputation expected at our same right to share in all the privileges and 
impending public meetings, any other re- sympathies of the communion of saints, 
ception uan that dictated by Christian 3. That as we are unwilling to be " par- 
courtesy and English hospitality, accom- takers of other men's sins," we cannot de- 
panied, however, by affectionate expostula- sire any Union with the American Baptist 
tion, and by our fervent prayer that it may churches, unless they will listen to the re- 
speedily please our Heavenly Father to show monstrances against this crying abomina- 
th^ ''a more excellent way." tion, which Chiistian duty must elicit from 
(Signed^ Wiluam Brock, Chairman. British Baptists. 



THE LOVE OF LIBERTY. 

Li Georgia, about three years ago, there the hand, he committed him to God and the 
lived a man, black but noble, a giant in north star. This star he was to take as his 
strength, and in form an Apollo Belvidere, guide, and it would lead bim at length to 
about thirty-five years of age, a slave, with the land of British freedom. The poor 
a wife and four children, slLso slaves. The slave bade adieu to his benefactor, and, 
love of liberty burned irrepressibly in his after skulking in the day, and travelling by 
bosom, and he determined to escape, and night, he at length came to an unexpected 
free his wife and children at all hazard. He obstacle. It was a broad river (the Savan- 
had heard of Canada, as a place where the nah), of whose existence he had not the 
laws made every man free, and protected least knowledge. But as nothing remained 
him in his freedom. But of its situation, or but to cross it, he tied his two young chU- 
the road thither, or the geography of the dren on his back, and between swimming 
intermediate country, he Imew nothing. A where it was deep, and wading where it was 
Quaker who resided near him, being privy shallow, his two elder sons swimming by 
to his design, resolved to aid him in its ac- his side, he at length made out to reach the 
complishment ; and accordingly carried the opposite bank ; then returning, he brought 
slave and his family fifty miles in a wagon over his wife in the same manner. In this 
by night. In the day time they lay con- way he passed undiscovered through the 
cealed in the woods, and on the second states of South and North Carolina and Vir- 
night the same man carried them fifty miles ginia, crossed Pennsylvania without even 
further. At the end of the second night, knowingthatitwasthelandof the Quakers; 
he told the black man that he could do no and finally, after six weeks of toil and hard- 
more for him, havmg already endangered ship, he reached Buffalo. Here he placed 
both his life and property. He told the slave his wife and children in the custody of a 
that he must not travel on the highway, nor tribe of Indians in the neighbourhood, for 
attempt to cross a ferry, but, taking hiim by the poor man will always be the poor man's 
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fneod, and the oppieased will stand by the caUing out to the ferryman to stop and set 

oppraBsed. The man proceeded to town, those people ashore^ or he would blow his 

and, as he was passing through the streets, brains out. The stout barber, quick as 

he attracted the notice of a colored barber, thought, said to the ferryman, '* If you don't 

also a man of great bodily power. The put off this instant, I'll be the death of you.*' 

barber stepped up to him, put his hand on The ferryman, thus threatened on both sides, 

his shoulder, and said, " I know you are a lifted up his hands, and cried, ** The Lord 

runaway slave, but never fear, I am your have mercy on me ! It seems I am to be 

iriend. The man confessed he was trom killed any how ; but if I do die, I will die 

Georgia, when the barber said, " Your doing right," and cut the rope. i^, 
master inquired about you to-day, in my The powerful current of the Niag^ura 

shop, but do not fear, I have a friend swept the boat rapidly into deep water, be- 

who keeps a Uvery-stable, and will give us yond the reach of granny. The workmen 

a carriage as soon as night comes, to cany at work on the steam-boat Henry Clay, near 

your family beyond the reach of a master.' by, almost involuntarily ga^e three cheers 

As the ferry-boat does not run across the for liberty. As the boat darted into the 

Niagara river in the night, by day-break deep and rapid stream^ the people on the 

they were at the ferry-house, and raUiedthe Canada side, who had seen the occurrence, 

fenyman to carry them to the Canada shore, cheered her course, end in a few moments 

They hastened to the boat, and just as they the broad current was passed, and the man 

were about to let go, the mastor was seen, with his wife and chUdren were all safe on 

on his foaming horse, with pistol in hand, British soil, protected by British laws ! 



PREJUDICE AGAINST COLOR. 

The river Juniatta is crossed between of the lady's lord, who would not submit to 
M'Connelsburgh and Bedford. It is here a the indignity of having his wife and children 
quiet stream meandering along at the foot of fellow-passengers with a colored person, 
mountains 500 feet high, clothed with foli- However that may have been, when the 
age, and presenting many a bold projection driver's preparations convinced me I could 
and many a romantic glen. A storm here witness no more, I took the liberty to in- 
suddenly burst upon us, and the rain fell in terpose, sa3ring in reply to the last decision, 
torroits. Our driver was in no hurry to " tnere is no room for you," — ** I think we 
proceed, and the delay afforded an oppor- can make room for the young woman ; at all 
tunity for witnessing the injustice so of):en events she shall have my place.** Grieved as 
practised upon the blacks. A veiy respect- I felt at the thought of evils inflicted on this 
able-looking, well dressed young woman, portion of my fellow-creatures, many of 
had been waiting for the stage, and had whom, too, are fellow-Christians, I could 
paid her fiure to go forward by it to the place hardly forbear smiling at the dilemma into 
of her residence. While we stood at the which the parties felt themselves so sud 
inn door, a fentieman, on examining his denly thrown ! Stupid as the blacks are said 
chaise, found it was out of repair, and to be, I can only say, the young woman 
thought it desirable to send forward his very quickly, but with great propriety, 
lady and two children in the stage, who avculed herself of the opportunity, and ike 
accordingly got in. On hearing a plaintive coach-door being open for my entrance, she 
entreaty, and a harsh, angry, repulsive got in. I had no intention to be left behind ; 
reply, my attention was drawn to the colored and, therefore, inmiediately followed. The 
woman, who was earnest in imploring per- gentlemen standing round the coach seemed 
mission to go; when the following dia- to be -taken by surprise; it was doubtiess a 
logue took place : — " I hope you wiU let sing^ar occurrence ; but before their pre- 
mego, Sir V "I tell you you can't." "But sence of mind returned, the driver was in 
Sir, you haye taken my money !" " Well, sufficient self-possession to move off, and 
you can't go." "You have received my leave the discussion to those most concerned, 
money, Sir, and I think I ought to be per- I remarked two things when we had ad- 
mitted to go, as I want very much to get justed ourselves in the coach : first, there 
home to-night. " " You can't go, I tell was room in the stage, as we had not after 
you ; there is no room for you." " I think all the fuU complemoat of passengers, 
there is room. Sir." " There's no room for Moreover, the lady, who woula not have 
you, and you shan't go." interfered to prevent the young woman from 

Not a voice was heard during this alter- being left behind, though, so far as I could 

cation to plead for a poor unfriended girl, see, she herself was Cbe cause of it, was' 

respectable and pleasing both in manners willing enough to let the good tempered 

and person. I was astonished that the lady's girl have the trouble of nursing all the way, 

intercession was not employed. Yet, per- and of trying to please and keep quiet one 

haps, it was her prejudice, which the stage- of the children. — Baptists in America, 
master consulted ; or^ perhaps, it was that 
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BRIEF NOTICES OF THE PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE OF 
ABOLITION IN THE UNITED STATES.— No. II. 

One of the finest spectacles presented to the eye of observation in modem 
times is^ the voluntary association of individuals for the universal abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade. In England, France, and Brazil, societies exist for 
the accomplishment of these noble objects ; but in no country in the world has 
the abolition cause ever assumed so sublime an attitude as in the United States 
of America at the present time. There it has to contend, unaided and alone, 
with the spirit of despotism entrenched behind the most cruel and oppressive 
laws, and backed by public opinion and brute force. The executive government 
of the country is against it ; the president of that mighty republic, the democrat 
Andrew Jackson himself, being a slaveholder. The power of the legislature is 
against it. Senators and representatives, with but few exceptions, have deter- 
mined to crush it, and are only restrained from passing the most tyrannical laws 
by the fear that the fetters they would forge for others might, by an act of re- 
tributive justice, be fastened on themselves. The great bulk of Christian pro- 
fessors are against it. They either maintain a guilty silence on the great iniquity 
of the land, or openly range themselves on the side of the oppressor, and par- 
ticipate his sin. The power, the wealth, the influence, and the passions of the 
multitude being against them, the abolitionists of America have to endure the 
unmitigated storm of popular fury and indignation. In the north they are 
mobbed, their persons injured, and their property destroyed. In the south they 
are scourged, mutilated, and put to death without mercy and without law; but, 
strong in the righteousness of their cause, in the truth of their principles, in the 
purity of their motives, in the patriotism and Christianity of their object, in the 
prayerful and persevering spirit in which it is pursued, and, above all, in the 
promised blessing of God, they look for a triumphant and speedy issue to their 
labours. Already " the little one has become a thousand, and the small one a 
strong nation/' Their appeals to the judgments, consciences, and hearts of the 
people are irresistible. With the Bible in one hand, and the declaration of in- 
dependence in the other, they plead the cause of two millions and a half of 
their fellow-men, oppressed and down-trodden— robbed and spoiled — tortured 
and slain, to gratify the lust of gold and the love of domination. And they 
have pledged themselves before God, and to each other, " whether they live to 
witness the triumph of justice, liberty, and humanity, or perish untimely as 
martyrs in this great, benevolent, and holy cause," to cease their labours only 
with their lives. 

E 



26 Bri^ Notices of the Progress of Abolition, 

In December, 1833, '^The American Anti-Slavery Society*' was formed at 
Philadelphia, fifty-two delegates, representing the abolitionists in ten of the 
free states, being present. Tokens of the divine approbation were not wanting 
in their assembly. In the holy and arduous work they contemplated, their hearts 
were knit together as the heart of one man, and unity of counsel and action 
was the result. 

On the 6th of May, the following year, the Society held its first Anniversary 
in New York. During the five months which intervened between the formation 
of the Society, and its anniversary, 26,000 copies of a monthly publication 
{^The American Anti- Slavery Reporter) were printed, and from 2000 to 3000 
of them gratuitously distributed. The Committee reported that " protracted 
discussions had been held in a great number of places," with decided advantage 
to the cause of abolition ; and that three colleges, viz., Hudson^ Ohio, the Oneida 
Institute, and Lane Seminary y had been won over to its support. The circum- 
stances connected with the adhesion of the latter institution to Anti-Slavery 
principles, were singularly interesting. The students there were about 100 in 
number, many of whom were the sons of slave-holders, and one of them was a 
slave-holder himself. After eighteen evenings* discussion, all, with the exception 
of five or six men from the north, signed the constitution of the Anti-Slavery 
Society, and have since voluntarily withdrawn from the seminary rather than 
abandon their principles. Several of these gentlemen are now among the most 
talented and intrepid advocates of the oppressed slave. 

The disinterested attempt of Miss Prudence Crandall to impart education to 
young females of color of respectable parents, deserves honorable mention. 
This lady opened a school, for their instruction in the higher branches 6i 
female accomplishment, at Canterbury, in Connecticut. The prejudice which 
existed against the unfortunate class of persons to which they belonged, was 
called into activity by this circumstance. There were meetings of the select 
men and inhabitants called, at which the most disgraceful resolutions were 
passed. Miss Crandall was first entreated to abandon her school, and then 
threatened with their vengeance if she did not comply with their request. One 
of her pupils was brought before the magistrates, as an intruder into the town, 
and sentenced, under an old law, to be fined ; and, in default of payment, to 
receive ten lashes on her bare person ! The tradesmen of the town refused to 
supply her school with necessaries, and the apothecary with medicines, for the 
use of her pupils. The windows of her house were broken ; her friends shame- 
fully assaulted; and every annoyance which a malignant ingenuity could devise 
was resorted to, to compel her to abandon her laudable intention. After having 
herself been prosecuted, cast iiito prison, and harassed in various ways, she was 
finally obliged to yield to the rancorous hostility of her persecutors, or rather to 
the wicked prejudice against color in which they indulged. 

Among the many powerful and eloquent addresses delivered at the anniversary 
meeting, perhaps the most thrilling was that of Mr. James A. Thome, of Ken- 
tucky. That gentleman had been surrounded from earliest infancy with all the 
appalling incidents of slavery, and was well qualified ta bear testimony to its 
true character. After having depicted the sufferings of the slaves—" Sufferings 
inconceivable and innumerable — anguish, from mind degraded — hopelessness, 
from violated chastity — bitterness, from character, reputation, and honor annihi- 
lated — unmingled wretchedness, from the ties of nature rudely broken and 
destroyed — the acutest bodily torture in every muscle and joint — ^groans, tears, 
4ind blood — lying for ever ' in perils among robbers, in perils in the city, in 
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perils in the wilderness, in perils among false brethren, in weariness and pain- 
fulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness' " — Mr. Thome proceeded to unfold the moral horrors of the prison 
house. *' But the poor slaves — no ties of sacred home thrown around them — 
no moral instruction to compensate for the toils of the day — ^no intercourse, as 

of man with man The slaves, thus cut off from all community of 

feeling with their masters, roam over the village streets, shocking the ear with 
their vulgar jestings and voluptuous songs, or opening their kitchens to the 
reception of the neighboring blacks, they pass the evening in gambling, dancing, 
drinking, and the most obscene conversation, kept up until the night is far spent, 
then crown the scene with indiscriminate debauchery ! Where do these things 

occur ? . In the kitchens of church members and elders," ^* I would 

not have you fail to understand that this is a general evil. Sir, what I now say, 
I say from a deliberate conviction of its truth ; let it be felt in the North, and 
rolled back upon the South, that the Slave States are Sodoms, and almost every 
village family is a brothel" .,..., " Let me be understood here. This 
pollution is the offspring of slavery ; it springs, not from the character of the 
negro, but from the condition of the slave" 

The Rev. S. S. Jocelyn, of New Haven, in supporting a resolution " that the 
American church is guilty of the sin of slavery," made the following remarks. 
" Among the more than two million slaves in this land, there are computed to 
be more than five hundred thousand infants, helpless and dependant. These 
' poor innocents,' at their birth, are offered to the Moloch of American oppres- 
sion. Their entire existence is sacrificed on this bloody and obscene altar. 
Not less than two hundred of these innocents are born daily. Yes ! this day, 
two hundred have been added to their number. And not less than three 
hundred thousand of the slaves of this land are held by evangelical Christians ! 
They are held essentially in the same debasing and degrading bondage — subject 
to the same system of craelty and oppression with the rest of their race ; — 
denied the means of education — ^forbidden to read the Bible — unprotected by 
the laws — ^uncultured in their minds — ^unreformed in their morals. 

" Slavery is a system of pollution. It recognizes no law of purity. It knows 
no marriage for the slave. It annuls the seventh command of the Decalogue. 
It is a common thing for a female slave, a member of a church, to change hus- 
bands, and yet remain in fellowship with the church ! This is done because 
females, as well as males, are sold from one plantation to another, as the 
interests or necessities of the masters require, and husbands and wives are 
separated, to see each other's faces no more. And there are not wanting Chris- 
tians and ministers to justify this breach of the commands of God, on the part 
of the slaves, on account of the peculiar circumstances in which they are 
placed. Yet the laws and practices which create these circumstances are per- 
mitted to go unreproved. 

"Again, there are churches whose funds for the support of the ministry con- 
sist, not in glebe lands, or money at interest, but in slaves ! the flesh and bones, 

and bodies and souls of men ! 

'' The American church holds the keys of the great prison of oppression, 
and refuses to unlock its doors. She does it at the South — ^by her general 
example. She does it by decrying discussion — and by the influence of her 

religious press The Methodist church in its conferences, and the 

Presbyterian church in its general assembly, have sanctioned slavery. The 
Methodist church, by altering her salutary discipline — the Presbyterian church. 
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by blotting out, in 1818^ the noble testimony against oppression, whicli, until 
then, had stood recorded in its standards. Among the Baptist, Episcopalian, 
and other churches, no favorable moyement has been made. The Friends in- 
deed, a long time since, took a correct stand, but they stood alone. And at the 
Northi the church refuses to unlock the prison, by apologizing for the sins of 
the South' -by making exceptions and provisos where the law of God has made 
none — ^by fostering unholy hatred and prejudice — by denying the pow« of the 
gospel to eradicate the hatred she cherishes — ^by her pulpits — by her presses — 
by her reviews— by upholding the prejudice that upholds slavery — ^by adducing 
scripture in its support — ^by caressing slave-holders — ^by denouncing emancipa- 
tion — by branding even hei members as cut-throats, incendiaries, firebrands, 
and madmen, whenever they utter a note of remonstrance or of warning. Here 
is a moral power ; but wielded as Satan would have it wielded. Hers are the 
keys ; but the doors are closed^ and the church refuses to open them. Yes ! in 
the church is lodged the moral power of the nation ; but it is a moral power, 
prostituted in prolonging the system of outrage, pollution, and death." 

It was at this Meeting that Dr. S. H. Cox, of New York, repudiated the 
Coloniiation Society, and the doctrine of gradual emancipation ; and, in an 
eloquent speech, maintained the duty of immediate and universal abolition. 
*' And," said Dr. C, " I have come to the conviction by calm inquiry and some 
prayer, that this cause will go, and it is the only cause which will go." 

Captain Stuart, from England, arrived in time to be present at the Meeting, 
as the representative of British Abolitionists. This Christian gentleman, so 
M'eli known in this country for the valuable services he rendered to the cause of 
negro freedom here, has devoted himself to the same great work in the United 
States, and has been eminently useful there. 

(To he continued.) 



ADDRESS OF THE SYNOD OF KENTUCKY, ON SLAVERY. 

The progress of abolition principles in America is strikingly displayed 
in an address .published last year by the Presbyterian Synod of Kentucky. 
It was'drawn up by a Committee specially appointed " to digest and pre- 
pare a plan for the moral and religious instruction of the slaves, and for 
their future emancipation ;" and it furnishes a description of American 
slavery, which completely bears out the representations of abolition writers. 
Kentucky is a alaye state, and the persons who prepared this address con- 
sequently possessed ample opportunities of knowing the system which they 
describe in such dark and fearful colours. They live in the midst of its 
operations, and daily witness the degradation and misery it engenders. 
Nor are they open to the suspicion of being disposed to exaggerate the 
evils which flow from it. No unfriendly disposition to the master can be 
imputed to them, and they are perfectly free from the fanaticism' of the 
abolitionists. These circumstances render their testimony the more valu- 
able, and will secure for their statements a degree of attention and con- 
fidence which might be refused to others. The length of the address pre- 
vents our inserting it entire, ivhich we much regret ; but oyxx extracts will 
sufficiently indicate its character and tendency. 



Address of the Synod of KerUucky. ^ 

Dear Brethren : — The will of Byi^od has made it our duty to lay before you 
" a plan for the moral and religious instruction^ as well as for the future eman- 
cipation^ of the skives'' under your care. We feel the responsibility and difficulty 
of the duty to which the church has called us ; yet the character of those whom 
we addcess strongly encourages us to hope that our labor will not be in vain. You 
profess to be governed by the principles and precepts of a holy religion ; you 
lecognize the £act that you have yourselves '' been made free'' by the blood of 
the Son of God ; and you believe that you have been imbued with a portion of 
the same spirit which was in " Uha, who though he was rich, yet for our sakes 
became poor/' When we point out to such peisons their duty^ and call upon 
them to fulfil it^ our appeal cannot be altogether fruitless. But we have a stiU 
stronger ground of encouragement in our firm conviction, that the cause which 
we advocate is the cause of God^ and that his assistance will make it finally 
prevail. 

We earnestly entreat you, brethren, to receive our communication in the same 
spirit of kindness in which it is made ; and permit neither prejudice nor interest 
to close your minds against the reception of truths or steel your hearts against 
the convictions of conscience. 

We all admit that the system of slavery, which exists among us, is not right. 
Why, then, do we assist in perpetuating it ? Why do we make no serious 
efibrts to terminate it ? Is it not because our perception of its sinfulness is 
very feeble and indistinct, while our perception of the difficulties of instructing . 
and emancipating our slaves is strong and clear ? As long as we believe that 
slavery^ as it exists among us^ is a light evil in the sight of God, so long will we 
leel inclined to pronounce every plan that can be devised for its termination^ 
inexpedient or impracticable. Before, then, we unfold our plan, we wish to 
examine the system^ and try it by the principles which religion teaches. If it 
shall not be thus proved to be an abomination in the sight of a just and holy 
God^ we shall not soUcit your concurrence in any plan for its aboUtion. But if, 
when fiiirly examined, it shall be seen to be a thing which God abhors;, we may 
surely eoipeot that no trifling amount of trouble or loss will deter you from 
lending your effi)rts to its extermination. 

Slavery is not the same all the world over ; and to ascertain its character^ in 
any particular state or country, we must examine the constituents and effects of 
the kind of slavery which there esists. The system, as it exists among us, and is 
constituted by oift laws, consists of three distinct parts— a deprivation of the 
right of property, a deprivation of personal liberty, and a deprivation of personal 
security. In all its parts it is, manifestly, a violation of the laws of God, as 
revealed by the light of nature as well as the light of revelation. 

Ist. A part of our system of slavery consists in depriving human beings of the 
right to acquire and hold property. Does it need any proof to show, that God 
has given to all human beings a right to the proceeds of their own labor ? The 
heathen acknowledge it — every man feels it. The Bible is full of denunciations 
against those who withhold from others the fruits of their exertions. ''Woe 
unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong ; 
that useth his neighbour's service without wages, and giveth him not for his 
work.'** — ^Does an act which is wrong, when done once, and towards one 
individual, become right because it is practised daily and hourly, and towards 
thousands ? Does the Just and Holy One frown the less upon injustice, because 
it is systematically practised, and is sanctioned by the laws of the land ^ 

* Jeremiah xxii. 13. See also James v. 4. Lev. xix. 13. Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. 
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2nd. The deprivation of personal liberty forms another part of our system of 
slavery. Not only has the slave no right to his wife and children, he has no 
right even to himself. His very body, his muscles, his bones, his flesh, are all 
the property of another. ' The movements of his limbs are regulated by the will 
of a master. He may be sold, like a beast of the field ; he may be transported 
in chains, like a felon. 

Still further, the deprivation of personal liberty is so complete, that it destroys 
the rights of conscience. Our system, as established by law, arms the master 
with power to prevent his slave from worshipping God according to the dictates 
of his own conscience. The ovnier of human beings among us may legally 
restrain them from assembling to hear the instructions of divine truth, or even 
from ever uniting their hearts and voices in social prayer and praise to Him who 
created them. God alone is Lord over the conscience. Yet our system, 
defrauding alike our Creator and our slaves, confers upon men this prerogative 
of Deity. Argument is unnecessary to show the guilt and madness of such a 
system. And do we not participate in its criminality, if we uphold it ? 

3rd. The deprivation of personal security is the remaining constituent of our 
system of slavery, — The time was, in our own as well as in other countries, 
when even the life of the slave was absolutely in the hands of the master. It 
is not so now among us. The life of a bondman cannot be taken with impunity. 
But the law extends its protection no further. Cruelty may be carried to any 
.extent, provided life be spared. Mangling, imprisonment, starvation, every 
species of torture, may be inflicted upon him, and he has no redress. But, not 
content with thus laying the body of the slave defenceless at the foot of the 
master, our system proceeds still farther, and strips him> in a great measure, of all 
protection against the inhumanity of any other white man who may choose to 
maltreat him. The laws prohibit the evidence of a slave against a white man 
from being received in a court of justice. So that wantonness and cruelty may 
be exercised by any man with impunity upon these unfortunate people, 
provided none witness it but those of their own color. In describing such a 
condition, we may well adopt the language of sacred writ: '^Judgment is 
turned away backward, and justice standeth afar ofl^; for truth is fallen in the 
street, and equity cannot enter. And the Lord saw it, and it displeased him 
that there was no judgment." 

Such is the essential character of our slavery. — Without any crime, on the 
part of its unfortunate subjects, theyj axe deprived for life, and their posterity 
after them, of the right to property, of the right to liberty, and of the right to 
personal security. These odious feature}^ are not the excrescences upon the sys- 
tem — they are the system itself— they are its essential constituent parts. And 
can any man believe that such a thing as this is not sinful — that it is not hated 
by God — and ought not to be abhorred and abolished by man ? 

But there are certain effects, springing naturally and necessarily out of such a 
system, which must also be considered in forming a proper estimate of its 
character. 

1. Its most striking effect is, to deprave and degrade its subjects by removing 
from them the strongest natural checks to human corruption. 

2. It dooms thousands of human beings to hopeless ignorance. Throughout our 
whole land, so far as we can learn, there is but one school in which, during the 
week, slaves can be taught. The light of three or four Sabbath schools is seen, 
glimmering through the darkness that covers the black population of a whole 
state. Here and there a family is found, where humanity and religion impel the 
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master^ mistress^ or cLildren^ to the laborious task of private instruction. Great 
honor is due to those engaged in this philanthropic and self-denying course; and 
their reward shall be received in the day, "when even a cup of cold water, given 
from Christian motives^ shall secure a recompence. But, after all, what is the 
utmost amount of instruction given to slaves ? Those who enjoy the most of it, 
are fed with but the crumbs of knowledge which fall from their master's table — 
they are clothed with the mere shreds and tatters of learning. 

Nor is it to be expected that this state of things will become better, unless it 
is determined that slavery shall cease. The impression is almost universal, that 
intellectual elevation unfits men for servitude, and renders it impossible to re- 
tain them in this condition. This impression is unquestionably correct. The 
weakness and ignorance of their victims is the only safe foundation on which 
injustice and oppression can rest. And the effort to keep in bondage men to 
whom knowledge has imparted power, would be like the insane attempt of the > 
Persian tyrant, to chain the waves of the sea, and whip its boisterous waters 
into submission. We may as soon expect to fetter the winds, seal up the clouds, 
or extinguish the fires of the volcano, as to prevent enlightened minds from re- 
coveriBg their natural condition of freedom. Hence in some of our states, laws 
have been enacted, prohibiting under severe penalties the instruction of the 
blacks ; and even where such laws do not exist, there are formidable numbers 
who oppose, with deep hostility, every effort to enlighten the mind of the negro. 
These men are determined that slavery shall 'be perpetuated ; and they know 
that their universal education must be followed by their universal emancipation. 
They are then acting wisely according to the wisdom of this world, when they 
deny education to slaves — they are adopting a measure necessary to secure their 
determined purpose. It is, however, policy akin to that which once induced 
the ruffian violators of female chastity, to cut out the tongue, and cut off the 
hands of their victim, to disable her from uttering or writing their names. She 
had to be maimed, or they would bo brought to justice. It is such policy as the 
robber exhibits, who silences in death the voices that might accuse' him, and 
buries in the grave the witnesses of his crimes. He is determined to pursue his 
occupation, and his safety in it requires that he should not indulge in the weak- 
ness of keeping a conscience. How horrible must be that system, which, in the 
opinion of even its strongest advocates, demands as the necessary condition of 
its existence, that knowledge should be shut out from the minds of those who 
live under it— that they should be reduced as nearly as possible to the level of 
brutes or living machines — that the power of their souls should be crushed ! Let 
each one of us ask. Can such a system be aided or even tolerated without deep 
criminality ? 

3. It deprives its subjects, in a great measure, of the privileges of the gospel. 
You may be startled at this statement, and feel disposed to exclaim, *^Our slaves 
are always permitted, and even encouraged, to attend upon the ordinances of wor- 
ship." But a candid and close examination will show the correctness of our charge. 
The privileges of the gospel, as enjoyed by the white population in this land, 
consist mfree access to the Scriptures, a regular gospel ministry, mnd domestic 
means of grace. Neither of these is, to any extent worth naming, enjoyed by 
slaves, as a moment's consideration will satisfactorily show. The law, as it is 
here, does not pre vent /r«c accc««#o the Scriptures — ^but ignorance, the natural 
result of their condition, does. The Bible is before them, but it is to them a 
sealed book. " The light shineth in the darkness, but the darkness compre- 
hendcth it not.'' Like the paralytic, who lay for years by the pool of Bethesdav 
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the waters of healing are near them, but no kind hand enables them to try their 
efficacy. Very few enjoy the advantages of a regular gospel ministry. They 
are, it is trae, permitted generally, and often encouraged, to attend upon the mi- 
nistrations specially designed for their masters. But the instructions, communi- 
cated on such occasions, are above the level of their capacities. They listen as 
to prophesyings in an unknown tongue. The preachers of their own colour are 
still farther from ministering to their spiritual wants — as these impart to them, 
not of their knowledge, but their ignorance ; they heat their animal feelings, but 
do not kindle the flame of intelligent devotion. When the missionaries of the 
cross enter a heathen land, their hope of fully christianizing it rests upon the 
fact, that they can array and bring to bear upon the minds of these children of 
Ignorance and sin, all those varied means which God has appointed for the re- 
formation of man. But while the system of slavery continues among us, these 
means can never be efficiently and fully employed for the conversion of the de- 
graded sons of Africa. Yet " God hath made them of one blood" with ourselves; 
hath provided for them the same redemption ; hath in his providence cast souls 
upon onr care ; and hath clearly intimated to us the doom of him, who ^'seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him." If 
by our example, our silence, or our sloth, we perpetuate a system, which para- 
lyses our hands when we attempt to convey to them the bread of life, and which 
inevitably consigns the great mass of them to unending perdition, can we be 
guiltless in the sight of Him who)iath made us stewards of his grace? 

(To be continued,) 



LETTER FROM DR. S. H. COX, ON HOLDING CHRISTIAN COM- 
MUNION WITH SLAVE-HOLDERS OR SLAVE-DEALERS. 

The Americans are taking right ground on the question — ^the deeply 
important and practical question, of holding communion with the patrons 
of slavery. We hope their example will be extensiyely followed, and that 
the principles indicated in the following letter will be fairly acted on, both 
in Britain and in the United States. The time is past for compromise. 
American Slavery is now known, and condemned as a manifest yiolation of 
the divine law. Its chaJracter is admitted to be sinful ; and its abettors, to 
be implicated in guilt. Consistency, therefore, requires that British 
churches should demand the fruits of repentance to be brought forth, be- 
fore they enter into closer association with the transatlantic commimities. 
To continue our intercouse while they persist in their iniquities, would be 
to inyolve ourselves in their guilt, and to harden their hearts against the 
truth. We strongly recommend the Birmingham resolution, printed in 
another part of our journal, to the imitation of our churches. Dr. S. L. 
Cox is advantageously known as a highly respectable presbyterian minis- 
ter, who some time since visited this country, and on his return to America 
avowed his adherence to the principles of immediate emancipation. He 
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has since zealously labored in their behalf, aad has been rewarded for 
his philanthropy by the pro-slavery mob of New York. He is now the 
president of the Aubum College. 

To Dr, Jona a. Allen, Middlebury, FermonL 

.. Auburn, N. F., Feb. 10, 1836. 

Deab Sir, * 

Yours of the 25th ultimo duly reached me ; but [my official duties Lave 
hindered this answer for several days ; and at present, I feel that the time ade- 
quate to the preparation of a proper answer, is not at my control* 

You especially invite my attention to the question, *' What have Christians in 
the non-slaveholding states to do with slavery ? Ought they to hoid communion 
with slave-holders or slave-dealers, even if the cases are modified as much as that 
of the Rev, Dr. Ely, for example ? 

There is a manifest difference between principles abstractly and absolutely 
viewed, and their application to particular cases ; these may be qualified and 
even palliated, just for the same reason that they may be aggravated also, by 
circumstances. That slavery, the system identically of our own country, is in- 
trinsically and pre-eminently wrong, is at variance with the everlasting righte- 
ousness of the moral empire of God, or, as the lawyers say, is malum in se, is a 
proposition of almost self-evident truth. I know that all masters are not equally 
cruel, covetous, or obdurate ; and that all slaves are not equally abused : nay, 
that some are treated comparatively well and kindly, and are comparatively 
happy. But what of this, as it respects the conscience ? It is all one system. 
Every owner of a slave, not even my honored friend above named excepted, up- 
holds the system — ^lends it the awfid sanction of his practice, his influence, and 
his name ; and is, like a temperate drinker (as it respects another grand moral 
interest of reform), a mighty obstacle to the ascendancy of conect sentiment and 
correct action in the community. 

I am more struck with the similarities of injury, than with the seeming ex- 
ceptions of favor, in the privations and degradations of the slaves. The experiv 
ence of the worse treated, is the liability of the best treated of them all ; and 
every good master, who dies intestate, leaves to the machinery of the law the 
disposal of his whole estate— his fellow-creatures included ; and the hammer of 
the auctioneer is invoked to sell them, singly, or in pairs or lots, to suit pur- 
chasers ; as are the phrases of stereotyped commercial usage. But I make 
these observations by the way, to show that the system is one — that the diffe- 
rences are comparatively inconsiderable — ^that they vary not the principle or the 
casuistry of the matter — that the system is utterly and awfully wrong — that no 
Christian ought to do evil that good may come in favor of it ; and that those who 
care for their souls, and for the approbation of God Almighty, ought not to be 
driven from the true state and nature of these matters and their involved issues. 

As to the principle, as related to the moral code of God, I hesitate not a 
moment to say, that, other things being equal, a slaver of any descripticm ought 
to be excluded from the communion of the church ; and that, by consequence, 
the members of the church, individually, ought to withdraw communion from 
slave-holders and slave-dealers universally. Whatever in the system, or in our 
support of it, is morally wrong, is no small criminality. It is piacular, rather 

P 
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tbtt Teniai It is the mozal aanihilation md perditioB of out fellow-ereatxures'^ ' 
each one of tbem a brother of the speckfi — ^an immortal — a man in body^ son^ 
and spirit. And is it our Judge' Eternal, 'who condescends to wear our common 
nature, in the person of Jesus Christ, on his throne ? and to call every man his 
brother — such emphatically, if he loves the Saviour ? and to be represented on 
the earth, by the poor and the oppressed? And the King shall answer , and say 
unto them. Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
LEAST OF THESE MT BBBTHBEN, ye have doue it unto me. 

The application of these reasonings, or of this principle of non-communion, is, 
as I have said, another matter. I shall view it as related to those who are ac^ 
tual slavers in some way, and those who advocate and approve their cau&e. Of 
these,^ inversely— 

1. In reference to the speculative slavers, or the pronslavery advocates, in 
church and state, espeeiaJUy among us here at the north, I think, on the princi- 
ple that light graduates guilt, our church discipline must ^probably begin with, 
them. We must not be partakers of other men's sins. We must have no fellow- 
ship with evil works, hut rather reprove them. Now our old maxim is a sound 
one : The paetakeb la as bai> as the Thief. I say it is sound : for so says God 
himself. When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him, declares the 
Holy Ghost, in the fiftieth Psalm ; where the day of judgment] is described in 
its principles, and anticipated in its decisions ; and where God condemns the 
castaways, on the principle that they approved the evils that others did* Thus 
the apostle charged a promiscuous audience, with the crimes that other hands 
than theirs perpetrated, against the life of Jesus Christ. Te denied the Holy 
One and the Just, and desired a murderer to he granted unto you ; and killed the 
Prince of Life, whom God hath raised from the dead: whereof we are witnesses.. 
On the same principle, we have all justified bis murderers, appropriated their crime,, 
^nd crucified HIM ourselves. And what is their plea for doiug thL^ among us, 
in the matter of slavery ? Whatever be its form or its ingenuity, it is all, so far 
^ I have yet seen, an excuse framed on the principle of expediency. It is all a 
short-sighted, time-bounded, truth-denying plea or convenience. I should think 
then that it may be expedient to sin against God, in certain instances and cir- 
cumstances ! What fools the martyrs were ! If their '^ noble army" could only 
have gone to school to certain modern casuists, they might have learned how to 
lear (hem that. Tcill the hody.. The nuHennium can ^never come, nor the. gospel 
spread its genuine influences, in. our own country, nor missions prosper, tUT the 
total system of slavery is abolished.. O, what a sin is slavery f 

We must do more than not approve, or any other negative. We must wiisely, 
but fihnly, testify against it ; or calm conscience aright, iot excepting, from our 
testimony against sin, one of tho greatest of its systems. We must let our light 
shine, if we have any. We mast practically interpret Hebrews xiii. 3,. Psalm 
xli. 1-^, James ii* 4 — 9, Matthew xxvii. 19 — ^20, Romans i. 14. A very great 
divine in New England, just after I was mobbed in New York for pitying the 
poor, through the influence of the pious editors of daily papers in tkat eity-* 
them and their satellites,, wrote me a letter, the sum of which was, that I had 
nothing to do with slavery, and. had better say nothing about it, as a minister of 
the gpspel, or as a man. I replied^ mainly requesting sui answer to these two 
questions : Is the system of slavery, as it exists concretely — net in the abstract 
— ^in our country, morally vrrong, or morally right, or .morally eharacterized at 
all? If it. is any of these, how can it be proved that a minister of the gospel, a 
Chdstian, or a man, in this country, has no moral relation to it ? He sent me a 
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verbal message of thanks for my answer— promised a reply to it ; but eighteen 
months nearly have passed without its reception. 

2. In reference to actual slavers in our country^ the application of the non- 
communion principle to their case^ is one of solemn moment. It will have to be 
discussed; and not lately have I first considered it. But my paper^ I see^ is 
too near its limits, to authorize me in this communication properly to enter on it. 
This I may employ an early opportunity to do in another paper. Then the 
mag^nitude of its relations — the palliating circumstances of our southern brethren 
in respect to it — the progress of lig^t — the nature of sins of ignorance, and the 
proper season and manner of action on our part, will come to be considered in 
the treatment of the question. I am very far from wishing to say or do one 
rash thing, on this subject of thrilling and never-to-be-slighted interest. 

In what remains of this paper, I would dwell on the enormity of the whole 
system of slavery, both as to its original sin, and as to our innumerable actual 
transgresdons that flow from it. It is founded in man-theflk, which is high 
felony and piracy by the laws of aU civilized nations* The ancestors of all our 
oolored brethren were diabolically stolen in Africa, cruelly forced over the 
Qcean and sold, because they were bought in our country; they and their 
ofTspring with them^ prospectively^ to the last generation of time, were purchased 
and confirmed to their owners and their heirs for ever ! Now, as to the equUy 
Of. the title* Trace ihe stream to its source. Can man-theft make equity ? 
- Apw>po8---it 18 just a year, on the dd instant, since the Rev. Mr* Ludlow, of 
New York, known and honored for his hearty faithfulness in this and every other 
good cause, and myself, were taking tea in that^city at the house of one of my 
beloved £imilies (for I was then a pastor), when a villain or two slipt into the 
hall^ and stole our overcoats in the twinkling of an eye. The next day, we en- 
tered a description of them at the police-office, in some dubious hopes of their 
ilestoration. About three days after I called alone, and 'had the pleasure to 
identify his, in their capacious wardrobe. It was strangely found. One of the 
thieves actually brought the other, with Mr. Ludlow's coat on him, to the office, 
complaining, virtually, as the event showed, that his co-thief was not equitable 
in dividing the booty ; when they were both taken into custody, and the coat 
restored to its owner. But where, said I, is my new Boston wrapper, for 
which I paid a round sum the previous week ? These were the thieves that 
took it also, and at the same time. Very like. Sir, said the officers, you will 
never find it. They probably sold it to some equally honest purchaser, who en- 
courages the trade ; and there are many such in the city. But if sold from one 
to another a thousand times, and we find it at last, we will take it at all hazards, ^ 
add restore it to you ; for stealing, you know, can never make a title ; and buy- 
ing stolen goods* is no lawful possession. 

Well, thought I, let my wrapper go— and gone it is, to this day. But let me 
see — stealing can never make a title to a surtout or wrapper. What then if I 
had been in it myself-— if I had been stolen and sold successively to a thousand 
purchasers, would not my present owner have an equitable title at last? Why> 
no — if a man is as important as a wrapper. 

Samuel H. Cox. 
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TIi$ Baptittt in America, A Narrative of the 
Deputation from the Baptist Union in 
England, to the United States and Canada, 
By the Rev. Drs. Cox and Hoby — Lon- 
don. Ward & Co. Second Edition. 

A Letter to the Rev, Drs, Cox and Hoby, 
containing Strictures on their Conduct rela- 
tive to the question of Slavery in America, 
Bj the Rev. Thomas Wili»cocks — Lon- 
don. W. Ball. Second Edition. 

It is not onr purpose to enter into 
the literary merits of these works^ or to 
notice the denominational intelligence, 
extensive and valuable as it is^ which 
the former of them contains. The cha- 
racter of our publication restricts us to 
one feature of the case v^hich the Drs. 
Cox and Hoby have presented to the 
public ; and in the remarks which we 
shall offer, it will be our aim to com- 
bine respect to them as individuals, 
with a fearless exposure of what we 
deem culpable in their public conduct. 

In their volume they have unfolded 
the measures which they adopted, and 
the policy they pursued, on the all-ab- 
sorbmg question of Negro Slavery; 
and it would afford us unfeigned 
delight to be able to record our satis- 
faction with the defence they have 
attempted: but truth compels us to 
declare that, after giving to tneir state- 
ments the most attentive and impartial 
consideration; after having maturely 
weighed them, both in the details which 
they furnish, andin the general principles 
which they involve; and after having 
heard from themselves various supple- 
mentary explanations, we not only 
remain unsatisfied of the propriety of 
the course which they adopted, but 
strongly impressed with the conviction, 
that they have unintentionally inflicted 
on the cause of Abolition in America 
an injury, which it will require the 
utmost vigilance and the most strenu- 
ous efforts of the Baptist denomination 
to remedy. It is well known, that at 
the time of their going out, large expec-. 
tations were entertained of the benefits 
which would accrue from their mission 
to the sacred cause of Negro Emanci- 
pation. Nor were these expectations 
unreasonable. The character of the 



delegates, the Anti-Slavery reputation 
and zeal of the body they represented, 
and the avowed and published objects 
of their mission, all concurred to awaken 
the hope that their visit to the United 
States would rejoice the hearts and 
strengthen the hands of our American 
brethren, who are engaged, with all the 
zeal and self-devotion of an apostle^ in 
the noblest moral enterprise of the age» 
" We send our deputation," said tne 
Committee of the Baptist Union, {in 
their circular of October 1, 1834, " to 
promote most zealously, and to the. 
utmost of their ability, m the spirit of 
love, of discretion, and of fidehty, but 
still most zealously to promote, the 

SAOBSD CAtrSB Of NEGBO EMANCIPATION.'* 

This kngua^ secured the co-opera- 
tion and pecuniary aid of many churchcB; 
which did not sympathize with tlie 
committee in the more general and in- 
defijiite objects which the dele&^ation 
contemplated. It was regarded as a 
distinct and solemn pledge, that th^' 
brethren who went out would openly 
and fearlessly, in every mode whicn 
was compatible with Chnstian integrity, 
enunciate the principles of the body 
they represented, and publicly invoke, 
to the Abolition cause, aU the moral 
strength and influence of the churches 
they visited. It was expected that 
they would take their stand, without 
fear or compromise, on the same ground 
as had been occupied at home ; that, 
leaving the political bearings of the 
question to Americans, they would, in 
consonance with their Christian pro- 
fession, and in virtue of their represen- 
tative character, have denounced 
Slavery as a flagrant violation of human 
right, an impious assumption of the 
prerogative of God, and a monstrous 
and soul-destructive transgression of 
the laws of Christ. It was expected 
that their voice would proclaim m the 
sanctuaries of devotion, in the assem- 
blies of Christian philanthropists, and 
at Richmond itself, the inconsistencies 
and sins involved in the Slave system 
which was supported by so many of 
the] American churches. The deno- 
mination at home, comparatively indif- 
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ferent to the other objects of their slavery^ but mourned oyer by the friends 
mission^ looked with intense solicitude of freedom. Both parties expected 
to this ; and many a prayer was pre- them to take a public part in the dis- 
sented to the Father of the spirits of all cussion of the Slave question ; but when 
fleshy that their affectionate and earnest their decision was announced, the pro- 
appeals, circulating by a thousand chan- slavery press of America sounded uieir 
nets through the length and breadth of praise, while the sincere abolitionists of 
America, might arouse the torpid con- that country regretted that tliey had 
science of its Christian population, and landed on its shores.''^ This fact, so no- 
impel them to the instantaneous aban- torious and indisputable, is sufficient to 
donment of their cherished and defend- determine the direction in which their 
ed sin. Modem times have not pre- moral influence was exerted. They 
sented a situation more replete with did not so design it. We are persuaded 
the elements of moral greatness than that they were Abolitionists at heart, 
that to which the Providence of God but they had not the moral courage and 
invited the English delegates. By determmation of character which fitted 
sacrificing temporary popularity, by re- them for such new and trying circum- 
sisting the temporizing su^estions of stances. When such a man as Willieun 
learned professors and ministers of re- Lloyd Garrison, whom to know is to 
ligion, by closing their ear against the admire and love, can condemn their 
poisoned 'representations of tne advo- conduct in the immeasured terms which 
cates and extenuators of Slavery, by are employed in his letter inserted in 
refusing the hospitalities which were the Patriot of Jul^ 6, we cannot but 
offered, and the flattery which was dif- deplore the mischievous consequences 
fused, on the implied condition of a of their pusillanimous and temporiiing 
public silence on the great sin and policy. 

abomination of the American church ; ^ In proportion to the expectations 

they might have rendered unequalled which their mission had awakened, are 

service to the cause of human happiness the disappointment and regret now per- 

and virtue, and have enshrined them- vading the Baptist denomination of this 

selves in the affection of the enlightened 

in every clime. On their return to their 



m every clime, un tneir return to tneir • on the nth of May, the day precediDg the 

native land, they would have been Wel- Anti-Slavery MeetiDg at New York, Dr. Cox 

J 'ii- i.i.«^ -, "u-^*.v.««»« f^^^A ^^ coupled with Mr. Thompson ui the New 

COmedwithmorethanabrotnerslnena- York Courier and Inquirer; imd the two 

ship; and the voice of thanksgiving and represented as " mad missionaries" and " 

praise would have ascended on their ^J^^^^^ ^^^.^ ^ "" 

account, from a thousand sanctuaries, day,«attend; butif wedid, itwoui 



were 
hire- 
says the 

the following 
would be to aid 
to the Father of mercies, whom they in tarring aad/ecUhering the impudent foreign 

had so faithfully served. . Would that gS^S^' ^"^J-^ T^S^^^^Z 

a Paul, a Luther, or a Kmbb, had OCCU- cord and disunion. Let them beware of the 

pied their place! We should then have '^r^^l^f'Z^S;kon'^r^^ ; ^Ll^. 

heard appeals such as passion lorms in losing day, Dr. Cox'. celebrated note was written 
its SUblunest mood, which, commg forth and published ; and on the 13th, the same pro. 

from the depths of the human, heart, SlT^rSf^^^'^'S^tS'^^^dSS 

would have exercised an omnipotent pioyed the following eulogistic language. ** It 

sway over the reUgious sensibiUties of ^Hdi^ "'«''". ^^.tld S!^u^n 

their bearers. ^ i i ®^ ^^ madman Thompson, meddle with that 

But the opportunity was lost j lost, which does not concern him ; but that he pes- 

never to^be regained. A century may JgJJJlXS^ti.^^i^SII^.'SrjL'S 

pass before the representatives Ol a ©f conduct The letter in reply to the committee 
religious bodv have it aSfain in their who requested his attendance, is alike honorable 
^^^ X ^^£,v. M.^l. 'k^n^fa f\n tht^'jv to his head and his heart. He has acted, indeed, 

power to confer such benefats on tneir ^^^ ^ philanthropist, who, while weephig ovei 

lellow-men, or to do such honor to tne the evils of slavery, is conscious of the imprao- 

God whom they serve. We regret, ticabUity of immediate emandpation, and the 

Y"« »TAJv*** "" > J . . _ t.^ ^x^i^x: ^\^L pohtical bearings of the question; and he has 

deeply regret, the decision to wmcn tne Jjoved himself a man of sense, and a gentleman 

delegates came. We regret it on their unwilling to outrage the feelings of our people 

^«,« «««/^,-irif MX finnniinf nf the bodv '>y offidously intermeddling with a subject, with 

own account, on account OI ine ooay ^^^^^ ^ ^ stranger and t^ fweigner, he has no 

from which they proceeded, ana espe- earthly business to interfere. We hope his 




it was applauded by tne patrons of reproof that could have been administered. 
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ooilBtiy. A deep and jeUied feeling of jroa, been saixoiinded witti tbe afec-' 
diasatifi&ction pTevaiis, whieh the de- tionate greetiogs, and laMti^ tean, and 
feace attempted in the present pnblica- wrestlmg prayera of the maetuu; at Rich^ 
tion will be fef firom femovinff* ^^'^} 8^«"d have felt as did the prophet 

^ Samuel, when he said to Sam, ' But what 
" I do not believe/' says IVIr. Willcocks, meaneth this bleating of the sheep in mine 
in his dignified, gentlemanly, and Christian- ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I 
like letter, " there is one of them [the Bap- hearV And, I yerSy believe, that, even 
tist churches of England] so recreant to its though some Virginian mynudon of the 
Anti-Slaveiy principles, as to have virtually laws had stood at the door of the conv^otioD, 
said, < We hereby appoint our brethren. Dr. I must have delivered my soul, by bearnig 
Cox and the Rev. J. Hoby, our delegates ^ testunony against (Blaye4ieldiBg iniquily, 
to the Richmond triennial convention, for widiin its waUs. Had you thus acted, yoa 
the purpose of forming a fraternal alliance ought have been appimhended by the Vim 
with the Baptist American churches ; tuid ginian BiagistcBtes, as ' ibreigninoendiaries,' 
if they find that the subject of Negro i^an* snd have been ctmsigned to wicked incar- 
eipation is too delicate and tender to be ceration. Bat in that case, you would have 
touched at its meetings, we hereby further had the honour of suffering ' for righteous- 
commission then to merge it with all Chris* ness' sake,' and would have commanded the 
tian charity, and not fail to incorporate us sj^nipathy and respect of evenr friend to 
with brethren whom we so highly esteem unbending consistency, both in America and 
and love,' If there be one such church &t home." — ^p, 12. 
among us, let it be named ; let it become .,, , . , - , 
the object of holy indignation ; let it hence- ^® °^"^' "^ permitted to adduce one 
forth and for ever be silent on the topic of ^^'^ extract from this admizable and 
slavery, and, in order to enjoy the pleasures 'Well-timed pamphlet^ when ,we shall 
of sympathy, remove to some American pass on to other matters involved in 
slave-state.*<— p. 5, ^ The Baptists in America." Referring 
*•* To crown all," adds Mr. Willcocks, to the political bearings of the Anti- 
** you would have effected the utter oonAi- Slavery cause, Mr. W. 8ay8-<" 
sion of all order, the ruin of all Christian 

feeling, the destruction of all love and fial* " You tell us, that the slave question is 

lowship ! And could you do this 1 Will doubtless one of humanity and religion, but 

the warmest partisan, it he be a Christian, that it iB also one of internal policy, relating 

say you ought to have done this 1 Excuse to the civil e<hnuuBtration of the country, 

me, dear brethren, if I tell you that tibis I have too much respect for you, dear 

that you are disciples 
litical expediency; hut 
d in asserting that you 

read it again and again, with mingled pity appear lb reason as such. You seem almost 

and surprise. What is the true state or the to lose sight of the moraUoi the Anti-Slaveiy 

ease T Here is an American Christian as* question in your semi- American seal for the 

sembly, that you beheld bedewed with tears perpetuity of the union* In your terror aft 

of sacred sensibility, glowing with fervent consequences, you forget the paramount 

i^rmpatfay and love, mil of harmony and claims of principle. If the internal policy 

union, and the manifest presence of the o£ vaj nation be at utter variance with the 

Spirit of God, and even reminding you of dictates of humanity, and the principles of 

the spirit displayed in 'primitive tunes-^ immutable justice, it is the solemn aufy of 

and yet, if you had ventured to remind them Christians to endeavour, by all legitimate 

that, for the sin of slavery, the Great Head means, and through the proper channels, to 

of the church has ' somewhat against them,' effect a change in such policy. Aye, and if 

there would have immediately ensued the they neglect to do this, they prove traitors 

confusion of all order, the ruin of all Chris- even to the cause of genuine patriotism. So 

tian feeling, and the destruction of all love long as America holds more than two mil- 

and fellowship ! Is it possible* that you lions of Afric's children in cruel vassalage, 

mean to tell us this 1 And yet what other she not only gives the lie to her seal for li« 

construction can be put upon your words 1 berty, and invites the laughter and scorn of 

tell me not, then, of tne revivals, and European despots, but provokes the wrath 

missionary labours, and triennial oonven* of the God of heaven. How, then, can any 

tions of America, bringine down heaven American Christian, who loves his oountzy, 

upon eajth ; X shall never believe that our «ad would preserve her intact from divine 

transatlantio chusehes are in a aound spi* vengeance, dare refuse to cooperate in 

ritual state, until they will permit us calmly measures for giving freedom to the slave t 

to reason, and txwiy to remonstrate with If the present Anti-slavery Society of Ame- 

them, on the tin 01 slavery. Had I, like Tica be too rash in its spirit, and too rapid 
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io/ its BorenatktA,, let not the Americaa We regret to perceive t^ftt the ne- 

Baptists ait bf idle and silent, but form am eessity for further remarka i» not «tt- 

Aati-Slaverj society of their own, and invoke perseded by the second edition of the 

to its aid an their feWcitizens who wish cc Baptists in America." We did hope 

to combine wi^om wilh fimmess, and pro- ^^^^ ^ ^ reconsideraticm of the case, 

deuce with zeiu. But I have yet to be «.v^ j^i«,»^*^« ,w,^.,i;i >»«„-• ««*»« ♦"kI 

convirtced, that the abolitionists of America '^^ delegates would have seen ^ 

deserve the character which, for argument's I^opnety of erasing those passages 

saSe, I have imputed to them. The follow- ^ ^^eh, by miplication or direct 

ing is the tribute borne to th«r character Statement, they impeach the publio 

and eoaduce W Dn Channing, who is no€ Conduct of our distinguished and no* 

InmselfaftabebtionKt in die American sense ble^hearted eountrvman, Mr. George 

of the word. ' As a party, they are BxBgii-> Thompson. He does not need any 

larly fire* froHb pc^tkal and religious seeta- vindication from us. The memorials oi 

rittiis»» and have been distinguished by the his zeal are widely scattered over the 

absence of management, calculation, and American continent, and will proclaim 

woddly wisdom. That they have ever pro- to the latest geneiation, in language 

posed or deared msuixection among the which all can understand, the profi- 

slaves, there is no reason to beheve. AU ^^^ ^^tent and value of the service 

their prmciples repel the supposiUon. It « g^ ^^ rendered to oppressed and dying 

a remarkable fact that, though the south and t •. -n j « ju ^^t^^z. 

the mrrth have been Lgued to crush them, I'^t^'H' ,^^^* ^^^^ ^' ^ '*^^f 

though theu hrce been watched by a milHan 0/ ^T the vilest and most loathsome out- 

eyes^undthmgkpreradicehasbeenpreparedto <»y ^h\ch ever ^sailed the cbaractei! 

detect the sUghiest stgn ^ eorrupt cornnrnniea" « ^ V^^^ ma»> ^ reputaU<m will bo 

turn loi^ ikt Oaves, yet this crime hoe net been the honor of his age> asd the cherished 

fattemd on a smgh member of t&ti body.'^-^ remembnance of future times.^ It has. 

"They shall nol be sitripped of the lights o£ been our happiness to know something 

aoan, of lights ^aranteed by the laws and of him ill private life, and to witness 

constitution, without one vmeej at least, veith ever-increasing admiration his rare 

being raised in their defence.* You your- assemblage of intellectual and moral 

selves, moreover, teH us that, amonff the endowments, alT consecrated, by an en- 

AnU-Slaveiy Comimttee, there are of the ligfetened piety, to the best interests of 

best character, and of the most exdted ^1 feUow4en. That such a manshould 

^T^^Ji^^lf'^t^J^^LZ!^^^f ^^ defamed and insulted by slavehold- 

tne great majority of the American Baptists j ^i. • ^^ 1.1. i, i. -. 

refole to afly thlselves ; and, I reg^t to f '^^ , «?5 , ^}^^'! abettors, was but na- 

add, l&ey ari sanctioned in Iheir conluct by ^^ > ^}^^ ^^^i En^hshmen, that Chns- 

ycPCF timid Mid injurious eiample. You ^^^^ ^^^ ehnstian mimsters, and, 

m&rm us, indeed, that sueh was* the* vio- above all, that Enghsh Baptist dele^ 

lenoe of panr feelings, th«ti«woidd have 9»tte, should join the hite and cry 

been impossible to faavetahen any part in agaiast him, is deeply to be deplored 
these proceedings^ witfhout being understood 



«**^i*«MaMfcv- 



as concurring in measiires, respeoting which » ^^ cannot find terms snActeirtly strong fa 

you entertained, senous doubts. Or else of express our owtempt for tin meauMBs aiul ma» 

specifying what yQ4L could not whoUy ap« levolenoe of an insmaation contained in a lettejr 

Drove • and ni thfl. tuanA tVm« xrem Tniio* ^^ ^r. Breckinridge,', ins^tfed' in the Patriot of 

prove , ana, at "*® . s^®^™®^, J^ "i«st ^^^ ^5 « You have aeU four messengers," htf 

have assumed an attitude of hostihty agamst s»y«, " ttom your diorohesto ours ; aad I am now 

other measures, which you did not wholly the fourth messenger from our churches to yoo, 

disapprove. It Is due. then, to vour ^ *^® ^°**^® ®^ °"® ^^^ ^^ passionate man to 

brethren, whom you «pr«ented in ime- ^t^^,-'^tTonTS^:^l-Z\Z 

nca, to state what were the measures re- transaction r Does this acrimonious and bitter 

speeting which you entertained serious opponentof Mr. Thompson know— and, if he does 

doubts. But, * My colleague and T,' you ?»*, we inform him of the fact, that. « P'oceed- 

t-^x, ;-»*_ Lj. y t ° x _i J \j •'v *og on his American Mission, Mr. T. made a pe» 

lurtner mstruct us, were not pledged, by caniary sacrifice, which no one of the other de- 

eaay expressed or understood agreement, t6 legates refenred to had an opportuoity of making, 

attend th© anniversary of the Anti-Slaverv H»d he remained in this conntry, there was 

Sn^i«a*«r ' T«,a * >»,,♦ if «»*♦, «r»«« «««♦ »"« pltdgcd to him an income double that which he 

Society. Irue ; but, if you were sent to ^j^% receive in the United States ; but, nobly 

America, zealously to promote the sacred superior to all such consid^rationsv he declared,, 

cause of nes^ emancipation,'' how cotild ** I gp consecrated to the cause of abolition, 

you better accomplish this object of your P| Providence oflGod calls me to this embassy : 

1.:- • - av V vT 1 "J irt • ^ and, regardless of the silrer and tiie gold, I will 

mission, than by publicly identiiymg your- ,bey hw summons, and be found at my post." 

selves with the abolitionists of that country. The reputation of soch a man is not to be injured 

Aough their zeal may not. in every minutia *y ®°® whose visit to Britain has done more to» 

Ka «.^.io«a/i «,;♦!» ^u^r.1^*^ ,.^^A^^ ^^A J'- lower the character of the mmfetry of Americt* 

be regulated with absolute wisdom and dis- j^ p^^ic estimation, Uian any other event whiob 

cretion ? '—p. 16. has transpii ed. 
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by every friend of humanity and reli- 
gion. Instead of strengthening their 
case, it will prejudice it in the public 
judgment, and will expose them to mis- 
constructions from which their princi- 
ples and attachments are alike abhor- 
rent. But Mr. Thompson, it is alleged, 
was intemperate and rash, fierce in iuf- 
Tective, and slanderous in his reports 
of American Christians. We have had 
pretty extensive opportunities of exa- 
mining his speeches, both in America 
and JSritain ; we have listened to the 
report of enemies and friends ; and do 
not hesitate to say, as the result of our 
investigation, that his crime has been 
bis faithfulness* He has called things 
bj their proper name; has denounced 
sm as sm ; and reprobated, in strong, 
nervous, and impassioned langua^, the 
monstrous inconsistency and wicked- 
ness of republican Christians in en- 
slaving the bodies and ruining the souls 
of their fellow-men. Had he been 
content with general denunciations of 
slavery, and embedded these '^ in soft 
and silken eulogiums," he might have 
been as popular as any of hiis country- 
men who have visited the western 
world. But he had a higher vocation. 
'' The Spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon him ;" and, faithful to the claims 
of duty, he cried aloud and spared not^ 
but, lifting up his voice like a trum- 
pet, he showed the people their trans- 
gression, and the house of Jacob their 
sins. 

But his measures are represented as 
having been injurious to the Anti- 
Slavery cause. ^^Exasperating mea- 
sures,' it is observed, '* and the language 
of invective, have checked and thrown 
back the cause. ... An Anti-Slavery 
agent from this country might have 
pursued a course which would have 
been wise, and must have been bene- 
ficial; which would have tended to 
unite the good of all classes and par- 
ties; which would have been honorable 
to Britain, and felicitous for America. 
That course has unhappily not been 
pursued — not, I mean, by the Anti- 
Slavery affent." This passage displays 
^ profound ignorance of human nature, 
And of the unexampled rapidity with 
which the abolition cause has been 
progressing in America. When was an 
extensive revolution effected in the so- 
<\d\ arrangements and commercial en- 
terprises of a people, without an ar- 
«laou6 and fearful struggle? Wlicn 



did despotism, in its foul^t form, re- 
linquish its prey ; or cupidity^abandoii 
its gain ; or the petty tyrants of our 
world, whether professing Christians or 
avowed infidels, become juBt and mer-> 
ciful, without a deadly effort to crush 
the power by which they were ulti- 
mately subdued? History replies to 
Uiese queries with sufficient distinct- 
ness to expose the &llacy of the passage 
we have adduced. It was not to be 
expected that the ^lave owners or 
slavery advocates of America, whether 
found in the church or in the worlds 
should permit the progress of abolition 
principles, without raising an outcry 
sufficient to alarm the timid, and to 
deter the half-hearted from embarking^ 
in the service of humanity. 

But we have other and less exception- 
able witnesses to the character and re- 
sults of Mr. Thompson's labors in 
America, than the Baptist delegates. 
There are circumstances which may 
fairly be supposed to have prejudiced 
their jud^ent; and we thereiore appeal 
from (their verdict to the decision of 
men at whose invitation he proceeded 
on his mission, and with whom he 
daily labored in the great cause of 
human freedom and virtue. The inter- 
est which they have at stake, the apos- 
tolic zeal with which they have devoted 
their chaxacter, their property, and 
lives to this department ot Christian 
benevolence and duty, gives an autho- 
rity to their statement which no otner 
party can claim. We have now before 
us several of the reports which they 
have recently issued, from three or four 
of which we shall adduce the high and 
honorable testimony which they bear 
to our aspersed countryman. At the 
Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts 
AntiSlavsry Society, held on the 20th 
of last January, the following resolu- 
tion, moved by the Rev. Orange Scott, 
was adopted unanimously : — 

*' That we mark with grateful reverence 
the example set hefore us by the philanthro- 
pists of Britain respecting the abohtion of 
Slavery, and report to them, with hearts 
deeply penetrated, the faithfulness and suc- 
cess of the noble spirits they have sent to 
our aid ; and that in view of this entire 
awakened country, roused by George 
Thompson to a knowledge of its cherished 
enmity to emancipation, we owe to him, and 
those who granted his aid to our request, to 
be moie and mure faithful to the cause to 
which he sacrificed all his personal interests 
at the hazard of his life." 
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The report of the society, after men- malignant opposition, such as few hare 

ttoning tne names of Bimey, Stuart, encountered since the days of the apostles, 

Tappan, Jay, and others, alludes to and such as nothing hut the truth and feith- 

Mr. Thompson in the foUowing eloquent f^hiess of an apostle could have caUed 

passage o * forth. He counted not his hfe dear to him 

"^t we may not thus excuse ourselves ^ ^"^ "^F^ ""f f^ oppressed, nor would 

from making special mention of the services W P^"^ ^»^« f^""^^ ^^ ^ ^.^ross Uie 

of one, now, we trust, breathing again the Atlantic, hut for the urgent advice of his 

air of his native land, whence h^came to ^J^^""^* ^> were unwiIUng that a martyr 

this country, at the invitation of this society, ff American hberty should be any odier 

to niise his voice of strength, and exert lus ^"^ an Amencan citiaen. They would fam 

various and surpassing talents, for the ?P"« .?'®'!u T''?/ ^^f^^^ o^ stemmg 

relief of suffering men. Mr. Thompson l»f soil with the blood of the reprwentative 

has been the chief speaker among many of her best friends m the old world--a man 

who have spoken well, and has labored more Tr"? *^® """^^^^ pWanthropists of Europe 




ner and a measure that have given an im- J^^siasm with which George I hompson has 

pulse to the Anti-Slavery cause, which wiU T®^ received by aU whose favor is worth 

be felt to the last. It flows, and wUl keep ^^™e^ *» ^»« ^^^^^^ ^'"^^\ They wdl have 

flowing on. He poured himself out like '®^°^ J^ "X^^* *^® violence which mt»r- 

wateTT and the wonder of all who heard ^^^^ ^l' Thompson s labors here, for his 

hitn was, that his stream of facts, and argu- J,^*^® ^^ J® f"^^ *®"^^^® *°, oppressors 

ments, and illustrations, and appeals seemed ™ «J«f ' ^^^'^ I* ^T®^ ?<^5°s» tiie Atlanfac, 

to be never diminished, but still gushed »>acked by Uie oud acclaim of that noble 

forth, as from a fountain ever full and over- fy 1 philanthropists who knocked the 

flowing. He performed, while here, an otters from eight hundred thousand BnUsh 

amoimt of service, as we have elsewhere ■**''®*» , 

Baid, the narrative of which would be re- mi "Sj?^^ extract, and we have done, 
garded by many as an incredible tale. The ^he Rhode Island Anti-Slavery Con- 
remembrance of his energy, zeal, andalacrity vention, at its meeting in February last, 
in the work he was sent to do, will never unanimously adopted the following 
be effaced ; and we hope it will incite us to resolution. 

constantly increasing diligence. He came " That this convention waits with the 
to us as highly commended as he could be, utmost solicitude to hear of the safe arrival 
by the Christian philanthropists of England, of our beloved brother, George Thompson, 
And he returns to them with our united in England ; that it regards his labors in 
testimony that he has amply redeemed the this country as having been signally instru^ 
pledges they gave us. He has shown him- mental in advancing the holy cause of uni- 
self to be thoroughly furnished for his office, versal emancipation among us ; that emo- 
And he has in no case compromised the tions of love and gratitude fill our hearts 
Clnristian character of his mission. We towards him -, that we thank 'and bless our 
cannot find words to express our shame for British abolition brethren for having sent 
the ineffable meanness of our opposers, who, him to our shore, and that we blush for]]oiir 
unable to answer his arguments or to with- country to think that he has been compelled, 
stand his appeals, were eager to drive the by public ferociousness, to return to those 
highly-lifted philanthropist from the coun- who sent hun hither, 
try, by msult, calumny, and violent assaults Here we must close; and we hope 
upbii his person. They have effected their that no further occasion will present it- 
purpose. But we weep rather for them, self for referring to the matters dis- 
thimfor him." ^ cussed in this arScle. We have drawn it 

Similar testunwiy is borne by the up vnth no other feeling than that of 

American Anti-Slavery Society, m its personal respect and good will towards 

report adopted on the 10th of last May. the parties whose conduct we have cen- 

" They would not forget to mention,* say gu^ed. Believing them to have erred, 
the committee m this mvaluable document, „„/! :„ «„-':„«. f«T,o,r-t» ir,i„,.«ri /^U^^ ^f ¥\.L 
" the services of those noble-hearted and ^, ^"'''^^ ^l^V^ ^"^^"^^^"^ ''''^ ""J T 
devoted me^ Charles Stuart and George ^^st causes which ever engaged the 
Thompson. The former has, during ^e sympathies of the human heart, we 
year, given his time, and more than his ^^'^^. ^?^ shrunk from declaritiff our 
time, gratuitously to this cause. The latter, convicUon. Had we done so, we should 
while he remained with us, labored most l^^^e been unworthy of the confidence 
abundantly, and gained multitudes of con- of our readers, and have lost that self- 
verts. With the utmost fearlessness and respect which, next to the commendation 
good temper, he met a storm of mean and of our God, we most earnestly desire. 

6 
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RESOLUTIONS OF ASSOCIATED BODIES ON THE SUBJECT OF - 

AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

SsTERAL religious bodies throughout the country have already expressed^ in 
unequivocal tenns^ their condemnation of the spirit and practice of the churches 
of America in reference to slavery. We rejoice in the promptitude and decision 
vdth v?hich they have acted^ and especially admire the unmeasured terms in 
which they reprobate the inconsistency of slave-holding Christians. Their re- 
solutions will find their way across the Atlantic, and while they encourage the 
self-denying and unequalled labors of the noble army of philanthropists who 
are struggling to free' America from the reproach and crime of slavery, we 
earnestly pray that they may be the means of awakening the conscience of the 
Christian people of that empire, to the fearful guilt which they contract by 
allowing so inhuman and diabolical a system to be perpetuated in their midst. 
We regret to perceive that the movements which have taken place in England 
are almost entirely confined to the Baptist body. The Congregationalists of 
Scotland have expressed their sentiments nobly, in a series of resolutions which 
we printed in our last number. But what are the Congregationalists of England 
doing ? As yet, we have met vnth but three resolutions passed by the members 
of that body, two of which we subjoin. Something, we believe, was done at tbe 
Annual Meeting of the Congregational Union, in May last ; but it has not, so £sir 
as our information extends, yet transpired. We respectfully urge upon our bre- 
thren to be prompt in their measures, and thus to remove any shadow of sus- 
picion which may attach to their policy. This is especially important in their 
case, as the correspondence they have opened with America, and the culpable 
silence which their delegates maintained on this subject during their visit to the 
United States, expose them to a suspicion which we should deeply grieve to 
think well founded. 

We are also looking vnth intense anxiety to the steps which the Wesleyan 
Conference may take at its approaching meeting in Birmingham. Connected 
more intimately with the religionists of America than any other body in this 
country, it is capable of speaking with an authority which must command re- 
spect, and which may be the means, under the blessing of God, of rescuing 
their brethren from the infetuation and wickedness of continuing their support 
to a system, alike hostile to the honour of their religious profession, and the 
welfare of their native land. May a spirit of wisdom and of faithfulness be in their 
midst, that the favour of God may be upon them, and the blessings of them who 
are ready to perish may attend their future history ! 

Since writing the above, we have received a copy of the Birmingham PhUan^ 
thropist, containing an account of the Anniversary of the Baptist Missionary 
Society in that town. At the public meeting for the transaction of business, a 
resolution was proposed strongly condemnatoiy of American Slavery, which we 
recommend to the serious attention of our readers, and to the imitation of the 
churches of this country. The decided and uncompromising language which it 
adopts is worthy of the Christian men by whom it was employed, and will bc^- 
come, we trust, a model on which the resolutions of other bodies will be formed. 
The tone of the Meeting, which was impassioned to a high degree, was still 
more excited by an amendment proposed by Dr. Hoby, who attempted the 
hopeless task of extenuating the guilt of slave-holding in America. We deeply 
regret, on his account, that he should have been so unadvised as to have at- 
tempted an opposition. On other grounds we rejoice in it, as it afibrded an op- 
portunity for a further display of the strong and inflexible determination of the 
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men of Birmingliam to act out the righteous principles of the Christian system. 
His amendment, which was seconded by courtesy, was supported only by six 

or eight hands, in an assembly of about five thousand, so overwhelming, and all 
but unanimous, was the feeling which prevailed. 

At the Half-yearly Meeting of the Bristol institutions, — ^a conduct utterly irreconcila- 

City and County Association, held at ble with the fundamental principles of their 

Cleredon, on the 25th of May, the follow- boasted freedom, furnishing just ground for 

ing resolution was passed. the taunts and triumphs of tne apologists of 

'* That the Members of this Association established abuses, and exhibiting a gross 

most fervently hope, that any Delegates sent and manifest outrage on all Uie noble and 

from the Congregational {Union of England distinguishing principles of that religion to 

and Wales, to visit the churches of America, which, in the persons of her pilgrim fathers, 

win be men of uncompromising integrity, America owes all that is great and good in 

who will be eyer willing to co-operate with her character and prospects. 

the immediate abolitionists of that countiy, 4. That our surprise and regret are greatly 

and who will, with Christian boldness, lift increased by the fact, that Christian churches 

up their voice, and tell the American churches and Christian ministers in that country, 

and ministers of their awM crimes, in de- should have so far disregarded their obliga- 

nying their colored brethren and sisters tions as the followers of Him who came "to 

the privilege of sitting down with them at give liberty to the captives,*' as to have par- 

the same Lord's table ; in slave-holding and ticipated in the sin of slave-holding, and to 

slave-dealing ; and in selling and buying, as have fostered rather than discountenanced 

•layes, members of the church of Christ ! the cruel feelings of their countr3nuen at 

That it is the firm conviction of this Asso- large, not only against the slaves, J)ut the 

elation that the British churches should le- free people of color, — ^thus upholding laws 

fuse to receive any Delegates from the and prejudices which tend to keep that 

churches of America, who refuse to lift up deeply injured class in a state of heathen 

their voice [against ^avery ; and that they darkness, and of civil degradation and 

should send an expostulation' to those wretchedness scarcely exceeded by the 

churches, which should roll like thunder worst forms of that slavery from which 

over the waves of the Atlantic, and echo they have been nominally emancipated, 

from forest to forest, until every slave is 5. That inasmuch as numbers of the 

free." slaves, of the free colored people, and of 

the slave-holders, are members of churches 

belonging to the Baptist denomination, we 

AtJ the Annual Meeting of the 'British deem it a duty peculiarly incumbent on us 

Association of Baptist Churches, held at as a Baptist Association, to address to our 

Melksham, Wilts, May 26th, 1836, the brethren in America our solemn protest 

Rev. J. Russ£LL in the Chair, it was unani- against so flagrant a violation of Christian 

mously resolved, principles, as is involved in either holding 

1. That, deeply sympathizing with British fellow-men, and especially fellow-Christians, 
Christians of every denomination, !in the as property, or treating all who happen to 
attention which they feel compelled |to give be of a darker skin as a degraded caste. 

to the present state of slavery, and the] con- 6. That, prompted by meae views, and 

dition of the free people of color in ,Ame- with the kindUest feeUngs towards the 

rica, we deem it our duty, as an Associa- American people, and with imfeigned admi- 

tion, to record our sentiments and feelings ration of much that is exemplary in the 

upon that subject. American character, we eamesdy entreat 

2. That the joy inspired by the abolition the followers of the Redeemer, and especi- 
of slavery in our own colonies, after so ar- ally those of our denomination in that coun- 
duous a struggle, and at so costly a sacrifice, try, to give to this state of things their 
wasgreatly increased by the hope that the ex- earliest and dispassionate attention 3 and, 
ample womd be followed at no distant period, instead of attempting to extenuate its guilt,or 
by all other states and communities implicated to j ustify its continuance, for one day beyond 
in the guilt and disgrace of negro slavery. the time needed for the proper legislative 

3. That while we r^oice that this expec* enactments on the subject, they will at once 
tation has been, to a certain extent, realized unite their counsels, their efforts, and their 
with regard to France and other European prayers, for its entire extinction. 

States, we have heard with astonishment, 7. That these resolutions be advertised in 
mingled with poignant grief, of the violent the ** Patriot" Newspaper, and that the Rev. 
opposition made to the efforts of the friends John Jftckson, of Bath, be requested to in* 
of humanity in America to abolish slavery, sure their early transmission to the Com- 
and thus to deliver their country from so mittee of the American Anti-Slavery So- 
foul a stigma upon their otherwise liberal ciety, accompanied with a request that they- 
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will take the most eifectaal means of making 
them known to their countrjnnen. 

J. Russell, Chairman. 



At a Meeting of the Ministers and Mes- 
sengers of the Kent and Sussex Associa- 
tion of Particular Baptist churches, held at 
ETUsford, Kent, June 8, 1836. the follow- 
ing resolutions were unanimously adopted : — 

1. That deeply sympathizing with British 
Christians of every denomination in the 
attention they feel compelled to give to the 
present state of slavery, and the condition 
of the free people of color in America, we 
deem it our duty to avow our sentiments 
and feelings on uiat subject. 

2. That, having learned with surprise and 
regret that slavery in its worst forms is 
encouraged by many of the churches of 
America, and that mmisters, deacons, and 
private members of Baptist churches in 
that country equally participate in this fla- 
grant abomination; and tearing that the 
intercourse recently opened between those 
churches and our denomination in this 
country, may be considered as implying our 
sanction of such inhuman and unholy con- 
duct, Ve feel it bur duty to recprd our publio 
protest against the iniquity, as utterly at 
vai-iance with every principle of Christianity. 

3. That while we fe^ deeply interested 
in the prosperity of the ^ii^eficaii churches, 
and would gladly co-operate in any measures 
calculated to promote a more intimate union 
with them on scriptural principles, we feel 
it to be our painful dut^r strongly to ! dis- 
countenance ail participation in the hateful 
crimes of slave-dealing and slave-holding, 
and in the practice of tiiose churches wliich 
make a difference of color or condition a 
term of exclusion from the Lord's table. 

4. That we feel it to be our duty to afford 
every encouragement to the friends of the 
abolition of uaver^ in America, and fer- 
vently to pray that those churches which 
biave partaken in the abomination may be 
cpnv^iced of their sin, and be purified from 
offences so opposed to the spirit and injunc- 
tion of Him mio came to give liberty to the 
captives. 

^\ That tliese resolu^ons be published in 
the circular letter, and advertised in the 
Patriot newspaper. 

William Savory, Moderator. 



At a ]!|ileeting of the Midland Association 
of JV^inisters and Messengers ot Baptist 
Churches, held at Coleford, Gloucestershire, 

It was unanimously resolved, 

1. That the churches of this Association 
cannot forget the great pleasure which they 
have often derived from the contemplation 
of those zealous exertions in the cause of 
religion which have been manifested by 
Christians of various denominations in 
America. 



2. That this delightful feeling has been 
greatly marred by a knowledge of the fact, 
that Bttveiy is encouraged in' America, and 
that many of the ministers, deacons, and 
private members of Baptist churches, par- 
ticipate equally with otners in this hateful 
aboinination. 

3. That as we are convmced slavery is 
inimical to tlie dictates of liumanity, and 
utterly opposed to that word which Chris- 
tians receive as the rule of' their faith and 
practice, whUe, as it existed in the British 
colonies, and as it now exists in the United 
States, it has assumed characters of frightful 
ehormity, we should deprecate such unioii 
between the British and]^American Baptist 
churches, as might seem to imply an appro^ 
bation, or even toleration, of so monstrous 
an evil, but would rather solemnly warn, 
and earnestly entreat, our American brethren 
faithfully to exert themselves to put firom 
^em the accursed thing. 

4t\ That to whatever causep ^e existence 
and continuance of slavery in 4pf^ca are 
to be attributed, the churches of ttus ^Afiso* 
elation will fervently ' pray tliat the 'con- 
sciences Qf professing Christians in tjuit 
country may be aroused to such a sense of 
its flagrant character, as that it may'b^ at 
once, and for ever, abandoned. 

{ Thomas Waters, §^cr6ti|)y. 

At the Anniversaiy of the i^taffords^re 
Association of the Congrega^ioi^^ Pastors 
and Churches, held at Uie Tabernacle^ 
Hanley, Staffordshire, June 28th and 29th ^ 
when two resolutions were passed, the latter 
of which we subjoin. 

That, haying been appealed to .by their 
Committee for an expression o^ views on 
American slavery, tins Association cannot 
hesitate to declare ^eir conviction oi the 
natural emiaHty of man, and ^? in[ustice, 
and impolicy, and tendency io deprave, 
inherent and essential to the state of slavery 
— that in America, as a lan-i of libe^y, 
whose sons are of British blood, andVliose 
fervour of religious feeling has bejenapr^se 
in the eart^. this stain i^ oi peculiaic o%n- 
siveuess — that we cannot l^ut leaf for' the 
Christianity of the American churches, if, 
after their attention has been called to tJie 
crime, they retain it among them, or by any 
modification or finesse evade its total aban- 
donment — and ^*^ we therefore hereby ex- 
press our hope that those churches will 
speedily renounce the abomiiiation, and em- 
ploy aU their influence with thj9 Sti^tes' 
Legislatures to effect its entire overthrow. 
R. W. Newland, Secretary. 

At the Anniversary Meeting of the Bir- 
iningham Auxiliary Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety, held in the Town Hall, Birmingbam, 
on Tuesday, the 19th of July, 1836, the fo- 
lowing resolution was adopted : 
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That this'meeting rejoice to hear that in 
the United States of America there is a ra- 
pidly increasing number of ministers and 
members of churches " soleronly pledged 
to the cause of the oppressed*' — who de- 
clare that the system of slavery is a " pal- 
pable violation of the law of God." To these 
philanthropists this meeting o^er their fra- 
ternal and affectionate congratulations; at 
the same time they deplore that " Slave- 



holding" is still the moB^ heinous and piip- 
minent sin with which Amern;a is cham- 
able, and that a large portion of hep 
churches is implicated in its ^uilt. Uixd^ 
the conviction that slavejy is utterjy op- 
posed to Christianity, this meeting wpid^ 
record their deliberate judgment, that no 
person T^ho holds property in man should 
be allowed to remain a member of a Chris- 
tian churcli. 



MAKING THE WILL OF A SLAVJl-HOLPER. 

I was once called to write the will for a lAility of n^an at the tribunal of Christ He 
Pre»b)rterian, who was greatly debilitated, was in a measure docUe, and, not being able 
His wi£s was a Methodist ; and also one 6f to evade or shake off the application of the 



truth, he remarked, " By our marriage- 
contnujt, my wife was to have the sole 
management of the slaves ; in fact, thev are 
her property, independent of me ; ana she 
will do as she likes with them." This 
brought the lady and myself into dirrot col- 
lision; and during the whole evening;, it 
was as impossible to keep her in any tioing 



his sons, about 18 years of age. The boy 
was conscientiously opposed to slavery, root 
and blanch. We proceeded to divide, the 
lands and all the otlier property very ami- 
cably. At length we came to the slaves. I 
paused, and told them I could write no 
more ; he insisted, and dictated the manner 
in which these were to be apportioned. 

Among other items, he directed that this like rationality, as it would have been to 

boy, who declared that he never would hold quell the ocean in a storm. She called my 

a alave, should have a man and woman, and truth " all cant, all lies, all nonsense/* &c. - 

her children for his lot ; but should the When her fury was so far vented, that her 

testator die before the son arrived at twenty- husband and I could put in a few words ; I 

one years of age, and the latter would not expressed my regret at the occurrence. 

take poissession of them, with a direct pro- ** Mrs. , if there be any truth in God's 

viso against their emancipation; then the word, your profession of religion, if not 

executors were ordered to sell those slaves directly hypocritical, must be vain. If there 

upon the ,best terms, and divide the pro- be any equity in the divine administration, 

ceeds among the younger children. I as- the hope of the slave-holder, like the hope 

sured them, that I neither could nor would of a hypocrite, is of no more consistency 

write any such clause in a wiU for any p^r- than that of the spider's web, and ioiust 

son ; that, separate from all the questions perish. ' I can comfort Mr. with no 

respecting the character of slaveiy, it in- cheering gospel promise, for I know not one 

volyed the very utmost injustice ; and that adapted to his Case ; and if there be any 



it was an unnatural usiurpation oveir the 
rights of his son's conscience. A severe 
and protracted disputation ensued. I re- 
minded the parents of their Christian pro- 
fession, and of their son's hopeful piety. I 
endeavoured to impress upon the sick man 
his emaciated condition; recalled to his 
memory his early associations, when slavery 
appeared to him in no other light than as a 
fiend incarnate; and finally attempted! to 
transfer his solemn attention to the account- 



correct mode *ir comprehending the Scrip- 
ture of truth, a.d he should speedily depart 
indulging a hope of admission to glory, 1 
fosur that he wiU die with a lie in his right 
hand; fo;r, as your own hopiely preacher 
proclaims, ' you think to go up to heaven 
with a gang of slaves on your back. No, 
no ! I tell yoii that they will sink you down 
to the dungeon of aamnation.'" Thus 
ended the makiag of a wiU for a female 
man-stealer! — Bownje'j Picture of Slavery* 



SLAVERY, A MURDEROUS SYSTEM. 



Sir, 

Having" obseryed, in the report pf ^e 
discussion between Mr. George Thompson 
and the Rev. R. J. Brec^nridge, at Gto - 
gow, that Mr. Breckinridge questions tne 
accuracy of a statement made by me in re- 
ference to the burning alive of a slave in 
the United States, I bee to hand you the 
following particulps of that melancholy 
event. 



It happened wh.ere 1 was then living, 
at Greenville, in the county of the same 
name, in South Carolina* This ^ve was a 
preacher in the state of Georgia. His 
master told him, if he continued his preach- 
ing to his follow-slaves, he would for the 
next o£t<Bnce give him 500 lashes. George 
(^or that was the name of the slave) disre- 
garded his master's threat, and continued to 
preac^ to them. Upon his master having 
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discoTered the fact, George, 'being dread- discovered early one morning on the pre« 
frilly alarmed lest the threatened punish- mises of Mauldm ; the fact is, he had run 
ment shoald be carried into effect, fled away from his master. Mauldin saw him 
across the Savannah Kiver, and took shelter and called on him to stop, which he refused 
in the bam of a Mr. Garrison, about seven to do. He then deliberately aimed his rifle 
miles from Greenville. There he was dis- at him, and shot him dead. This having 
covered by Mr. G., who shot at him with a been seen by a white man, Mr. Mauldin 
rifle, on his attempting to run away, with- was tried, and the result was that he sub- 
out effect. He was then pursued by Mr. stituted another negro in the place of the 
G., who endeavoured to knock him dovm one he had shot, lliat negro I have ofben 
with the butt end of the piece, unsuccess- conversed with. 

fully. George wrenched the rifle out of Take another case : in the village of lA- 

his hands, and struck his pursuer with it. berty Hill (!) a Mr. Bell (a member of a 

By this time several persons were collected, Metnodist church) was in the habit of 

George was secured, and put into Green- hiring slaves for the cultivation of cotton, 

ville jail. The facts having transpired, Among those so hired was a negro of the 

through the newspapers, his master came to name of Henry, the property of a Miss 

Greenville to claim him as his property, Massie, who had been a favorite slave of 

but consented, upon being required to do her late father. This young man, ftdling to 

so, to receive 550 dollars as his value, with accomplish the task given him to do on a 

which he returned home. Shortly after Saturday, and fearing the punishment of a 

this, George was burnt alive within one hundred lashes, with which he had been 

mile of the court-house at Greenville, in threatened, finished it on Sunday morning, 

the presence of an immense assemblage of His labour on the Sabbath was discovered 

slaves, which had been gathered together to by his master, and on the following day his 

witness the horrid spectacle from a district master, as he said, " for violating the Sab- 

of twenty miles in extent. bath," tied him to a tree, and flogged him 

The manner in which George was burnt with his own hand, at intervals from eight 

was as follows : a pen of about fifteen feet in the morning until five o'clock in the 

square was built of pine wood, in the centre evening. About six o'clock two white men, 

of which was a tree, the upper part of which in the employ of Mr. Bell, pitying his 

had been sawn off. To this tree Geoi^e wretched condition, untied him, and as- 

was chained ; the chain having been passed sisted him home on a horse, a distance of 

ronnd his neck, arms, and legs, to make about a mile. He was at this time in a 

him secure. The pen was then filled with state of ^eat suffering and exhaustion. A 

shavings and pine wood up to his neck. A short time after they had placed him in the 

considerable quantity of tar and turpentine kitchen they heard him groan heavily ; Bell 
was then poured over his head. The pre- also heard him, and said, *' I will go out 
parations having been completed, the four and see what is the matter with the nigger." 
comers of the pen were fired, and the mi- He went, and found him breathing his last, 
serable man perished in the flames. When the victim of his brutal treatment. 
I was last there, which was about two years This case was brought to trial ; my then 
before I left America for England, not only master, Mr. Gooch, was on the jury. The 
was the stump of the tree to which the evidence of the two white men was taken, 
slave George had been fastened, to be seen, and Bell was adjudged to pay the value of 
but some of his burnt bones. These facts the slave he haa destroyed. This he was 
I am ready to attest in the most solemn unable to do, and a Mr. Connighim, a 
manner, if required ; and, though I have wealthy and extensive planter in the neigh- 
been a slave, I trust my evidence will be bourhood, paid it for him, on condition of 
received on matters oi fact which have Bell's becoming a driver on one of his es- 
come within the range of my own observe- tates. To this arrangement he consented, 
tion, equally with any statement Mr. B. and the matter was settled, 
may offer to the British public. These are the only two instances which I 

Mr. Breckinridge adverts to the protec- recollect of planters being tried for the 
tion which the law is supposed to extend to murder of slaves. I could report a multi- 
the slave's life. I beg to say, that whatever tude of cases in which slaves have been 
the law may be, no such protection is in murdered, and no account has been taken 
reality enjoyed by the slave. In illustration of them ; and on some future day I shall 
of this, I win mention one or two facts, trouble you again on the subject. 
Near the village of Marianna, in Jackson j g. 

county. West Florida, resided two planters "° Yo™ respectfully, 

of the names of Sloane and Mauldm. I * """ Mmes Roper 

believe they were relations, certainly they 

were on the most intimate terms with eack London, June 27, 1836. 
ether. A negro belonging to Sloane, was 
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THE INFLUENCE OF SLAVERY IN LOWERING THE TONE OF 

MORAL SENTIMENT. 



A ptx)iumeiit feature in the system of 
slavery is the blimtaess of moral feelings, 
and ths dimness of moral perception inevi- 
tably induced by it. Even conscientious 
men and women often find it diflSicult, and 
apparently impossible, to apply to this sub- 
ject the most universal rules of justice, and 
the common maxims of humanity. This 
great evil originates in a fixed habit of not 
regarding the colored race as brethren and 
sisters of the human family. Our know- 
ledge of the Africans is coeval with the 
practice of enslaving them; and slavery, so 
long as it exists, must be supported by laws 
and customs that recognise human beings 
as articles of property; the unavoidable con- 
sequence is, that slaves are universally con- 
sidered by their owners as mere animals, or 
pieces of machinery. 

The moral influence produced by such a 
state of things, was strikingly exemplified 
in a conversation that took place at the 
house of a Boston lady, intimately known to 
the writer. Miss G., of South Carolina, 
had been invited to meet several ladies at 
the house referred to. The conversation 
turned on that never-failing topic, the diffi- 
culty of procuring good domestics. One 
of the guests remarked, " You are not 
troubled with these kind of difficulties at 
the South, Miss G. ; but I should think you 
would find it very unpleasant to be sur- 
rounded by so many negroes." " Not at 
all unpleasant/' replied the southern lady, 
"I have always been accustomed to the 
blacks, and I really like them. When I 
was an infant I was nursed by a black 
woman ; and I have always had them to at- 
tend upon me. I assure you that many of 
them are very far from being disagreeable 
in their personal appearance. I had a 
young slave, who was, without exception, 
the prettiest creature I ever saw. She used 
to tend table for us, and almost always at- 
tracted the attention of visitors. A gentle- 



man, who was often at our house, became 
dreadfully in love with her, and tried to 
make her accept handsome presents. One 
day she came to me, and asked me to speak 
to that gentleman, and forbid his saying any 
thin^ more to her ; for he troubled ner very 
much, and she could not get rid of him, 
though she constantly refused to listen to 
him. I promised to speak to the gentleman 
about it, and did so, telling him maX his at- 
tentions were very unpleasant to my slave, 
and b^ged him to. refrain from offering 
them in future. For a few weeks he de- 
sisted ; but at the end of that time, he came 
to me and said, ' Miss.G., I must have that 
girl ! I cannot live without her !' He 
offered me a very high price. I pitied the 
poor fellow, atid so I sold her to him" 

Miss G. was an unmarried woman, be- 
tween twenty and thirty years old. She 
would consiaer herself insulted, if any one 
doubted her modesty and sense of propriety. 
Yet she told this story with perfect uncou" 
scumsness that there was any thing disgust- 
ing or shocking, or even wrong, in one 
woman's trafficking away another, under 
such circumstances ! That such a thing 
could be done in a free and Christian com- 
munity, is sufficiently strange; but that it 
could be told of without the least shame, or 
the slightest consciousness that it ought to 
excite shame, is still more extraordinary. 

What a comment is this upon the moi'al 
sense of slave-holding communities ! 

Miss G. would have been horror-struck 
at the idea of selling into prostitution even 
the poorest and most degraded white 
woman ; but the colored race she had been 
always taught to consider as mere animals. 

On ! who can count the imnumbered 
crimes, the manifold impurities, inevitably 
growing out of a system, which constantly 
seeks to protect itself, by regarding immor- 
tal beings as the brutes that perish ! — From 
Mrs, Child's Anecdotes of American Slavery. 



THEOLOGICAL DEXTERITY. 



It is remarkable that those who are de- 
sirous of making an impression that there is 
something in the Bible which sanctions 
slavery, always take care to divorce the 
Old Testament from the New, and quote the 
tetimony of the one, to the rejection of the 
other. Sometimes they betray a conscious 
ness that the Old Testament commands im- 
mediate enujicipation, and then they are 
wonderfully tenacious of the paramount 
authority of the New. They significantly 
inquire why our Saviour and his apostles 
did not enjoin emancipation ; and plainly im- 
ply that the 58th chapter of Isaiah, and 
otner portions of the prophetical and pre- 



ceptive Jewish writings, are documents of a 
remote antiquity, with which we have no 
manner of concern. 

At other times we are cited to the Old 
Testament patriarchs, and to the institutions 
of the Hebrews, for the evidence that the 
Bible sanctions slavery ; and then the New 
Testament, with its sublime morality, is 
anxiously kept out of sight, under the 
erroneous impression, no doubt, that the law 
of loving our neighbour as ourselves was 
unknown to Moses and to Abraham. Theie 
seems to be a latent consciousness that those 
venerable men could not have sanctioned 
slaveholding, if they had lived under the 
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Poetry, 



light of such a precept. They forget that 
our Saviour declared this principle to be the 
^ibstaoce of the " law and the prophets." 
And so they cling to the farorite notion that 
Abraham and Moses sanctioned slarehold- 
ing — ^whaterer Jesus Christ may have 
tftught inconsistent with such a pmctice— 
insomuch that one might be tempted to think 
them laboring to establish Judaism in oppo* 
aition to Christianity. And thus they keep 
up a never-ceasiuf traverse from the Old 
Testament to the New, and from the New 
to the Old, taking care to settle permanently 
on neither, always reading the one in forget- 
fiilness of the ouier, and using the two tc»ta^ 
ments as though they were antipodes, that 
might never be tolerated under the same 
roof, at the samb time. — ^If yon cite them to 
James [v. 4J as containing an answer to 
their demand why the jirophett did not con- 
denm tiie fruuaulent use of unrequited 
labor, they cry out, that Old Testament saints 
were slaveholders. And i£ you would 
point out their mistake by showing them 



wliat Old Testament prophets thought of 
slaveholding saints, behold ! in the twinkling 
of an eye, diey are off again to the New 
Testament, adroitly lighting down upon 
Paul's letter to Philemon ; yet taking care 
to skim over the page so gently as to be 
ready for the fiftieth leap, wnen it shall be 
noticed that the fugitive was no longer to 
be received as a servant, but a brother 
beloved. 

In my younger days I have been amused 
at the dexterity with which a real " man of 
war*^ mail" would evade duty on ship*board, 
in a dark night, by " coming up one hatch- 
way and going down another." The sailor's 
call it ** working Tom Cox's traverse," and 
great adroitness is often manifested in these 
evasive evolutions. — ^But never in my life 
have I seen so much deceptive skilfiilness 
and agility of motion as is exhibited in 
open day light, by ministers and Christians 
who would gladly avoid close action with 
the enemy of au righteousness, in these 
stormy times. — From ** Human RigkU." 



BURNING OP REV. J. HOWARD HINtON'S HISTORY OF AMERICA. 



A costly and valuable history of the 
United States, lately written by Mr. Hinton, 
a Baptist minister m England, has been re- 
published in this country. The work is 
large, and is issued in separate numbers. 
The sixteenth number, as we are informed 
(for we have not examined the work), has in 
it something referring to the subject of sla- 
very among us, and to our treatment of the 
aborigines. 

Whilst an agent of the publishers was 
engaged, a few weeks ago (under the super- 
vision of a gentleman, either one of the 
publishers, or directly interested in the pub- 
lication), in distributing the numbers oi the 
work to subscribers in New Orleans, a pa- 
ragraph of a violent character, taken from a 
Charleston paper, brandiag the work as 
" incendiary," and the agents as ** incen- 
diaries," &c., was republished in the New 
Orleans papers. The excitement became 



so great, that the agent thought it prudent 
to leave the city as early as he could. The 
other gentleman referred to remained, to 
see what would be the result. A letter firom 
him to the agent, received a few days since 
at Cincinnati — written in much haste — 
states, that the books, to a large amount, had 
been seized and burnt, and that he had en- 
gaged his passage to Baltimore. 

The above is from the account of this 
transaction, as given by the i^ent to a friend 
of ours in Cincinnati, a few days ago. 

Since this, we have been informed, that 
the New Orleans conflagration had been 
preceded by similar ones in Charleston, and, 
perhaps, in Savannah. Very truly did Mr. 
R. J. Breckinridge, of Baltimore, say not 
long since in a public speech, that the lite- 
rature of the world is against the slaveholder. 
— From the Philanthropist, 
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POETRY. 

TO GEORGE THOMPSON.— By Mhs. Child. 



I've heard the^ when thy powerful words 
Were like the cataract's roar — 

Or like the ocean's mighty waves 
Resounding on the shore. 

But even in reproof of sin. 

Love brooded over all — 
As the mild rainbow's heavenly arch 

Rests on the waterfall. 

I've heard thee in the hour of prayer. 

When dangers were around : 
Thy voice was like the royal harp. 

That breath'd a charmed sound. 



The evil spirit felt its power, 

. And, howling, turned away ; 
And some, perchance, " who came to scoff, 
Remain'd with thee to pray." 

I've seen thee, too, in playful mood. 

When words of magic spell 
Dropp'd from thy lips like fairy gems. 

That sparkled as they fell. 

Still great and good in every change ! 

Magnificent and mild ! 
As if a seraph's godlike power 

Dwelt in a little child. 




iKtutrs in KmttrirK^ 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE OP THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

CHURCHES IN AMERICA. 

The Annual Meetings of this religious body were held at Cincinnati in 
May last, and we regret to find that the discussions which took place, and 
the resolutions which were adopted, clearly establish the determination of 
the Episcopal Methodists to retain the sin of slavery in their midst. The 
subject of emancipation waa introduced by an address from the English 
Conference, but the American brethren were ill-disposed to giro to it the 
reception which it claimed. It will now be for the Wesleyans of this 
country to say whether they will continue in association with men so 
thoroughly resolved to abide by their wickedness. If they act worthy of 
themselves, they will instantly convey a solemn, dignified, and imploring re- 
monstrance to the transatlantic Methodists, and suspend all further inter- 
course with them till they have retraced their steps, and himibled themselves 
before the Lord. Any measure short of this will compromise their own 
honoi^, and involve them deeply in the guilt which is so fearfully accumu- 
lating on the Ammcan church. They have already addressed them, in 
terms (as we understand) sufficiently mild and courteous. Their address 
has been treated as an indignity, and their advice scorned. They must now, 
^erefore, sustain their own consistency, and assert the sacredness of Chris- 
tian morals, by repudiating the connexion in which they stand, that the 
slumbering conscience of their brethren may be aroused, and their souls 
be saved firom the displeasure of the Lord. 

The following account of the meetings of the Conference, compiled from 
the Zion's Herald^ Watchman^ and the New York Evangelist^ is taken from 
the Enumeipator of the 26th of May. We insert it at length, in order to 
furnish our readers with a more accurate and graphic view of the state of 
feeling in this body than could otherwise be obtained. 

Monday, May 2. 

Conference met in the Wesleyan chapel^ at nine o'clock a.'M. — all the bishops^ 

four in number^ present. Bishop Roberts, being the oldest in ofiice, took the 

chair, and called the meeting to order. Thomas L. Douglas, of the Tenaessee 

Gooference^ was appointed Secretacy, and T. B. Sargeant, of the Baltimore 

H 
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Conference, Afisistant-Secretaiy. 133 delegates were present. Most of the day 
was spent in the appointment of committees. 

Messrs. Lord and Case were introduced to the Conference— the former, a de- 
legate from the Wesleyan Conference in England, and President of the Canada 
Conference. He addressed Conference in a very happy and interesting manner, 
and alladed to the '^ delicate subject," because he said it was introduced by the 
Wesleyan Conference, into their address, which he now presented. 

Tuesday, May 3. 

Most of the session of this day was taken up in the appointment and instruc- 
tion of committees. The address from the Wesleyan Conference in England, was 
read. It speaks out nobly in behalf of the slave, yet with all kindness; instead 
of calling the abolitionists in our church '^ fanatics," it expresses high satisfac- 
tion that some of us are awake to this subject. It takes the position that 
slavery is contrary to the principles of the gospel. The reading of this document 
produced considerable sensation in the Conference. Orange Scott moved that 
it be printed in the Christian Advocate and Journal, and the Western Christian 
Advocate. After some discussion, it was voted to lay the motion to print on 
the table. 

On the motion of Dr. Bangs, the address was referred to a committee of three, 
with instructions to report as early as possible, that the answer might reach Dr. 
Fisk before he returns to this country. The committee appointed were Dr. 
Bangs, Dr. Capers, and T. A. Morris. 

S. G. Rozzel, of the Baltimore Conference, moved the appointment of a com- 
mittee on slavery, to whom all memorials, petitions, and papers relating to the 
subject of slavery, should be referred ; laid resolution on the table. 

Wednesday, May 4. 

This morning, soon after opening the Conference, Dr. Bangs presented a re- 
port in answer to the address from the Wesleyan Conference. He stated to the 
Conference that it had been hastily prepared, and of this it bore but too evident 
marks. In replying to what our English brethren say of slavery, the doctor 
spoke in strong terms against abolition, said nothing against slavery, and indi- 
rectly complained of our transatlantic brethren for their interference. He 
spoke jof the " trouble abolitionism" had made, but said nothing of the trouble 
of slavery. 

Considerable discussion took place on the motion to adopt the report. T. 
Spuer, of the Troy Conference, rose and said, *'The report speaks of the 
' trouble abolitionism' has made us ; I think slavery should be inserted instead 
of abolitionism.'' This seemed to be a new thought to some ; they seemed to 
have forgotten that slavery was any trouble at all. Several amendments were 
proposed ; but finally, on motion, the report was recommitted. 

Thursday, May 5. 
The principal business of interest before the Conference to-day was the re* 
port of the committee appointed to prepare an address in answer to the one 
from the British Conference. The one presented to-day was in many respects 
another thing from that presented yesterday. It was greatly improved, both in 
language and sentiment, and afforded internal evidence of having originated 
Drom^mother and smoother pen. The coarse and hackneyed thrust at abolition- 
ism was transformed into a delicate touch of negro slavery. This gave general 
satisfaction. Exceptions were, however, taken to other passages. 
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Rev. Mr. Rozzell^ of Baltimore^ thought the passage relating to the powers of 
the general government over the subject of slavery in the slave states, was 
not sufficiently explicit^ and would be liable to misconstruction by the British 
public. 

Dr. Bangs^ chairman of the committee, thought the language sufficiently ex- 
plicit^ and not capable of more than one construction. 

Mr. Soren, of Philadelphia, objected to a passage relating to a determination 
of the Methodist ministers to do all in their power to improve the temporal and 
spiritual condition of the slaves. He thought the enemies of Methodism, and 
especially those opposed to the improvement of the colored people, would take 
advantage of the language, and construe it into an intention to avail themselves 
of every opportunity and means of bringing about the emancipation of the 
slaves, and would thus exclude Methodist ministers from the privilege of preach- 
ing to the slaves. He moved to have the passage struck out. Mr. Bozzell and 
others concurred. 

Dr. Capers, of South Carolina, a member of the committee, stated that when 
be first met the committee, he was of the opinion that the best course would be 
not to notice the subject of slavery at all in the address. But, after consultation 
with the members of the committee, he had changed his opinion. The people 
of the South were expecting some action on the subject by the General Con- 
ference. And they feared it might be such an action as would entirely close 
up the door of usefulness among the slaves, which was now opened. He was 
satisfied that the address, with the clause objected against, so far from doing 
them any injury^ would do them much good. 

Rev. Mr. Winans, of Mississippi, agreed with Dr. Capers. — He spoke very 
much in the same strain and manner, made no disrespectful allusions to the 
abolitionists, but acknowledged that the people of the North had a right to 
their opinions, and to express them as well as the people of the South, though 
it was certain that the people of the South understood the subject best. 

Rev. Mr, Kennon, of Alabama, also concurred with Dr. Capers^ and spoke in 
the same kind and respectful manner. 

Rev. Mr. Early, of Virginia, spoke on the subject, but his tone and sentiment 
were very different from those who had just preceded him. " Let," said he, 
'' the Methodist members, from Maine to Georgia, come out and denounce abo- 
litionists. It was of little use for Southern Methodists to denounce them, for 
that is expected, and it is replied, the South are slave-holders ; but let the 
church altogether denounce them, and it will place the Methodist church on an 
eminence that it never had before, while other churches are becoming divided 
by this excitement." 

Rev. Mr. Bascom, of Kentucky, offered a substitute for the passage proposed 
to be struck out, the purport of which was, " that we shall, as we have ever 
done, do all in our power to promote the best interests^of the slaves];" which was 
adopted. > 

Rev. Mr. Paine, of Tennessee, then moved to strike out all of that part of the 
address which related to slavery. Remarks were made by several in favor of 
Mr. Paine's motion. Bishop Soule made some remarks, which satisfied Mr. 
Paine that it would be best to retain the part which he wished expunged, and 
the motion was withdrawn. 

The report of the committee was then adopted by a considerable majority. 
The report embraces the address, and provides that Dr. Fisk be intrusted with 
the business of presenting it to the next British Conference, which will meet in 
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July. It is a remarkable fact» that the delegates from the extreme South treat 
the subject with much greater mildness and candor than those from the more 
northern parts. I must think that^ aside from their slavery, they are men of es- 
timable character. 

Mr. Scott, of New England, moved that his resolution to print the address 
from the British Conference, which was laid on the table yesterday, be taken up. 
Dr. Bangs seconded the motion, with the amendment, that it be referred to a 
select committee. Mr. Scott had no objection to the amendment, but^ per* 
ceiving that a debate was likely to ensue, and that the time of the session had 
nearly expired, he withdrew the motion. 

Friday, May 6. 
This day was observed as a day of fasting and prayer. At the close of the 
religious exercises of the day. Dr. Bangs presented a petition for the «ippoint- 
ment of a bishop for Liberia. Mr. Scott moved that his resolution to print the 
address from the British Conference be called up, which was negatived by fifty- 
nine to fiftynseven* 

Monday, May 9. 
To-day the memorial from the east, signed by 161 travelling, and forty-nine 
local preachers, 200 in all, praying for the restoration to our discipline of our 
original rules on slavery, was presented by Rev. J. A. Merrill. It was read be- 
fore the General Conference. Mr. Merrill moved that it be referred to a select 
committee, with instructions to report thereon as soon as practicable. Some 
discussion took place. Dr. Bangs said he was in great hopes that the question 
of slavery would be kept out of General Conference; but seeing it could not, he 
was in favor of referring it to a select committee. Mr. Winans, from Mississippi, 
said he was in favor of its reference, not, however, on account of the respecta- 
bility of the memorialists, or their numbers, for he could have obtained J?i;e hun-^ 
dred thousand names against the prayer of the memorialists being granted. The 
memorial was referred to a select committee of seven. So the subject of slavery 
is fciirly before the Conference, and there is evidently not a little perplexity, by 
the opponents, that the abolitionists have come upon them entrenched behind 
the former rule of discipline, with Wesley, Clarke, Coke, and the Wesleyan 
Conference for a staff to lean upon. 

Wednesday, May 11. 

A memorial was presented by Orange Scott, signed by 2,284 members of the 
church, praying for the restoration of the original rules on slavery, to the disci- 
pline. Referred to the select committee. 

S. G. Rozzell, of Baltimore, presented a resolution that the committee ap^ 
pointed to prepare an address to the people, be instructed to insert a paragraph 
on abolitionism, in order to put it down. O. Scott moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by adding '* and slavery." 

Dr. Bangs, chairman of that committee, objected to the resolution altogether; 
the resolution and amendment were laid on the table. 

Thursday, May 12. 

It was decided to continue the Book Concern at New York, after which S. 

G. RozzelU of the Baltimore Conference, presented a preamble and resolutions, 

which went to disapprove, in the first place, the reported conduct of two mem-* 

bers of the Conference, in attending 9Si abolition meeting in the city, on Tuesday 
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evening; and^ in the second place, to *' condemn modem abolitionism." Witk 
regard to tlie two brethren who attended the abolition meeting in the city, it 
was said, " their conduct was unjustifiable." The &ct8 in the case were these : 
The Anti-Slavery Society had a regular meeting on Tuesday evening, at which 
some of the leading members of that Society had invited some of the aboli* 
tionists, members of the General Conference, to be present, and two of them were 
there and made some remarks— >one spoke about thirty minutes, and the other 
about fifteen. This gave occasion to the resolution brought in as above. Some 
said one thing, and some another. Some called the conduct of these brethren 
''an utter contempt and outrage of this General Conference." Abolitionism was 
called " an unhallowed flame.'* W. A. Smith, of Va., wished that these two 
members, who were ''guilty of this damning iniquity," might be reproved by 
the resolution passing, and their names be inserted in it. R. Payne spoke of 
these two members coming to General Conference, and then " turn about and 
get up abolition meetings." 

In the afternoon the subject was resumed. The anti-abolitionists occupied 
the whole of the morning session. N. Levings thought, if he was one of the bre- 
thren who had, through indiscretion, detained this body so long, he should feel 
bad. He spoke of the "recklessness of those brethren who have lectured," and 
of their " agitating this miserable subject." After much, very much, had been 
said upon that side, and after making several attempts in vain to put in a word, 
Mr. Storrs rose and inquired, " Have any of these brethren, who have so long 
been inveighing against the course of the brethren who are supposed to have 
lectured, been to those brethren to ask any explanation in regard to what they 
did do or say ?" He remarked that he was acquainted with those brethren, and 
knew their course. They had "got up no abolition meeting in this city, as had 
been said ; they had been invited to attend a regular meeting of the Cincinnati 
Anti-Slavery Society ; and, having no appointment to preach that evening, and 
being on no committee that met, they went as invited— and when there they 
made some remarks." 

The afternoon session was almost at a close, when Rev. O. Scott took the 
floor. For the first fifteen minutes he was perpetually interrupted, till it was 
finally decided that he should have liberty to proceed without interruption. 
" Modern abolition*' was what one part of the resolution before the Conference 
proposed to condemn. Mr. Scott claimed the right to explain what it was. He 
showed most clearly that it was the same doctrine held by Wesley, Clarke, 
Watson, the Wesleyan Conference, and formerly by the M. E. Church. When 
he had spoken about half an hour, the Conference adjourned. 

Friday, May 13. 
Conference being opened. Bishop Soule made some remarks previous to Mr. 
Scott's resuming his subject. He thought the best service we could render the 
country, was to make no interference. Dr. Bangs said, " I understand by abo- 
litionism, the measures that are pursued by certain men on this subject." This 
remark was made by way of objection to Mr, Scott's going into the whole sub- 
ject of slavery and abolition. Several attempts were made to prevent his taking 
so wide a view of the subject, but Bishop Soule, who was in the chair, decided 
that he was in order, and must not be interrupted. Mr. Scott then took an ex- 
tended and enlightened view of the whole subject, and closed by assuring the 
Conference, that they might as well think of putting their foot upon the burn* 
iog mountain to stop its rumbling, turn back the waters of the Niagara, or take 
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up the wateis of the Mississippi in the hollow of their hand^ as to think of 
stopping the progress of abolition. 

T. Cro wder, of Viiginia, followed Mr. Scott. He had difficulties- -difficulties 
from the Scriptures. The Israelites^ he said^ might buy the Canaanites^ and 
hold them in bondage for ever. Abraham was a pious man, and he bought and 
possessed slaves. The Centurion who came to Christ to heal his servant^ had 
slaves, and Christ said of him, he had not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 
Paul did not meddle with slavery. He had difficulties growing out of the his- 
tory of this subject : no crusade against slavery in the West Indies was carried 
on in the days of Wesley—abolitionists waged war witii that '' neble, benevolent, 
and heaven-barn institution," the Colonization Society. 

He had difficulties from our politieal relations. It was emphatically a political 
subject. We have nothing to do with political subjects. The American Anti- 
Slavery Society rushes directly upon our political compact. He had slaves left 
him by his wife — ^he offered to send them to Liberia — ^but one of them would go 
— ^he had two now — they wept when he came away to Conference — ^his cook 
was dressed as finely as any of our females — thousands of slaves were on their 
way to glory — slavery had no tendency to produce amalgamation — the Scriptures 
did not expressly condemn slaveiy, as it does fornication, drunkenness, &c.— 
modern abolitionism tends directly to blast the hopes of other countries, of the 
practicability of self-government— is against the compact — divides the Union — 
represents us as robbers, murderers, thieves, &c., &c. 

William Winans, of Mississippi, said Jehovah has permitted, has regulated 
slavery — and therefore it might be right — if circumstances might exist that ren- 
der slavery morally right, then the inquiry is, do those circumstances exist in 
respect to slavery in the United States ? He avowed that they did. He spoke 
eloquently of murdered wives, of murdered children — ^burning houses, burning 
towns and villages, if the slaves were free. Abolitionists were incapable of 
taking enlarged and just views on the subject — ^by their movements, the slaves 
in some places were shut out from the Bible— «t whose door lies that fault ? 
Bishop Asbury was decidedly anti-abolition previous to his death. They (the 
South) would not receive at the hands of the British Methodists and northern 
brethren, any help in this matter — let us alone, that is all the North can do. He 
believed there should be Christians, and Christian ministers, known to be slave- 
holders extensively throughout the South ; and slave-holding bishops too— for 
the same reason that you should exclude us from any office in the church, you 
should exclude ua/rom the church — ^abolition movements are evil, and only evil, 
always, and everywhere, and at all times. 

S. G. Rozzell, of Baltimore, spoke of the petitions presented from New 
England, praying for the restoration of the original rule on slavery to our disci- 
pline. They were signed, he said, mostly by women and girls, and '* I don't 
know but by children at their mothers' breasts," — he had heard of people 
putting a pen in the hands of a corpse to sign a will, &c. : he could have ob- 
tained more than 500,000. 

Mr. Scott replied, that it was stated on presenting them, that one was signed 
by 200 ministers of our church, and that the remaining 2284 were members of 
our church. 

Before the vote was put on the resolution, Mr. Scott proposed to amend it by 
inserting before " condemn modem abolitionism," the words, *^ although we are 
as much as ever convinced of the great evil of slavery, yet we,'' &c. This gave 
rise to a renewed debate, and was hotiy opposed, on the ground that it was un- 



American Slavery, 55 

necessary^ being in the discipline ; that it would paralyze the condemnation^ 
and give great offence to the South. 

William A. Smith hotly opposed it He said it (abolitionism) was a political 
and moral heresy — ^alike against our discipline and the Scriptures — it was carried 
into our class meetings and quarterly conferences^ (this was denied): he 
affirmed he knew it so. Speaking of Mr. Scott, he said^ " I would to God he 
were in heaven^ where he is prepared to go." 

Mr. J. F. Adams called to order ; and inquired whether it was admissible for 
a member of this Conference to wish another member dead ! 

No retraction was made^ nor did the Conference require it. 

The amendment was rejected, and the resolution passed : ayes 120, noes 14. 

FouBTEEN would uot bow down to the image of slavery in any shape* 



AMERICAN LIBERTY. 

We learn from the Emancipator of April taxed at fifteen dollars and six^-five 

S3rd, that the Re^r. Mr. Storra has been cents/' from which Mr. Storrs appealed to 

arrested as a conmion brawler, for lecturing, the Court of Common Pleas. So much for 

by request, in Pittsfield, New Hampshire, liberty of speech in New Hampshire ! 

on the subject of slavery, and sentenced by Shame, shame on the perpetrators of such 

R. T. Leavitt, Jun., Justice of the Peace, an outrage on. law, liberty, and even de- 

to *' HARD LABOUR for tho toHu of three cency ! 
months, and pay the costs of prosecution, 



HUNTING OF MEN. 

A man who had been sold to a slare- preferred death to slavery, and drowned 

trader in Tennessee, endeavoured to escape, himself. The seller was a member of a 

He plunged into a river, but his pursuers Methodist church, of eood standing, and 

reached the opposite side first. He took offered to refund half the price. But the 

refuge upon a rock in the middle of the trader refused to take it, remarking that he 

stream. Men and dogs were collected to had yet several thousand dollars to give for 

secure him, but seeing escape hopeless, he d — a fools to drown themselves ! 



AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

By Moore. 

O Freedom ! Freedom I how I hate thy cant ! 
Not eastern bombast, nor the savage rant 
Of purpled madmen, were they numbered all. 
From Roman Nero down to Russian Paul, 
Could grate upon my ear so mean, so base. 
As the rank jargon of that factious race. 
Who pant for license while they spurn control, 
And shout for rights, with rapine m their soul. 
Who can, with patience, for a moment see 
The medley mass of pride and misery. 
Of whips and charters, manacles and rights. 
Of slaving blacks and democratic whites 1 
To think that man, thou just and righteous God ! 
Should stand before thee with a tyrant's rod 
O'er creatures like himself, with souls from thee. 
Yet dare to boast of perfect liberty ! 
Away ! away ! I'd rather hold my neck 
By aoubtful tenure from a sultan s beck. 
In climes where liberty has scarce been named. 
Nor any right but that of ruling claimed, 
Than thus to live where bastara Freedom waves 
Her fustian flag, in mockery over slaves. 
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BRIEF NOTICES OF THE PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE OF 
ABOLITION IN THE UNITED STATES.— No. III. 

The Chxistian church is the depository of all moral and religious trath^ and 
is 80 constituted by its divine founder for practical purposes. Among the g-reat 
principles which its members are bound to recognize, to exemplify^ and to diffuse, 
are those of universal justice and benevolence. Slavery is manifestly a gross 
violation of both. Its foundations are injustice and inhumanity. It is a daring 
violation of the natural rights of man— and an impious rejection of the authority 
of Christ, as the great moral legislator of the universe. Were the principle of 
slavery to be admitted, there would be an end of all personal security. The 
ties of kindred^ and the endearments of social life, would cease to exist, or exist 
only to add bitterness to the cup of human woe. Man would be every where 
the enemy of man, for might would constitute right, and the most powerful and 
ferocious of our race would become masters of the rest. Slavery cannot be justi- 
fied. It is alike opposed to the maxims of a sound philosophy, the dictates of a 
wise policy^ and the decisions of holy writ. Man is not fit for any other state 
than that of freedom. Wherever slavery exists, the unhappy victim of oppres- 
sion sinks into a state of moral degradation and wretchedness : nor does his 
oppressor escape uninjured. If the system brutalizes the slave, it demonizes the 
master. It is easy to gather from these remarks what is the duty of man as 
man. " The sense of duty," says an eloquent writer, " is the fountain of hu- 
man rights. In other words, the same inward principle, which teaches the for- 
mer, bears witness to the latter. Duties and rights must stand or fall together. 
It has been too common to oppose them one to another ; but they are indisso- 
lubly joined together. The same inward principle which teaches a man what 
he is bound to do for others, teaches equally, and at the same instant, what 
others are bound to do to him. The same voice which forbids him to injure a 
single fellow-creature, forbids every fellow-creature to do him harm. His con- 
science in revealing the moral law, does not reveal a law for himself only, 
but speaks as a universal legislator. He has an intuitive conviction, that the 
obligations of the divine code press on others as truly as on himself. That 
principle which teaches him that he sustains the relation of brotherhood to all 
human beings, teaches him that this relation is reciprocal, that it gives inde- 
structible claims as well as imposes solemn duties, and that what he owes to 
the members of this vast family, they owe to him in return." The sense of 
duty here alluded to, has ever been found too weak to control the lust of power, 
and the cravings of selfishness. The sanctions of religion, far reaching as eter- 
nity, must be superadded to give force and efficacy to its decisions. 

When Christianity was first promulgated, it found slavery, as well as other 
iniquities, in the world. By the force of its moral principles this scourge of the 
human race was destroyed. Slavery was then the sin of the world exclusively. 
No master could enter the church without rendering to his servants that which 
was " JUST and equal. " It is not now, alas I the sin of. the world merely. 
Considerable portions of the church practise it ; and thus it is shielded from the 
opprobrium it deserves. Ministers, deacons, and members of churches are 
deeply implicated in the continuance of this abomination. In the United States 
of America, the great body of Christian professors either justify or connive at 
its existence ; and should any one plead the cause of the oppressed; and de- 
mand, in the name of outraged humanity, indignant justice, and insulted reli- 
gion, the immediate restoration of his unforfcitcd rights, he is held up to univer- 
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SftI execration as the enemy of his country; and as the propagator of sentiments 
which shock the moral feelings of the nation. 

Against this state of things have the abolitionists of America to contend. 
Happily for the interests of truth and humanity^ they are every way qualified for 
the arduous work they have undertaken ; and the manifest blessing which has 
liitherto attended their efforts^ leaves no doubt t&at they will be enabled to 
prosecute it to a successful issue. The leading members of the American 
Anti-slavery Society are the ornaments of the churches to which they belong. 
Their aim is to purify the church from the taint of slavery^ and then, by the 
church, to purify their country and the world. 

At the first Anniversary of the American Anti-Slavery Society^ there were 
not more than sixty Auxiliary Associations. At its second Anniversary they had 
increased to 225 ! So rapidly had public opinion been formed. During the 
year the Society published 122,000 copies of various pamphlets, besides the 
gratuitous distribution of copies of " The Emancipator,'* and the circulation of 
larger works. Nine agents were also employed, among whom was the eloquent 
and talented George Thompson, from England. This gentleman*s labors were 
most abundant and influential, and merit a separate and detailed notice, because 
of their important bearing on the Anti-Slavery cause. No attempt, therefore^ 
will be made in this paper to specify them* 

Soon after the last Anniversary of the Society, the New England Anti-Slavery 
Society held a Convention at Boston. Its sessions were numerously attended, 
and of the most cheering character* By its labors a number of masterly docu* 
ments have been produced, which have greatly enlightened and changed the 
public mind. This Society has now assumed the name of ^' The Massachusetts 
A nti'Slavery Society. " 

At the Convention the Rev. Samuel J. May, who acted as President, stated 
that, '^ It was matter of every day's occurrence for husbands to be torn from 
their wives, parents from their children, and brothers from their sisters, and sold 
into remediless .exile and captivity. All this was done even in the boasted 
capital of this republic. The law gave no more protection to the slaves than to 
brutes. If they dared to offer any resistance, under the severest provocation^ 
Any brutality might be inflicted upon them. Even if a slave should ven- 
ture to defend his father, or his child from violence, or his mother, or wife, 
or sister from pollution, it would be at the peril of his life. The law 
contemplated no improvement in the physical, intellectual, or moral con- 
dition of the slaves. Any attempt to instruct them in reading and writing, 
was regarded and punished as felony V William Oakes, Esq., in the course of 
a powerful speech, said, " The slaves are, in general, practically in a state of 
absolute heathenism. Many retain their African superstitions, but the greater 
part have lost the religion of their fathers, without receiving any other in return, 
A great part are ignorant of even the being of a God, and only know the sound 
of his name from the oaths which they hear.*' In the course of the proceedings 
of the Convention, Mr. Garrison observed, " That he could not deem this a land 
tf freedom, while in one half of it he could not denounce tyranny without 
perilling his life. We possessed neither the liberty of speech nor of the press, 
^as there not a reward of Five Thousand Dollars still oflered for his seizure, 
because he had ventured to assail a most execrable and bloody despotism? 
Even at the North, his personal security from outrage and abduction was by no 
means certain. Thought, utterance, action, the press, the pulpit, the bench, the 
^^> all were in servile bondage. It was, therefore, not merely an .ibuse of Ian- 
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gasLge, but an outrage upon common sense ; it was consummate hypocrisy, and 
glaring falsehood, to call ours a free country. When all unequal laws, having 
respect to the color of the slcin, shall have been universally expunged from the 
statute books, and prejudice scouted as a fiend, and the cord of caste burnt to 
ashes, and every chain broken, and every captive set free; when the time shall 
have arrived that, in any part of our republic, it will be safe and honorable to 
assail the oppressor as the enemy of his species; then, and not till then, may we 
truly call this The Land of Freedom." 

On the 22nd of April, a Convention was held at Putnam, Ohio, and an 
Auxiliary organized for that powerful state. The proximity of Ohio to the slave 
states, from which it has derived much of its population, and the constant inter- 
course which takes place in consequence, make its influence highly important in 
this cause. 

Jn their declaration of sentiments they say, " We believe slavery to be a 
sin — always, every where, and only sin. Sin in itself, apart from the occasional 
rigors incidental to its administration, and from all those perils, and liabilities, 
and positive inflictions to which its victims are continually exposed. Sin, in 
the nature of the act which creates it, and in the elements which constitute 
it. Sin, because it converts persons into things ; makes men property, God's 
image, merchandise. Because it forbids men to use themselves for the advance- 
ment of their own well-being, and turns them into mere instruments, to be used 
by others solely for the benefit of the users. Because it constitutes one man 
the owner of the body, soul, and spirit of other men — gives him power and 
permission to make his own pecuniary profit the great end of their being, thus 
striking them out of existence as beings possessing rights and susceptibilities 
of happiness, and forcing them to exist merely.as appendages to his own exist- 
ence. In other words, because slavery hoUU and uses men, as mere means for 
the accomplishment of ends, of which ends their oum interests are not a part ? " 

In their plan of operations they propose ^' to efiect the destruction of slavery, 
not by exciting discontent in the minds of the slaves, not by instigating out- 
tages, not by the physical force of the free states, not by the interference of 
Congress vrith state rights ; but we shall seek its overthrow by ceaseless pro- 
clamations of the truth upon the whole subject — ^by urging upon slave-holders 
and the entire community, the flagrant enormity of slavery, as a sin against Gk>d 
and man — by demonstrating the safety of immediate emancipation to the per- 
sons and property of the masters, to the interests of the slave, and the welfisire of 
the community, from the laws of mind, the history of emancipation, and the 
indissoluble connexion between duty and .safety — ^by presenting facts, argu- 
ments, and the pecuniary advantages of emancipation to the master — by correct- 
ing the public sentiment of the free states, which now sustains and sanctions 
the system, and by concentrating its rectified power upon the conscience of the 
slave-holder— by promoting the observance of the monthly concert of prayer 
for the abolition of slavery throughout the world, that by a union of fiuth and 
works, we may bring our tithes into the store-house, and prove therewith the 
'God of the oppressed.'" They add, "For success in this sacred enterprise, 
we cease from man, and look to God alone. In Him is everlasting strength, 
with Him the residue of the spirit of plenteous redemption. His word has gone 
out of his mouth, ' For the oppression of the poor, and for the sigliing of the 
necdj^ now vrili I arise, saith the Lord ; I will set^him in safety from him that 
pufieth at him.' His wisdom is our guide — His power, our defenco— His truth, 
our weapon-^His Spirit, our comforter — His promise, the anchor of our souls — 
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His approval^ our exceeding great reward — and His blessing upon our past la- 
bors, a sure presage of the glory to be revealed in the triumphs of a redemption 
which already diaweth nigh." Efficient State Societies were also formed during 
the year in Vermont, Maine, and New Hampshire; all of which are in active 
operation. 

In July, 1834, the city of New York was in the hands of a formidable mob. 
For three days the laws were violated with impunity, and the lives and property 
of the Abolitionists were placed in the greatest jeopardy. Many of them were 
obliged to fly from their habitations with their families. The house of Mr. Lewis 
Tappan was sacked. Every thing valuable was thrown into the street, and 
burnt before his door. Much property was destroyed — the free people of color 
were inhumanly treated — ^but happily no lives were lost* This riot was followed 
by another at Philadelphia. The sufferers there were the free people of color. 
Two or three of these died from the ruffian violence inflicted on them by the 
infiiriated mob. 

It is cheering to turn from the contemplation of such scenes as these to the 
peaceful and honourable course of the Abolitionists. Unappalled by the ca- 
lunmies which were circulated, and the revenge with which they were threat- 
ened, they gathered new strength from opposition ; and, in proportion as they 
were tried, they became devoted to the sacred cause they had espoused. 

Among the various Anti-Slavery works which were extensively circulated, the 
following deserve especial mention, for the talent which they display, and the 
eflect they have produced on the public mind. The " Appeal" and "Oasis" of 
Mrs. Child ; the " Lectures" of Mr. Phelps ; " Our Countrymen in Chains," by 
Whittier; and the " Inquiry into Colonization and Anti-Slavery,'* by Mr. Jay. 
Of the latter work the first edition was taken i^p at once, and another of 5000 
copies has been issued from the press. It has been reprinted in this country, 
and ought to be read by all who wish to understand the whole of the subject 
It is calm, clear, and decided. 

The following remarks are taken from Judge Jay's concluding observations 
on " American Slavery" legally considered : " Such is American slavery — a 
system which classes with the beasts of the field, over whom dominion has 
been given to man, an intelligent, and accountable being, the instant his Creator 
has breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Over this infant heir of immor- 
tality no mother has a right to watch — ^no father may guide his feeble steps, 
check his wayward appetites, and train him for future usefulness, happiness, 
and glory. Tom from his parents, and sold in the market, he soon finds himself 
laboring amongst strangers, under the whip of a driver, and his task augmenting 
with his ripening strength. Day after day, and year after year, is he driven to 
the cotton or sugar field, as the ox to the furrow. No hope of reward lightens 
his toil — the subject of insult, the victim of brutality, the laws of his country 
afford him no redress — ^his wife, such only in name, may at any moment be 
dragged from his side— his children, heirs only of his misery and degradation, 
are but articles of merchandise^— his mind, stupified by his oppressors, is 
vrrapped in darkness — ^his soul, no man careth for it — ^bis body, worn with 
stripes and toil, is at length committed to the earth, like the brute that pe- 
risheth." 

It should also be noticed here that J. G. Bimey, Esq., of Kentucky, rendered 
efficient aid to the Anti-Slavery cause by his admirable letters. The fact of his 
being a Southern man, and but lately a distinguished agent of the Colonization 
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Society, and of bis proving his sincerity by the emancipation of bis own slaves-, 
gave great weight to bis statements. 

This year was marked by the formation of ^' Tke American Union" a society 
which endeavours to efiect a junction between tbe American Colonization and 
Anti-Slavery Societies. It is too Anti-Slavery in its spirit for the former, and 
too much the creature of expediency for the bitter. It has consequently but 
few supporters ; and, although several respectable ministers of the gospel are 
among its office-bearers, it is not likely to have a prolonged existence. 

The Second Anniversary Meeting of the American Anti-Slavery Society was 
undisturbed by any outbreakings of popular fury. The church in which it was 
held was crowded by an attentive and deeply-interested anditory. Mr. Birney, 
in a most powerful address, replied to all the objections urged against the doc- 
trines and doings of the Abolitionists. Ir his selection of facts, arguments, and 
illustrations he was equally happy. In concluding his speech Mr. B. made the 
following emphatic remarks : '* Permit me to say, before God and men, that I 
do not believe there is any other principle of action than that adopted by your 
society, which ever will or can terminate the existence of slavery in the United 
States. I say this not unadvisedly, but deliberately and calmly. The thing 
must ebe come to a head, and, when it does, it will burst over the land with 
tremendous and desolating violence." Other gentlemen addressed the meeting, 
with great effect, but the speech which created the greatest sensation was that 
delivered by Mr. Thompson, in which he severely denounced his countr3rman. 
Dr. Cox, for refusing to bear his public and solemn protest against American 
Slavery. 

Among the resolutions passed at the private sitting of the Society, was one to 
raise the sum of S0,000 dollars for the expenditure of the coming year. A sub- 
scription was immediately commenced, and 14,500 dollars was collected. 

The whole of the important proceedings of the Society were begun, con- 
tinued, and ended in prayer. A day of fasting and prayer, on behalf of the 
Anti-Slavery cause in the United States, and a day of thanksgiving to God for 
the abolition of slavery in the British West India islands, were recommended to 
all its auxiliaries and friends — the former to be kept on the 25th of June, the 
latter on the first of August every year. 



FLOGGING FEMALES. 



Bear*st thou a man's, a Christianas name % 
If not for pity, yet for shame, 

O fling the scourge aside ! 
Her tender form may writhe and bleed — 
But deeper cuts the barbarous deed 

The female's modest pride. 

Sin first by woman came -, — ^for this 
The Lord hath marred her earthly bliss, 

With many a bitter throe : 
But mercy tempers wrath, and scorn 
Pursues the wretch who adds a thorn 

To heaven-inflicted woe. 



Thine infancy was lulled to rest. 

On woman's nurturing bosom pressed. 

Enfolded by her arm ; — 
Her hand upheld thy tottering pace, — 
And O, how deep tne foul disgrace, ^' 

If thine can work her harm ! 

Hush not thv nature*s conscious plea ; 
Weak, helpIesS) succourless, to tnee 

Her looks for mercy pray. 
He who records each lash, will roll 
Torrents of vengeance on thy soul : — 

O, fling that scourge away ! 

Charlotie Euzabetu. 
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Heport of the Discussion on American Slavery, 
in Dr. Wardlaw*s Chapel, between Mr, 
George Thompson and the Rev. R. J. Breck^ 
inridge* Glasgow : 2nd ed. 8yo. pp. 148. 

In our first number we referred to 
the discussion recently held in Glasgow, 
between Messrs. Thompson and Breck- 
inridge, and expressed in general terms 
our opinion of the merits of the com- 
batants. The judgment we then pro- 
nounced has been confirmed by the 
publication now before us, which we 
hasten to introduce to our readers, and 
stroDgly to recommend to their imme- 
diate perusal. It was our inten- 
tion to fiimish an outline of the dis- 
cussion; but the present pamphlet, ex- 
tending to 148 pages, has compelled us 
to relinquish the design. We despair 
by any such outline as our limits 
would permit to do justice to the large 
mass of information which Mr. Thomp- 
son has supplied. Our sketch would^ 
of necessity, be so meagre, as to pre- 
sent a very partial and inadequate view 
of the case, and we therefore prefer 
referring our readers to the publication 
itself. We shall frequently nave occa^ 
sion to make use of the documents 
brought forward in the discussion, and 
shall, for the present, dismiss them al- 
together. The result of the discussion 
does not admit of doubt. Mr. Breck- 
inridge did his utmost; but his zeal 
outran his discretion, and bis services, 
however they may be estimated in 
Amenca, will be regarded, throughout 
this country, as having signally miled 
to accompliish their purpose. His 
adroitness .and subtlety of reasoning, 
and the unsparing invective in whicn 
he freely indulged, instead of redeem- 
ing his cause, only served to exhibit 
more palpably its weakness, and to 
place Its essential depravity in a less 
dubious and more hateful light. Mr. 
Thonapson, on the contrary, not only 
sustained his former reputation as a 
public speaker, but established his 
charges against the government and 
churches of America, by such an over- 
whelming mass of evidence, as puts 
incredulity at defiance. We pity the 



idiotcy, or despise the wickedness, of 
the man who shall henceforth say that 
slavery is not a national sin in America, 
or that the churches of that country 
are not deeply Implicated in its sup- 
port. 

The committee of the Emancipation 
Society of Glasgow deemed it proper 
to convene a piiblio meeting on the 1st 
of August, in order to give a public 
declaration of their judgment on the 
merits and results of the discussion. 
This meeting; was numerously attended, 
and was addressed by several of the 
most distinguished ministers of that 
cit^. Strong resolutions, which we 
print in another part of the present 
number, were passed — the nrst of 
which was moved by Dr. Wardlaw, in 
a speech rarely surpassed in manly 
eloquence, generous kindlings of heart, 
and high-toned principle. We should 
do injustice to our readers, and to the 
sacred cause we advocate, if we did 
not close the present article with ex- 
tracts from this admirable oration, for 
the len&^th of which we are confident 
no apoh)gy will be demanded. 

I bless God, Mr. Chairman, for the de- 
gree in which our cause has triumphed. 
But, while we do not forget our obUgations 
to Divine Providence, neither must we 
overlook the human instruments employed 
by that providence in the attainment of the 
end. And this evening we have to express 
our obligations to one of these. It has been 
by the combined, earnest, persevering voice 
of public opinion reiterating in the ears of 
our government— not on the ground of mere 
political expediency, but on the higher and 
more sacrea ground of moral and Christian 
principle — the demand for the breaking of 
the yoke of the oppressed, and the raising 
of the enslaved ana degraded to the dignity 
of men, and to the rights and the privileges 
of freemen, that our cause has triumphed. 
We owe not a litde, then, to those friends 
of that cause, who have contributed to en- 
lighten and to ealiven the public mind — to 
give it a just impression of wrong, and a 
clear perception of right — to rouse its in- 
dignation against the one — and to fix its 
benevolence in the resolute determination 
to effect the other. And amongst ^those to 
whom, on this ground, obligation ought to 
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be felt and expressed by us, the subject of 
the resolution I am about to propoee to you^ 
holds no inferior place. He exerted a 
power oyer the public mind of no ordinary 
amount. He broueht up the cause in our 
own city, when it had long languished for 
want of adequate stimulation. He put 
new life into it ; and he kept that life in 
vigor till the conquest was achieved. We 
shall not soon foiget the triumphant retfult 
of his controversy, maintained m this our 
city, hand to hand, foot to foot, with the 
phalanx of the colonial interest — ^headed at 
that time by their own chosen companion- 
but a champion whom, for their own sakes, 
I forbear to name — as I belie ?e they are all 
as much ashamed of him as we could wish 
them to be. With the ability, the zeal, the 
eloquence, the energy, the stedfastness of 
principle, the exhauswig and indefatigable 
perseverance of our champion, we were 
more than satisfied. We expressed our 
satisfaction ; and we expresses it not in 
words merely, but practically. The most 
decided and flattering proof that can be 
given of satisfaction with an agent whom 
We have employed in one work, is to set 
him to another. We did so. He had done 
his duty so nobly in the home department 
of the great cause he had at hewrt, that, 
when he had achieved oar object in the dis- 
enthrelment of the slaves in our dependent 
cies, and we looked abroad upon the world 
£ar other fields of philanthropic effort, we 
naturally and unanunously turned our eyes 
to him, believing that he who had done §o 
well at home, would do equally weU 
abroad. 

Sir, when we began with our own colo- 
nies, we neyer meant to stop t^^re^ That 
was not the Uniit of our desires, or of our 
detenninations. Our field was the 'vporld. 
Our ol^ect was universal ^ree^on^i; the 
breaking of every yoke-rthe deliverance of 
the oppressed in "every kindred, ai^d 
.tongue, iMid people, and nation." ^d i|i 
contemplating uiis comprehensive object, 
whither was it to be expected we should 
first lookl Whither but to America} 
There, there existed the grefitest amount of 
the accursed evil whose extermination wp 
desired ; and in that country, both as Briton^ 
and as Christians, we could i^ot but fisel |i 
specisJ interest. This wa9 not unwamsnt- 
able interference. It is always warrantabla 
->it is more, it is morally incumbent — fc$r 
fellow-mai, if they h^ve opportunity, to 
expostulate with feQiow-men^or feUoir- 
Chnstiaps to expos^ate with fellow- 
Christian^ — wh^ they see evik existing, 
of wHfi^ %U ^e priQciplep of iustice, hv- 
aiaaily, and religion demand uie ext^rp*- 
tio^> There are no considerations of inter- 
national delicacy and etiquette jthivt ci^ 
justify connivance at sin on the part of 
those who have aught whatever in their 



power to accomplish its removal. If we 
faU to bring this power, whatever it may 
be, into operation, we become soeii eriminis, 
partneis in the guilt. On this principle, if 
our American brethren saw any thing in us, 
which they thought, and justly thou^t, was 
an evil of sufficient magnitude to induce 
their kind offices for its suppression, we 
ouffht to feel obliged by their using their 
endeavours to stir us up to a due conside- 
ration of it, and to practical efforts for its 
removal. On the ground then, the broad 
ground of universal philantluropy, which 
allows no man to say, " Am I my brother's 
keeper?*' we look to America. On the 
ground of the transatlantic States 'owinfl^* 
their origin to Britain, and being kindied 
blood with ourselves, we looked to America. 
On the ground of their having deriyed &eir 
very slavery from us, and having ;had it 
fostered* by our example, we looked to 
^Jnerioa. And when thus, in common with 
our brethren in the Northern and Southern 
Metropolis, we looked to America, and re- 
solved on a mission of benevolence to that 
land, all eyes simultaneously looked to 
George Thompson, as the man of all others 
most eminently fitted for the charge of the 
important and difficult trust. We sent him 
to America. We sent him, however, be it 
remembered, in accordance with invitatioiis 
received by himself from associated firiends 
in the same cause on that side of the At- 
lantic. Not that such invitation was necesr 
sary to justify his missioQ. It was pot He 
might have gone from ns without any inti- 
mation of their wishes. We do not wait 
till the heathen send to us for missionaries. 
We send them uninvited. On the same 
principle mieht we have sent our Anti- 
Slavery missionary. But it was better, 
and it was providential, tiiat, while we were 
resolving to send, they asked him to come. 
He went. He went with the .best wishes 
of the benevolent, and the fervent prayers 
of the pious. He remained in the nithfiol, 
laborious, and perilous execution of the 
commission intrusted to him, as long as it 
could be done without the actual si^rifice 
of life — tiU it would hsve been the insanity 
of hardihood to have persisted longer. He 
returned. We hailed his arrivaL' We 
privately and publicly testified our appro- 
bation of the course he had pursued. The 
present question is — are we now prepared 
to retract that approbation'? Has the ordeal 
through 'fvhich our friend tmd commissioned 
agent has recently passed, altered our 
minds, and disposed us to substitute for it 
a sentence of condemnation 1 Are we now 
ready to cashier him — to censure him— to 
send him to Coventry — ^to deprive him of 
his commission, and declare hiqi disqualified 
for ever holding ^another, unworthy of all 
future service 1 I express my own judg- 
ment in the shortest of all monosyllables. 
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I say, No. And the resolution which I hold the trae welfare of America, by making 
in my hand, callB upon you to say, No. I them tell on the immediate annihilation of 
consider the recent conttoversy as having the evil, or rather of the frightful combina* 
yielded only fresh ground for confidence ; tion of erils, in the oppression of enslaved 
as having fully proved that the challenge millions ;~the instant lemoval of the ac- 
he had issued was no empty bravado — ^but cursed thing from the midst of the camp, 
it was founded in conscious sincerity, in This would be patriotism. I shall live in 
the fullest conviction of rectitude of princi- tiie hope that Mr. Breckinridge may yet see 
pie— of truth, of fa^ts, of force of argmnent, and feel it to be so ; and that, like another 
and of a fair prospect, not of mere victory. Dr. Cox, he may carry with Mm, from this 
but of benefit to his cause. I shrink not country, the full spirit of liberty, and set 
from saying of him thus publicly, what I himself, on his return, to rescue his coimtry 
have said more privat^y m the committee, from the reproach of all nations for her fia- 
that I consider him, in this as in former grant inconsistency, and from the gathering 
controversies, as having borne himself, in vengeanceof offended heaven against prac- 
eveiy respect, creditably to his character tised and tolerated oppression, 
and to his cause ; to have established, to The question before us now is, whether 
the full, his previous statements ; to have he maae out a good case against Mr. 
successfully vindicated his transatlantic Thompson? — and to this question I again 
proceeding ; to have justified the condem- answer — for you, I hope, as well as for my- 
nation of the American Colonization self — No. I think he made out no case 
schemes ; and to have fairly fastebed the against him, either as to the great general 
guilt of slavery on the government and peo- principles of his cause, or as to any of the 
pie of the United States ; that I consider more important details or departments of 
ilim, in a word, as having come out of this the discussion. He attempted to show that 
seven-times-heated furnace unscathed — the slavery of America was not chargeable 
without a " hair of his head singed, or the on America as a nation. I, for one, was 
smell of fire having passed upon him." If amazed at the attempt ; triumphantly as I 
this meeting are of one mind with me, they conceived Mr. Thompson to establish the 
will accept the following resolution. (See charge he had brought, there did not seem 
Resolutions, p. 68.) to me any need for new grounds of proof. 
It is far from being my intention, Mr* Why should Mr. B. tell us about the limited 
Chairman, to go through the controversy, powers of Congress, and the restraints of 
and to comment on its various branches* delicacy and of honor under which even 
Far less do I mean to give utterance to a these limited powers are laid? Why tell 
single word disrespectiful, unfriendly, or us of the distinct legislatures, as to this and 
unland, towards the Rev. gentleman who other matters, of the various states o( the 
stood forward as his opponent. I give that national confederacy ; and of their incom- 
gentleman all credit for sincerity, although potency to interfere with each other, or of 
I think him mistaken. I give him credit the general government to interfere with 
for personal and ministerial character and any of them ? Why tell us of the peculi- 
respectability ; and while I cannot but con- anties in the legisJative enactments of the 
demn the contumelious and sarcastic bitter- different states, and the difficulties thence 
ness of some of his personalities, and arising ? What is all this, and much more, 
whilst I conceive him to have failed in ar- to the purpose 1 What is all this but an ad- 
gnment on every point that was worth con- mission, that, on this particular point, what- 
tendmg for, yet I give him credit too for ever it may be in others, the federal consti- 
talent, and tact, and shrewdness, and great tution of the United States is radically and 
general information and ability. His failure essentially bad 1 1 must be allowed to ap- 
was owing, not to any deficiency in these ply this designation to any constitution that 
and other qualifications, but to the intrinsic contains not within itself the power of 
badness of his cause. Let me add, that I grappling with and putting down great and 
^ve him credit too for his spirit of patriot- flagrant iniquities. To vmdicate the con- 
ism, by which he was induced to offer tinuance, for one day, of the slavery and 
himiself to the vindication of his country. I oppression of two m^ions and a half of 
can only say—- and I say it because I con- immortal fellow-creatures, in a country, too, 
ceive him to possess mental qualities, and boasting of its unrivalled freedom, on the 
a weight of influence, such as, in a good ground that the constitution of the govem- 
canse, might fit him for eminent usefomess ment of that country is such as not to admit 
— O that that patriotism were guided by of its being interfered with, my wonder is, 
other principles! that, under the conviction that any man could stand forward and tell 
that *' righteousness exalteth a nation, and us this, and not ** blush and hang his head" 
that sin is the reproach of any people," and to own himself an American. What are 
^t every moment of the vrilful continuance national ^sins, if those are not such which 
of sin is a moment of guilt and danger, he arise from the very constitution of a nation's 
would throw the wei^t of his influence government 1 For what is a nation answer- 
into the right scale, and make them tell on able, if not for its constitution 1 And if 
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tliat ooDfltitatioB is defeotive and wrong, and in precept, demandfl, without regard to 

where, if not with the nation, lies the sin of oonaec^uences. The most unreasonable of 

its not being mended«— of the deficiency not all principles, in Iny apprehension, is that 

being supplied— of the wrong not being which sanctions continuance in sin, and 

rectified 1 If the constitution of America waits in anticipation of a distant day, and u 

is confessedly such that it cannot anthorita> position of circumstances, in which it will 

tiyely put forth its powers for the abolition become right to relinquish it — ^right to ceasa 

of iniquities, and cruelties, and abomina- from evil ! My principle i& simply this-7- 

tions, so flagrant and atrocious as are com- abandon sin, do duty, and leaye results with 

prised in a system of slarery so woefully God. There are no imaginable circum* 

extensiye — ^let America — ^the country, the stances in which it can be right or necessary 

nation, the people of America — ^rulers and to break the law of God, in order to avoid 

ruled, if republicans will admit the dis- evil. Duty is ours ; consequences his. It 

tinction — ^let America bear the disgrace, and is a matter of principle ; and, when we have 

bear the guilt. ascertained a principle to be right, it is not 

The proceedings of the abolitionists of tequisite that we should also ascertain, be* 
America were assailed, in the course of the fore we venture to act upon it, whether it 
discussion, in no measured terms of severity, may be acted upon with safety. We, how- 
It is needless to say that, whether justly or ever, have found, in our experience, that it 
unjustly assailed, it is not Mr. Thompson may. God has taught us this lesson ; may- 
alone mat is answerable for them. He fol* our transatlantic friends learn it, and act 
lowed out principles sanctioned at home, upon it J And if with them the evil has 
He followed out instructions received from been sanctioned by the constitution of their 
home. I am not aware of any point in country, and on this ground compensatioa, 
which he went beyond the terms of his com- to whatever amount, should be deemed equi- 
mission. I speak, of course, of ihe great table — Mr. B. boasted of their freedom 
general features of his procedure. And in from taxation (consistently or inconsistently 
tiiese, and in the minuter details, moreover, with himself is not the present question), 
he acted in alliance with societies there, and somewhat exultingly contrasted, in this 
holding the same priociples with ourselves, respect, America with Britain — ^if heavily 
If there has been blame, then, we and they taxed Britain, then, amidst all her burdens, 
must share it with him. So far as I have could part with her twenty millions for the 
yet seen, I have no objections. The question attainment of her benevolent end, how much 
now is — Have you \ may not be spared for the same purpose by 

To me it appears that the question re- untaxed America! — Here let them emulate 

specting the propriety or the improprie^ of us, if they will. I, for one, shall be well 

the measures of the abolitionists will be pleased, if they follow us in every thing 

found to resolve itself very much into an- but the ill-omened apprenticeship. I hope 

other — ^into a question of principle. The our experience will be a warning to them 

principle to which I refer is the principle of against this ; and teach them to go right 

our own association — ^the principle (to use through with the business at once. I hold 

a convenient term which has been coined not only emancipation, but immediate eman- 

for it) of immediatism. If the principle of cipation, as a point of clear natural right ; 

gradual abolition be the right principle, then of right, I mean, to the slave. Experience 

the measures were undoubtedly wrong — as in many instances — and even on the large 

far as possible wrong. But, if we are right scale of our own colonial transactions — ^has 

in our principle of immediate abolition, I taught that the apprehensions entertained 

see not how Mr. T. and his associates on on Uiis subject have' had little or no solid 

the other side of the water could well have foundation. Every one. must have been 

acted otherwise than they have done. This struck with the identity of the whole strain 

seems to me the turning point ; and of this of argument in the recent discussion, about 

Mr. T.'s opponent appeared to be sensible, the necessity of training and preparation ; 

when he urged so repeatedly the unreason- of endeavouring to satisfy owners and 

ableness — the infatuation, as he plainly masters of their interest and their duty ; of 

thought it — of insisting upon the change precautions to be taken ; of instructions to 

being made instantly, independently of sJl be communicated ; of habits to be formed <; 

regard to consequences. Mow, Mr. Chair- and of many other things to be done, before 

man, I was once a gradualist. It was in it could be safe, and consequently before it 

the earli^ stipes of our own controversy, could be right, to emancipate. We were 

I will not trouble you with the reasons used to this. We had had it to satiety, to 

which then satisfied my conscience. They nausea ; and we should have had^ it, Mr. 

do not satisfy it now. I now hold, and Chainnan, to this hour, and for years and 

blush not to avow — ^notwithstanding Mr. generations to come, had we not taken, 

B.'s evident astonishment that it should be firmly and determinedly, the ground of im- 

held and avowed by any reasonable man— mediate,^ entire, and unconditional emanci- 

the principle of doing, and doing imme- pation. We did this. We gained our 

diately, whatever the liw of God, in spirit point. And where are the anticipated bor- 
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rors? And our ground has not changed. 
It is a matter of principle and of right still ; 
and^ therefore, we are immediatists in Ame- 
rica, as we were in the West Indies. Mr. 
Thompson's mission has been called a fail- 
ure. Those who think there is no success 
onless the end be fully attained at once, may 
call it so if they will ; but the formation of 
600 abolition societies, comprising, I be- 
lieve, more than 30,000 members ; the ex- 
tensive infusion of the spirit of abolition 
into the bosoms of so many influential mi- 
nisters and laymen, and of the rising youth 
of the colleges and seminaries of instruc- 
tion, as well as into so considerable a num- 
ber of the public journals — these, and other 
things, speak a different language — tell a 
different tale. But I cannot enlarge here, 
without taking up ground that belongs to 
another, by whom it will be occupied with 
more efficiency. 

There is but one other point, Mr. Chair- 
man, to which I wish to advert. Mr. 
Thompson had given us, before the late dis- 
cussion, very affecting, humbling, shocking 
details, in proof that, in America, slavery 
was, to a sad extent, the sin of the church. 
Now, Sir, if there was any one point on 
which, more than on the rest, Mr. T. was 
successful in establishing his statements, 
and clearing himself from every imputation 
of injustice, unfairness, and exaggeration, 
this was that point. The documentary evi- 
dence adduced on the last night of the con- 
troversy contained disclosures which gave 
him an appalling triumph. I could not but 
be pleased to see our friend so successfully 
vindicate his integrity ; but oh ! the satis- 
faction was fearfully darkened by the nature 
of the facts ! To vindicate the ministers 
and churches of America was avowed as 
one of Mr. B.'s principal objects. In no 
point did he more signally fail. The defence 
was feeble, inefficient, and fruitless. The 
facts against him were overwhelming. 

And here. Sir, let me say, there rests an 
obligation, most imperative and solemn, 
upon the Christians and Christian churches 
of our own country. The duty is, to hasten 
their remonstrances to their erring brethren 
on the other side of the Atlantic ; to rouse 
them to a proper sense of their sin, and of 
what the law of God and the gospel of 
Christ alike demand of them. Mr. 6. has 
said, that if this subject is much meddled 
withj and especially if such measures are 
persisted in as those hitherto pursued, there 
must be a breaking up of the fellowship of 
American and British Christians. Sir, I 
prize that fellowship highly ; I prize it in- 
dividually ; I prize it collectively. But if 
it is a fellowship which requires to be main- 
tiained by connivance at iniquity and op- 
pression—if it is not to be enjoyed without 
our entering into a compact to be silent or 
to be inactive on topics rospecting which we 



feel it our incumbent and indispensable duty 
to " lift up our voice like a trumpet," an^ 
show our brethren their sin — then I say, 
with whatever reluctance and whatever pain, 
let the fellowship cease I I have no con- 
ception of that sweet and delightful com- 
munion, of which the terms are, silence, 
and compromise, and gentle dealing with 
crying abominations. I have no relish for 
a harmony which a word uttered in behalf 
of oppressed and degraded and suffering 
millions, would convert into discord, aliena- 
tion, and anarchy. I desire to have no ear 
for tliat music which would be turned to 
jarring and harshness, if a single chord were 
touched of sympathy with the unpitied 
bondsman! By maintaining fellowship in 
such circumstances, and on such terms, we 
do double wrong. We not only "suffer 
sin" in our brethren ; we dii-ectly encourage 
it. Let us rather, by faithful remonstrance, 
" deliver our own souls," — ^wash our hands 
clean. If we retain fellowship without such 
remonstrance, we contribute in the very 
strongest way in our power to confirm every 
light impression of the evil ; by renouncing 
it, we give declaration — strong, I admit, but 
not too strong — of our own impression of 
that evil ; and such renunciation, dictated 
by such a principle, may be the very means 
of rousing from the lethargy we are soli- 
citous to disturb, and of giving the impulse 
we are desirous to impai-t. 

I must have done. The resolution I have 
submitted to you expresses the decided 
conviction of my own mind. As to the 
sneers at our agent's not goin^ immediately 
to the southern states, it would be foolish to 
reply to them ; as foolish as it would have 
been for him to have gone. I shall say no 
more than that such an act of insanity would 
have shown that we had been mistaken in 
our man ; for, by proving him destitute of 
common sense, it would have proved him 
undeserving of our ccmfidence and commis- 
sion. We no more thought of charging him 
to go on his arrival in America directly to 
the southern states, the seats of transatlantic 
slavery, than, in the case of our own colonial 
slavery, we thought of sending him with a 
commission to the planters and assembly of 
Jamaica, or to make an emancipation tour 
through the West India islands. The one 
would not have been less absurd and hope- 
less than the other. 

I conclude by saying that, in consequence 
of the recent discussion, George Thompson, 
instead of having sunk, has risen in m}-- es- 
timation, both as to personal character and as 
to official ability and trustworthiness ; and 
never stood higher in my regard than he 
does at the present moment. The resolution 
will be seconded, and- you will then have it 
in your power to express your concurrence 
with this estimate, or vour dissient from it. 

K 
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RESOLUTIONS OP ASSOCIATED BODIES ON THE SUBJECT OB* 

AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

In our last number we referred to the Congregational Union of England and 
Wales^ and expressed some surprise at the non-appearance of the resolutions^ 
which were understood to have been adopted at its annual meeting in May last. 
These resolutions have subsequently appeared^ and we now print them, with 
others of a similar order. The congregational body has scarcely an existence 
in the southern States of America. Mr. Breckinridge indeed affirmed^ in the 
course of his discussion at Glasgow^ that it did not consist of more than a dozen 
churches. It can therefore be implicated but to a very limited extent in the 
direct support and practice of slavery ; but many of its leading members at 
the north are among the most strenuous opponents of abolition, and the apolo- 
gists for that unhallowed prejudice against color, by which American society is 
so deeply disgraced. Upon those persons we hope the resolutions of the Con- 
gregational Union, moderate and courteous as they are, will have a beneficial 
effect. But there is another body in America, much more numerous and influ- 
ential than the Congregationalists, with which the Independents of this coun- 
try have entered into immediate and close correspondence. We refer to the 
Presbyterians, one of the great pillars of American slavery, to whom the 
Congregational Union has sent, and from whom they have received, a deputa- 
tion. In the misdeeds and crimes of this body, our brethren will be deeply 
implicated, if their intercourse be continued one moment longer than is neces- 
sary to discharge the obligations of Christian fidelity. May Ihey be the means 
of arousing them to a sense of their guilt, and of quickening them to the dis- 
charge of those duties which are enforced alike by humanity and religion ! 

We are also glad to record this month the energetic and pungent resolutions of 
the General Baptists, passed at their Annual Meeting at Bourne, and to com- 
mend their spirit to the imitation of the churches. May the Christians of this 
land speedily unite in a firm and holy determination to cleanse the world of the 
abominations and defilement^of slavery ! 



At a Meeting of the General Committee lightened zeal and 'their expansive beneyo* 
of the Congregational Union of England lence, in the diffusion of the gospel of Christ, 
and WalesTneld at the Congregation^ Li- and in^^the promotion of the general interests 
brary, <m Tuesday, August 2, 18S6, the Rev . of humanity. 

H. t. Burder, D.D., one of the Committee 2. That they feel constrained, by the force 
appointed by a resolution of the last General of fraternal affection, and the conviction of 
Meeting " to prepare a faithful and affec- imperative duty, to convey to their beloved 
tionate remonstrance with the American brethren the views and sentiments which 
Churches, on the continuance ofSlavery in the prevail among the Congregational churches 
United States," presented the foUowmg re- of Britain, on the subject of holding in a 
solutions, which were unanimously adopted: state of slavery any of their fellow-men. 

1. That the Ministers and Cnurches of In doing this they would not forget that 
the Congregational Union have much plea- many national sins and evils ma^r be alleged 
sure in availing themselves of every oppor- against their own country, that it has been 
tunity of expressing the feelings of frater- but recently delivered from the guilt of up- 
nal and cordial affection, which they cherish holding the sptemofcolonial slavery, and that 
towards their beloved brethren, the ministers tiierefore it is the more incumbent on them 
and Churches of their own order and of the to take into their most candid consideration, 
Presbyterian denomination in the United all the peculiarities and difficulties which 
States of America ; and that they greatly may tiureaten to retard the accomplishment 
rejoice in the many indications of their en- of the same glorious object in the United 
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States. At the same time they camiot but 
remind their American brethren, that during 
many preceding years, and some of them 
years of great discouragement, British 
'Christians deemed it their sacred duty, to 
lift ttp among their countrymen the voice of 
remonstrance and of expostulation, and to 
press upon the legislature of their land the 
claims of the oppressed and the enslaved : 
nor do they hesitate to ascribe, in a consider- 
able degree, to tiie blessing of God on these 
perseyering and prayerful endeavours, the 
attainment of the long-desired emancipa- 
tion. 

3. That in the deliberate and decided 
opinion of the churches and ministers con- 
nected with this union, no considerations of 
conmiercial advantage or political expe- 
diency can justify the detention in a state 
of slavery of any human beings, since God 
has made them of one blood ; has endowed 
them with the capabilities of reason and 
reflection; and has designed for them, without 
exception of color or country, all the bless- 
ings of the common salvation : that it is, 
therefore, most awfully culpable to withhold 
from any of them the rights of personal 
freedom, the advantages of Christian in- 
struction, or a fiill equality of participation 
in the privileges and ordinances of the 
church of Christ ; and that to withhold any 
of these sacred and inalienable rights, on 
the ground of color and of descent, is to act 
in direct opposition to the spirit and require- 
ments of Christianity, and to yield to the 
influence of a prejudice, at once unworthy 
of an enlightened nation, and altogether in- 
consistent with the avowed principles of a 
people distinguished among the nations of 
the earth, as the assertors and advocates of 
national freedom and independence. 

4. That, being commanded by the autho- 
rity of their Lord and Master, **not to 
suffer sin upon their brethren,*' they feel 
impelled, alike by a sense of duty and by 
the consciousness of brotherly love, most 
earnestly and affectionately to beseech their 
dear brethren of the transatlantic churches, 
to unite together, by their most strenuous, 
persevering, and judicious efforts, accom- 
panied by their fervent prayers,, with a view 
to liberate their churches and their nation 
from the fearful responsibility and reproach 
of being, in any degree, implicated in the 
guilt of the slave-holding and slave-dealing 
part of the American population ; and thus 
to do what in them lies to achieve the entire 
abolition of slavery ; to avert the displea- 
sure of " the blessed and only Potentate,** 
the righteous Ruler and Judge of nations, 
from whom alone cometh true and lasting 
prosperity ; and to bring down more abun- 
dantly upon their country, as well as upon 
themselves, those showers of blessing which 



have already descended upon so many of 

their favoured churches. 

John Blackburv, 

W. Stebn Palmer, 

Joseph Wontner, Secretaries. 



At a Meeting of the Handsworth Anti- 
Slavery Society, held on Wednesday even- 
ing, August 3, 1836, in Union Chapel, 
Handsworth, the Rev. John Hammond in 
the chair, the following resolutions, after 
due consideration, were unanimously adopt- 
ed: — 

1. That the members of this Society now 
met, record their unalterable abhorrence of 
slavery of every kind wad every degree, 
their sympathy with the multitude of their 
fellow-subjects in the Mauritius and West 
India Colonies, consigned to aggravated 
slavery under the delusive name of appren- 
ticeship, after they had been redeemed from 
thraldom by a generous people for twenty 
millions sterling ; and their grief that any 
British statesman should enact such an ab- 
surd law as that of the slave apprenticeship, 
which renders suspicious every Other spe- 
cious proposal of government. 

2, That while ibis meeting testify their 
grief for the fallen state of those American 
churches, which, polluted with the mon- 
strous sin of slave-holding, have given 
cause to fear that their religion has been 
very different from the laws of the gospel, 
they congratulate those churches which are 
free from that iniquity, and those noble- 
minded individuals who, amidst obloquy 
and danger, have advocated the cause of 
the doubly injured and oppressed people of 
color, and have formed so many active asso- 
ciations for the immediate reparation of 
their wrongs. They particularly admire 
the conduct of George Thompson, and con- 
gratulate him, who, at a great pecuniary 
sacrifice and much personal danger, devoted 
himself to the service of religion and hu- 
manity, and who in the hour of peril never 
flinched from the duties he owed to Christi- 
anity and his country : they also con^atulate 
the several Baptist Associations which have 
boldly borne testimony against the criminal 
conduct of thecruelties of their denomination 
in America, and refused to hold communion 

^ with them, until their repentance became as 
evident as their sin has been. 

3. That this meeting express their ear- 
nest desire that the London Missionary 
Society, and the Congr<^gational Union for 
England and Wales, will take care not to ad- 
mit any delegate |from any of the American 
churches in future, but such as are known 
to be true and honest abolitionists. This 
meeting also express their hop^s that the 
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Rev. Thomas Price will obtain extenaive 
circulation* for his monthly publication on 
Slavery in America, and Slavery and the 
Slave Trade thr6ug^hout the world. 
John Hammond, 

Chairman. 



At a very numerous and highly respect- 
able meeting, held in Dr. Heugh^s Chapel, 
Glasgow, August 1, 1836, Robert Grahame, 
Esq., of WhitehiU, in the chair, the follow- 
ing resolutions were passed : 

1. That in the deliberate judgment of 
his meeting, the wish announced by Mr. 

George Tl^mpaon to meet publicly any 
antagonist, especiaUy any minister of the 
gospel from the United States, on the sub- 
ject of American Slavery, or on any one 
of the branches of that subject, was dictated 
by a well-foimded consciousness of the in- 
tegrity of his purpose, and assurance of 
the correctness of his facts ; and that the 
recent discussion in this city between him 
and the Rev. R. J. Breckinridge, of Balti- 
more, has left, not merely unshaken, but 
c<«finned and augmented, their confidence 
in the rectitude of his principles, the purity 
of his motives, the propriety of his mea* 
sures, the fidelity of his statements, and the 
straightforward honesty and undaunted in- 
trepidity of his zeal. 

2. That the Glasgow Emancipation So- 
ciety considers itself called upon to repeat 
its unmitigated reprobation of Slavery, as 
existing in the United States^ of America, 
and of that prejudice against color, which 
is at once a result and support of the slave- 
system, a system which glaringly violates a 
great principle in the American constitution, 
declaring liberty to be the inalienable right 
of all men ; which opposes the spirit and 
letter of the religion of holy benevolence 
so extensively professed by the American 
people ; which is productive of an incalcu- 
lable amount of crime and misery, both 
among the two millions of slaves and those 
by whom they were held in bondage, and 
which must constantly ofifend Almighty 
God, and expose that land to the visitations 
of his displeasure : that it also repeats the 
expression of its cordial joy in the rapidity 
with which the cause of immediate abolition 
has spread and is now spreading in Ame- 
rica ; in the peaceful, intrepid, and religious 
spirit which, amidst good and bad report, 
the American abolitionists have been en. 
abled to display ; and in the near prospect 
of bloodless triumph with which Divine 
Providence already animates their efforts; 
and finally, that it resolves anew, along 

. with its many British allies, to remonstrate 
with the American people in the spirit of 
fidelity and love, on the claims of the negro 



population; to cheer the abolitionists o£ 
America onward in their path of benevo- 
lence, until slavery shall disappear from the 
American ccxitinent, and America and Bri- 
tain, already united by many powerful ties, 
shall consistently and indissolubly unite, 
for the abolition of slavery from the face of 
the earth, and the promotion of the happi- 
ness of the whole human family. 

3. That it is of great importance for the 
friends of freedom in different countries to 
co-operate in hastening the extinction of 
slavery throughout the world, and that in 
this conviction the meeting feel much satis- 
faction in the interchange of friendly ac- 
knowledgments that has just .passed be- 
tween the emancipationists of this city and 
of Paris. 

RoBEUT Grahame, 

Chairman. 



bi* 



Resolutions adopted at the Annaal Asso- 
ciation of the Evangelical Gtsneral Baptists, ^ 
held at Bourne, on June 30, 1836, and die 
three fUlowing days, and representing 115 
churches, containing 13,000 members. 

That we have long beheld with pleasure 
the apparent prosperity of ^ Baptist de- 
nomination in America ; have heard Irith 
delight the accounts of their religious re- 
vivtus ; and felt a lively interest in their 
efforts to diffuse the gospel in long- 
benighted Burmab. 

That the recent disclosures which hare 
been made respecting the extent to which 
American Baptists are implicated in the 
horrid sin of maintaining African slavery, 
have produced a most painfol change in our 
views and feelings, atia lead us to look with 
suspicion on their revivals and seeming 
prosperity ; that we abhor, as most wicked 
and unjust, the conduct of those who are 
themselves slave-holders ; and behold with 
unmingled disgust the temporizing and un- 
christian proceedings of those Americans 
who, though not themselves slave-holdens, 
sanction the wickedness of their brethren, 
as was done by their disgrac^ul silence at 
the last Trienmal Convention. 

That, indulging these feelings, we learn 
with much satisfaction that the American 
General Baptists are as a body abolitionists, 
and fed our union with them closer on this 
account ; that we admire the noble and truly 
Christian declaration and vigorous efforts of 
the American Anti-Slavery Society; that 
we express to these friends of humanity 
and religion our sjonpathy with them in the 
arduous stmggle they nave commenced ; 
and would urge them to persevere in their 
Christian exertions, till America shall no 
longer bear tiie dreadful stigma of being 
professedly the land of liberty, but, through 
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the wiekedness of professing Chnstians 
principally, in reality the land of slavery. 

That these resolutions be printed in the 
" Patriot," and be forwarded to the " Bap- 
tist Reposit(»y,*' and the " Baptist Ma* 



.» 



gaune;" and that they be transmitted, 
with a suitable letter, to tlie respective se- 
cretaries of the American Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety, of the Freewill Baptist Conference, 
and of the Baptist Triennial Convention. 



SLAVE-FLOGGING PROFESSORS. 
{From Boume*8 Picture of Slavery*'] 



A preacher, on the Lord*s-day morning, 
freque&tly stripped his female slave or 
slaves, tied them up to the rafters of his 
house, scourged them, left them there fas- 
tened, rode to the meeting-house, and after 
preaching, returned home and repeated the 
flogging, or released them, as his humour in 
the afternoon dictated. Although this was 
notorious to the whole surrounding country, 
I never heard him censured either by a 
preacher, or Iw' any other person, but a few 
of the gospel fanatics, who could not disco- 
ver any method to amalgamate torturing 
girls and preaching Christian love at the 
same time. 

Thei^e was a church member of the same 
class* Mrs. H. used to boast that she was 
the best hand to whip "a wench" in all 
that country. She had a post in the yard to 
which she pinioned the girls, ana after 
scourging them until she was tired, on the 



Lord*s-day morning, she then would sprin- 
kle theui, with the usual mixtare of salt, 
vinegair, &):., leave them fastened, exposed 
to the )iin and flies, walk to the church, sit 
as demure as a popish nun, and after service 
repeat her flaying or not, according to her 
whim. I once expostulated with her upon 
the impropriety and wickedness of this 
course. " Mrs. H., how can tyou possibly 
whip your girls so publicly on the Lord's- 
day morning, and disturb your neighbours 
going to public worship *! * Her answer 
was a memorable specimen of slave-driving 
and slave-torturing Christianity. ** If I 
were to whip them on any other day of the 
week, I might lose their work for a day ; but 
by whipping them on Sunday, their backs 
get weU enough by Mondfay morning !" 
That woman^ if alive, is no doubt a member 
still. 



STRENGTH OF PREJUDICE. 
By Mhs. Child. 



Thb following account is a literal matter 
of fact* The names of persons and places 
are concealed by the editor, because she 
wishes to excite no angiy feelings in at- 
tempting to show how many discourage- 
ments are thrown in the way of colorod 
people who really desire to be respectable. 
The letten are copied from the originals, 
with merely a few alterations in the Jortho- 
graphy of the last. 

Mr. James R was a respectable co- 
loied man, residing at Massachusetts, in a 
certain town not far ftcm Boston. He had 
been early impressed with the importance 
of religioQS subjects, and at twenty-six 
jrearsof age made a public profession of his 
laith. He had a large family ; and when 
tbey were all old enough to attend church, 
it was found difficult to accommodate them 
OB the seats their parents had usually occu- 
pied. Mr. £■ was desirous of pur- 
chasing a pew which stood as it were by 
itself, being* tunounded by the aisle and the 
stair-case. Some difficulty occurred because 
a widow had a right to one third ; but this 
was finally arranged to the satisfaction of all 
parties. Mr. E.'s eldest son paid the pur- 
chase money, and received a deed of ^the 
pew. As soon as this became known, a 



member of the church called upon Mr. K. 
and exhorted him not to injure the sale of 
the pew by occupying it, Mr. £. answered 
that it had been bought for the accommoda* 
tion of his family, and they had no wish to 
sell it. The church brother answered, " Let 
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 
he faU." 

Private meetings were immediately held, 
which resulted in summoning Mr. £. to ap- 
pear before the church, to give an account 
of his proceedings. Here he was accused 
of a wilful and fli^rant outrage upon the 
church, and upon the society. In reply, he 
called their attention to the covenant by 
which each church member was bound to 
share the burdens of the church, and 'pro- 
mised full ^enjojonent of all [its privileges. 
He thought this gave any member a right to 
own a pew, provided he could honestly pay 
for one. As a citizen of a free country, (he 
conceived that he had a right to purchase a 
pew; nor could he find anything in the 
whole tenor of the Bible opposed to it. 

When requested to declare the price his 
son had paia for the pew, he declined an- 
swering. A committee was appointed, and 
the meeting adjourned. 

This committee called on Mr. E. to 
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"labour with him," as they termed it The A larger committee was appointed, and the' 
Elder attempted to justify their proceedings meeting adjoomed. 

by taUdng of a gradatioin in creation, from On &e next Sabbath, Mr. £. and his son 
the highest seniph to the meanest insect took their seats in the pew. In the after- 
Tosiropoit this doctrine, he quoted from noon, the Elder took his text from the 
the fitteenth chapter of the first Epistle to eleventh chapter of Ecclesiastes : *' Rejoice, 
the Corinthians : " All flesh is not the same O young man, in thy youth, and let tbj 
flesh ; but there is one kind of flesh of men, hesot cheer thee in the days of thy youth, 
another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in 
and another of birds. There are also celes* the sight of thine eyes : but know thou that 
tial bodies, and bodies terrestrial -, but die for all these things God wiU bring thee into 
glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of judgment." During his discourse, the 
the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of speaker was very much excited, 
the sun, and another glory of the moon, and The next Sunday the pew was fmmd 
another glory of the stars ; for one star covered with tar, and a part of the seats 
diflereth from another star in gloiy." torn down. 

The Elder said this difference of flesh On the third Sunday, a cord was obserfed 
iras visible among people of different fea- suspended firom the gaUeiy ; on ATftmi>«^f|^yt». 
tores and complexions. In answer to these it was found that a jug of filthy water was 
remarks, Mr. E. reminded him that, in the tied to it, and so arranged as to empty itsdf 
▼erses he had quoted, the apostle expressly upon whoever touched the line in entering 
says, '* There is one kind of flesh of men ; ' the pew. The remainder of the seats and the 
the difference alluded to was between the waUis were soon after torn down, and thrown 
flesh of men and the flesh of beasts. He into an adjoining pasture. A temporary seat 
added that God had distinctlj declared, answered the puxposes of the fiunily for a 
" He made of one blood all nations of men while ; but in a snort time this was demo- 
te dwell on the face of the earth." lished, and the platform itself torn up, 

The committee easily perceived that the leaving a hole about two feet souare. 
Elder's scriptural arguments were feeble. The son of Mr. £. related tnese facts to 
They said a eood deal about the advantages the Editor, and added very drily : ** When 
of peace ana harmony in the church, and the cold weather came on, this proved a se- 
earnestly desired that the pew might be nous inconveniencetothewhole congregation; 
given up. One gentleman declared that it but they bore it for some time with Chris- 
was his opinion that Mr. E. had as ^ood a tian fortitude." Another church meeting 
right to own a pew as any other [individual was called, and an attempt made to prove 
in the commumty , but if he woidd of his that Mr. E. had been guiltjr of dissimula- 
own free will relinquish the possession of it, tion in his manner of obtaining the pew. It 
for the sake of peace, it would be a very ac- was stated that he had inducM the widow 
ceptable service. If all had spoken with to sell her share, by telling her he had 
equal mildness and candor, the affair would already given her son-in-law security for the 
probably hare been easily settled ; but bitter price, and that the deed was made out. In 
and contemptuous words are not the best reply, Mr. E. urged that he had told the 
means of persuading a man to relinquish widow the bargain was all completed, and 
his own rights, for the convenience or waited only for her consent ; and when she 
pleasure of others. asked if he had paid for it, he answered he 

The Elder declared that he had exerted had g^ven his word for the money, which 
his utmost influence to restore order and was as good security as his bond. He wish- 
tranqufllity. When asked if he had tried to ed to prove this statement by wUness, but 
induce the son to give up his claims to the the church declined to admit his evidence, 
pew he had purchased, he answered, " No ; A lawyer, who was present, said if any man 
if I cannot persuade professors of religion passed his word before witnesses, it was 
to do right, I cannot expect to gain anything good for one year; and Uierefore, he con- 
with world's people ; and I wiU do nothing ceived that Mr. £. had made himself re- 
about it." sponsible for the payment of the pew, to all 

Another meeting was soon after held ; intents and purposes. The majority were, 
Mr. E. and his son attended, and, for the however, decidedly in favor of withdraw- 
first time, took their seats in die pew. The ing the right hand of fellowship firom their 
same a^^uments were made use of, concern- colored bjx>ther, on the ground that he had 
ing a gradation in creation from Ihings su- practised deceit in saying he had given se- 
perior to things most inferior ; and these ar- curity for the purchase. He was accordingly 
guments were met by similar replies. The excommunicated. The Church denied any 
question was put to vote whether Mr. £. co-operation in the destruction of the pew. 
should be allowed to sit in the pew ; and Mr. £. told them he knew nothing about 
it was unanimously decided that tne church that, but he thought they had in their pro- 
were unwilling to allow him that privilege, ceedinga manifested a similar spirit. Since 
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they were unwilling to listen to the evidence not customary for colored people to ^have a 
he could bring, he asked to have the ques- pew on the floor of the meeting-house. They 
tion of dissimulation fairly tried before im- said the difficulty would all be settled if he 
partial referees. But the Elder said that would give it up ; and finding they could 
was unnecessary ; and he closed by remind- not obtain this, they called a church-meet- 
ing the culprit that he would have avoided ing, and set him aside, 
the punishment, if he had but followed his ** I have ever been dissatisfied with the 
direction in the beginning. Yet had he treatment my husband received. It seem- 
done as was required of him, the charge of ed to me unreasonable, unchristian, dis- 
deceit in the purchase of the pew must honest, and.hypocritical— contrary to every 
have had precisely the same degree of truth principle of justice and humanity, and to 
it had under other circumstances. our Saviour's golden rule, ' Do ye unto 

Mr. £. laid the case before ex-parte coun- others whatsoever ye would they should do 

sel, was acquitted of the charge brouffht unto you.' I ask, what man among yon 

against him, and received'a recommendation woula like to be turned out of the church, 

to other churches. The family no longer at- merely because his son bought a pew \ Who 

tended at the meeting-house where- their cannot see that the real difficulty was onac- 

property had been so wantonly destroyed* count of a black man's owning a pew, and 

After some time, Mrs. £. received the fol- that the charge of dissimulation was forged 

lowing letter : out ? 

unx Q. -c **^ ^ respects features'and shades ofcom- 

' Mra. S-- — E — -- : plexion, Gott has said, that ' He made of one 

" The church, of which you have been a ^y^ ^ nations of men, to dweU on aU the 

member, have to regret that they are com- ^ce of the earth,' He declares that ' He 

peUed to say to you, that m their opinion, ^ ^o respecter of persons ; but in every 

your reasons for bemg so long, time absent nation he that feareth God, and workkh 

from the communion Me not sufficient to righteousness, is accepted of him.' What 

justify jou; and according to our covenmt rfght, then, has one part of creation to 

oblieaUons, we must withdraw fromyou the ^^g^^ dominion over the other part, merely 

hand of fellowBhip, and consider you no because they are a Utde whiter! (and not 

longer as a member of the church. We muchneither.) The Bill of Rights declares 

hope you will consider the solemn covenant that aU men are bom equal, and endowed 

obhgations you once took upon yourself, and ^^ certain inaUenable nghts, among which 

return to your heavenly Father, and to the are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 

church, who would gladly a^ain restore you ^ess. Nothing is said concerning color, 

to your former pnvilege in Ae church. whether it be white, red, black. oTpellow. 

, By .oroer and m behalf of ^the « if ^ citizen buy a pew in a house dedi- 

church m S .^^ ri v " ^^^^ ^ ^^' ^^** "?^* *'*^® Christians 

* •' ^ » Clerk. and sinners, with the Elder at their head, to 

Mrs. E. replied as follows : ^^ ^^^^"^ f Y^», '^uT *?°^'' ^^"l 

^ tage, and declare by vote that they are not 

" To the church in S— : willing people should enjoy their property, 

" I received your committee with marked in this land of gospd light and liberty ? 

respect, and agreeable to request, gave my Does this seem hke *' sitting together in 

mind on the subject of my former connexion heavenly places in Christ Jesus V Is this 

with you. Afler you had bound yourself by letting love be without dissimulation 1 Be 

a covenant obligation, in the presence of assured, the only way to be accepted with 

God, angels, ana men, that we should mu- God is to keep nis commandments ; and he 

tually enjoy all the privileges of the church, reouires us to love him supremely, and our 

you brought a groundless allegation against neighbour as ourselves. 

my husband, of dissimulation in attempting " By the grace of God, I am determined 

to purchase a pew. Elder , who was to walk worthy of the vocation whereunto I 

at that time our minister, under the influ- have been called, I am far advrnced in 

ence of a blind, infatuated zeal, used all his life, and the time of my departure is at 

influence against the right cause. Instead hand. It is a consolation to me that I have 

of being as " wise as a serpent, and harm- no personal animosity against your church. 

less as a dove," he was as venomous as a ser- I ever cherish a spirit of forgiveness; but 

pent, to the everlasting shame and disgrace I cannot remain in fellowship with any 

of his profession. He, with a few others, church or people, who make a distinction on 

urged my husband to give up the pew my account of complexion." 

son had bought, upon the plea that it was 
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LOTTKRY. 



The American newspapers are full of 
advertisements which outrage humanity 
and set common decency at defiance. The 
following speaks for itself. The price fixed 
upon the girl Matilda sufficiently bespeaks 
the puq)oae of her owner. When will 
Christian men and Christian ministera cease 
to countenance a system which, based on 
villany, pampers all the vilest passions of 
the human heart? 

The IFuited States Gazette has the fol- 



lowing : — " There is a lottery in Tennessee 
which has some of the most curious, if not 
the most brilliant prises, that we ever saw 
crowded into a scheme. For example : One 
brick house, and one Bteam*boat ; nbobo 
GIRL Rebecca ! and several mares ; bay 
colt by Pacific, and yellow giul Ma- 
tilda ! ! The bay colt^ is valued at two 
hundred, and the yellow girl at eleven 

HUNDRED DOLLARS ! 



SLAVE ADVERTISEMENTS. 



The Charlestown Courier of Feb. 12, 
1835, contains advertisements of fourteen 
hundred and eighty-six slaves for sale. The 
following is one ot the lots, so advertised, 
to which we invite the attention of the In^ 
dependents of 'this country. 

Field Negroes, 

By Thomas N. Gadsden. 
On Tuesday, the 17th inst, will be sold 
at the north of the Exchange, at 11 o'clock, 

A prime Gang of Ten Negroes, 

Accustomed to the culture of Cotton and 



Provisions, belonging to the Independent 
church, in Christ Church parish. ^Church 
property /] 

Conditicms — One-third cash, balance in 
one and two years, secured by bond bearing 
interest from date, and a mortgage of the 
property, (!) and personal security. 

N. B. The above negroes may be treated 
for at private sale, on application to John 
White, or to Thomas Hamlin, in the parish. 
—Feb, 6. 



REMEMBER THE SLAVE. 
By Mrs. Child. 



Mother ! when around your child 
You clasp your arms m love. 

And when with grateful joy you raise 
Your eyes to God above ; — 

Think of the negro mother, when 

Her child is torn away, 
Sold for a little slave, — oh, then 

For the poor mother pray ! 

Father ! whene'er your happy boys 

You look upon with pride. 
And pray to see them, when you're old 

All blooming by your side j — 

Think of that father's withered heart, 

The father of a slave. 
Who asks a pitying God to give 

His little son a grave. 



Brothers and sisters ! who with joy 
Meet round the social hearth. 

And talk of home and happy days, 
And laugh in careless mirth ; — 

Remember, too, the poor young slave 

Who never felt your joy ; 
Who, early old, has never known] 

The bliss to be a boy. 

Ye Christians ! ministers of him 
Who came to make men free, 

When at the Almighty Maker's throne 
You bend the suppliant knee j — 

From the deep fountains of your soul 
Then let your prayers ascend 

For the poor slave, who hardly knows 
That God is still his friend. 



Let all who know that God is just, 
That Jesus came to save, 

Unite' in the most holy cause, 
Of the forsaken slave. 




labtrs in Hmtrif a^ 



No. IV.— October, 1836. 



WHAT CAN BRITISH CHRISTIANS DO TOWARDS THE 
EXTINCTION OF AMERICAN SLAVERY? 

This is a question asked almost every day, from a vast variety of cha- 
racters, and from an equal variety of motives. It is asked by the indolent, 
as an apology for his indifference. It is asked by the selfish, because it has 
no direct bearing upon his interest. It is asked by the timid, who shakes 
at the very idea of national convulsion. It is asked by the quiescent lovers 
of things as they are, because all changes are attended with noise and strife; 
and tbey are such lovers of peace that they must have it at any price. Not 
one of all these classes but will decry slavery as a detestable condition of 
society, mil clothe its abominations in fearfrd and appalling language, will 
lament over it with un^ected sorrow, and pray for its removal with all ap- 
parent sincerity. But tlien they say, * We have no direct interest in the 
matter. The Americans are not amenable to us, nor are we responsible for 
them. It is a national sin ; and its removal must be effected by efforts of 
their own.' They are too jealous of British interference to submit to any 
measures which we may suggest ; and it is in vain to suggest what we have 
no power to carry into effect! This, we are persuaded, is a feeling which 
pervades a large class of Christians in this country, who thus quiet their 
consciences, and rock themselves into a repose as disreputable to their Chris- 
tian profession as it is unkind to their suffering fellow-creatures. 

It is surely not for a Briton,* much less for a British Christian, in this 
advanced age of the world, to ask, "Who is my neighbour?" and because the 
waters of an ocean separate, and the objects of sin and wretchedness have 
none of the claims of locality, or civil or national afl&nity, to suppose that 
therefore we may be allowed to pass by on the other side. The world is the 
Christian's field : the religion he professes is essentially diffusive and ag- 
gressive ; and furnishes both the reason and the motive for every mode of 
interference, whenever it can reform the errors or mitigate the wretchedness 
of any portion of tbe human femily. But besides this general reason, the 
inhabitants of the western continent sustain a relation towards us from 
which especial obligations arise. They are oxir own brethren— in a great 
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degree the children of our own ancestors — speaking the same language — 
professors of the same religion — ^looking to the same oracles as the rule of 
&ith and practice ; and, in estimating the extent of our various denomina- 
tions throughout the world, are reckoned as a part of ourselves. And is it 
nothing to us that a great nmnher of our own churches, and 'whole asso- 
ciations of churchesi are guilty of that essence of abominations, the crime 
of holding their fellow-creatures in hopeless bondage — of demanding from 
them unrequited labour — of forcibly excluding them from all access to edu- 
cation and knowledge — of dissolving at pleasure the dearest social ties — and 
of expatriating them where human life is speedily worn away by excessive 
toil and hardship? Is this the condition of any part of the world, and es- 
pecially is it practised by any calling themselves Christians ; and shall a 
British Christian have nothing to do with such a state of things ? Shall 
two and a half millions of our hapless fellow-creatures, thousands of whom 
are members of our churches, and whom we expect to meet in a better 
world, extend to us their imploring cries and prayers by every breeze that 
comes across the Atlantic ; and shall we curtain ourselves round in indif- 
ference, because the objects of misery are far away, and are the subjects of 
another government in another continent of the earth ? 

But the question returns, '^ What can tee do in this distant land to compel 
the oppressor to release his prey, or to mitigate the woes of the oppressed?" 
We are not called upon to compd him to do any thing ; nor are we allowed 
to attempt it, even if we had the power : but, though we cannot compel, is 
there nothing that we can do to induce him voluntarily to abandon a prac- 
tice as injurious to the oppressor as it is cruel to the oppressed ? If we can 
do nothing else, surely 

We can pray for him : and is this nothing ? The God to whom we ad- 
dress ourselves in this land of freedom is the God of the slave-holder as 
well as the slave ; and in his hand are the hearts of all men. Though we 
cannot send an army of soldiers to rescue the captive, we can send a host 
of prayers to heaven on his behalf: though our arguments and remon- 
strances may fall heedless on the interested and callous ear of the tyrant, 
yet is that ear and that heart supple as the potter's clay in the hand of Him 
to whom our prayer is addressed. The devoted band of philanthropists in 
the western world, who are compassing by every means the welfare of the 
slave, make the cause they have espoused an object of zealous and uninter- 
mitted prayer. Their Committee meetings are invariably begun and closed 
by prayer : the last Monday evening in every month is specially devoted to 
this purpose, and that with as much regularity and interest as the first in 
the month is assigned to Missionary objects. And who can calculate the 
power of a nations prayer — ^the prayer of faith, of confidence, of hope? 

Perhaps it may be too much to expect that churches in general in this 
coimtry should set apart a specific evening in each month for this single ob- 
ject, but surely it ought to be specially remembered at our Missionary 
prayer-meetings. Let the church member or the minister who conducts 
these services carry himself in imagination to the countries where slavery 
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spreads its pestilential breath — ^let him realize its demonizing influence over 
the master, as well as its degradation and cruelty towards the slave, and 
surely a scene more adapted to call forth his ardent supplication could not 
well be pictured before him. When we remember, particularly in the 
southern states, how deeply inwrought this horrid system is into the feelings 
and habits of the people — ^how it has grown with their growth, and strength- 
ened with their strength — ^how it is fortified by their laws, and supported by 
their prejudices and interests, it is too much to expect that human legisla- 
tors, acting under the impulse of interest^ and swayed by motives of political 
expediency, should ever be induced to compass its downfall. It is &irly 
handed over to the omnipotent energy of the church ; and, even in its hand, 
would utterly fail of success, were there not a mightier power — a power 
which can with perfect ease subdue the heart of an oppressor, or a nation 
of oppressors — ^were not this power at the call of the church, and engaged 
to succeed its benevolent designs. If we have any faith in the efficacy of 
prayer ; if there be any truth in the scriptural assurance that " the fervent 
prayer of the righteous availeth much ;" if the exciting a spirit of prayer is 
ordinately the first ^step in the arrangements of providence for securing an 
object of desire, then let eveiy Christian in this land band himself with his 
fellow- workers on the other side of the Atlantic, and cease not day nor 
night, until the Lord shall hear the cry of the oppressed, and ^^ shall send 
them a Saviour, and deliver them." 

Again : if we look at what may be considered the indirect influence of 
prayer — its natural eflect*upon the minds of those for whom it is presented 
— ^we have another motive for the earnest and persevering discharge of this 
duty. It is scarcely possible to conceive of a people so bereft of sensi- 
bility, so incased and hardened in transgression, that were they to see a 
whole nation presenting petitions to the throne of grace on their behalf, im- 
ploring that their eyes may be opened to the wrong of their doings, without 
occasionally at least looking within and asking themselves, ^ Is it all right? 
Is there no cause for this ? Is there nothing fearful in beholding a whole 
Christian people invoking Omnipotence against my practices and purpose of 
life? Should I not at least examine the matter more carefully than I 
have done, and see whether interest may not have blinded my judgment, 
or prejudice perverted my understanding?* Could we, in the first in- 
stance, only secure this disposition to self-inquiiy, this comparison of 
practice with the testimony of God in his word, this scrutiny at the bar 
of conscience before appearing at a more solemn and awful tribunal, a 
great point would be gained, a breach would be made in the citadel of 
darkness and prejudice from which the most &vourable results might be 
anticipated. K it be true that Christians are never so near to each 
other in sentiment and feeling as when upon their knees, then surely 
the most potent way to reclaim an erring brother, to induce the ten- 
derness favourable to conviction, and the resolve to banish what cannot 
be defended, is to prostrate with him, or in his behalf, at the footstool 
of that God of mercy and of power who can change the heart of the 
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oppressor, andj^' deliver ihe poor and needy, and riddiem*out of the hand of the 
wicked." Let, then, ereiy Christian in his closet, in his family, in the social 
circle, in the church, make this a distinct item in his addresses to the throne 
of grace ; let our ministers apportion a part of every prayer to the same ob- 
ject ; and then we may feel assured, that in so righteous and godlike a 
cause, what we are so constant and importunate in imploring will not 
very long be delayed. 

There are several other methods in which British Christians may effec- 
tively aid the e£forts that are making for the good of our fellow-creatures 
stni held in unrighteous bondage, which will be pointed out in a future 
number of this work, 



BRIEF NOTICES OF THE PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE OF 
ABOLITION IN THE UNITED STATES.— No. IV. 

The discoveiy of the western worlds aod its colonization by the nations of 
Europe, have been accompanied by numberless horrors, from the contemplation 
of which the benevolent mind turns away disgusted and appalled. The Indian 
nations, once the sole masters of the vast continents of America, have melted 
away before the presence of the white man, who, after having destroyed them 
by millions, has seized their ancient heritage, and, by acts as cruel as they were 
treacherous, has made it his own. Not content, however, with having subju- 
gated or destroyed the original proprietors of the soil, he has torn millions of 
the human &mily from Africa to be his slaves. It may be truly said that the 
white man's empire in the new world has been founded and sustained by 
robbery and blood. The remnants of the Indian and negro races in the United 
States of America are comparatively small. The. former have been doomed to 
extermination, or have been driven into the far wilderness. The latter are held, 
vnth few exceptions, in inexorable bondage. The great mass of slaves, how- 
ever, are of a mixed race, native-bom Americans, having the blood of their 
oppressors flowing in their veins. By the laws of the slave-states slavery is 
declared to be hereditary and perpetual — the labor of the slave is compulsory 
and uncompensated — the slave, being considered a personal chattel, may be 
sold, or pledged, or leased, at the will of his master — ^he* can make no contract, 
and has no legal right to any property, real or personal — ^he cannot be a 
witness against any white man in any court of justice, however atrocious his 
crimes — ^he may be punished at his master's discretion, for any offence or for no 
offence — ^he is not allowed to resist any free man under any circumstances — he 
is not permitted to redeem himself, or to change masters — he is entirely unpro- 
tected in his domestic relations — the laws greatly obstruct his manumission — 
and tend to deprive him altogether of religious instruction and consolation, 
The whole power of the laws is, in fact, exerted to keep him in a state of the 
lowest ignorance and debasement. These are the characteristics of American 
slavery ; and out of this monstrous state of things has arisen the most intole- 
rable system of oppression that ever disgraced and afflicted mankind. But are 
there no responsibilities connected with the origin and perpetuation of this 
enormous evil? More than 300 years have passed since the first cargo of 
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Africans was landed in America. The oppression of centuries has, therefore, 
to be answered for. The blood of millions, slain in the wars which slavery has 
fomented, which have been destroyed in their transit across burning deserts, 
whicb have perished during the middle passage, which have died under the 
lash of the driver, or which have been prematurely swept from existence by 
murderous labors and by dreadful privations, crieth for retribution. The 
originators of the crime have gone to their account. The perpetuators of the 
crime are still in existence, and upon them a fearful amount of responsibility 
has been accumulated, and is constantly increasing. But are there none impli- 
cated in the continuance of the crime besides those already specified ? Yes ; 
those are partakers of other men's sins who justify them, who find excuses for 
them, who palliate them, who connive at them. They who take sides with the 
oppressor voluntarily share his responsibility. Nay, more ; they who refuse to 
plead the cause of the oppressed, to assert his right, and to use every legitimate 
means for his deliverance, incur much guilt. In all that constitutes the sum of 
human happiness men have a community of interests and obligations. No man 
can, therefore, be indifferent to the welfare of his fellow-man without contra- 
vening the great law of his nature, and bringing upon himself, if not immediately, 
yet ultimately, the most serious evils. '^Am I my brother's keeper?" was the 
language of the first murderer ; and it is not too much to say that those who 
can hear of the outrage which slavery commits on the dearest rights and holiest 
feelings of human nature without sjnnpathy for the sufferers, and, where it can 
be done^ without remonstrance at least with their oppressors, fails in his duty. 
But if as members of the human family men are bound to this course of action, 
much more so as Christians. Slavery is one of the greatest obstructions to the 
general diffusion of the gospel. In the British colonies, and in the United States 
of America, it has been found that slavery and Christianity cannot co-exist. If 
there were no other reason, therefore, than this, why they should seek its over- 
throw, it would be sufficient. But there are other and cogent reasons, arising 
out of the condition of the slave, and the impossibility of his relieving himself 
from the iron grasp of power. To ''remember them that are in bonds as bound 
with them," is a sacred duty ; and the appeal of the Christian philanthropists 
of America to their brethren in this country, is grounded upon it That appeal 
will be heard and answered. 

The American Anti-Slavery Society held its third anniversary in the city of 
New York, on the 10th of May last. Its admirable report contains a summary 
of the events which have transpired during the third year of its existence — 
some of them the most painful, and others of the most gratifying nature. Of 
the former class the violation of the mail, and the destruction of the abolition 
newspapers and pamphlets at Charleston, South Carolina — the application of 
Lynch Law in several of the slave states — the destruction of the school for 
coloured persons at Canaan — the mobs at Boston and Utica — the attempts of 
Congress to muzzle the press, and to prevent free discussion — and especially 
the attempt to fetter the right of petition, in reference to slavery in the district 
of Colombia. Of the latter class, the rapid growth of Anti-Slavery Societies 
and the astonishing success which have attended the well-directed and energetic 
measures of the parent institution. The number of societies known to exist, 
at the time of its anniversary, was 623, being an increase in the course of the year 
of 323! The amount of increase in its funds wasl5,311 dollars; and the pledge 
given at its previous anniversary, to raise 30,000 dollars for its current expen- 
diture during the year, was nobly redeemed. With these funds the committee 
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have been enabled to keep in the field a nnmber of agents^ and io publish and 

extensively diffuse a variety of anti-slavery periodicals^ pamphlets^ and laigei 

works, viz. : — 

PUBLICATIONS. 

C Human Bights, fOxmt 20,000 per month. Total 240,000 

Published \ Anti-Slavery Record, 25,000 „ „ 385,000 

Monthly j Emancipator, 15,000 „ „ 210,000 

(.Slave's Friend, 15,000j „ „ 205,000 

Quarteriy Anti-Slavery Magazine - - - « - 5,500 
( Life of Granville Sharpe - 2,000 
Bound \ Anti-SlavexT Record, yol. 1. - 1,000 
Volumes j Mrs. Child s Appeal - 1,000 
C Slave's Friend, vol. 1. - 1,000 

5,000 

Occasional Pamphlets .... 8,500 

Circulars, Prints, &c. - - - - 36,800 

Total number of impressions 1,095,800 

This amount is exclusive of publications of other societies and individuals, 
-which have been purchased and disseminated by this society. It will be seen, 
by a comparison with the last report, that the issues of publication this year 
have been nine times as great as those of last year, at only about five times the 
expense. 

In the course of the year the following gentlemen were employed for longer 
or shorter periods, as agents or lecturers : Messrs. A. A. Phelps, Thomas Hunt- 
ington, George Storrs, Theodore D. Weld, Henry B. Stanton, Samuel L. Gould, 
Augustus Wattles, James A. Thome, Huntington Lyman, J. W. Alvord, Wm. 
T. Allan, Sereno W. Streeter, and Charles C. Burleigh. Mr. Weld has been 
chiefly supported by the N. Y. City Young Men's Anti-Slavery Society. Wm. 
Goodell has also been employed for a part of his time in lecturing and writing 
for the periodicals. They have truly " cried aloud and spared not," and their 
success amidst reproaches, mobs, and hostile missiles of all descriptions, has in- 
spired the Society with the strongest desire to increase their number. 

These gigantic efforts are to be increased. Previously to the Society breaking 
up its deliberations, its representatives voted 50,000 dollars to^the sacred cause 
in which it is engaged during the present year. This sum was subsequently 
raised to 100,000,dollars, and }t is resolved, if possible, to have fifty agents in 
the field ! 

Let Mammon hold while Mammon can. 
The bones and blood of living man ; 
Let tyrants scorn while tyrants dare. 
The shrieks and writhings of despair : 
The end will come, it will not wait ; 
Bonds, yokes, and scourges have their date. 
Slavery itself must pass away. 
And be a tale of yesterday. 



EAST INDIA SLAVERY. 
Sir, 
I Beg your attention to the subject of Slavery in India; because, hitherto, it 
has escaped the notice of the British public. India and Europe are widely 
separated from each other by' natuial causes^ and they have been still more 
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widely separated by the commission of a great political crime or blander — ^the 
monopoly of intercourse. In tbe year 1792, British manufacturers succeeded in 
obtaining permission to send their wares to India on board the ships of the East 
India Company ; and in the year 1813, British merchants were licensed to trade 
with India ; then the voice of the naCion obtained licenses for mis»onaries to 
proceed to India. At length, in 1833, British India was opened to British-bom 
subjects: since then they may travel about India without passports, and they 
may hold land for a term of years ; but then they have lost the more valuable 
civil right of trial by jury, and they still continue subject to be deported at the 
will of the Governor. 

The United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, 
fortified their factories in India, and seized upon territories which now compose 
an extensive empire. Unquestionably this empire has been acquired by force 
and by fraud. The immediate government of India is continued in tbe hands 
of the proprietors of India stock ; that is, it is committed to such ladies and 
gentlemen as choose to send down to the Stock Exchange, and buy a bit of India 
stock. Four and twenty of these proprietors of £2,000 of India stock govern 
India. Thus, the government is based upon a mercenary principle, and it is 
conducted as quietly as possible. 

As fbr as I am aware, the first public notice of the subject of slavery in India 
was in the year 1828, when Mr. Buxton caused the House of Commons to pub- 
lish a folio volume of about nine hundred pages, under the title of " Slavery in 
India." This big book treats the subject much in the same manner as the 
planter magistrates and senators of Jamaica might be expected to report on 
negro slavery, if the House of Commons called on them to exhibit its nature. 
The late Mr. Pringle told me that he had waded through the book, but could 
not make out anything fro» it ; also, that he had advised the Rev. Mr. Peggs to 
form an abstract of it; and that even that publication does not exhibit the 
actual state of slavery in India, so as to attract the attention of the public to it 
Mr. Pringle repeatedly objected to bring forward the subject of slavery in India, 
on the ground that it would interfere with the abolition of negro slavery in the 
West Indies. The Rev. Mr. Ivimey readily permitted the subject to' be 
brought forward at Eagle-street ; but immediately afterwards Mr. Thorowgood 
stepped forward and denounced the speaker as an enemy to the cause of aboli-^ 
tion. For my own part, I still continue to regret that the Anti-Slavery Society 
did not face the whole evil of slavery throughout the British dominions, and 
abolish it at one blow. 

Towards the close of the session of 1832, the select committee appointed to 
inquire into the afiairs of the East India Company, examined Sir Alexander 
Johnstone ; and, in the course of his examination, the subject of slavery in 
India, and the volume printed in 1828, were brought to the notice of Mr.]Grant, 
who followed up the inquiry by addressing a circular letter from the Board of 
Control, inclosing queries to several officers whom it was expected would be 
able to give information on the subject. The House of Commons has twice 
printed the documents elicited in answer to this inquiry, namely, in the year 
1832, and again in the year 1834. 

The most interesting documents in the volume of 1828 are those of Mr. Baber, 
who in the session of 1830 gave evidence before a committee of the House of 
Lords concerning the degraded condition of the slaves in Canara and Malabar. 
Mr. Baber also replied most fully to the queries of the Board of Control ; how- 
ever, his paper is an elaborate disquisition abounding with technicalities^ and 
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therefore not calculated to give a popular view of the subject. Mr. Baber in- 
curred the expense of printing it^ and circulated it gratuitously. He is now in 
India^ the senior member of the Company's civil establishment at Bombay, 
but not a member of their council at that presidency ; had he cared less for the 
slaves of India than he has done throughout life^ it is most probable that he 
would have had a seat in council long since. He always has been the unflinch- 
ing advocate of the slave in India ; and what is more^ he has been their only 
friend and champion ; had it not been for him, even the government in India 
would scarcely have known the horrible extent and the atrocious nature of 
slavery in India; he alone has set his face against the crime^ and steadily 
denounced it in the reluctant ear of a mercenary and despotic government. 

Next to Mr. Baber^ Mr. A. D. Campbell^ of the Madras civil service, deserves 
mention as having done his duty in exposing the foul blot of slavery in India. 
His labours have not involved him with the government, but he has steadily 
sought to exhibit the actual state of slavery in India to his superiors, both in 
India and in England. 

The result of Mr. Grant's inquiry into the subject of slavery in India was so 
decisive, that in the BiU which he introduced into the House of Commons, in 
1833, one clause provided that slavery should cease throughout India on a fixed 
day, — I think in April, 1834. The House of Commons modified this clause, 
but the House of Lords did worse than expunge it, for they bound the govern- 
ment in India from legislating on the subject without the previous sanction of 
the Court of Directors of the East India Company, that is, the non-resident 
proprietors of the slaves of India. 

After due inquiry, his Majesty's Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India, introduced a Bill for the immediate abolition of slavery in India ; but the 
East India Company opposed them, and rivetted the fetters of their slaves by 
Act of Parliament. However, his Majesty's Ministers for India affairs did not 
resign, but on the contrary, they applied to the Company for immense rewards. 
The elder Mr. Grant was a candidate for the Governor Generalship ; Sir Robert 
Grant obtained the Government of Bombay ; and their Secretary proceeded to 
India, where he now enjoys a salary of £10,000 per annum. Surely slavery in 
India is not to be left in the hands of ministers who thus seem to blow hot or 
cold just as suits them. 

When Napoleon I. returned from Elba, and alighted at the Thuillenes, 
he proclain!^ed himself an abolitionist. Much in this spirit, when Lord Ellen- 
borough returned to preside over the India Board, during the first hundred days 
in the year 1835, he took up the popular subject of slavery in India ; and I 
have no doubt that for the sake of holding office he would have conceded some 
measure of emancipation to the slaves of India ; however, he soon gave place 
to Sir John Hobhouse, whose recent reply to Mr. Buxton on the subject of 
slavery in India, will rouse the nation to the subject, if any human voice can 
possibly rouse the nation to any sense of feeling for the wrongs which Britain 
still continues to inflict upon the ^people of India ; especially, seeing that Mr. 
Robert Gordon, member for Crichlade, and a secretary of the India Board, is 
himself a West India proprietor ; whilst Sir Charles Cockerill, a commissioner 
for the affiuzs of India, is perhaps little, if any, better. In fact, the slaves in 
India have nothing whatever to hope from the public in India, for each indivi- 
dual there is subject to instant transportation ; and they have nothing to hope 
from the tender mercies of the governing authorities of India, either in In4ia or 
in England; their only hope of amelioration and of emancipation rests upon 
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the justice of the God of nations^ who, having inspired the people of Britain 
with pity for the poor enslaved children of Africa^ will^ I trusty extend the same 
holy influence in behalf of the slaves of India. 

In the West Indies, the line which separated the slave from the free was well 
defined ; but in India there is every gradation of slavery and of servitude, from 
that of the slave seized and sold by auction by the government, on account of 
arrears of rent owing by his proprietor, to that of the ryot who is compelled 
hereditarily to cultivate a rack-rented field for the benefit of the government. 
Negro slavery was a simple subject ; but slavery in India is a very complicated 
subject; like negro slavery it begins with man-stealing and with slave trading; 
but it does not end there, for the government of India encroaches as much as it 
possibly can upon the liberties and rights of those classes it cannot absolutely 
enslave, by bringing them to the hammer and transporting them from their 
native soil. In the West Indies, the slaves were constantly exposed to the view 
of Europeans; but in the East Indies* the slaves are quite hid from Europeans; 
and if a European went to India expressly to investigate the subject of slavery 
in India, he would meet with many insuperable difficulties, from the extent of 
India, the diversity of languages, the jealousy and the power of the govern- 
ment. At present, the only Europeans who are likely to know anythmg of the 
actual nature of slavery in India, are some few of the fiscals, and some few of 
the missionaries. The fiscals are the task-masters. One witness has truly stated 
that the slaves of Malabar are so totally degraded by slavery that they are below 
the reach of anything except Christianity, which alone can stoop down to them 
and elevate them. They certainly seem to be degraded below the lowest stage 
of savage life ; below the Hottentot, the Esquimaux, or the New Hollander. 

Although the difficulties of comprehending and exposing the subject of slavery 
in India is in some points much greater than that of comprehending and ex- 
posing the horrors of negro slavery, yet there are facilities for the Abolitionist 
which Clarkson and Wilberforce did not possess; for instance, Europe and 
America are convinced of the impolicy of slavery ; Christendom is alive to the 
subject ; and besides this, the point of attack is very accessible and very weak, 
you or any other individual in London, can^ at your own convenience, step into 
the India HoUse and talk to the chairman, the deputy chairman, and the secre- 
tary upon the subject ; these gentlemen are virtually the leviathan proprietors of 
all the slaves in India ; they are the government of India. If they vrill not 
hear reason and do justice, then the crown is equally accessible at the office of 
the India Board. But a meeting in Exeter Hall, or even in Eagle Street, or 
Devonshire Square, or Finsbury Chapel, would resound through Leadenhall and 
Whitehall. But the Indian task-master will not show face ; he is a cunning 
animal, and will trust more to fraud than to force ; when closely urged to it, 
he will pen despatches to India to your own heart's content, directing the im- 
mediate emancipation of every slave and of every bondman ; being fuUy aware 
that the despatch will not be regarded, and that seven years must elapse before 
the fraud can be discovered. 

More than a million of slaves and 'millions of bondsmen in India cry con- 
tinually, *^ Come over and help us !" This distant cry requires only to be echoed 
by those few who hear it, and it vrill alarm and arouse Britain. I believe that 
the long contest about the slkve trade has done more in eliciting the energies of 
the House of Commons, and in disciplining the political strength of the people of 
Britain, than anything else ; and I doubt not that slavery in India can be made 

M 
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equally productive of great natioual blessings by him vho goveineth all things, 
even the councils of princes. 

The small island of Ceylon, not being included in the government of India, 
requires separate notice ; it contains above twenty thousand predial slaves, who, 
I believe, have been the victims of unsuccessful experiments of the Colonial 
Legislature about registration, &c. They are in the power of Lord Glenelg', 
even as far as immediate emancipation. My impression is, that, speaking in a 
very general way, in Ceylon, lands cultivated by free kbor pay a land-tax of 
one-tenth of their produce, whilst in those districts where the proprietor is en- 
abled to enslave the labourer, he pays the government one-fourth of their produce. 
The cinnamon-peelers, claya-root-diggers, clank-shell-divers, &c., of Ceylon 
are not accounted slaves, but certainly they are not treated as free-people. 

Convinced that the sole object of your very interesting little periodical is to 
glorify God by abolishing slavery throughout the world, I apologize only 
for my ignorance of the subject I wish to bring forward, and conclude by saying 
that, from all I have been able to see and learn of slavery in both the Indies, 
slavery in India is more extensive and degrading than negro slavery. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Brighton, Peter Gordon. 



ADDRESS OF THE SYNOD OF KENTUCKY. 
C Continued from p, 32, J 

4. This system licenses and produces great cruelty. The law places the whip 
in the hands of the master ; and its use, provided he avoid destroying life, is 
limited^only by his own pleasure. Considering the absolute power with which 
our people are armed, it must be acknowledged that the treatment of their 
dependants is, in general, singularly humane. Many circumstances operate here 
to mitigate the rigors of perpetual servitude ; and it is probably the fact, that 
no body of slaves have been ever better fed, better clothed, and less abused, 
than the slaves of Kentucky. Still they have no security for their comfort but 
the humanity and generosity of men, who have been trained to regard them, not 
as brethren, but as mere property. Humanity and generosity are, at best, poor 
guarantees for the protection of those who cannot assert their rights, and over 
whom law throws no protection. Our own condition we would feel to be 
wretched indeed, if no law secured us from the insults and maltreatment even 
of our equals. But superiority naturally begets contempt; and contempt gene- 
rates maltreatment, for checking which we can rely, not on virtue, but only on 
law. There are in our land hundreds of thousands clothed with arbitrary power 
over those whom they are educated to regard as their property, as the instru- 
ments of their will, as creatures beneath their sympathy, devoid of all the feel- 
ings which dignify humanity, and but one remove above cattle. Is it not cer- 
tain that many of these hundreds of thousands will inflict outrages on their des- 
pised dependants ? There are now in our whole^ land two millions of human 
beings exposed, defenceless, to every insult and every injury short of maiming or 
death, which their fellow-men may choose to inflict. They suffer all that can be 
inflicted by wanton caprice, by grasping avarice, by brutal lust, by malignant 
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spite^ and by insane anger. Their happiness is the sport of every whim, and 
the prey of every passion, that may occasionally or habitually infest the mas- 
ter's bosom. If we could calculate the amount of woe endured by ill-treated 
slaves, it would overwhelm every compassionate heart, it would move even the 
obdurate to sympathy. There is [also a vast sum of suffering inflicted upon the 
slave by humane masters, as a punishment for that idleness and misconduct 
which slavery naturally produces. The ordinary motives to exertion in men are 
withdrawn from the slave. Some unnatural stimulus must then be substituted ; 
and the whip presents itself as the readiest and most efficient. But the appli- 
cation of the whip to produce industry, is like the application of the galvanic 
fluid to produce muscular exertion. The effect is powerful indeed, but momen- 
tary ; and if often applied, it is exhaustive and destructive to the system. It 
can never be used as a substitute for the healthful|and agreeable nervous stimulus 
with which nature has supplied us. Equally vain is the attempt to supply by the 
whip the deficiency of natural motives to exertion ; it produces misery and de- 
gradation. Yet, inadequate as is this substitute, it is the best that can be had ; 
it must be used while the system lasts ; the condition of the slave is unnatural^ 
and his treatment must correspond to his condition. We are shocked to hear 
of epicures, who cause the animals on which they feast to be whipped to death, 
that their flesh may be more delicate and delicious to the taste. We feel it to 
be disgusting and intolerable cruelty, thus to inflict pain upon a beast, merely to 
satisfy the cravings of luxury ; and shall we excuse ourselves, if a desire for 
ease or wealth leads us to sanction, sustain, and assist in perpetuating a system 
which, as long as it lasts, must lacerate the bodies ,and grind down the feelings 
of millions of rational and immortal beings ? 

Brutal stripes, and all the varied kinds of personal indignities, are not the 
only species of cruelty which slavery licenses. The law does not recognize the 
family relations of a slave, and extends to him no protection in the enjoyment of 
domestic endearments. The members of a slave family may be forcibly separated, 
so that they shall never more meet until the final judgment. And cupidity often 
induces the master to practise what the law allows. Brothers and sisters, pa- 
rents and children, husbands and wives, are torn asunder, and permitted to see 
each other no more. These acts are daily occurring in the midst of us. The 
shrieks and the agony often witnessed on such occasions, proclaim with a trum- 
pet tongue the iniquity and cruelty [of our system. The cry of these suflTerers 
goes up to the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. There is not a neighbourhood 
where these heart-rending scenes are not displayed. There is not a village or a 
road that does not behold the sad procession of manacled outcasts, whose chains 
and mournful countenances tell that they are exiled by force from all that their 
hearts held dear. Our church, years ago, raised its voice of solemn warning 
against this flagrant violation of every principle of mercy, justice, and humanity. 
Yet we blush to announce to you and to the world, that this warning has been 
often disregarded, even by those who hold to our communion. Cases have oc- 
curred in ourown denomination, where professors of the religion of mercy have torn 
the mother from her children, and sent her into a merciless and retumless exile. 
Yet acts of discipline have rarely followed such conduct. Far be it from us to 
ascribe to our people generally a participation in these deeds, or a sympathy with 
ihem ; they' abhor and loathe them. But while the system of which these cruel- 
ties are the legitimate offspring, is tolerated among us, it is exceedingly difficult to 
inflict punishment upon their perpetrators. If we conuncnce discipline for any 
acts which the laws of slavery sanction, where shall we stop ? What principle is 
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there which will justify us in cutting off a twig or a branch of this poison tree, 
that will not, if carried &irly out, force us to proceed, and hew down its trunk, 
and dig up Its roots ? These cruelties are only the loathsome ulcers, which show 
corruption in the blood and rottenness in the bones of this system. They may 
\t bound up and mollified with ointment — ^they may be hidden from the sight ; 
but they cannot be entirely removed until] there is a thorough renovation within. 
Our churohes cannot be entirely pure, even from the grosser pollutions of slavery, 
wUU we are wiiling to pledge tmrselves to the destruction of the whole system. 

6, It produces general licentiousness among the slaves. Marriage, as a dvil 
ordinance, they cannot enjoy. Our laws do, not recognize this relation as 
existing among them; and, of course, do not enforce by any sanction the 
observance of its duties. Indeed, until slavery " waxeth old, and tendeth to 
decay," there cannot be any legal recognition of the marriage rite, or the 
enforcement of the consequent duties. For all regulations on this subject 
would limit the master's absolute right of property in his slaves. In his disposal 
of them, he would no longer be at liberty to consult merely his own interest. 
He could no longer separate the wife and husband to suit the convenience or 
interest of the purcluuser, no matter how advantageous might be the terms 
offered. And as the wife and husband do not always belong to the same owner, 
and are not often wanted by the same purchaser, their duties to each other 
would thus, if enforced by law, frequently conflict with the interests of the 
master. Hence all the marriage that could ever be allowed to them, would be 
a mere contract voidable at the master's pleasure. Their present 9U(m marriages 
are just such contracts, and are continually thus voided. They are, in this way, 
brought to consider the matrimonial eDgagement as a thing not binding, and 
they act accordingly. Thus the working of our system of slavery diffuses a 
moral pestilence among its subjects, tending to wither and blight every thing 
that is naturally beautiful and good in the character of man. Can this system 
be tolerated without sin ? 

6. This system demoralizes the whites as well as the blacks. The hand of one 
of our greatest statesmen has strikingly pourtrayed the demoraUzing effects of 
this system on the minds and manners of the ruling class. " There must doubt- 
less," says Mr. Jefferson, '^ be an unhappy influence on the manners of our 
people, produced by the existence of slavery among us. The whole commerce 
between master and slave is a perpetual exercise of the most boisterous passions 
—the most unrelenting despotism on the one part, and degrading submission on 
the other. Our children see this, and learn to imitate it ; for man is an imitative 
animal. This quality is the germ of all education in him. From his cradle to 
his grave he is learning to do what he sees others do. If a parent could find no 
motive, either in his philanthropy or his self-love, for restraining the intemperance 
of passion toward his slave, it should always be a sufficient one that his child is 
present. But generally it is not sufficient. The parent storms ; the child looks 
on, catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs in the circle of 
smaller slaves, gives loose to the worst of passions ; and thus nursed, educated, 
and daily exercised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with odious pecu- 
liarities. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners and morals 
undepraved by such circumstances.''^ Such, according to the testimony of ox» 
who had marked its operation with a philosopher's eye, is the character which 
slavery forms — ^a character perfectly the reverse of that which the gospel 
requires. 

• Jefferson's Notes on Virginia, p. 319. 
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7. This system draws down upon us the vengeance of heaven. " Qod is just," 
and " he will render to every one acoording to his works." Oppression can 
never escape unpunished^ while He who hath emphatically declared^ that he is 
the ^' Judge of the widow^ and the father of the fatherless/' is on the throne of 
the universe. " If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn to deaths and 
those that are ready to be slain ; if thou sayest^ Behold^ we know it not ; doth 
not he that pondereth the heart consider it ? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth 
he not know it ? and shall he not render to every man according to his works ?" 
Not a sparrow falls to the ground, we are told, without the notice of God— how 
much more doth he mark the abuse and oppression of a creature, who bears his 
own peculiar image ? " The very hairs of our head are all numbered"-^much 
more are the groanings of the oppressed and sighings of the prisoner recorded, 
by Him who says that his name is '^ Oraeious" and that his '^ ear is ever open 
to the cry of the poor and needy." The blood of Abel did not soak] into the 
ground unheeded; it called down judgment upon the guilty man who had 
smitten his brother, and it drove him out a wanderer from the land of his birth, 
a fugitive from the presence of the Lord. But the sore cry of millions 'of the 
down-trodden has ^gone up to heaven from the midst of us ; this cry is still 
swelling upward ; and if there be righteousness on the throne of the universe, 
it must bring down vials of wrath upon the heads of all who are engaged in this 
guilty work. And when he cometh to execute vengeance, '* who may abide the 
day of his coming ?" Who can stand before his indignation ? Who can stand 
up in the fierceness of his anger? We see the truth of what the prophet declares, 
that ** the Lord is slow to anger" — but we are assured that it is equally true, 
that he is ''great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked:. the Lord 
hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of 
his feet." 

Brethren, we profess to be Christians — ^we reverence the holy revelation which 
God has given — we look to its precepts for guidance, and to its denunciations 
for warnings. We know that the principles of the divine dealings are the same 
in every age; and that.what Qod said to those of old, when we are in similar ciiy 
cumstances he saith unto ^us. Listen, then, to one of the many invitations he 
has given us of the way in which he will punish it. '' The people of the land 
have used oppression, and exercised robbery, and have Vexed the poor and 
needy ; yea, diey have oppressed the stranger wrongfully, and I sought for a 
man among them, that shoidd stand in a gap before me for [the land, that I 
should not destroy it : but I found none. Therefore have I poured out mine in- 
dignation upon .them : I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath ; their 
own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord ;" Ezek.' xxii* 
29^—31. Can we despise the instructions of the Almighty ? Shall we shut our 
eyes and close our ears against the admonitions of the Great Judge of the earth? 
Shall we not arise and '* stand in the gap before him for the land, that he may 
not destroy it ?" Though our "nest may be built on high," and " our [defence 
be the munitions of rocks," we cannot escape if God rise up against us— He 
can blast our prosperity— He can drown us in blood— He can blot out our exist- 
ence and our name from under heaven. 

Let us remember, too, that not only as a people, but as individuals, God will 
deal^ with us. The day is soon coming! when Jevery man's works which he 
hath wrought shall be tried as by fire— and we must then " eat of the fruits of 
our own ways." 
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MOB LAW. 

Mob-law still prevails in America, the land of boasted ireedom ; and its 
yiolence is directed against the most enlightened and philanthropic of her 
sons. The scenes enacted at New York and Boston have been repeated at 
Cincinnati, as the following account, taken from a New York paper, will 
show. Mr. Bimej was foimerlj a slave-holder in Kentucky, and an 
advocate of colonization. But when the truth -of God dawned upon his 
mind, he manumitted his slaves, renounced colonization, and entered with 
all his heart and soul and strength into ' the outlawed camp of the aboli- 
tionists. Driven by slave-holders from Kentucky, he established his resi- 
dence at Cincinnati, where he conducted the PkilanthropiH Newspaper 
with singular intrepidity and talent. His object was truth, not gain ; and 
he has been cruelly rewarded by his deluded and misjudging countrymen. 
When will the false patriots of America awake to their countr/s disgrace, 
and assert the majesty of laws which are now recklessly trampled under 
foot ? The same violence which is now directed against the abolitionists, 
may hereafter be employed against any other party ; and it therefore be- 
comes every lover of his country to prevent occurrences whose example is 
infectious, and the repetition of which must shake the foundations of the 
commonwealth. 

Our remarks on the subject of the Cincinnati resolutions, recommending vio- 
lence and riot^ have received a most striking illustration. The guilty counsel 
has been followed^ and Cincinnati has suffered a disgrace M^hich years will not 
efface. We subjoin an account of the conduct of an organized mob^ who took 
possession of that city on the 30th of July, overawed the civil authorities, com- 
mitted the crimes of 'burglary and robbery in open daylight, gave to their 
triumph over the laws the pomp of^ a public celebration, by dragging their 
plunder in procession through the principal streets ; and, not content with these 
outrages on property, searched through the city, with an insatiate thirst'of ven- 
geance, for the persons of two of their fellow-citizens, on whom to wreak their 
brutal rage, and perhaps consummate their wickedness with the guilt of murder. 

It was only when the fury of the multitude, in searching for one of its victims, 
seemed likely to endanger a building in whicl^ there were two banks, that the 
civil authorities thought proper to interfere. The disturbance of the peace was 
nothing — the act of breaking open the dwelling of a private individual was 
nothing — ^the plunder and destruction of his property was nothing — the hue and 
cry after his life was nothing ; but when the hoards of a monied institution are 
in peril, the majesty of the laws wakes from its slumber, and interposes its shield! 
Then the mayor, who had looked on quietly while all these outrages were com- 
mitted, comes forth and tells the mob, in a ''determined manner," that he will 
order the police to shoot the first person who offers violence to the building. 
What a commentary on the depraved state of public feeling ! Human liberty 
and human life are neither respected by individuals nor shielded by the laws ; 
but the gold of the great monopolies which corrupt the people, is to be protected 
at every hazard. You may break open your neighbour's house if you will, and 
destroy his goods, and hunt him as the blood-hound hunts his prey ; you may 
do this with impunity, provided you respect the banks : but if you touch their 
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safety, you will be informed that you are going too far. It is for their benefit^ 
and not for that of individuals^ that laws are made^ and ministers of the law 
appointed. Insensate ! not to know that the anarchy you encourage; when it 
has reached its maturity, will disdain the lesser prey, and pounce upon the very 
trcasiares you so anxiously protect. 

Mr. Bimey, who was thus hunted by the Cincinnati mob, is well known in 
the western states as an eminei^ lawyer. He is a native of Kentucky, and is 
allied to the first families in that state and Virginia. Becoming more and more 
attached to the doctrines of the anti-slavery party, he abandoned a lucrative pro- 
fession, and established in Cincinnati a paper called the Philanthropist, which 
has now been twice broken up by violence. He is a man of great ardour and 
resolution of character, and is not likely to give up his design but with his life. 
Those who, influenced by the fear of injury to the trade of Cincinnati with the 
South, have stirred up these riots to drive him from his purpose, will probably 
find that nothing short of murder will effect their object, and even in that fright- 
ful event nothing will be gained, for others equally ardent and enthusiastic will 
rise up in his place. 

The following is an extract of a letter from a gentleman at Cincinnati, dated 
the 1st of August : — 

'^ The storm has at length broke, and a row such as Cincinnati never before 
witnessed took place on Saturday night, July 30. It was given out that a mob 
might be expected that night, and accordingly a large concourse of people as- 
sembled at the Exchange, at six o'clock, p. m., when a president and secretary 
were appointed, and resolutions passed to go forthwith to Birney's office, and 
destroy the press, papers, &c. They accordingly marched to the comer of Main 
and Seventh streets, when they commenced operations by breaking and tearing 
everything to pieces in the second and third stories of the building, stove all the 
windows out, and scattered his (the editor's) papers and books in the street, and 
burned a great number of them. 

" The next movement was to heave out the press, at which a most tremendous 
shout was raised ; and, hitching a rope to it, they hauled it down Main-street 
to the river, broke it to pieces, and threw it to the bottom. 

'* They then raised the cry of ' Bimey ! Bimey !'* and immediately proceeded 
to his house, and demanded his presence. Whereupon his son, a youth of about 
seventeen, came and informed them, in a very affecting appeal, that his father 
was not at home, and begged them to respect his helpless family and private 
property. The crowd then began to cry out * Donaldson ! away to Donald- 
son's !'t There they next proceeded, and swore that if he did not come out 
they would rase the house to its foundation. 

*' Mrs. Donaldson and daughter then came out and informed them that neither 
of the Messrs. Donaldson was at home — that they had both gone into the 
country that afternoon, and assured them that they were not in the house. This 
did not altogether satisfy them, and they had almost determined on searching 
the house, but were prevailed upon to desist by two or three of the leaders as- 
suring them that they were not there. On which they left, and proceeded to 
Church-alley, t where a scene took place that baffles description. Two or three 
pistols were fired from one of the houses, which enraged them so much, that 
they went to work, and I may say that they completely 'renovated* that 
concern. 

* Editor of the PkOantkropist, a weekly paper. t A merchant, who is abo an abolitionist. 

% Where were several houses of ill ftune. 



88 Working of the Apprenticeikip System. 

'* They proceeded to several of the negro houses in Western-row^ and tore 
them down ; but I most stop with my description. Fears were entertained that 
some disturbance would take place last eyening. A laige mob collected around 
the Franklin House* on a supposition that Mr. Bimey was there^ but they were 
dispersed witb some little trouble. The mayor made a speech^ in a determined 
manner^ and said he would order the police to shoot the first man who at- 
tempted to make any disturbance. Matters ha^e become pretty stilly and there 
will not probably be any more disturbance." 



WORKING OF THE APPBENTICE8HIP SYSTEM. ^ 

The working of the apprenticeship system in our colonies, has fully 
justified the fears and predictions of the abolitionists. It has proved one of 
the most bungling and wretched pieces of legislation which human folly 
ever devised, and only serves to corroborate the general principle, that there 
is no safe or prudent medium between right and vn^ng. When slavery 
was acknowledged to be a crime, freedom — full, entire, and lasting, ought 
to have been instantly conceded. But instead of this, a miserable attempt 
was made to conciliate the despot at the expense of his victim, and the 
' result has been what every honest and foresighted man predicted. We 
j)urpose in a future number entering somewhat laigely into this matter. 
At present we must content ourselves v^ith the following extract from a 
letter addressed by an estimable Missionary in Jamaica to the Secretary of 
the Baptist Missionary Society in England. 

" I see something is doing in England to shorten the Apprenticeship system. 
I pray God it may soon follow its predecessor — Slavery, for it is indeed slavery 
under a less disgusting name. Business lately (Dec. 23) called me to Rodney- 
hall; and while I was there, a poor old negro was brought in for punishment. 
X heard the fearful vociferation, * Twenty stripes.' * Very well, here Alexander 
Lowndes, put this man down.' I felt as I cannot describe : yet I thought, as 
the supervisor was disposed to be civil, my presence might tend to make the 
punishment less severe than it usually is — ^but I was disappointed — I inquired 
into the crime for which such an old man could be so severely punished, and 
heard various accounts. I wrote to the magistrate who sentenced him to receive 
it ; and after many days I got the following reply. 

"Logan Castle, Jan, 9, 1836. 
" Sir, 

" In answer to your note of the 4th inst., I beg leave to state, that Thomas 
Johnson, an apprentice belonging to Mount Pleasant, was brought before me by 
Mr. Evans, his late overseer, charged upon oath with continual neglect of duty 
and disobedience of orders as cattle-man, and also for stealing milk^-wsis con- 
victed, and sentenced to receive twenty stripes. May I add, that whatever 
reports may have been circulated, inconsistent or derogatory to what is here 
stated, can be contradicted by gentlemen who were present at the holding of 

* Two of the City banks were in tbis building, part of which was occupied as a large boarding-house. 
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my court— in fact, so far from the punishment of the offender being severe, he 
was not ordered one-half the number of stripes provided for such cases by the 
Abolition Act — ^if he received more than that number, or if those were inflicted 
with undue severity^ I shall feel happy in making eveiy inquiry amongst the 
authorities at Rodney-hall Institution. 

" I remain, Sir, yours truly, - 

" T. Watkins Jones, S. M/ 
" Rev. J. Clarke, kc, &c.*' 
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To which I replied as follows : — 



''Sir, «Jmc&o, t/fln. 19, 1836. 

" I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th inst., which 
reached me on the 18th, when I was about to address to you a second note 
under the impression that the first might not have reached your hand. 

" Respecting the punishment of Thomas Johnson, I still adhere to the opinion 
I before expressed, that, for an old man of about 60 years of age, the punish- 
ment was severe; and I think the best method of proving my opinion to be 
correct, is to give you a description of what took place ; leaving you to deter- 
mine whether the interference of W. Worger, Esq., of Rio Magno, who, I am 
told, is attorney for] Mount Pleasant, was called for, and just, under such cir- 
cumstances. To see a venerable old man tied as if to be broken on the wheel, 
and cut to the bone by the lash of an athletic driver — writhing and yelling 
under the most exquisite torture, were certainly circumstances sufficiently strong 
to touch the heart of any one possessed of the smallest degree of common 
humanity. The usual preparations being made, the old man quietly stripped off 
his upper garments, and lay down upon the board — ^he was then tied by the legs, 
middle, above the elbows, and at each wrist. Mr. Worger then called out to the 
driver, ' I hope you will do your duty — ^he is not sent here for nothing.* At the 
first lash the skin started up ,* and at the third, the blood began to flow; e^e the 
driver had given ten, the cat was covered with gore ; and he stopped to change 
it for a dry one, which appeared to me somewhat longer than the first ; when 
the poor tortured creature had received sixteen, his violent struggles enabled 
him to get one of his hands loose, which he put instantly to his back — the driver 
stopped to retie him, and then proceeded to give the remaining four. The 
struggles of the poor old man from the first lash.bespoke the most extreme tor- 
ture ; and his cries were to me most distressing. ' Oh ! Oh ! Mercy ! Mercy ! 
Mercy! Mercy! Oh!^Massa! Massa! Dat enough — enough! Oh! Bnough ! 

massa, have pity ! O massa ! Massa ! Dat enough — enough ! Oh, never do 
de like again — only pity me- -forgive me dis once ! Oh ! Pity ! Mercy ! Mercy ! 
Oh ! Oh ! ' were the cries he perpetually uttered. I shall remember them while 

1 live ; and would not for ten thousand worlds have been the cause of pro- 
ducing them. It was some minutes after the aged sufferer was loosed ere he 
could rise to his feet, and as he attempted to rise he continued calling out, 
' My back ! Oh ! My back ! My back is broken." A long time he remained 
half-doubled, the blood flowing round his body; and at last, standing erect, he 
deliberately said, ' I serve my master at all times ; I get no Saturday, no Sun- 
day ; yet this is de way dem use me.' 

'* Now, Sir, I would appeal to you as to a gentleman possessed of humanity, 
and with the utmost respect make the following inquiries. Was this poor man 
convicted simply on the oath of his accuser? Or did witnesses prove the 
charges made against him } And, was the old man encouraged to speak by way 

N 
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of vlndicutlon or uiitigation of tlic charges made by liis late oyerseer ? Agaiii^ 
would nottlie ends of justice be &r better answered — would not the apprentices 
be far better fitted for being useful and cheerful labourers in 1840 — ^and would 
not your conscience be likely to give you less painful accusation in the prospect 
of death and eternity, If^ instead of so much flogging, you were to use the other 
remedies which the law admits for the punishment and prevention of misconduct? 

" For many years I have endeavoured to promote the best interests of this 
colony ; and in doing so^ have avoided as much as possible every thing that 
could be construed into interference with matters aside from my sacred office as 
a minister of Christ ; but to the calls of sufibring humanity I feel it to be my 
duty to attend ; and should I again have to address you on this or on similar 
subjects^ or even should it become my painful duty to proceed further, by legal 
means, in such matters, I most sincerely assure you that no motive, except that 
arising from a sense of imperative duty, will ever influence my conduct. 

" I remain. Sir, yours very respectfully, 

'^JoHN Clarke.'* 

^* T. Watkins Jones, Esq., Special Magistrate." ^ 



BRADFORD REMONSTRANCE. 

The following spirited remonstrance wbs unanimously adopted at a 
Public Meeting of the inhabitants of Bradford in Yorkshire, held on the 
6th of September. The resolutions which accompanied it will be found at 
page 95. 

To such of the citizens of the United States of America as are now holding 
their fellow-creatures in personal bondage or slavery. 

Men and Brethren. — Connected as we are wiUi America by many ties ; de> 
scended from the same stock, speaking the same language, and, in general, pro- 
fessing the same faith, we trust it will not be deemed an unkind act» or an 
officious interference, if with fidelity and earnestness we remonstrate with you 
on the subject of negro slavery. We abhor slavery in every shape, and oppres- 
sion under every form ; and it has been, and shall be, our anxious endeavour to 
abolish every species of injustice and hardship from among ourselves. 

Through the blessing of heaven, we have succeeded, after many and great 
efibrts, in breaking to a great extent the fetters of slavery in the British colonies; 
but the joy we felt in this triumph of humanity and justice was succeeded by 
the depressing recollection, that in the United States, the nation from which we 
had reason to expect so diflerent an example, the same unhappy children of 
oppression, whose only crime is the color of their skin, are still retained in cruel 
and degrading bonds. 

Deplorable as slavery must be in every state and in all circumstances, there 
arc two things which, in the eyes of all Europe, and of Britain in particular, 
give to this system in the United States a peculiar character of enormity. The 
one is, that a solemn declaration, in the faee of the world, of the equal rights of 
all men to life and liberty and the pursuit of happiness, forms the very basis of 
your constitution, the superior liberty of which is the constant tlicme of all your 
writers, your orators, and your poets ; while a sixth part of your whole popula- 
tion is held in a condition of brutal degradation, as goods and chattels belonging 
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to others. The other is^ that while your efforts are so laudably great in spreading 
the knowledge of Christianity at home and abroad, you tolerate a system which 
violates^ in the most flagrant manner, the essential principles of the religion of 
Christ. . 

Citizens of America ! We address you in sorrow, not in anger, when we say 
that this glaring inconsistency of yours does more to injure the cause of freedom 
in the world at large than all the efforts of despotism; that it furnishes a pretext 
and a plea to all who are hostile to the emancipation of the body or the mind. 
" Look/' is the taunt we frequently hear, " look at America, and see what her 
boasted free institutions have done I" 

Professors of Christianity ! You give to irreligion an increase of prejudice, 
and to infidelity one of the most formidable objections to the religion which you 
profess. Can there, say they, be any reality in a religion, the principles and 
practice of whose most zealous professors are so contradictory? Or can that 
religion, asks the sceptic, be an emanation from a Being infinitely just and 
benevolent, the possession of which is compatible with a violation of every prin- 
ciple of equity, and may co-exist with the ruthless sacrifice of the dearest rights 
and best happiness of others to our own selfishness ? We also deeply deplore the 
almost universal prejudice against people of color which exists among you, 
which is so wickedly carried even into the sanctuary of God. " Hath not the 
Almighty made of one blood all nations that dwell upon the face of the earth?'* 

While we deeply deplore the disastrous consequences of the present state of 
things, we feel cheered by the exertions which are so generously made by a gallant 
and increasing band of devoted men, in the face of prejudice and persecution, to 
put a stop to this crying evil. We cannot but regard them as the best friends to 
America, the real bene£actors to their beloved country and to the world at large. 
Allow us to entreat you to repress the force of passion and the power of pre- 
judice, and to meet them in the field of fair discussion ; to permit in your own 
hearts the charities of our nature free play, and Christian principle its full opera- 
tion ; to reduce X/o practice, in this case, that maxim of our Lord — " Whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them ; " and we are fully 
persuaded that you will feel convinced that justice, humanity, consistency, 
religion, all unite in caUing on you to' adopt prompt and immediate measures, 
" to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free,aDd to break every yoke." 

(Signed) G. S. Bull, Chairman. 



STATE OF SOCIETY IN THE ISLAND OF ANTIGUA, THE EFFECT OF 

COMPLETE EMANCIPATION. 

Extract of a Letter, dated July 4th, 1836. 

" Sunday is better kept here than in any "I have been delighted to observe 

part of England that I have witnessed ; it the pleasing countenances of the country 

IS a day of rest : we do not require a sab- negroes on market-day, in their clean 

bath-protection Society; no shops are dress of a calico gown, a handkerchief 

open, no noise in the streets, but the paths for a head-dross, uncommonly healthy, 

in town and country covered with immortals and well-looking: from their genteel 

wending their way to the house of God. deportment, freedom, and genteel behaviour 

bere the senses are not disgusted with to all, yon would suppose they never knew 

drunkenness, cursing, and dreadful oaths, the curse of slavery ; jes, my dear sir, it is 

It IS delightM on the Lord's-day to see the impossible for the friends of the negro to 

negroes in their clean white dress crowding form any adequate idea of the inestimable 

the churches ; and oftentimes at the large blessings freedom has conferred upon all in 

Moravian Church to which I belong, hun- this island. Generations unborn will bless 

dreds are obliged to remain outside. God for the glorious first of August, 1834, " 
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GRANDFATHER SOL. 

The foHowing conyenation u extracted and before it would get well, it waa cut 

from the American Anti-Slayery Record for oyer again, — ^back never well whilat I lived 

April laat. Tt waa fnmiahed ij a lady in with Mr. W . I suppoae you had 

Cincinnati, who is wholly emplojring herself enoagh to eat, had'nt yon 1 No ; hungry all 

in the jjiatnxction of the colored people of da^ long, — aometimea went away to the 

that town. " These are a few of the things," neighbours at night, and they would gire 

she says, " he has told me and others. As me a hoe-cake. How long did you stay 

we have to get somebody to interpret most there ? I can't tell exactly, but 1 should 

that he says, his tale of woe is robbed of its think eight or nine years. Hungry all thmt 

simplest, most interesting garb. Though time. S>metimes I went into the wooda to 

he is old and feeble, robbed of most of his cry. I had no friends. Slaves can't be 

strength by slaveiy, still bis mental faculties friends to one another ; you fraid for friend, 

retain their vigour astonishinghr." and friend fraid for yon. I have found oat 

Where were you bom 1 In (juinea, where aince that God waa my friend, but I did not 

people don't ksow anything about books, know it then. I was sold again, and got 

Who did you live with 1 With my father quite a good master. Christian man — ^he 

and mother until I got to be a young man, whip't me only two or three times. He 

when I went out to wash my fish-trap in a called all his slaves from the tobacco-field 

pond one day, and three white men came up to go to prayers. He ttaed to sing, 
to me, and told me to go along with them, „ «n_. ^_£_i j .^n -^i 
and 4ey would give me som? knives and "1^* •^ f^J^ ^"^^^ ^Z^' 
pretty Aings. I was afraid to go with wl * J^^^*^ ^T.?^^ ^' 
them, and cried Uke a dog, for I kniw they ^hen I must stand before mjr Judge, 

did not want anything |i,d. They took ^^ P^« *^® ^^«"^ *^^- 

me on board a snip, where there was one All the Baptists round there used to come 

hundred men, and two hundred women, to his house to meeting. I went one time 

We were ironed together, two and two, and to laugh'at the minister ; but he said to aU 

put down in the bottom of the ship. All sinners, if you do not repent, you wiH go to 

the way I felt bad in my heart ; I wanted hell. When I heard that, I felt condenmed ' 

to see my father and mother very bad. No- before God, and felt that I was a sinner. I 

body can tell anjrthing how black people prayed all the time— slept mighty little — 

feel when they are stolen from ftther and of^enj would lie down by hoe in the field, 

mother, and chained and carried way off on and would stay there all night — pray most 

the ocean, they don't know where. We at all the time — >fraid if I went to sleep the 

last landed at Richmond, Virginia, and they devil would have me. Nobody would toll 

began immediately to sell us. I was sold me how to come to Christ, for fear that I 

right off to Mr. W . "What did he give would learn experience by hearing others, 

for you ? I don't know ; I could not tell and tell I had religion before I Imew ai^ 

scarcely a word that was said to me, and thing about it. They said, you must get it 

that made me feel lonely and bad enough, all from God. I was sick one day, and laid 

The overseer whip't me right off, to let me down — ^word came ^to me. Get up, I did, 

know what the whip meant. I found this and felt happy. I r«n to tell master what 

was badder country, worse than Guinea. God had done for my soul, but I could 

Did you have to work very hard 1 Work, hardly walk for happiness. I cried for hap- 

all work — ^all day long, all night long of)en, piness — tried to find my sins again, but 

and all Sunday long, — ^took [little naps now could not. I joined the cnurch, and was so 

and then. I knew something about God in happy I hardly wanted to eat. It seemed 

Guinea, but with this master I heard nothing like as I had wings ; — T worked a great deal 

of God or my soul. I lived with this man better. In a litUe while I was sold again 

I should think several years, then he gave to a master worse than all. Nobody so bad 

me to his daughter when she was married, as Mr. S . One day I found a bridle 

There I found another bad master, no peace in the woods^ sold it to a woman, and I got 

or rest to poor me. When he had been one hundred lashes. He put one woman 

away and got back, he used to whip all his into the fire and burnt her up — said she 

slaves, to let them know that he had got should go to hell with him. He would not 

home, and to make them afraid of him. He give his black people scarcely anything to 

whip't one slave to death, because he got eat. We had no meat — wanted it bad 

religion. I was a new hand, and would enough. One man would have it, so he 

fight the overseer. So master had my hands would kill a hog now and then, and hide it 

tied together, and me hung up in the bam, in a hollow tree. W^hen he was whip't for 

apd whip't one hundred lashes with a hick- stealing, he would turn and whip master { 

oiy switch. It cut raw gashes every blow. Was you good to work 1 Yes ; when I took 



Grcrndfather Sd. 



93 



hold of hoe, dirt must oome. Master 
would not let me hare time to diink-HKime- 
times wMp you when drinking. He marked 
his women-slayes by giving one a black 
dress, another a red one, another white, so 
tiiat he could tell them a great way off, and 
whip those that did not work well. He 
killed many men-slaves; some fell down 
dead in the field. How did he kill them 1 
" He broke their hearts" He was afraid I 
woold run away, so he fastened a fifty-six 
to my 1^. It had a long chain ; when I 
had gone the length of it, I drawed it to 
me. It is of no use to talk about him, he 
is dead long ago. Where do you think he 
has gone ? Behind hell fire. I don't think 
hell is bad enough for him. I beliere 
mighty few white people will go to heaven. 
Was you ever married ! Yes, I have had 
three wives. My first wife was sold off ten 
miles, and master no let me go so far as 
that. I felt bad, very bad to part with her ; 
I loved that wife, and my heart is with her 
yet. 

You white people need not blame black 
people for having so many wives; it be 
white people's fault. They sell your wives 
away from you. Where was you in the 
time of the war with England 1 I was in 
it. I knew General Wasnington ; he good 
man. I believe he has gone to heaven. 
Did you fight ? No ; I waited on General 
Wallace. I tell you what, if war ever come 
again, it will be a worser war. I want war 
to come again, to set my 'lations free. I 
want no more slavery, but every body work 
for themselves. That will be right; then 
it will be warmer weather. God make it 
so cold because white people do black peo- 
ple so bad. 

How did you get freet A good man 
that lives somewhere about here brought 
me from Lexington. He said I was too old 
to work. Master gave me to him. After a 
while his brother-in-law came after me-~ 
wanted I should work more. But people 
would not let me go — laughed at him — he 
was ashamed, and went off. Where did 
you leave your wife and children ? All in 
slavery. I want to see them mighty bad. 
But you are blind, grandfather Sol, and 
can't see ! Well, I should know their 
voices, and they would sound sweet, and I 
could take hola of their hands besides. I 
wish my children was free, I would have 
them learn trades; one a blacksmith, an- 
other a tailor, &c., &c. I pray for them 
every day, that God would make them good, 
and make their masters' hearts soft, God 
hear my prayer. I love the good people 
that are trying to get the slaves free. You 
think, missee, that they will ever get the 
slaves free in old Kentuck ? I think they 
will, grandfather. — I don't know, they hold 
'em mighty tight. In old Virginia white 



people say you set niggers free, theyll 
starve ana won't work. You believe ttiat 
is truel No; masters and all the white 
people starve more like, for now slaves take 
care of themselTes and white people too. 
If they will set 'em free, I think they would 
work well, and get farms, and maxe good 
crops. Did you ever want to r6ad the 
Bible 1 Yes, me want to know very much 
what God say to me, a poor sinner; but 
who would read it me 1 If I learn to read, 
master think I'd be free directly. What 
makes you so crooked 1 (he is very crooked.) 
Hoe, — ^when I was a slave, and worked in 
the field, I was 'fr^d to stand up and rest — 
kept bent all the time, so my head would 
not be above the rest. When you see, 
missee, old slaves all bent over, you may 
know what made them so. What makes 
your toes look so 1 (they are some of them 
part gone.) When master got mad at me, 
he tfSce my shoes and make me go bare* 
footed — fime my feet. What makes your 
ear look so 1 (that is, part gone.) Master 
cut off the rim of it. What for 1 Nothing 
at all. He said I stole some buttermilk, but 
I did'nt do it. Did you ever steal 1 I have 
took things without leave. If you don't 
steal you starve. It is not stealing to take 
irova masters ; you pay £or it a hundred 
times — ^is not that enough 1 1*11 tell you 
what, 111 say you are my mistress ; you set 
,in the house, and master too ; I go out into 
tile field in the hot sun, raise crops — now 
you call it aU yours, but is not part of it 
mine? Did you ever run away? Yes, a 
great many times ; but always got caught, 
and then cut almost to pieces. I run away 
once, and went off in the woods, and staid 
long, long time. I dug a hole in the 
ground, left a little plaee to crawl in at, and 
staid there day-times, and in the night I 
would go to some black people's houses and 
get something to eat. Sometimes most 
starved. Could not go further ; if I went 
back, I knew I should be almost killed, and 
then I was a poor starving Guinea nigger 
slave. I got caught, and always expected 
to be ; but would run away to rest, for al- 
most dead with hard work. How did you 
feel to see slave-holders partake the sacra- 
ment ? I tell you what, I went to a woods' 
meeting once, where there was a great many 
white people going to partake the sacrament. 
I was ^omg away, but something said to 
me, Sol, Sol, you tell them they eat and 
drink damnation to their souls. I- fraid to 
say that, but it come again, and I thought 
God told me, and I was afraid to disobey. 
So I went up to the head of the table, and 
cried. Behold, you fine ladies and gentle- 
men, you eat and drink damnation to your 
souls. When I had said that, some of my 
friends seized me and carried me off into 
the woods, fear I would be killed. Do you 
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know how old jroa aral I suppose I am 
•boat one hundred. I should thiid: I was a 
thousand, for I hare been in so many differ- 
ent places. I want to fto home to heayen 
mighty bad. I am waitmg, hoping, pray- 
ing God will call Sol every day. I want 
to leare this wretched worla, and go where 
all is light, and love, and peace. When 
we get to heayen, all will be of one mind 
and heart. My sool will be as white as 
yours. If poor nig^r only come to Jesus, 
he make his soul as white as snow. X push 
on my ioumey ; God is here now, and that 
is all the company I haye. He and I haye 
meetings together ; I feel as if I am march- 
ing to Jerusalem. Christians are like hunt- 
ing dogs, always hunting for Jesus. If I 
lose him, I hunt till I find hhn. I see by 



an eye of frith into heayen now and thea, 
and see Jesus there. The scars in his hands 
and side are not healed y^ It makes m« 
weep to see them sometimes. I hope God 
in heayen hear such a poor dry boned 
Guinea nigger as I. Sometimes I sing, 
and sometimes I pray. 

"Hark, firom the tombs a doleful sound ! 

My ears, attend the cry : 
' Ye liying men, come yiew the ground. 

Where you must shortly lie !' " 

(He says this is his &yourite hymn.) If 
God had been like my thoughts, I should 
been home long ago. Cant hardly tell 
what I Uye for, but must wait till Goa caUs 
me. 



SLAVE ADVERTISEMENTS. 



MEN, WOMEN, BOT8 AND GIRLS, H0B8B8 
AND MULES. 



cart, household and kitchen furniture. On 

a credit until the 25th December next. 

Also, at private sale, 560 acres of prairie 

Here is anadyeitisement, just as it stands ^^^* nine miles from Montgomery~20 

in a newspaper printed at Montgomery, "f "• cleared, with two good wells of water 

Alabama : thereon. Also, 150 acres mulatto land, 125 

WILL BE SOLD, at the residence of ^^^ cleared, a good frame dwelling-house, 

the subscriber, near the Line Creek road, *J0 stories high, gin house and screw. 

eight miles east of Montgomery, on Monday March 9--»46p. J. C. Farley. 



the 28th March inst., if not previously sold 
at private sale, 32 NEGROES, men, 
women, boys and giris ; horses and mules ; 
com and fodder ; fiunning utensils ; cattle, 
hogs, and sheep ; one yoke of oxen and gether at the same AUCTION. 



The law of Moses forbade the husband- 
man "to plow with an OX and an ASS toge- 
ther." — Deut zxii. 10. But in Christian 
America they sell MEN and MULES to- 



TRADE IN BLOOD. 

The following standing adyertisements, age. Personajhaving servants to dispose of, 
from a recent Washington paper, show with will find it to their interest to give me a 
' ' ' " ' * ...» gjjj^ jyj J ^j gj^g higher prices, |in cash, 

than any other purchaser who is now in this 
market. 

I can at all times be found at Mechanics' 
Hall, now kept by B. O. ShecUe, and 



what] system and to what an extent the 
dealers in men drive their horrid trade, 
under the sanction of Congress, and within 
sight of the Capital. 

Cash for Negroes. — We will at all 



times give the highest prices in cash for formerly kept by Isaac Beers, on Seventh 

likely-young Negroes of both sexes, from street, a fewj doors below Lloyd's Tavern, 

ten to thirty years of age. Persons having opposite the Centre Market. All commu- 

Ukely servants to dispose of, will do well to nications promptly attended to. 



call on us, at our residence on 7th Street, 
immediately South of the Centre Market 
House, Washington, D. C. 

J. W. Neal & Co. 

Cash vor 300 Negroes 
cash price will be given 
for Negroes of both sexes, trom tne a^i 
12 to 28. Those wishing to sell, will do 
well- to give me a call^ at my residence, or 
at A. Lee's Lottery Office, nve doors east of 
Gadsby's Hotel. Letters addressed to me. 



James H. Birch, 

Washington City. 



Cash for 500 Negroes, including both 




we will give higher prices, in cash, than 
any other purchaser who is now or may 
hereafter come into the market. 

'Franklin & Armfield, 

Alexandria.! 



through the Post Office, shall receive the 

earUest attention. W. H. Williams, i^ ^j^ ^^^ paper also, three runaways 

Washmgtxm. a^ adyertised, and rewards of from two to 

Cash for 400 Negroes, including ^both three hundred doUars^ offered for their ap* 

sexes, fix>m twelve to twenty-five years of prehension. 
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I'HE LEGAL POSITION OF APPRENTICED LABOURERS IN JAMAICA. 

Extracted from the Minutes of Evidence taken before the Negro Apprenticeship Committee, 

to be arrested and taken before a ma^strate' 
The pregnant wife, the nursing mother, are 
unprovided with even nominal additional 
protection. His children, bom free for the 
last eight years, with those bom free the 
next four years, may be subjected to this 
treatment for twenty-one years. Supposing 
him to have committed no possible offence, 
to have laboured as industriously in his 
own time, with the view of improving his 
condition, as in his manager's, in perform- 
ance of his duty, stiU must he labour on 
throughout the period assigned, or purchase 
off the 'remaimng term, at a price to be 
affixed by the colonial magistrates." 

The actual condition of the negroes may 
be gathered from the fact that no less than 
15,037 lashes have been inflicted on them, 
by order of the special magistrates, in the 
months of April, May, and June ! 
, 4,These inflictions of corporal punishment 
are^in addition to the solitary confinement 
in loathsome cells, to which they are sub- 
ject, at the will of their masters ; the loss 
of time in shape of fines to the estates to 
which they belong ; the cruel discipline of 
the penal gang and the workhouse, where 
women are not only compelled to labor on 
the treadmill, but are often brataUy flogged ; 
and numerous other modes of injury and 
suffering to which they are exposed by 
colonial ingenuity. 

What have we gained for our twenty 
millions'! 



" The apprentice in Jamaica may be 
worked by day in the field, by night in the 
boiling, for forty-five hours in succession, 
excepting the short time allowed by day for 
meals, when employed in the field ; may 
be mulcted the full amount of his time for 
the benefit of his employer, though no pre- 
judice may have been suffered by the latter, 
and flogged on making complaint. He can 
recover nothing from his employer by any 
available remedy, nor has any protection 
against complaints, however frivolous. He 
has a day to himself, during which he may 
be imprisoned by an estate constable under 
the control of the manager. * If wages are 
promised him for extra work, if task-work 
contracts are violated, he has no available 
remedy. He can be apprehended at plea- 
sure by any man he meets, who is rewarded 
for so doing. His wife, his sister, his 
daughter may be sent to the tread-mill at the 
discretion of a special magistrate, for any 
length of time, and for any offence ; and 
there they fall under the control of the 
colonial magistrate, who may order them all, 
men, women, and children, to be flogged 
at his discretion, for any breach of the 
workhouse discipline. His provisions, food, 
clothing, he may be deprived of, and is 
without any remedy, which is not illusory, 
for an indemnification. He cannot proceed 
beyond the limits of the plantation, except 
in a few stipulated ^ases, without a pass 
from his employer except under a liability 



RESOLUTIONS OF SEVERAL ASSOCIATED BODIES ON THE SUBJECT 

OF AMERICAN sEAVERY. 



At the Annual Meeting of the South 
Devon Congregational Union, held at Tot- 
nes, July 14tb, 1836, it was moved by the 
Rev. Ueorge Smith, of Plymouth ; se- 
conded by the Rev. W. Whillans, of 
Beeralston, and unanimously resolved. 

That this Association highly esteems the 
spiritual advantages arising from the fraternal 
intercourse subsisting between Jthe Congre- 
gational churches of this country, (and the 
Congregational and Presbyterian Churches 
of America, and rejoices at the religious li- 
berty enjoyed by the Transatlantic Churches, 
and the amount of prosperity with which 
they are favoured : at the same time fidelity 
and integrity require that we express, in the 
spirit of Christian love, our deep abhor- 
rence of American Slavery ; lament that so 
many churches in that land participate, 
directly or indirectly, in the enormous guilt 
of holding in umiatural and unrighteous 



bondage the bodies of their fellow-men and 
feUow-Christians ; and earnestly express 
the hope that our brethren, thus implicated, 
will speedily renounce the evil, and employ 
their influence in the State Legislatures to 
effect the total abolition of Slavery. 

That a copy of the above Resolution be 
published in tne ** Patriot" Newspaper, and 
be sent to the London Congregational 
Union, and the American Anti-Slavery 
Society. 

George Smfth, ? secretaries 
W, TABBorroN, 5 ^^cretanes. 



At a Public Meeting of the Inhabitants 
of Bradford and its vicinity, assembled on 
Tuesday Evening, September 6th, 1836, at 
the Friends' Meeting-House, to receive in- 
formation respecting Slavery in America, 
and to consider the propriety of adopting a 
Remonstrance to the American nation ; 
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The' Rev. G. S. Bull, Incumbent of 
Bjerler, in die Chair. It was resolyed, 

1. That this Meeting deeply regrets to 
learn that in the United States of America, 
upwards of Two Millions of our fellow- 



amongst a people otherwise free and ex- 
alted, as a flagrant violation of the princi- 
ples set forth in their declaration of inde- 
pendence, a shameless outrage on llie spirit 
and principles of the gospel, and subrersire 



creatures are subjected to the degradation of in their tendency of the freedom, civiliza- 



personal slayery, and the miseries of a do 
mestic slave-trade. 

2. That a Remonstrance signed on be- 
half of this town and neighbourhood by the 
Chairman of the Meeting, be addressed to 



tion, and happiness of the human race. 

That this meeting rejoice in the formation 
of the American ^ti-Slavery Society, and 
tender to its president, officers, and mem- 
bers, the expression of their fraternal re- 



the American nation, ana that it be forward- g^ds and Cluistian sympathies. That they 

ed to the American Anti-slavery Society for contemplate with unfeigned satisfaction the 

publication. rapid multiplication or effective auxiliary 

3. That the remonstrance now to be read associations, already amounting to six hun- 

by the Chairman shall be adopted by this dred, based on the doctrine of the essential 

meeting. sinfidness of slavery, and the consequent 

duty of immediate and unconditional eman- 

' cipation. And. that whilst they would en- 

At a Meeting held at Exeter Hall, on courage the Abolitionists of the United 

Thursday, August 18, 1836, Bichard Peek, States to stedfast continuance and increased 

Esq., late High Sheriff of London and exertions in their ereat work, they would 

Middlesex, in the chair, the following reso- offer them their corcQal and 2«dous co-ope- 

lutions were passed : — ration* 

That this meeting have heard with the That this meeting hail with delight the 
deepest sorrow and indignation, of the en- safe return of their distinguished country- 
slavement in the United States of America, man, George Thompson, to his native land> 
of more than two millions of the population and respectfully offer him their warm and 
of that country, .and of the prev^ence of grateful acknowledgments for his philan- 
a domestic slave-trade, ajttended by circum- tropic and self-denying labors in the United 
stances of the most revolting cruel^ ; and States of America,, m behalf of their suffer- 
that they regard such guilty practices, ing and oppressed fellow-men. 
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Land of the brave ! thy hallowed shore What is his lot 1 Unheard-of woe ! 

Is stained with tints of blood. Always to love and part ! 

And human cries are wafted o'er To feel the lash, to bear the blow. 

Thy deep blue ocean flood. The rending of the heart ! 

Hark I from the fields where freedom fought To see delights he cannot share I 

And heroes bled to save To feast, and yet to cra?e ! 

The ark of liberty, are heard To hoist the flag of liberty, 

The meanings of the slave ! Yet live and die a slave I 



Tom from his dear domestic hearth. 

Far on a distant strand. 
He often casts a longing eye 

Towards his father-luid ; 
And as the blue wave at his feet 

Scatters its snow-white foam. 
He loves to think that it has washed 

The border of his home. 

The sun, just rising to his^view. 

Has beamed upon his cot, > 
Yet bears no message from that shore 

To cheer his gloomy lot. 
The breeze that fans his pallid cheek. 

Has floated o'er his home. 
Yet only wafts the fancied sighs 

Of those who bid him come . 



He lives upon a Christian shore. 

Enslaved by Christian men 1 
'Tis they who o'er his tawny neck 

Have bound the iron chain. 
O God of mercy ! let thy voice 

Thy truth and love proclaim ; 
Nor may the tyrants of their race 

Disgrace thy holy name. 

Rouse thee, Columbia, in thy might ; 

Thy tarnished glory save ; 
Bid every subject of thy sway 

No longer he a slave. 
So shaU one song to heaven arise 

In sacred harmony. 
And echo through the vaulted skies 

The shout of liberty. 

H. W. 




labtrs in Umtvim^ 



No. v.— November, 1836. 



WHAT CAN BRITISH CHRISTIANS DO TOWARDS THE 
EXTINCTION OF AMERICAN SLAVERY? 

No. II. 

In a former paper, the importance of making the condition of the 
slave, and the efforts now in progress for his liheration, a matter of con- 
stant prayer, was pointed out. In addition to this, there are many 
obvious methods of aiding in this great and noble undertaking. 

We can hear our testimony against the crime of slavery in our private 
correspondence. So intimate is the relation between this coimtry and 
America, that there is scarcely a family of any extent and i^tanding, but 
what has some connexion, either commercial, social, or religious, with 
families on the other side of the Atlantic. Our brethren, our sisters, our 
friends, our correspondents are there ; and, as Americans, are deeply 
involved in the guilt of slavery. Only calculate for a moment what 
would be the amount of pressure upon the moral feelings of the American 
people, were the whole of our intercourse with them seasoned by strong 
anti-slavery principles and appeals ! Reason, remonstrate, rebuke ! Tell 
the man of the world that, in every enlightened government, among peo- 
ple who know how to value freedom without playing the tyrant, that he is 
proverbially the object of scorn and contempt ! Tell the politican who 
pleads for slavery, that his juridical authority is based on the subverted 
rights and liberties of others ! Take the men of education and refinement 
to the rivers where lie buried the printing-presses, consigned there for no 
other crime, than holding up their deeds of darkness to the gaze of the 
world. Ask them, if an American is afraid of a printing-press ? And, if 
writing to a professor of religion, appeal to his reason, to his conscience, to 
his principles, to his feelings, to his obligations, to the standard of right 
and wrong that lies before him, and especially to that anticipated judg- 
ment where master and slave, the oppressor and the oppressed, will stand 
in perfect equality, and where each will be judged by one standard. Many 

of them will doubtless tell you, that they are no slaveholders, they have 

O 
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no dealings in the flesh and blood of their fellow-creatores ; but do not be 
satisfied with this general answer. Ask them, if they are constantly 
remonstrating with those that have such dealings ; if there be not in their 
yeins any lurking prejudice against color ; if they have united heart and 
hand with that devoted band of philanthropists who are seeking the eman- 
cipation of the enslaved, and the deliverance of their coimtry from the 
crime and the curse of slavery. There are tens of thousands whom, to 
accuse of neutrality or indifference on the subject of slavery, would 
scarcely be consistent with justice — who in heart thoroughly hate the sys- 
tem, and who, in public and in priyate, will inveigh against it, as loud 
and as eloquent as could be desired, who yet want that vivid sense of the 
enormity of the evil, which induces active and public efforts for its remoyal. 
They love peace and order more than they hate slavery. They vnll pray 
and talk against it with all their hearts ; but they consider it an evil best 
eradicated by the silent operation of conviction, by the diffusion of more 
correct sentiments, and reiterated appeals to the understanding and judg- 
ment. 

This is the predicament of the far greater portion of professing Chris- 
tians in the free states of the Union ; and it is upon the heart and con- 
science of this class of Christians, that our most powerfrd and incessant 
appeals must be pressed. These are the men that have, in a great mea- 
sure, the destiny of the slave at their disposal. Could they be disposed 
to join heart and hand in active attempts at the annihilation of the sys- 
tem, Slayery would receive a woimd from which it could never survive. 
It is the comparatiye torpor of this part of society, that forms the 
most formidable impediments to the progress of the anti-slavery cause. 
This quiescence is the atmosphere, the yery element in which the slaye 
tyrant exists. He does not ask for patronage ; all he asks is to be let 
alone. He can endure your appeals to his heart ; for the system under 
which he lives has hardened it. You may assail his concience, for it has 
been already seared. The influence which British Christians can hope to 
secure, must be with those who, in practice and sympathy, stand aloof 
from the system-. They cannot hope for any access, or at least, for any 
available access, to those whose sensibilities are already blunted by the 
abominations of slavery : they must compass their object by a less direct, 
but not less available process. From this time, let no letter from a British 
Christian cross the Atlantic which does not allude in strong and stiiring 
accents to the crime under which our Christian brethren in America are 
suffering— ^brethren who are our examples and patterns in almost^everything 
but this canker-worm at the root of her institutions, which de&ces the 
beauty of her character, and impairs the efficiency of her labours. 

Again : Let information respecting the rorongs and sufferings of the 
slave he spread abroad in every direction. Let his groans be borne on 
every wind that blows, and heard in every civilized dwelling. Let the 
tyrant, when he inflicts his^merciless stripes on his victim, imagine that the 
eyes of the world are upon him; that, when tearing the child from the 
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fond maternal embrace, or the husband from his wife, or the &ther from 
his ofispiing — ^the finger of scorn is pointed at him from a thousand hands, 
and reprobation uttered from ten thousand tongues. Let him know that 
his deeds of cruelty, however shielded by the darkness and solitude around 
him, will be re-echoed by the faithful press, and will be transmitted to erery 
civilized portion of the globe ; and that while a sigh of oommisexation is 
heayed at the unmerited wrongs of the captiye, the dark frown of execration 
will be cast upon his unjust and merciless oppressor. If there be one 
nation under heaven that can bear up amidst the scorn and derision of |the 
civilized world, that nation most surely is not America. The frame-work 
of all its institutions is erected on the basis of public opinion. It was pub- 
lic opinion that matured and consolidated their laws and social polity ; itis 
public opinion which preserves them in exercise and health. To suppose 
that its legislators and public men are perfectly indifferent to the opinion and 
practices pf other nations, and that its institutions, being the concentration 
and collection of materials within itself, is therefore independent and disso- 
ciated from aU the world around, is just as opposed to reason as it is to 
fact However national vanity may for awhile vaunt itseli^ for any man to 
imagine that this is an adequate substitute for the approbation and esteem 
of the vme and good in other nations, is just as irrational as to mistake 
bluster fer bravery, and a good opinion of one's self the surest basis, and 
best reward of virtue. No : the truth, the whole truth, must be told. The 
eye and the ear must not be so filled with the fancy paintings and poetic 
descriptions of the American character ; of the freedom of her institutions; 
the amplitude of her territory and resources ; the extent of her voluntary 
efforts for the spread of religion : — ^we must be permitted to look on the 
other side of the picture. We must know that these free, these noble- 
spirited, these philanthropic men are slave-holders; that they buy and sell 
their fellow-creatures, men and women like themselves — ^sepaiated only by 
a different tint of complexion ; that they barter the beings made in the 
image of God, the purchase of a Saviour's sufferings, the heirs of immor- 
tality, just as cattle in the fields, or as implements of husbandry. These 
things must be told ; the father must tell it to his children ; we must sigh 
over it in our social circles ; we must reprobate it on our platforms, and 
firom our pulpits. And those who are susceptible of no higher motive, 
must be shamed out of practices fit only for a nation of savages, and an 
age of barbarity.* 

Another way in which we may contribute towards the down&ll of Ameri- 



* The wxiter is perfectly aware, that to identify these practices with the whole of the 
American republic, would be gross defamation. Happily it is not the fact. Slavery has 
been abandoned in one half of the States. No American, however, feeling, as he ought 
to do, the degradation and guilt of the practice, will take offence, that what is acknow- 
ledged by all to be deplorably prevalent, should be predicated as attaching to the national 
character. 
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can flUayeiy, is by affording coutOenanee and mcouragement to the hand of 
Judy and devoted men mho have confederated for the accomplUhmmt of this 
ohject. For this they naturallj look. If slayeiy was bo thoioughlj abomi- 
nated by MBy that we were ready to buy it off at the cost of twenty millions 
of national money, surely, haying accomplished this work, we can afford a 
little imexpensiye encouragement to those who are engaged in a similar 
struggle. And let us remember, that their battle is fought in the yery camp 
of the enemy ; ours was on neutral ground. The hazards and sacrifices 
which these warm-hearted friends of the slaye are making, are beyond all 
powers of calculation. In many instances femily ties are dissolyed, worldly 
prospects are blighted, character is defamed, and all but life sacrificed ; and 
how long this solitary exception will be allowed, is known only to an 
Omniscient Being. We haye sent our representatiyes to the American 
Churches ; but they disappointed us : they did not exhibit our sentiments 
and feelings on the question of slayery. Our alliances in future must not 
be with American Christians as Baptists, or Congregationalists, or Presby- 
terians, as with those who, at any sacrifice, and in the fiuse of all hazards^ 
haye determined to wash their hands of this foul, this blood-stained abomi- 
nation* 

The character of the actiye agents in the American anti-slayery cause 
has been grossly de&med ; and, among the abettors of slayery, this was 
to be expected. To be abused from such quarters is equiyalent to praise. 
And that they should attempt to abuse the public mind in Great Britain^ 
was also to be expected ; that they should employ representatiyes and lec- 
turers for this object, was not beyond the bounds of probability ; but we 
will not join in the hue and ciy. Our estimate of the men shall be taken 
from the cause in which they are engaged, and the zeal and prudence with, 
which they urge it forward; and by this criterion, we are prepared to 
^' esteem them yeiy highly in loye for their work s sake." The exertions 
and the success of the American Anti-Slayery Societies are truly wonderful 
— -*they haye no parallel in the histoiy of modem reyolutions. It is not 
much more than four years since, that what may be esteemed the thorough 
anti-slayery spirit, was the inhabitant of one solitary breast — a man who 
gaye up a heart of no ordinary texture, and an intellect of no mean capa- 
city, to this single object, denying himself eyerything but the barest neces- 
saries of life, that he might most effectually serye the cause of the oppressed 
and down-trodden slaye. From this centre it has dif^ised itself with an 
energy and rapidity almost incredible ; and which would be almost beyond 
the limits of possibility in any other state of society than that existing in 
the republican States of America, where aristocratical prejudices haye no 
existence, and offer no resistance to the tide of public opinion and feeling. 
The principles upon which their operations are conducted, lUhye been suffi- 
ciently deyeloped in the preceding ,pages of this work; and their success 
has corresponded with the simplicity of their aim, and the energy with 
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whicli they have carried it out. At the present time, more than 20,000 
memhers have attached themselves to the society, of whom more than 
2000 are ministers of the gospel, of all denominations of Christians. By 
a recent account, fifty itinerant lecturers are constantly employed in pleading 
its cause, and strengthening its hold upon the public mind ; and it is only 
for the Society to continue its e£Forts with the same untiring energy for 
a very few years, and it must operate such a revolution in public opinion, 
that not all the force of ignorant prejudice, nor the pride of arbitrary 
power, nor the love of unjust gain, can stand before it. To aid them in 
this warfare, they naturally look to the Christians of Great Britain, for 
countenance and encouragement ; nor shall they look in vain. Whatever 
impulse can be given by the sympathy of many minds, and the concentra- 
tion of many prayers, will be awarded them; their exertions will be 
watched with untiring patience, and when it shall please the Great Disposer 
of events to crown their labours with success, as they most certainly will 
be, when he shsdl have '' broken the yoke of his burden, and the stafFof his 
shoulder, and the rod of his oppressor ;" then shall our congratulations and 
our praises arise with theirs, to " Him that hath delivered the poor that 
cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him. * 

Castle Street. H. 



AMERICAN AND BRITISH METHODISTS. 

In our number for September, we gave an account of the Annual Meeting of 
the Episcopal Methodists at Cincinnati, in May last ; and expressed a hope that 
the Wesleyans of this country would honestly and fearlessly discharge their 
duty in reprobating the course then adopted. The intimate connexion sub- 
sisting between the Methodists of Britain and those of America, rendered it im- 
perative on the former to protest in strong, though courteous and Christian 
terms, against the resolution of their brethren to lend themselves to the support 
of a system which, being founded on fraud and impiety, involves a greater mass 
of sin and wretchedness than any other crime which is perpetrated on earth. 

We have now obtained the Minutes of Conference, and shall proceed to lay 
before our readers a fair statement of what has been done. In order that the 
language of the English Conference may be rightly estimated, we shall extract 
from the Address of the American brethren, the passage which relates to slaveiy ; 
simply premising that their reference to " the perplexing question" was founded 
on a previous communication firom England. 

** In common with sister-denominations of Christians in our country, we hare heen less 
or more agitated with the perplexing question of negro slavery. And, although we re* 
ceive with respectful deference what you, as our elder hrethren, have said to us in rela- 
tion to this question, yet we are assured, that from the known prudence by which your 
body has ever been distinguished, had you been as well acquainted with this subject as 
we are~-<;ould you have viewed it in all its aspects, as it presents itself to us who are in 
the midst of it, interwoven as it is in many of the State-Constitutions, and left to their 
disposal by the Civil Compact which binds us together as a nation, and thus put beyond 
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the power of legislation by the Geneml Gorenunent, as well as the control of ficelesias- 
tical Bodies— 'oould you hav^e critically analyzed its yarions ramifications in our coontryy 
so as to have perceived all its delicate relations to the church, to the seyeral States, and 
to the Government of the United States — ^we cannot doubt that, while expressing your 
decided disapprobation of the system of slavery itself, your tone of sympathy^ for us 
would have been deeper and more pathetic. While on this subject, it may be pertinent 
to remark, that of the coloured population in the southern and south-western States, there 
are not less than seventy thousand in our Church-membership ; and that, in addition to 
those who are mingled with our white congr^ations, we have several prosperous Missions 
exclusively for their spiritual benefit, which have been, and are still owned of God, to 
the conversion of many precious souls. On the plantations of the south and south-west, 
our devoted Missionaries are labouring for the ralvation of the slaves, catechising their 
children, and bringing all within their influence, as far as possible, to the saving know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ ; and we need hardly add, that we shall most gladly avail ourselves, 
as we have ever done, of all the means in our power to promote their best interests." 

This language^ it must be acknowledged, is sufficiently evasive and Jesuitical ; 
and its employment in such a communication may be considered as equivalent 
to a direct rejection of the counsel they bad received. They dared not say^ in 
so many words^ that they were wedded to the diabolical system, and vrould 
maintain it. They knew enough of the temper of theii " elder brethren" to 
abstain from this ; but calculating on their ignorance, they plead a variety of 
considerations, no one of which has anything to do with their conduct as indivi- 
duals. After all that they urge, it yet remains indisputable that every slave- 
holder amongst them might manumit his slaves; and that all, whether slave- 
holders or not, might employ their influence in returning to the Legislature such 
representatives as would erase from the Statute-book every vestige of that bar- 
barous code by which a large section of th^ hiunan fanuly is (doomed to the 
vilest degradation and the most abject wretchedness. But this they have not 
done ; this they will not do ; against this they are resolved, come what changes 
there may. Their language, barely respectful, and exceedingly brief, proclaims 
them, so far as this department of their conduct is concerned, the sworn enemies 
of human rights, unmoved alike by the authority of God, the love of Christ, and 
the unutterable sorrows of their fellow-men. 

The Rev. Dr. Fisk was present at the English Conference, as a representative 
of the American brethren, and is referred to in high terms of commendation in 
the answer returned to their address. Of the personal quahties of this gentle- 
man, it is not our province to speak. We refer to him simply as the representa- 
tive of a large and influential religious body, deputed at a time of peculiar 
excitement to advocate their views, and to do justice to their character before 
their English brethren. We feel therefore at perfect liberty to inqidre, what are 
his views on the question which was the most exciting subject of correspondence^ 
and respecting which his constituents must have expected that discussions would 
take place at Birmingham. Now we happen to know something of Dr. Fisk's 
standing in America, having recently met with a letter of his, dated Aug. 2\, 
1835, and printed in the Zion's Herald, just before his departure for this country. 
In this letter, he speaks out — ^he makes no secret of his hostility to the Abolition 
movement ; but earnestly implores his brethren, as perhaps the last favour he 
may have an opportunity of requesting from them, to cease to agitate the church 
and 'the world on the subject. In the course of his letter he introduces an 
extract from a communication received from one whom he terms '^ a clergyman 
of our own church of high standing," in the course of which the writer says. 
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speaking of the Souths* " All agree that disunion and civil wai are slight evils 
compared to the ceaseless alarms and occasional tragedies, to which such pub- 
lications (those of the Anti-slavery Society) expose us. Mercy to the slave^ 
and justice to the master, equally require the adoption of decisive measures. 
You will see the results of this. The negroes must be subjected to more rigor- 
ous discipline, their privileges curtailed, their congregations disturbed, their im- 
provement stayed, their Christian teachers silenced ; for these privileges are very 
capable of being perverted to ruinous purposes. And then the men of the 
North vdll anathematize us for measures which they force us, against our wishes, 
to adopt. Your legislatures cannot^ if they would, control the press. Congress 
cannot exclude these incendiary papers from the mail. The South must and 
will raise a barrier upon the Potomac — we must do it, as we love our wives, our 
children, our God." 

Such are the atrocious sentiments to which a president of a college, and a 
minister of religion, can give utterance, in the coolness and confidence of epis- 
tolary communication. Instead of repenting of, and abandoning, their sins, the 
slave-holders of the South, the ministers, and deacons, and church-members, 
whose hands are stained vnth negro blood, owe it to their God to increase the 
burdens of their bondmen, and to withdraw from them the small pittance of 
consolation which religion is permitted to afford. Foul impiety this, under 
whatever garb its enormity may be concealed ! 

But what are Dr. Fisk's comments on this letter of a ^^ clergyman of high 
standing ?" Does he indulge an honest indignation at the barbarity and wicked- 
ness of his correspondent's threatening ? Does he protest in the name of religion 
and humanity against the adoption of measures so manifestly hostile to the dic- 
tates of duty, and the benevolent spirit of the gospel ? Our readers shall judge 
for themselves. " This, brethren,'' he says, " is a specimen of the feelings of 
the South. Say, if you vdll, it is a wrong and erroneous feeling, still it exists ; 
it is universal, and the consequences may be foreseen without any great share of 
prophetic vision. Unless this misguided and delusive course should be relin- 
quished, the country is ruined. And when Northern Abolitionists have accom- 
plished their work of desolation over the fairest portion of the political and 
ecclesiastical world, who will there be to raise the song of triumph ? None but 
demons below, and despots on earth. The abolitionists themselves, when they 
see the result of their own blind and obstinate measures, will join in the general 
lament. And their sorrow will be the more poignant, because their ovm hands 
will have done the deed. I hope, and pray,, and trust, however, that this event 
will not be ; that the great body of the people will see the impropriety of the 
course pursued, and that the strength of public sentiment will put an end to this 
most thriftless and ill-timed Northern agitation on the question of Southern 
slavery." 

Such remarks appended to such an extract, need no comment. Such then was 
the tenor of the communication, and such were the anti-abolition sentiments of 
the delegate, sent by the American Methodists to their brethren in this country. 
Let us now turn to the English Conference. 

Their reply to the American address is now before us, and we frankly declare, 
that it does not, in our judgment, come up to what the occasion required. It 
contains much that is excellent, and what would be suitable in the first com- 
munication on such a subject. But as an answer to an evasive, and we hesitate 

• The writer referred to- is, we believe, the Rev. Dr. Olin, president of the Randolph Macon College* 

in the State of Virgioia. 
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not to say, an irreligious and hypocritical letter^ it is open to serious exception. 
The law of Christian duty ought to have been pressed home with more pungency ; 
and the manifest and awfiil inconsistency of the course persisted in^ with the 
profession made, have been pointed out in strong terms of condemnation. 
There is too much tenderness expressed towards the slave-holder ; the difficul- 
ties and trials of whose situation are so adverted to as to constitute an opiate to 
his conscience^ rather than a healthy stimulant to vigorous action. Soft and 
measured language, which trembles on the tongue when assuming anything like 
the form of reproof, is not the style in which an enormous evil that degrades one 
section of the human family and brutalizes another, should be adverted to. The 
enunciation of general principles in such a case is not sufficient to meet the 
claims of Christian duty. It would have been more befitting to have mingled 
the earnest and beseeching entreaties of Christian affection, jealous for the repu- 
tation of offending brethren, with an explicit declaration of what the laws of 
Christ and the claims of humanity required. But we will enable our readers to 
judge for themselves, simply adding, that we have penned these remarks in no 
uncandid or censorious spirit ; but from a deep conviction of the importance 
which attaches to the communications of so extended and influential a body as 
are the Wesleyan Methodists of this country. 

" We regret," say the Conference, " that the allusion in our epistle of last year to the 
subject of slavery, should have occasioned you either pain or embarrassment. We claimed 
no right to suggest any thing to you on this confessedly difficult question, beyond what 
our fraternal relationship would warrant ; a privilege of friendship which we should as 
freely concede to you as exercise ourselves ; and we utterly disclaim all responsibility for 
any other kind of foreign interference with your views and feelings, which may have 
been exerted from any other quarter. We were aware, dear brethren, of the peculiar trials 
to which the evils of slavery have subjected you ; and our sympathy with you was most 
sincere. But being called upon to address you at a time when the blessings of emancipa- 
tion had been secured to our own slave-population, and when the question, as we knew, 
occupied much public attention in America, especially amongst religious men, we con- 
sidered it our duty to give our moral weight in support of those views which were held 
by our great Founder ; which have repeatedly been professed by the British Conference ; 
and which, indeed, have been for many years avowed in your own Book of Discipline 
and other public documents, and are, we believe, in strict accordance with our merciful 
and righteous Christianity.* Into the details of any measures of emancipation we did 
not enter ; but, in conformity with our well-known sentiments, intended to affirm the prin- 
ciple, that slavery is a system of oppressive evil, and is in direct opposition to the spirit 
of our divine religion ; and we hoped that the time had arrived, when our beloved sister- 
Connexion in America would be prepared to act on these sentiments, and receive our 
suffrages with approving cordiality. Slavery, in itself, is so obviously opposed to the 
immutable principles of justice, to the inalienable rights of man of whatever color or 



* " The following is an extract from the American * Book of Discipline :' — 

" Q. What shall be done for the extirpation of the evil of slavery 1 

" A. 1. We declare that we are as much as ever convinced of the gieat evil of slavery ; 

therefore no slave-holder shall be eUgible to any official station in our church hereafter, 

where the laws of the State in which he lives will admit of emancipation, and permit the 

liberated slave to enjoy freedom. 

" 2. When any Travelling Preacher becomes an owner of a slave or slaves, by any 

means, he shall forfeit hi& ministerial character in our church, unless he execute, if it be 

practicable, a legal emancipation of such slaves, conformably to the laws of the State in 

which he lives. 

**3, All our Preachers shall prudently enforce upon our members the necessity of 

teaching their slaves to read the word of God ; and to allow them time to attend upon the 

public worship of God on our regular days of divine service." 
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oondition, to the social and civil improyement and happiness of the haman iamify, to the 
principles and precepts of Christianity, and to the fiill accomplishment of the mercifal 
designs of the Gospel, that we cannot hut consider it the duty of the Christian church to 
hear an unequivocal testimony against a system which involves so much sin against God, 
and so much oppression and wrong inflicted on an unoffending race of our feUow-men. 

" In common with others, the Wesleyan Conference, and generally the people of their 
charge, took this course during the discussion of the question of emancipation in our own 
beloved country. The force of Christian principle, peaceably but firmly maintained, and 
legitimately urged, has overcome every difficulty. The black and coloured population of 
our own colonies have entered into a state of freedom ; and the inestimable advantages of 
religious liberty have been secured on the basis of an equal toleration. The Conference 
has the means of knowing that the blessing of God has been graciously vouchsafed to this 
act of national justice, in the extension of the Gospel, in the conversion of great numbers 
of the negroes, and in the improved state of Society in the colonies. 

" As it must always be the duty of Christian ministers and churches, not only to em- 
body the principles of their holy religion in their formularies of doctrine and codes of 
discipline, but also to act.upon them, the Wesleyan Conference of this country trust that 
their American brethren may be enabled, by the con^:ant avowal of the great principle of 
emancipation, to direct and urge forward their people to imite in the truly Christian enter- 
prise of cGDiemng on the slave-population of the United States the inestimable benefits 
of civil and religions freedom. 

In assuming the right of mildly, but firmly, pressing such sentiments on public atten- 
tion, the Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America cannot, any mQre 
than ourselves, be chargeable with an inconsistent zeal. Whilst the Methodist Connexion 
in England zealously concurred in adopting measures to ^secure the emancipation of the 
slaves in the West Indies, they at the same time supported one of the most extended and 
expensive Missions of modem times, in order to prepare them for the boon. We are 
aware that our brethren in America have, in like manner, by their Itinerant and Mission- 
aiy labours, done much in conferring the blessings of religious instruction on the slave- 
population of their country ; and surely the men who have thus laid the foundation for a 
peaceful state of society, founded on freedom, cannot but have the right to recommend 
and support all proper and lawful measures for the consummation of their own great work. 
" But in addition to these inferior considerations, the Conference cannot but avow its 
conviction that in all cases it is most safe, and in the end most advantageous, [that Chris- 
tian churches should act on the principle of religious obligation and duty« And although 
it deeply deplores that the Methodists of the United States should be exposed to incon- 
venience, obloquy, or danger, by the assertion of right sentiments on this subject ; yet as 
the evil of slaveiy does exist there, — as they are brought into immediate contact with it, 
— as they are called, in the order of divine Providence, to maintain their long-published 
and scriptural testimony against it, even in the midst of this state of things, — and as the 
progress of events renders it impossible, even if it were lawful, that they should be 
neutral, — ^tbe British Conference trusts that it will not be considered as in any way ex- 
ceeding the privileges of the fraternal relation existing between the two parties, when it 
Expresses its anxious and earnest hope that our American brethren wiU feel it their duty, 
in union with other Christians, to adopt such measures as may lead to the safe and speedy 
emancipation of the whole slave-population of their great and interesting country." 



AN AFFECTING NARRATIVE. 

" The following facts were related in my that of his wife ; but his children, several 

hearing by a man of colour from one of the of them, have been taken away from him. 

Southern states. This man has, by some and sold, he knows not where. He proves 

means, purchased his own freedom, and himself, to the satisfaction of all who have 
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intercoone with him, to be a humble dis- time I think of it.' Probably, it would 

ciple of Jesaa. I will give the facts, as hurt a slave-holder to suffer such wrones, 

nearly as possible, in his own words : — and the best of ihem could be no more m- 

" ' I had a little boy about eleven years jured by them than this poor disciple of 

old. One night, as he came home, he said Christ. 

to me, ' Father, the constable has been " This man has (if I recoUect the nvm- 
measuring me to-day.' 'Measuring you/ her), six children sold into helpless servi- 
said I, ' what does that mean V ' 1 don't tude, he knows not where. Three remained 
know,' said he. ' He measured me about with him, and these, some months ago, were 
my body, and then he measured how liigh I bought up by a notorious firm of slave- 
was. 1 am afraid, father, they are going to dealers, and shipped for the southern mar- 
sell me.* ' I tried,' said the poor father, ket. Here the old man felt that he had lost 
' not to think of it ; but the next morning, his all ; and the distress of his wife, ' who 
soon afier I went to my work, a little boy wept,' to use his language, ' as though her 
came running up to me, crying out, ^ John is heart would burst/ drove him with great re- 

fone, yonder they are takmg bim off now/ luctance, after endeavouring to put his trust 
went after them, and when I came near, in God, to state his case to some pious 
my dear babe reached out his hands to me, £riends, and ask if something could not be 
and said, ' Father, I'm gone. Can't you do done for him. A minister of the Gospel, 
something for me V At this, the man who who was affected to tears at the old man's 
was taking him away, gave him a kick, and recital, went to the slave-dealers, and inter- 
kicked him along the road ; and I have not ceded for him. They at length consented, 
seen my dear child, or heard of him, from that if the poor father himself could raise 
that day to this. I could do nothing to the money in one week (amounting to consi- 
help him. It hurts me to think of it.' " derably more than two tnousand dollars), he 
Here he wept. Never in my life has my might have his own children, i. e. the ones 
heart been so agonized at any deed of man, last taken away. Perhaps they considered 
as when I heard this grey-headed father the question setded, as tiiey would consent 
give this simple relation. ' I had a daughter to no other conditions, ancl regarded it as 
also,' said the poor old man, ' who was mar- impossible for the father to do as they pro- 
ried, and had one child. One day a car- posed. He lifted his cries to God, however, 
riage drove up to the door, and took her in, and they were heard, and friends raised up, 
wi^ her child ; and carried them on board who gave him some few hundred dollars, 
a vessel then lying at the wharf, about to and at length made him a loan of what re- 
sail. As soon as I heard of it, I went after mained, amounting to eig^teoi hundred, on 
them. When I went to go on board, they condition that it should be paid in two years, 
pushed me back, but some one standing by If at that time it remains unpaid, the chil- 
said, ' lliat's too bad ; let the old man see dren are to be sold to pay it. The poor 
his daughter.' I then went on board, and father is now, with much diffidence and 
my poor child threw her arms about my great embarrassment, stating his case to the 
neck, and said, ' Father, I'm gone.' " Here pious and benevolent, and asking their aid, 
the old man's sobs prevented his utterance ; that his children may not again be sold into 
but he recovered himself sufficiently to say, bondage. If any heart is opened by this 
" I have not seen or heard of my child statement to do any thing for him, informa- 
since. Her husband heard of it, and went tion can be obtained lespecting him at tbe 
to the vessel ; but they drew a dirk upon Anti-slavery Office in this city, or by ad- 
him, and would not allow him to go on dressing a line to the writer of this.'' — Rev, 
board. Oh/ said the old man, as the tears Charles Fitch's 4th rf July Address, in Pine 
streamed from ,his eyes, 'it hurts me every Street Ckwrch, Boston. 

The above was read a few days since, by Mr. George Reed, of Deep River, Connec- 
ticut, to the Sabbath School in the Baptist Church in that place ; and on the succeeding # 
sabbath, ten dollars we^e contiibutecL to aid in ransoming these American citizens fnmi 

slavery. Mr. Reed has made the amount twelve doUars, and left it at the Anti-slavery 
Office in this city to be forwarded to the coloured man. His name is Burdett Washing- 
ton. The editor of the Christian Secretary, Hartford, Connecticut, vouches for his good 

character; says, that "he has long been a member of a Baptist Church in Alexandria, 
Va. ; is earnestly commended to the generosity of the public :" and that " his is, 

indeed, a tale of woe."— Any sums left for him at the Anti-Slavery Office in this city will 
hB duly forwarded. — £d. Eman. 
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LETTER OF THE COMMITTEE OP THE BAPTIST UNION, TO 
THE BOARD OF THE » TRIENNIAL CONVENTION OF BAPTIST 
CHURCHES IN THE UNITED STATES. 

London, Sept 13, 1836. 

Dear Brethren. — The letter of April la^t, addressed by you, on behalf of the 
Convention, to the union of Baptist churches in Great Britain, arrived in suffi- 
cient time to be read at one of the meetings of this body in June ; and we have 
the opportunity of giving you the most emphatic assurance, therefore, that it 
was received in a spirit of fervent Christian love and delight. We feel that we 
love you^ because of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ towards you, and 
because of his image in you ; most earnestly do we pray, that the one may 
become daily more perfect, and the other more abundant. 

We acknowledge, that you take a correct view of the position which wo 
occupy, and the warfare to which we are called. We have to contend " with 
usages and opinions time-hallowed, and endeared by a thousand cherished recol- 
lections, and to break down barriers guarded by an interested and powerful 
hierarchy." It is of the highest moment, that we should gird ourselves 
for the conflict, in the strength and in the spirit of Christ. The weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, neither should our temper be secular. We are 
not permitted to doubt, that spiritual weapons shall be mighty through 
God, to pull down strong holds. Pray for us, that, in all our exertions, we 
may both aim at his glory, and promote it. With gratitude to God we can 
say, that the internal mischief to which you have alluded, is sensibly on the 
decline. 

Th6ugh grateful, we are not surprised, to learn that our deputed brethren 
acquired among you " a deep personal regard." We take this opportunity of 
repeatmg our acknowledgments (already publicly expressed) of the kind and 
courteous manner in which they were received. May we be permitted, also, to 
express our sincere regret, that we had not the pleasure of welcoming to our 
assemblies a deputation in return ! 

You have solicited ^' the continuance of our correspondence from year to 
year.'' And you have solicited it upon terms most frank and honourable. You 
** entreat" us, " as we also entreat you," not only to assist you with our " coun- 
sel," but, ".as faithful brethren, to remind you" of any " danger" to which we 
may deem you to be exposec^; and as, of course, there could be no satis&otory 
correspondence upon any other principles, so, we trust, it wiH not be unpleasing 
to you, if we bring them into action on the present occasion. Whatever free- 
dom we may be conceived to take, we certainly cherish the spirit, and we hope 
to use the language, both of affection and respect. 

Our deputed brethren, although they did not mention the subject of slavery 
in the public proceedings of the convention, at a private meeting, assembled for 
the purpose, made known the feelings of pain and lamentation with which our 
body, in common with all religious bodies in this country, at that time regarded 
the state of American society, and American churches in reference to it. Since 
that period our feelings have grown far more deep and solemn. The facts which 
have been brought to light have afflicted us beyond measure, and have made us 
feel it our imperative duty to put iilto a channel of public utterance the sent!- 
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ments of the united churches, in the series of resolutions, which were passed 
unanimously at the public meeting on the 22nd of June, and which we transmit 
to you herewith.^ 

We are not uninformed of the degree in which, in the American Union^ 
slavery is either incorporated in the social system^ or upheld by public opinion ; 
nor have we been unobservant of the sensitiveness with which remarks on it, 
whether foreign or domestic, have been almost universally received. We have 
no wish to g^ve offence, but our duty to God and to man will not permit us to 
be silent, nor can we believe, after what you have written, that you wish us to 
be so. You will not refuse to consider what, " as faithful brethren," we address 
to you ; and most sincerely do we add our prayer, " The Lord give you under- 
standing in all things !" 

It is surely a position which admits of no dispute, that in this, as in other 
matters, a line of conduct may be expected from the disciples of Christ, 
materially different from that 'which may be anticipated from men of the world. 
Of what use, otherwise, are the rectitude and tenderness of conscience, the holy 
light, and the exalted principles which characterize a Christian ? Now it Is to 
the churches, of which you are the representatives, that we make our appeal. 
Professors of the name of Christ ! whatever others do, we entreat you, neither 
hold a slave, nor countenance slavery. 

According to some allegations, indeed, which, with whatever truth, have been 
made on behalf of American slaveholders, we are called upon to believe, that, 
through the force of iniquitous laws, the liberation of slaves is impracticable. 
Otherwise, we are assured, many would gladly set them free ; but, in existing 
circumstances, it is necessary, and [even obligatory, to detain them. Of course, 

* We are ^sd to find that these resolutions commend themseWes to the approval 
of the American Anti-slavery Society. We learn this fact from the Emancipator 
of September 8, the organ of the Society ; the Editor of which, after extracting 
from our first number, remarks, these resolutions are "to he forwarded to the 
Executive of the Triennial Convention of Baptists in this country, accompanied by 
a letter from the Committee of the Union ; and, upon the manner of their recep- 
tion, will depend the question of continued fellowship between the Baptists of 
Great Britain and America ; at least such of them as do not Sear their testimony 
against slavery. 

This is a noble position* We thank our Baptist brethren for it. It settles one 
great point, namely, that in Great Britain, Baptists, as a body, are determined 
OPENLY to give to the ABOLrnoNiSTs of Ahebica the benefit of their countenance and 
SUPPORT. We bless God for such a testimooy, and take fresh courage from it in 
our arduous but blessed work. Give us, brethren, your sympathies, your prayers, 
your countenance, and support ; and, by the hlessin& of God, Jubilee shall come, 
and that speedily, even in America/' The Editor ot the rXtberator, Mr. William 
Lloyd Garrison, in his paper of August 27, referring to the same resolutions, says, 
" Several of the Anti-abulition papers are reioicing over the] resolutions adopted 
by the British Baptist Union, in relation to Drs. Cox and Hoby, which they affect 
to consider as an approval of their course in regard to the Anti-davery question in 
this country. A very equivocal approval, we could not help thinking it, even 
when we saw it by itself. But the last week's Emancipator, contains extracts 
from the proceedings of the meeting which adopted it ; and in these we find 
abundant evidence, that that body was far enough from intending to approve the 

timidity of their delegates while here Verily, our apologists for slavery 

are < grateful for small favours,' if theyfcan find in their hearts to rejoice over the 
demonstrations of feeling amongst British Baptists in regard to American Slavery, 
and the advocates of the respective schemes of immediate emancipation, and pro- 
longed oppression — alias, gradual abolition." We purposely omit several extracts 
froni other papers, bearing on the same topic, as we have no desire to pain the 
parties censured. — Ed. 
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we understand this as the language of lamentation and complaint. Here is a 
piactical^ and avowedly regretted, restriction on the liberty of the holder of the 
slave ; he may not give the freedom he wishes to give. The duty of a person 
thus situated, surely becomes obvious in an instant. We say to him, if a law 
which >either imposes an impossible condition on manumission, or decrees the 
seizure of a manumitted slave, makes it imperative on you to detain him for the 
moment, ought you not to be making restless endeavours for the repeal of that 
law ; and using every means to prepare for the easy acquisition and the safe 
possession of that freedom, which it is your right to give and his to enjoy ? 
Without such endeavours, it becomes manifest that the existence of the law is 
but a pretext for the slaveholder, and his acquiescence in it renders him a par- 
taker of its iniquity. 

la ordinary cases, however, weisonccive we cannot be in error in regarding sla- 
very as optional. Now we raise an argument on this ground ; and we cannot 
hesitate to affirm, that, however it might be repelled by a man of the world, it 
ought to be enough for a Christian. To hold a fellow-creature in bondage, is to 
hold him in a condition of personal degradation and disadvantage ; a condition, 
as it now exists, which denies him access to the various sources of instruction 
and avenues of advancement which are open to others, which allows no sacred^ 
ness to domestic ties, but sets at naught the ditine institution of marriage, and 
with it both the affections and the duties of the congugal and parental relations ; 
which makes man an outcast from society, and repels him, not a!s an alien 
merely, but as a brute, from the commimity, of which he is,|nevertheless, a con- 
stituent and a vital part ; which, in the great majority of instances, involves 
labours which shorten life, and, in too many cases, the almost murderous extinc- 
tion of it, and which, in fine, impedes most grievously a slave's religious instruc- 
tion, fosters his vices of every kind, and renders all but impossible, for the most 
part, his glorifying God on earth, or his learning the way to heaven. Now, 
we suppose it to be at the option of a Christian, whether he will hold a 
fellow-creature in a condition like this. Can it for a moment be doubted what 
his choice will be? Or can any one, in either hemisphere, consent to call him 
a Christian, who chooees to have a slave ? What 1 Is Christianity reduced, not 
merely to a name, but a mockery ? Does its loud proclamation of ^' good will 
to men,'' mean nothing more than a sanction for the right of power P Is it no 
longer the law of our acknowledged Sovereign, " Do ye to others, as ye wotdd 
that they should do unto you?" Arej equity, benevolence, and compassion, no 
more the characteristics and indispensable virtues of our profession ? 

If any one should meet this appeal by saying, that he treats his slaves as his 
children ; we must be permitted to reply — first, that he can in no way do so 
well for them as by breaking their chains ; secondly, that he cannot tell who 
may come after him, nor how soon ; and thirdly, that his example upholds 
abominations which he refuses to practise, and would appear to condemn. 

Nor should we be silenced, by being informed, of i/diat we very well know, 
that, in the southern states, *^ slavery is a political institution." We are not 
political meddlers. But we suppose that even the "political institution" of 
slavery does not deprive the freeman of his liberty. We appeal, therefore, still 
to the heart of a Christian, as to his individual' choice. Our langiiage is — Fellow 
Christian ! and, if a fellow Christian, man of benevolent spirit, of universal love ! 
wUl you hold a slave ! 

How can we conceive the heart of a Christian dictating, or permitting, any 
other answer than one to this question ? I will not. We must think the case 
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decided, therefore^ \nth every Christian, if it be merely at his option. But we 
cannot let it rest here. While it may assuredly be expected, that a Christian 
would break every yoke if he might, it is important for him to remember^ not 
only that he may, but that, if he can, he must. The declarations, " Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself," and, '' Whatsoever things ye would that men 
should do xmto you, do ye even so unto them," are the voice of authority, and 
have the unquestioned force of law. It ig not at our option, whether we fulfil 
these commands. It is roquirod of us by Jesus Christ, our Lord. All his 
professed subjects are bound to obey them. Every faithful subject will obey 
them. 

Is it not certain, dear brethren, that a consistent obedience to these precepts 
would lead to the immediate liberation of a large number of slaves ? Is it not 
also certain, that such a proceeding, tiiken by Christian professors at laige, in 
the slave-holding states, or by any considerable portion of them, would exhibit 
the subject in a new light ; would arouse the whole community ; and shake the 
entire system of slavery to its foundations ? Is not the overthrow of this sys- 
tem an object to which, under the force of the same reasons, all Christians 
ought earnestly to address themselves. Is there any other probable method of 
achieving this inestimable consummation? Will it not constitute a noble 
and a characteristic triumph for Christianity? And is not the abetting of 
slavery, and even acquiescence in it, a sin, of which every disciple of Christ 
ought immediately to wash his hands ? 

The resolutions we transmit to you, dear brethren, do not refer exclusively to 
the fetters which bind the slave ; they advert also to the prejudices which afflict 
the coloured freeman. We cannot say, that we feel at all less strongly on this subject 
than on slavery itself. There are, indeed, reasons which make it to us the more 
afflictive of the two. The degradation of the free blacks is certainly not ^' a 
political institution " of any part of the Union, nor is it founded on any different 
relation which they bear to the body politic, as compared with the whites. And, 
whatever pretext might be found for their oppression in a region of slaves, there 
obviously can be none where slavery is unknown. Yet a strong and general 
prejudice against people of colour is cherished even in the fnor them states; 
where it must be a matter of mere [prejudice, generated by the pride which it 
subsequently fosters, and as ungenerous and unholy as it is proud. 

It is to us nothing less than marvellous, that this grievous oppression, both of 
the bond and the free, should exist and be clung to by a nation which glories 
in its liberty, and which was the first to proclaim to other lands that the rights 
of all are equal ; but it is not for us to bewail this, inconsistency, nor the 
injury which is thus done in the eyes of the world, to the otherwise noble insti- 
tutions which it impairs and undermines. It is, however, more than marvellous 
to us, it is almost incredible, that the indefensible and cruel prejudices ag^dnst 
persons of colour, should have been adopted by the churches of Christ, and 
manifested in the worship and ordinances of his house ! Hb was meek and 
lowly in heart. Are his followers not to copy his example ? Would he have 
treated persons of African descent 'as the slightest mixture of tainted blood 
causes them to be treated among you ? You know that he would not ; and, if 
you imitate him, you will do so no more. Degrading distinctions, which 'say 
not '^ I am holier,' but only " I am whiter than thou,'' will instantly be banished 
from places of divine worship ; and the reformation begun here will be extended 
cheerfully to the entire system of which these are a part. 
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In pressing the fulfilment of ibis duty upon joti, dear brethren^ we have the 
advantage of being able to say, that it is impeded by no obstacle. There can be 
no case in which the retension of the prejudice we are combating can be obliga- 
tory or imperative. In indulging it, you are only either pampering the pride of 
your own hearts, or yielding to the current of feeling around you. As Christians, 
you are called on to mortify the former, and stem the latter. Nothing hinders 
you from beginning, and even from triumphing, at once. The object may be 
achieved the first moment you are determined to achieve it. And, permit us to 
assure you, that, whenever this moment shall arrive, it will be inferior to none in 
the history of your churches, for honour to the name you profess, for prosperity 
to the churches you compose, and for prosperity to the country you adorn. 

Dear brethren, " our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlaiged." But we 
sfpeak not alone. We call to remembrance, that we are addressing a body, the 
sentiments of some of whom, and a number rapidly increasing, are in unison with 
our own. We rejoice in the abundant evidence which has reached us of the fact 
that the attention of many has been awakened, and that the voices of many have 
been heard. Yes ; America has heard on this subject the voices of many of her 
sons ; and, with delight we have seen among the band of her abolitionists (and 
many, in spirit^ we trust, are such who have not adopted the name), a large 
number of our own denomination. No words can express the warmth of our 
sympathy with them, or the ardour of our desire, that, on this great occasion, our 
entire denomination may be of one heart and one mind. Be assured, dear 
brethren, that the extinction of oppression, whether of the bond or free, is a 
work which lies with the churches of Chiist. They can do it. They must do 
it. They will be responsible for the continuance of oppression, with all its 
crimes and horrors, if they do it not. And, as no portion of the church of Christ 
in the United States, is more influential than your own, as none has been more 
abundantly blessed with those extraordinary operations which exhibit religion in 
its mightiest energies ; as none is more prompt or more vigorous in all other 
works of faith and labours of love, so we entreat you to suffer none to be more 
forward, or more active, in this good cause. We know that over the" Same 
cause both our fathers and ourselves slept too long ;. but it would be poor 
evidence that we had been awakened, if we were to use no efTorts for the 
arousing of our brethren. We wish to believe, that whatever slumber remains 
among you, is but that of inadvertency and inconsideration. It cannot be that 
you will refuse to put away this " accursed thing," when its true aspect shall 
have appeared to you. An enlightened conscience and a melting heart will be 
far more prompt and effectual than our importunities ; and, perhaps, even while 
we are writing, may be rendering our importunities needless. 

Can we, dear brethren, without showing unreasonable fears, again entreat you 
to receive in kindness, what we have written in the fulness of our hearts ? Or, 
can we hesitate to anticipate that serious consideration of our remarks, that 
willing acquiescence in evident truth, and that ready fulfilment of admitted duty, 
which shall fully convince us that you are, indeed, our brethren in Christy and 
justify the fervour with which, on the behalf of our brethren at laige, we sub- 
scribe ourselves. 

Yours in Christian love, 

W. H. MORCH, '\ 

Joseph Belcher, >Seoretarie$> 
Edward Steane, j 
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APPRENTICESHIP SYSTEM. 

Our readers will be gratified to learn, that during the past month four gentle- 
men have sailed frond Falmouth in the Skylark packet for Barbadoes^ and the 
otlicr West India islands, with the view of obtaining a clearer insight into, and 
a more accurate knowledge of, the working of the apprenticeship system. Joseph 
Stui^e, Esq., of Birmingham ; and Mr. Scoble, the respected Secretaiyof the Society 
for the abolition of Slaveiy and the Slave-trade throughout the World, are amongst 
the number of these disinterested and zealous friends of humanity. We commend 
them most earnestly to the prayers of all our Christian friends, ihat they may be 
preserved from danger, and be guided by infinite wisdom in the] discbarge of 
their delicate and difficult duties. They will probably meet with opposition in 
their self-denying-labouis ; but, if sustained by the confidence and prayers of 
British Christians, their mission cannot fail of important and most desirable 
results. " I commend myself," says one of the deputation, in a letter to the 
Editor, dated Falmouth, October 16, ^< and the cause in which I and my com- 
panions are embarked, to your prayers. Do not forget us, that we may have 
wisdom and grace to pursue it, in a right spirit, to a successful issue." 



ADDRESS OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARIES IN JAMAICA TO 

THE MARQUIS OF SLIGO. 

Tbe Jamaica Watcbman^ of September 7^ contaiiui an address presented 
by the Baptist Missionaries resident in that island, to the Marquis of Sligo, 
together with his Excellency's reply. Our limits prevent our giving these 
documents entire, but they are so honourable to both parties that we cannot 
feel satisfied without making extracts from -them. It is highly gratifying 
to mark the progress of Events. A few years since the Baptist Mission- 
aries in Jamaica were the objects of popular odium, and of magisterial 
oppression. Every means of annoyance and injury were set in operation 
against them. Their diaiacters were libelled, their labours denounced, and 
their continuance in the colony was affirmed to be incompatible witJi its 
wel^ire. Like honest men, they met the tide of abuse and calumny which 
assailed them, and have uqw received an ample reward* They appealed 
to the future, and its judgment has been given in their favoiu:. 

In their address to the Marquis of Sligo, after adrerting to the civil 
benefits which had accrued from his administration, they thuB proceed-— . 

Although, however, we thus beg to express our sentiments and feelings with 
respect to the beneficial changes of a more political kind that are progressing so 
cheeringly around us, it is principaUy in the character of Christians and of 
Christian Missionaries, that we would address your Excellency on the present 
occasion. 

In a colony, where, on the part of the professed representatives of the people, 
and of the white inhabitants in general, prejudices against Dissenters have ever 
been proverbial, we have enjoyed the confidence that your Lordship would 
never suffer our religious privileges to be infringed with impunity; and in 
no instance of which we are aware, has that confidence proved itself misplaced. 
Whether as ministers or as private Christians— whether as bond or free, when- 
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ever & well authenticated case of persecution for dbnscience' sake has heen sub- 
mitted to your lordship, you ever have manifested your sympathy with the 
oppressed ; your respect for the rights of private judgment ; your hatred of re- 
ligious intolerance, and your fitm determinatioa, like that of our beloved 
Monarch whose Representative you are, not only to maiatain inviolate the pro- 
visions of the Act of Toleration, but to unite with the noble descendants of 
Fox, and other distinguished advocates of freedom, in their exertions to extend 
its protection and benefits until every law which in&inges on the liberty of con> 
science be expunged from the statute book of England, and of her colonies. 

With a mind thus, noble and enlightened, perceiving the great bearing of re- 
ligious education on the civilization of the apprentice portion of the community^ 
and on the aspects and happiness of society at large, your lordship immediately, 
on assuming the reins of the government, began the formation of a plan for 
general education on the most liberal and extended scale, inviting the co- 
operation of all sects and parties in its completion ; and, although the generous 
and self-denying efforts of your Excellency were in this respect repeatedly de- 
feated by colonial prejudice and power, your Excellency has, notwithstanding, 
so aided by your influence and property, > the efforts made by individuals and 
Societies of different denominations in this" great and interesting work, that we 
hesitate not to "say, such a rapid and wide diffusion of the great blessings of 
Scriptural education, within so comparatively ^short a period as that, during 
which your Excellency has presided over us, has scarcely ever been surpassed, 
if equalled, in any age or in any part of the world. 

Your Excellency's resignation of the government pf the colony would have 
awakened our regret and apprehensions at any time, and under the most com- 
mon circumstances ; but your departure at the present, crisis, when, after a 
conciliatory, firm, and benevolent eourse of Action, you have, to a consider- 
able degree, disarmed opposition to your public measures ; when under all the 
disadvantages with which. your Lordship has had to contend, from being the 
possessor of slave property, from being the author as they supposed of the ap- 
prenticeship scheme, and of all the novel systems of punishment it introduced, 
you have succeeded in securing the confidence and homage of all the intelligent 
of the apprentice population ; at a time when the salutary effects of your Lord- 
ship's administration in the peace alad prosperity of the country were begin- 
ing to be realized, ^nd when the worst fears were entertained of efforts to im- 
pede the progress of reform so auspiciously advancing, — we should feel at a loss 
for suitable terms in whicli to convey our disappointment and concern, were we 
not to resolve all events, however seemingly adverse, to the controlling influence 
of that almighty and benignant *Being, who worketh all things ^^ after the 
counsel of his own will," and who can never be at a loss for suitable agencies 
with which to secure the perfection of his purposes^ 

In his reply ihe Goyemor bears very high and honourable testimony to 
the character and labour of the Missionaties. Beferring to their address, 
he says — 

Th.e independence of character which has marked the conduct of the Mis- 
nonaries, whose labours have been directed to the reli^ous improvement of 
Jamaica, and which has occasioned all the vexations which have in times past 
attended the duties of your ofiice, makes the very handsome tribute of your 
good opinion which I have just received from you, the more honourable to me^ 
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BS I fsel that, were it not the conTiction of your minds that it was appUeable, 
I should not have received it at your hands. 

This is not, however, the only service I have to acknowledge myself in- 
debted to you for. I cannot forget, that when solicited by me to further the 
cause of good order and the maintenance of the law^ by the exertions of the 
influence you possess in your ministerial character, you readily afforded to me 
your assistance. The elBciency of those efforts has reached me from quarters 
totally unconnected with your peculiar religious persuasion, and most tmjustly 
should I act, did I not express to you my feelings on the subject. 

I am fully sensible that the Missionaries of this island^ of all persuasions, 
are now looked upon in a totally different light from what they were formerly ; 
and I trust, confidently, that, ere long, a conviction of the utility of religious 
instruction will render those pious individuals who devote their lives to the 
promotion of the good cause, as popular as they have heretofore been the 
Kverse. 

Such language, proceeding from the representatiye of the British king, 
suist have been highly gratifying to the estimable men to whom it was 
addressed, and will be read, we are convinced, by the religious people of this 
countiy with feelings of unmingled satis&ction. 



EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

Anti^Slavery Office, Niw York, of this '* agitating subject." In vain we 

September tSrd^ 1836. called upon dialinguished abolitionista in 

Dear Sir, the mimstry. They loved the cause, but 

The Executive Committee of the Ameri- they woula not risk all for it. At last we 
can Anti-Slaveiy Society, at its meeting on resolved to send one of our ablest lecturers, 
the 2l8t inst, in view of the great sin and Theodore D, Weld, the principal of the 
danger of American' Slavery, ^oted to Lane Seminary recusants, on a special mis- 
recommend to all the frien(M of the op- sion, to press men into the service — a sort of 
pressed,] special humiliation, fasting, and Anti-Slavery recruiting officer. He has 
prayer to Almighty God, on the last Mon- already succeeded in emisting for the war^ 
day of October next. nearly 50 agents of the right sort. Among 

Should this notice reach you in season, them are men of the highest powers and 

we hope many of our British friends wiU the most extensive influence. Nearly all 

unite their prayers with ours, on that day, of them will commence their work before the 

that God in his great mercy would quicken close of October. It is not the intention of 

the consciences and soften the hearts of the Committee to stop here, but to go on 

American slave-holders; that He would increasing their lecturing corps, till the 

brinff his professed church to repentance cause of the slave is carried home to the 

for the support it is giving to this system of bosom of every man^ woman, and child, 

robbery, lust, and murder ; and that He that can be reached with God's blessing on 

would speedily deliver our colored bre- human means. How important that, in 

thren from the double yoke of slavery and thus enlarging the scale of our operations, 

prejudice ; and our nation from ruin, Sy the we should humbly resort, in fervent prayer, 

peaceful agency of His own truth. to the God of the poor and the needy ! 

You will doubtless be pleased to learn, Maj the blessings of the perishing be 
that our Society is ^atly enlarging its ope- upon jou for your " Slavery in America.** 
rations, and especially 'by increasing the Let the world be filled with such publica- 
number of its lectunn? agents. Hereto- tions. You have, ere this, heard of the out- 
fore, we have rarely had more than ten or rage upon the press of our excellent friend 
twelve in the field at once. Not that we Birney at Cincinnati, perpetrated on the 
were satisfied with so small a number, but eve of the first of August. It is working 
it seemed impossible to get the men we well for the cause. The paper will^reappear 
wanted to cast loose from Sieir quiet moor- in a few days with Ja greatly increased list 
ings, and launch out upon the troubled sea of subscriMrs. 



ExtraeU from LetUrt to tht Editor. 



115 



Though I have not the honour to be per- 
sonally known to you, 1 feel bold to write 
myself, with the most affectionate regard, 
your brother in behalf of the " suffering 
and the dumb, " 

EuzuR Wright, Jun. 
See* Dam, Cor, Am, AntU'Slavery Society, 

Dear, Sir, 

You announce on the cover of your 
new and timely periodical, that while 
" Slavery in America" is to receive special 
attention, your work will be open to " No- 
tices of the present state of slavery and the 
slave-trade throughout the world." As I 
occasionally receive private letters and 
files of newspapers from the West Indies, 
a few extracts will probably be deemed ac- 
ceptable ; in which case I shall be happy 
to furnish them. 

The cause of mercy and truth has not 
yet obtained the ascendant in the Antilles ; 
and, whatever has been hitherto done in its 
favor, it is my decided conviction, formed 
on a pretty extensive acquaintance with the 
subject, that mach more remains yet to be 
accomplished. Slavery has changed its 
name there, but not its nature ; it is the 
same demon of subtlety and cruelty it ever 
was ; and if its power for mischief be in 
some little degree restricted, we must not 
overlook the fact that it still exists, aa its 
numerous and blood-stained trophies will 
attest. 

One of the most painful indications of its 
remaining power, is to be found in the 
change it works on educated gentlemen, 
sent out to fill tiie office of Stipendiary 
Magistrates. Whatever may have been the 
former tenderness of their natures, or the 
blandness of their manners, no sooner do 
they tread the shores of the beautiful but 
afflicted islands of "the far west," than 
they become the ruthless tormentors of 
those they were sent to protect — the mere 
agents of the cruelty which colonial tyrants 
suggest. That these assertions are not 
merely wanton and groundless accusations, 
I could prove by a vast mass of various 
evidence : — among the more recent, allow 
me to submit the following. A friend 
writing from Jamaica, in June last, says, 
" With respect to the apprenticeship sys- 
tem, it proves anything but salutary. 1 oo 
many of the Specials, there is reason to fear, 
are but the mere tools of the planter — ^the 
drivers and oppressors of the appreytice. 
There are, indeed, some honourable excep- 
tions; but it is a gross imposition on the 
British public, that the exceptions are not 
on the other side. The monthly reports of 
the Specials give no account of the com- 
mittals to the workhouse ^to be worked in 
chains !) or to the treadmiU ! These returns 
ought to be given to the public, and the 



offences inquired into, together with the 
manner in which cases are heard and a^|}n» 
dicated.'' 

In confirmation of this gentleman's 
statement, it would be only necessary to 
transcribe from the Jamaica Watchman, 
which I have* before me, the details of the 
Special Justices' Monthly Jleports ; but •■ 
these would be too lengthy (though nothing 
would more certainly rouse the piu>lic indig- 
nation), I must content myself with a sum- 
mary. The total number of lashes *' laid 
on,' as the awai-d of the Specials, in the 

{)resent year, in several months, is as fol- 
ows :— March, 6180 ; April, 2885 ; May, 
4074 ; -June, 6844 ; or 19,983 for four 
months ! In the list of Specials, there are 
some who enjoy an unenviable precedence, 
who have attained a bad pre-eminence, in 
this sanguinary employ. For Instance, 
during these same four months, R. St. 
John reports himself to have awarded 1181 
lashes; E. D. Baynes, 1199; J. R. Tho- 
mas, 1960 , and F. Moresby, 1981 :, making 
a total of 6321 ! These gendemen leave 
their competitors in the blood-stained course 
far in the distance. They may congratulate 
themselves on mangling bodies and 'inflict- 
ing tortures, in a ratio far higher than their 
doinpanions in office, and which may well 
entiUe them to an immortality of fame, on 
the same historical page with Nero and 
Caligula. 

And is it for this 'we have paid our 
twenty millions sterling 1 Is it for this our 
WHberforces and Buztons have laboured 
in Parliament 1 Is it for this our pastors 
aud churches have combined inj>rayerful 
exertion, through the length and breadth of 
the land ? Is it for this our missionaries 
have been made the occupants of loathsome 
gaols, and the companions of felons 1 It is 
surely high time to open our eyes to all the 
dreadful reality of the case ; and to seek, 
by the most prompt and energetic mea- 
sures, the restriction of the tyrant's power, 
and consequent alleviation of the sufferer's 
woes. 

You will. Sir, probably hear from me 
again on this subject. » In the meantime 
you have my most ardent wishes for suc- 
cess, in the prosecution of your benevolent 
purposes, and my most ardent prayers that, 
throughout the world, oppression may 
cease, and give way to the reign of univer- 
sal good-will and charity; 

M.R. L. 



Dear Sir, 

The following extracts are from letters 
received from my brothers-in-law, resident 
at the time in New York. The first is a 
minister of the reformed Presbyterians. 

" Amid much that is encouraging, both in 
civil and sacred matters, on this side the 
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Atlantio, we are not without our sources of 
azmoyance. The principsl one is, that 
accursed system of slavery, that poisons 
and defiles all that it touches. There is, and 
has heen ever since I mmp to the country,* 
matandgrowingexcitementonthisqueBtion. 
The deep and widely-extended reots which 
the infernal plant has struck in this land, 
render honest dealing on [the subject much 
more difficult than in the old country. * * 
The worst feature about American Slareiy 
is, tiie connexion which it maintains with 
the Christian Church. There are many 
ministers, Baptist, Methodist, and Presby- 
terian, who bold edaves, aye, sell slaves — 
what eay you to that 1 I tell you, my bro- 
ther, there is an awful responsibility resting 
• on the churches of Britain, in regard to 
their brethren in this country. I was re- 
joiced to see the way in which the Secession 
■ took up the point in their letter to the 
Dutch Church. The Baptists had done 
something of the same kind ; but the letter 
would seem to have been intercepted by 
some of the trimmers, and its force broken. 
Strike again and again. With God's help I 
will second you. We are growing like the 
Christians of old.'* 

The next is of more recent date. " J was 
much pleased to see, that the. men of Bir- 



mingham are moving in earnest in the cause 
of ue apprentices, the quondam slaves, 
I hope iheir efforts will be crowned with 
success. The cause of abolition continues 
to prosper here. We had h very ^terest- 
ing meeting at our anniversary. Gerrit 
Smith, an excellent specimen of a right- 
hearted republican, spoke on the occasion. 
I send you a few " Emancipators," to let 
you see how the eood work moves onward. 
The light of truin b rapidly dispelling the 
pi^judice which exists here against the 
black man. The church bere is the '^pillar 
and ground" of slavery. Until Zion shall 
" display a banner for truth" on this ques- 
tion,^ declaring slavery to be sin, we have 
little reason to anticipate the fireedom of the 
slave. When the churches in Britain send 
their annual letters, they should request 
that' theyjbe published entire, as they uni- 
formly keep out the |part which touches the 
" dekcate subject" of slavery. The Bap- 
tists fight] nobly for right to deal in the 
" bones and blood of living men." The 
Presbj^terian church have elected a slave- 
holding minister to be] Moderator in their 
General Assembly now sitting ! What shall 
the end of these things bel" 

Yours, &c., 
Birmingham. TfifuMAS Swan. 



THE BEAUTY OF LIBERTY. 



In all things that have beauty, there is nothing 

When the dance of the shadows 

At day-break is done. 
And the cheeks of the morning 

Are' red with the sun ; 
When be sinks in his glory 

At eve from the view ; 
And calls up the planet 
To blaze in the blue ; 
There is beauty. But where is the beauty 

to see 
More proud than the sight of a nation when 
freet 

When the beautiful bend 
Of the bow is above, 
Like a coUar of light 

On the bosom of Ibve ; 
When the. moon in her mildness 
Is floating on high, 
. like a banner of silver 
Hung out in the sky ; 
There is beauty. But earth has] no beauty 

. to see 
More proud than the front of a nation when 
freel 

In the depth of the darkness, 

Unvaried in hue. 
When shadows are veiling 

The breast of the blue ; 
When the voice of the tempest ■ 

At midnight is still. 



to man more comely than Liberty, — Miltm. 

And the spirit of solitude 
Sobs on the bill ; 
There is beauty. But where is the beauty 

to see 
Like the broad-beaming brow of a nation 
when .free? 

In the breath of the morning 

When nature's awake. 
And calls up the chorus 
To chant in the break ; 
In the voice of the echo 

Unbound in the woods. 
In the warbling of streams 
And the foaming of floods ; 
There is beauty. But where is the bsauty 

to see 
Like the thrice hallowed sight of a nation 
that's free? 

When the striving of surges 

Is mad on the main. 
Like the charge of the column 

Of plumes on the plain ; 
When the thunder is up 

From his cloud-cradled sleep. 
And tempest is treading 
The path of the deep ; 
There is beauty. But where is the beauty 

to see 
Like the sim-brilliant brow of a nation 
' when free ? 
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The Cruel Nature and Tnjuriout EffecU of the merchant ships, and frequentljr murdering 

Foreign Slave Trade. Represented in a the crews. In every African river, where 

Letter to the Right Hon. Lord Brougham slaves can be obtained, these v.essels may 

and Vaux. By Thomas Robeuts, Bap- .be constantlj seen receiving, and sailing 

list Minister, Bristol. 8vo. pp. 40. with them, from thence to the Cuba and 

1835. Hraziliau shores. 



This is a well-timed pamphlet, wor- 
thy of extensive circulation. The peo- 
ple of this country have so long been 
accustomed to regard the slave-trade as 
a traflBc of by-gone days, that many of 
them will be startled at the horrifying 
details which Mr. Roberts furnishes. 
His pampblet.is full of materials, deeply 
knd' painfully absorbing. No man of 
tender nerves, or of morbid sensibility, 
should attempt to peruse it. Such 
persons will be shocked at the atroci- 
ties it . describes, or. their delicacy will 
be offended at the strong, impassioned, 
but most righteous denunciation which 
it levels at the dealer in human £esh, 
whether found amongst the churches 
of America, or treading the blasted soil 
of Africa. Our limits will not permit 
us to indulge in extended quotations. 
We must, however, make two or three, 
in the hope that they will excite our 
readers to procure the pamphlet itself. 
The following account of the extent to 
which the barbarous traffic is still car- 
ried on will surprise many. 

It appears that, from January the 1st, 
1820, to the end of the year 1834, a 
period of only fourteen years* nearly one 
million wretched victims were dragged from 
their native land and conveyed to Brazil 
alone. A number exceeding the whole of 
the slaves liberated in the English Colonies, 
by almost two hundred thousand. In the 
short space of one year, fifteen, thousand 
negroee were imported from Africa into the 
Havannah — a small port in the island of 
Cuba . ^ ot less th an . one hundred thmisaTid 
are taken annually from the African coast, 
4 and conveyed to different destinations. 
The average number of those who die on 
the passage, amounts to ten out of each 
hundred ; so that the lives of not less than 
t«n thousand human beings are yearly sacri- 
ficed in the Vessels employed in the foreign 
slave trade. The average number of ships, 
which sail annually from Cuba, amounts 
to almost fifty ^ and which return with their 
enslaved cargoes to that island. The 
generality of these vessels conunit piracy 
on the outward-bound passage, plundering 



Again, says Mr. Roberts, 

It is, indeed, lamentable to reflect, 
that such a system can be found to exist in 
the world, but it is indescribably infamous 
that this murderous traffic should be car- 
ried on, to a great degree, by the means 
of Britisli capital. Mr. Innes, in an admi- 
rable letter to Lord Glenelg, proves the 
disgraceful fact. The English mercantile 
agents, at Rio, are constantly receiving 
goods from this country in British vessels, 
which they re- ship in a foreign slaver, 
whose captain or owner is authorized to 
barter on the* African coast for human 
beings ; from thence he returns to Bra:^! 
with his cargo, to the same agents who 
cause the slaves to be sold, and the profit 
to be paid to the merchants residing in 
this country. It is by no means an un- 
common occurrence, for vessels cleared 
out from a British port professedly for 
South America, and, although at the risk 
of the loss of insurance, to proceed from 
England direct to the Coast of Africa, 
where they barter their freight for slaves, 
and sail froi^ thence with them tQ the 
very port for which the ship was at first 
cleared out at the English Custom-House. 

A considerable part of the pamphlet 
is devoted to the case of America, the 
inconsistency and wickedness of whose 
Christian slave dealers are exposed 
with an unsparing hand. Our author 
is one of those men who cannot write 
calmly, when pleading the cause of 
suffering, ffroaning-, dying humanity. 
For this he will probably be con- 
demned by some whose nearts are 
unsusceptible of strong and generous 
impulses. But we applaud his zeal; 
and the blessing of them who are 
ready to perish will be his reward. 
We must close, our critique with the 
following extract, on the measures 
which should be adopted to put down 
this diabolical traffic. 

The average number of slave ships 
taken by our cruizers, is one out of twelve ; 
and s6 profitable is the vile traffic, that a 
merchant engaged in it is perfectly satisfied 
if he can clear two voyages out of three, as 



118 RetoltUiont on the Subject of Amenean Slavery. 

}n$ gain on th$ farmer would th$n amount probably-y in some instances, induce the 
nearly to two hundred per cent. Mixed crew of a slave ship to fight most des- 
commissioned courts have been established peratelj, rather than submit to be taken as 
in those places to which slave ships, when pirates ; knowing that whether they re* 
captured, are usually sent, and which are sisted, and a capture ensued, or yielded 
empowered to dispose of them with their without any struggle, death in either case 
cargoes, officers, and crew, according to would be their inevitable portion. Under 
law. The vessel is condemned and sold,' these circumstances, a proper distinction 
lehilst probably the purchaser it an agent for might mark the aggravated, crime of resist- 
the owner from whom she hat been takenj or once. The commanders of our cruisers 
for some simiLar mitereant, who sends her should be instructed to receive the negroes 
again to the coast of Africa in the same illegal on board of his Majesty's ship, and tmmt- 
trade. The officers and crew are sentenced diaiely to execute summary justice, by sink' 
to imprisonment, fi^om which the captain ing the piratical vettel with her officers and 
immediately liberates himtelffor thru or four ^ crewt niit allowing any of them to escape, 
doublootis, the mates for a less turn, and the If it should appear incompatible with 
foremast men for a few dollars each. The either room, health, or safety, to take the, 
negroes removed from the captured ships . slaves on board of cruiser, and the pre- 
are ordered to be apprenticed for a short servation of the vessel in which they were 
time, to quslify them (or free colonial cul- taken be necessary for the conveyance of 
. tivation ; but it is notorious, that they are them to their legal destination, the com' 
tnvariatdy driven into the interior of the mitsioned commander ^wuldthen be directed 
country, and re-sold for slaves. The English to esecute the pirates at the yard-arm of his 
people are delighted with the efforts of Majesty's ship, as early as possible t^fter their 
our government to end this inhuman trade, capture. Every government, forming a 
and read with ecstasy the success of our party to the treaty, that declares the slave 
naval commanders commissioned to pre- trade to be piracy, should be required to 
Tent it, whilst the dealer in human beingt commission its proportionate number of 
langhs at the mummery, arid proceeds undit' ships to prevent the traffic ; and these 
mayed in his cruel career, should sail under similar orders to those 

Ineffectual hitherto as all the means delivered to British cruizers. Suitable 
have proved to destroy the slave trade, pay and prize-remuneration ought to be 
and difficult as the accomplishment' of so allowed to our officers and men, if success- 
desirable an object may still apjiear, there ful, to excite their diligence and activity 
ore measures yet untried, which, if enforced, in the service. The owners of the slave 
Ufould quickly annihilate this bate traffic. It ships, and such merchants as anbark their 
ought to be declared piracy by the united capital in the detet^able trade, should, when 
consent of all nations, and every slave deteeted, be held accountable for their eon- 
vessel as such should be liable to be duct. At present, these gnilty adventurers 
seized by the ships of every country, are exposed only to triflmg consequences, 
commissioned for the purpose. Tribunals, The wretch in Cuba who charters his 
consisting of upright and decisive judges, vessels in this trsffic, if she be captured, 
should be appointed at convenient locali- never suffers more punishment than the 
ties, to which the piratical officers and condemnation of her in a mixed commis- 
crew should be sent for trial; and when sioned court. The capital embarked in 
convicted, not any consideration should pre- this horrid trade by a British merchant, 
vent their execution within twenty-four hours subjects him merely to a small diminution 
tffter condemnation — the same time which of property by the loss of his cargo, if the 
the law of England allows a murderer to vessel be seized — and this is the only conae- 
live after he has received sentence of quence which at present is attached to his 
death. The operation of this law would infamous specolation. 



RESOLUTIONS ON THE SUBJECT OF AMEBICAN SLAVERV. 

Our space this month prevents our inserting more than the subjoined Resolu- 
tions>of the United Associate Synod. This body represents the " United Seces- 
sion" in Great Britain, which comprehends about 350 Congregations and 22 
Presbyteries} including the far greater part of the Dissenting Piesbyterian 
Churches of Scotland. The resolutions, together with a letter which accom- 
panied them, were drawn up in conformity with the following motion, unani- 
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mously adopted by the Synod on the 21st of April last. '^ That the Synod shall 
appoint a Committee to prepare a draft of an affectionate, respectful, and faith- 
fdl address to the Christian churches in the United States of America, in refer- 
ence to the evils of negro slaYeiy, and of the prejudioea against color, as these 
exist in the United States; and the * obligations under which Christians are 
placed, to adopt immediate measures for the emancipation of this long oppress- 
ed class of their fellow-countrymen/' We regret our inability to notice the 
letter embodying these resolutions. It is mild in its tone, courteous in its forms 
of expression, yet decided in its principles, and awakening in its appeals to the 
heart and conscience of the people addressed. As it is published under the 
title of An Address on Negro Slavery^ to the Christian Churches in the United 
States of America, by the United Associate Synod, our readers may obtain it 
for themselves. The resolutions are as follows : — 

1. That we hold, as one " of those things legislatire abolition of slareiy throughout 
that are most surely believed among us/' the colonies of Great Britain. 

that the treating of human beings as pro- 4. That, while we. cherish a fraternal 

perty, without an express permission from esteem and affection for Christians and 

Him who is the supreme proprietor, is < Christian churches in every land — for " all 

utterly repugnant to the principles both of who in every place call on the name of the 

reason and revelation— equally inconsistent Lord Jesus, both theirs and ours," we re- 

with the law of justice and of love — an gard with peculiar interest the Christians 

ontrage on human nature, and an insult to and Christian churches of the United States 

its Author. of America — not so much because many of 

2. That, believine that " God hath made these Christians are sprung from a common 
of one blood all nations of men to dwell on ancestry, and many of these Christian* 
all the fkce of the earth/' and that '* in churches both hold the same doctrinal sen* 
Christ Jesus" aU beUevers ar6, in relation, timents, and maintain the same ecclesias- 
and character, and privilege, *' one," with- tical polity with ourselves — as for their dis- 
out respect to distinction of color, any tinguished zeal, ener^, and perseverance^ 
more than of origin, or sex, or age, or sta- ** works of faith and labours of love" — for 
tion, we maintain that all men yielding obe- the unprecedented exertions they are making 
dience to the laws of civil society have an for the universal and thorough Christianiza- 
equal right to the secure enjoyment of life, tion of their own couutiy and of the world, 
liberty, and property ; that all Christians * 5. That, in proportion to the esteem and 
yieldmg obedience to the law of Christ are affection with which we regard the Chris- 
equally entitled to the joint participation of tians and Christian churches of the United 
all the ordinances appointed for the mem- States of America, are the astonishment 
bers of the church ; and that it is the duty and grief with which we have heard that, 
of the followers of Jesus to ** honour aU among the members, and even among the 
men, and to " love the brotherhood," and office-bearers of some of these churches, are 
to express these sentiments by a coxxe- to be found proprietors of, and even dealers 
spondlng conduct. in, slaves — that not only private individuals, 

3. That we contemplate — with deep sor- but some ecclesiastical bodies, have en- 

xow and reeret, the enormous guilt which gaged in a shocking, though happily hope- 

our own nation has contracted by the pryuc- less, attempt to reconcile these monstrous 

tices of holding and trading in slaves ; prac- practices with the law of God and the gos- 

tices persisted in for a long course of years, pel of Jesus Christ ; and that to such an 

notwithstanding the clearest exposition of extent does the irrational and unchristian 

their impiety, injustice, inhumanityi and prejudice connected with these practices 

impolicy — with devout wonder, the for- prevail, that, not merely in the ^ordinary in- 

bearance of God in not having shown his tercourse of society, but even in the most 

righteous displeasure, by involving in com- sacred institutions of religion, men of color 

mou ruin those who perpetrated, and those are treated as if they belonged to an inferior 

who"permitted, such enormous crimes — and species — acknowledged, indeed, to be fel- 

with lively gratitude, first to God, and then low-Christians, yet dealt with as if they 

to the benevolent men whom he honoured were not fellow-men. 

as the instruments of his mercy, those two 6. That we greatly rejoice to know that 

great national measures — the legislative just sentiments on these subjects are not 

abolition of the British slave trade, by de- only held by many individual Christians in 

daring that traffic to be felony, and the the United States, but are clearly and for- 
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eibly ezpresaed in the symbolical bookii of right, uncharitably to judge or magisterially 
some oi the churches, and that there is a to dictate — ^rememberiag that '< every man 
rapidly increasing conviction of the reality must give an account of himself to God/' 
and nu^nitude of the evils specified, mani- and hoping that our Christian brethren in 
festing itself in vigorous exertions for their America will not be backward either to re- 
complete removal; and, although sensible ceive or to return, when circumstances shall 
of the numerous and powerful obstacles seem to them to require it, the kind office of 
which our Christian bre^en, both in their faithful admonition, we are constrained, by 
political and eccleuastical capacity, have to the love we bear to our Iiord, the regard we 
surmount in order to their success in this have for his authority, the jealousy we feel 
sacred enterprise, we confidently trust, thai for the honour of his name, and uie desire 
by the blessing of God on the faithful state- we cherish for the prospen^ of his cause, 
ment of Christian truth, and the impartial as well as by our cordial affection for breth- 
ezercise of Christian discipline, these un- ren, for whom " we labour fervently in our 
seemly stains on the fair character of Ameri- prayers that they may stand perfect and 
can Christianity will be wiped away, and so complete in all the will of God,'^ to strength- 
powerful an influence be exercised' by a en their hands, and encourage their hearts 
purified church over the national mind, as in the arduous but honourable work to which 
shall secure ere long the legislative abolition our Lord is now loudly calling them, by 
of slavery throughout the whole territory of urging them by the regard we know they 
a people, the Uberaltty of whose political have tor the authority of God, the grace of 
institutions gives them so high a place among the Saviour, the honour of Christianity, and 
.the nations, while it contrasts so strangely the salvation of the world, to employ the 
with the permission of slavery and the slave- mighty influence which God has given them, 
trade ; and hopefully anticipate that the de- ana wh\ch brings along with it a corre- 
gradation of character which is said to be- spending weight of responsibility, in loosing 
lo{ig to men of color in the United States, '*the bands of wickedness, undoing the 
and the contempt and dislike which have heavy burdens, letting . the oppressed go 
alternately heea the cause and the effect of free, taking away from the midst of them 
that degradation, will not long survive the the yoke, and the putting forth of the fin- 
dissolution of the unnatural state of society ger, that so '* their light," Which has al- 
in which they both originate. ready " gone forth .to the morning," " may 
7. That disclaiming, as fellow-servants of shine more and i^ore unto the perfect 
a common Master, all disposition, as well aa day." 



PREJUDICE AGAINST COLOR AT THE LORD'S TABLE. 

Miu Editob. — A few Sabbaths since, I to a pew. They departed, looking sorrow- 
witnessed the following most heart-rending ful and heart-broken. The communicants 
scene, at the communion-table of our as- were ordered to depart in peace. " Now," 
cend^d Lord. The ordinance was delivered says the minister, " if there are any of our 
to the communicants as they cailie up and colored friends who wish to come, they can 
knelt around the altar. Twenty or more come." The two colored ladies modestly 
could kneel around it at a time. One class and meekly took their place at the altar. In 
came up, knelt and received thd ordinance, ft cold, indifferent way the sacrament was 
and were bid depart in p^u^e. A second administered. The minister turned from 
class came, received the ordinance, and them as soon as they had received it, and 
were told to depart in peace. A third class lefV them kneeling^ without repeating the' 
came, and were received in a similar way. usual form,' " Depart in peace," &c. At 
A fourth class came ; there were -eight or -length they rose and departed, 
ten who came. The minister waited, and Dear brother, what shall be said of this t 
urged all to come. Soon two respectable- Are there no prejudices against color 1 
looking colored females detached them- Must there be a distinction at the altar of 
selves from the congregation, walked down God ? Will God's dear children be distin- 
the aisle, went aroimd to one end of the guished by their color in the grave? At 
altar, away from the rest, and were about to the bar of God 1 In heaven ? C. 
kneeL The minister at this time samr them, Frpm the Friend of Man, 
and checked them, and motioned them away 
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EAST INDIA SLAVERY. 
No. I. 

The people of this country have heen grossly deluded into the helief 
that slavery has ceased throughout their dominions. Many of them are 
totally ignorant of the fact, that it ever had an existence in any other part 
of the empire than that to which the Aholition Act of 1834 related ; and 
others, who were acquainted with its existence on the continent of India, 
ime^ned that it was totally aholished hy the act renewing the East India 
charter in 1833. All classes of the community have consequently spoken 
of slavery as defunct, and we have begim to address ourselves to the re- 
flecting and virtuous of other nations, in order to stimulate them to an 
imitation of our example. Yet the state of the case turns out to be vastly 
difFerent from what we had imagined. To say nothing of the pseudo-free- 
dom which has been granted to the negro population of the West India 
colonies, da/oery still exists in the British Empire^ and is producing to a 
fsast extent its genuine results of d^radation, misery^ and crime. The remote 
position of the continent of India, and the little which has hitherto been 
known in this country of the institutions, habits, and character of its popu- 
lation, ftdly a^oimt for the ignorance which generally prevails of the ex- 
istence of this fearful scourge amongst some of its tribes. It is more diffi- 
cult to account for the erroneous impression made upon the leaders of the 
abolition party respecting the bearing of the East India charter of 1833 on 
the extinction of slavery. Even Mr. Buxton, the faithful and untiring ad- 
vocate of human freedom, partook of this impression, as appears by some 
remarks which he made in his place in parliament, when informed by Sir 
J. C Hobhouse, that nothing had yet been done fot the extinction of slavery 
in our eastern dominions. The parliamentary leader of the abolitionists is 
reported to have said on that occasion, " that his impression at the time of 
the passing of the charter, was, that slavery was to be abolished in India ;" 
adding, that " if that was an erroneous impression, the fact would create a 

strong feeling throughout this country." 

R 
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It would be idle now to inquire bow tbis impression was obtained. We 
bave a more important question to solve, and to tbat we must address our- 
selves. The existence of slavery is admitted. In one remote portion of 
our empire it yet finds a lurking place. It tbere revels in impunity, free 
firom the observation of the enlightened, and protected by the indolence 
and selfishness of the resident authorities. British Christians, shall it con- 
tinue ? To you we make our appeal, and humanity and religion enforce 
it. You determined the issue of our former struggle ; may we not calcu- 
late on your aid in this ? Take up, then, again the weapons by which you 
carried the colonial question. Let information be circulated, let public 
meetings be held, and the attention of parliament be invited to the subject. 
As great a mass of himian wretchedness now claims your pity as formerly 
nerved your hearts to generous and successful eflfbrt. The Anti-Slavery so- 
cieties of England and Scotland will here find an appropriate and honour- 
able field for exertion. Their triumph is incomplete, their object imat- 
tained, while a single British subject is recognized as the property, or made 
to labour merely for the benefit, of his fellow -man. We therefore respect- 
fully, but most earnestly entreat their attention to this subject, and in the 
meanwhile shall furnish our readers with all the information we can obtain 
bearing upon it. It is in vain to look to the authorities of India, as Sir J. C. 
Hobhouse appears to do, for any spontaneous movement on this point. ^^A 
vis inertlOB" remarks A. D. Campbell, Esq., in his reply to the Commis- 
sioners for Indian Affairs, ^' hostile to all change, seems inherent in the local 
governments of India, imbibed perhaps from the people subject to their 
rule, whose characteristic peculiarity is a tenacity of long-established cus- 
toms. Even when improvements-are suggested by the constituted authorities, 
the voice of their servants has little weight in favour of new measures. 
Responsibility is avoided by following the beaten track, and silence is the 
safest reply to those who propose a deviation from it, even for the sake of 
humanity. The outcry raised in India against the Suttee was long power- 
less, until it returned reverberated from the British shore; and that 
against slavery will continue disregarded, unless it receives support from 
all the energy of the home government." In perfect accordance with this 
testimony, the same gentleman remarks, " During the twenty-two ye^ 
that I resided in India, or since 1808, no material changes have taken place 
in the condition of the slaves in the territories subject to Madras.*' 

We have now before us a parliamentary paper, ordered to be printed 
by the House of Commons, on the sixth of March, 1834, which contains 
important information on the origin^ extent^ and character of slavery, as it 
exists in our eastern possessions. In our present number we shall confine 
ourselves to extracts illustrative of the first of these points, reserving the 
other two for future illustration. 

The most important information contained, in these papers is fitumished 
by T. H. Baber, Esq., whose residence in India during a period of thirtyr 
two years, and his active employment in every department of the public 
service, eminently qualify him to give evidence on the subject 
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My duties/' says this gentleman, who appears to have been honourably distin- 
guished by his humane and enlightened treatment of a degraded portion of the hu- 
man family, in replying to the questions of the commissioners, '^ have also led me to 
constant official intercourse, upon a variety of subjects, with the political residents 
at the durbars (courts) of the neighbouring states of Mysore, Coorg, Cochin, and 
Travancore, some of which related to slaves, either who had been compelled by 
constant ill-treatment from their masters in Malabar to take refuge in the terri- 
tories of Coorg or Mysore rajahs, or to slaves who had been kidnapped in Tra- 
Tancore and sold to British subjects, and even to free-bom children of various 
castes of Hindoos, subjeciis of the Cochin or Travancore rajahs, reduced to 
slavery in the Honourable Company's dominions, who had been procured by 
the most fraudulent and violent means, and deprived of their caste by cutting 
off the lock of hair (the distinguishing mark of their caste) by making them eat 
prohibited food, and by otherwise disguising and polluting them. 

" By these means, as well as by personal inquiries, when 1 have visited the 
adjacent districts of the neighbouring states of Mysore, Coorg, Cochin, and 
Travancore, or when business or pleasure has brought the respectable natives 
of those countries to where 1 have been in authority, 1 have become acquainted, 
amongst other subjects of interest, with the prevailing ' slavery' throughout, I 
may say, the western provinces south of the Kistna to the extremity of the In- 
dian continent. Cape Comorin, or properly Kanya Coomarl. 

" In all the countries above enumerated, the varieties and sources of domestic 
slavery are very numerous ; namely, those persons who are the offspring or 
descendents of free-bom persons captured during wars ; out-caste Hindoos, 
who had been sold into slavery under or by former governments ; kidnapped 
persons brought by bungarries and other travelling merchants from distant in- 
land states, and sold into slavery ;* persons imported from the ports in the Per- 
sian Gulf, in the Red Sea, or from the African coast ; persons sold, when 
children, by their own parents in times of famine or great dearth ; the offspring 
of illegitimate connexions, that is, of cohabitation between low-caste Hindoo 
men and Brahmin women, and generally between Hindoos of different cartes, 
or within the prohibited degrees of kindred ; persons who, in consideration of 
a sum of money, or in discharge of a security for the payment of a debt, have 
bound themselves, by a voluntary contract, to servitude, either for life or a 
limited period, all which have in former times, or do now prevail, more or less, 
wherever domestic slavery is found, but chiefly in the southern Mahratta country, 
both in th^ Company's and Jagheer portion of it, and in the Kolapore rajah's 
dominions ; also in those of Coorg and M^^sore."* 

British cupidity appears to have aggravated the horrors of slavery in 
the East as well as elsewhere. Not content with perpetuating a state of 
society so incompatible with human virtue and happiness, many of the 
agents of the East India Company seem to have regarded the slave popu- 
lation as mere beasts of burden, without social affections or moral capa- 
bilities. 

'* How or whence," says Mr. Baber, " this oppressive and crael practice, not 
only of selling slaves off the estate where they were bora and bred, but actually 
of separating husbands and wives, parents and children, and thus severing all 
the nearest and dearest associations and ties of our common nature, originated, 

* Piiges 3, 4. 
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it woidd be difficult to say ; but I have no doubt^ and never had in my oVe 
mind, that it has derived support, if not its origin, from that impolitic measure, 
in 1798, of giving authority to the late Mr. Murdoch Brown, while overseer of 
the Company's plantations in Malabar, upon the representation of ' the diffi- 
culties he experienced,' even with ' the assistance of the tehsildar,' (the head 
native authority), and ' his own peons/ (armed persons, with badges of office), 
* to procure workmen,' and * of the price of free labour being more than he was 
authorized to give,' to purchase indiscriminately as many slaves as he might re- 
quire to enable him to carry on the works of that plantation ; and of actually 
issuing orders to the European as well as to the native local authorities, to assist 
him (Mr. Brown), and even to restore slaves who had ran away, and returned 
to Iheir homes, (without any orders to inquire the reason of their absconding), 
and who, as has since been ascertained from the surviving slaves themselves, had 
been actually kidnapped by the darogha (hf ad police officer of Chowghaut, in 
the southern parts of Malabar people), and sent up to North Malabar to Mr. 
Brown, which person had continued, up to 1811, or for a period of twelve years, 
under this alleged authority, granted by the Bombay government, to import 
slaves and free-bom children from the Cochin and Travancore states, when by 
the merest accident this nefarious traffic came to my knowledge, and which, 
after considerable opposition on the patt of the provincial Court of Circuit, I 
succeeded in putting a stop to, after having restored to liberty and their country 
123 persons who had been stolen, of whom 71 were actually found in Mr. 
Brown's possession."* 

Colonel James Welsh, who had resided many years in the East Indies, 
gives a similar view of the origin of the slavery existing there. 

" Great numbers,'* he says, " used formerly to be kidnapped from a distance, 
and sold by dealers for both domestic and agrestic purposes. Others are bom 
of parents in a state of slavery. Many have been and still are sold in infancy, 
by parents and relations, particularly in times of famine and scarcity, to any 
bne who will purchase them ; and others used to be captured in war, particu- 
larly by Mahomedan conquerors." t 

The testimony of A. D. Campbell, Esq., a resident in India during twenty- 
two years, and who occupied successively several important civil and ju- 
dicial stations, is to the same effect. 

" In the territories under the Madras government," he says, *' slaves are of two 
distinct descriptions; the one includes the great slave population termed ^agrestic 
slaves,' or such as are usually employed in the field, though occasionally also 
in other labour. These consist exclusively of Hindoos, who become such by 
birth alone, in the peculiar castes which the usage of India has doomed to he- 
reditary bondage. This species of slavery does not exist at all in the central 
provinces of the Indian peninsula, such as the Ceded Districts, or Mysore 
peopled by the Carnatacka nation ; and I believe it is also unknown in the 
Northern Circars, Nellore, &c., or in the country where the people speak the 
Telinga language ; but it is common in the southern provinces of the peninsula, 
or wherever the Tamil language is spoken, and it assumes its worst form on the 
western coast of the peninsula, or in the provinces of Malabar and Canara. The 
other description of slaves consists of those who may be termed domestic, from 
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being employed only in the house itself. This kind of slavery may be found all 
over, the Madras territory, but is exceedingly rare. Individuals generally become 
domestic slaves by being sold when children by their parents, in years of scarcity 
approaching to famine ; for famine itself, in the British territories, is happily now 
nearly unknown. A Hindoo, however, who buys a child on such an occasion, 
treats it as a Briton would ; not as a slave, but rather as a servant to whom food 
and raiment are due, and whose wages have been advanced to maintain the 
existence of the authors of its being, authorized by nature to contract for its 
service until it is old enough to confirm or cancel such compact. The text of 
the Hindoo law, as w^ell as its practice, clearly maintains such compacts to be 
temporary only, for it expressly mentions the gift of two head of cattle as an- 
nulling them, and entitling the child to legal emancipation ; but such fine is 
entirely nominal ; it is never practically exacted ; and on the child attaining 
maturity it is, in practice, as free amongst the Hindoos as amongst Britons, un- 
less long habit or attachment induces it voluntarily to acquiesce in a continua- 
tion of its service. The Mussulman law acknowledges the legality of treating 
as slaves all infidels conquered by the faithful ; but its text is entirely opposed 
to the purchase of free children for the purpose of reducing them to a state of 
bondage ; yet, in practice, compacts such as are described above, confer perma- 
nent rights on the Mahomedan purchaser ; for, under the spirit of proselytism 
which characterizes the Mussulman's faith, a male infant is no sooner purchased 
than it is circumcised ; and, whether male or female, it is invariably brought up 
in the Mahomedan creed, which, if it be a Hindoo (as is usually the case), ir- 
revocably excludes it from all return to its parents or relations. Besides the 
purchase of children in years of scarcity, I have heard of natives, to cancel a 
debt, voluntarily selling themselves as domestic slaves for a certain number of 
years, but this is unusual ; and though classed as a species of servitude, it more 
resembles that of persons serving under written articles in Europe, than slavery 
of even the most qualified description. There can also be no doubt that chil- 
dren are sometimes kidnapped and sold as slaves, without the knowledge of 
their parents. As superintendent of police at Madras, 1 succeeded in 1818 in 
restoring several such children to their parents, amongst the lowest and poorest 
of the Hindoos ; and their anxiety to recover infants, whom they in all proba- 
bility found it very difficult to support, would have done honour to the highest 
classes of European society. I may add, that from Malabar, a province on the 
western coast of the peninsula, where the ancient institutions of the Hindoo 
government have descended to our own times nearly unimpaired, I recollect 
one trial having come before the Sudder Foujdary Court in 1830, in which the 
members of a high-caste Hindoo family, to conceal the disgrace to which they 
would have been exposed from retaining one of the daughters whose chastity 
was more than suspected, forcibly carried her off* to a distant province, where 
they were taken up, on account of endeavouring to dispose of her as a domestic 
slave."* 

We shall resume this subject next month, and, in the meantime, shall 
be gratified by receiving any communications which may. serve to throw 
light upon it. It is only for the extent and character of the evil to be 
generally kno^vn, and its doom will speedily be pronounced by the 
British public. 

* Pages 30, 31. 
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RELIGIOUS STATE OF THE SLAVE POPULATION IN SOUTH 

CAROLINA AND GEORGIA. 

The following "facts '' are stated in a " Report of the Synod of South Carolina 
and Georgia, to whom waj9 referred the subject of the Rdigious Instruction of 
the colored population^ at its late session, in Colombia^ S. C. Published hj order 
of the Synod," in the Charleston Observer of March 22, 1834. 

'* From long continued and close observation," say the Synod by their com-: 
mittee, " we believe that their (the colored population's) moral and religious 
condition is such, as that they may justly be considered the heathen bf this 
Christian country, and mil bear comparison with heathen in any country in the 
world, 

" Before we attempt to set forth the duty [to evangelize these heathen] it will 
be proper to show, that the negroes are destitute of the privileges of the gospel, and 
ever will he, under the present state of things. There were some exceptions to 
this, they say, and they ' rejoice ' in it ; but, although our assertion is broad, we 
believe that, in general, it will be found to be correct. 

" A people may be said to enjoy the privileges of the gospel, when they have, 
1st, free access to the Scriptures ; 2nd, a regular gospel ministry ;drd, bouses 
for public worship ; 4th, the means of grace in their own dwellings. In relation 
to the first of these— /rcc access to the Scriptures — it is universally the feet 
throughout the slave-holding states, that either custom or law prohibits to them 
the acquisition of letters, and consequently they can have no access to the Scrip- 
tures; * ♦ * * so that they are dependent for their knowledge of 
Christianity upon oral instruction ; as much so as the unlettered heathen, when 
first visited by our missionaries. 

" Have they, then, that amount of oral instruction which, in their circum- 
stances, is necessary to their enjoyment of the gospel ? In other words, have 
they a regular and efficient ministry ? They have not. In the vast field extend- 
ing from an entire state beyond the Potomac to the Sabine river ; and from the 
Atlantic to the Ohio, there are, to the best of our knowledge, not twelve men 
exclusively devoted to the religious instruction of the negroes ! * * « The 
number [two millions of souls, and more] divided between them, would give 
to each a charge of near 170,000 ! - ^ 

" As to ministers of their own color, they are destitute infinitely both in point 
of numbers and qualifications : to say nothing of the fact that such a ministry is 
looked upon with distrust, and is discountenanced by the present state of feeling 
in the South, such a ministry could neither be obtained nor tolerated. 

''But do not the negroes have access to the gospel, through the stated ministry 
of the whites ? We answer, No ! The white population itself is but partially 
supplied with ministers ; such being the fact,',what becomes of the colored ? And 
the question may be asked with still greater emphasis, when we know that it has 
not been customary for our ministers when they accept calls for settlement, to 
consider servants as a regular part of their charge. * * If we take the supply 
of ministers to the whites now in the field, the amount of their labours in behalf 
of the negroes is small.*' Something has been done towards the ''religious 
instruction of the negroes ; but we venture the assertion, that if we take the 
whole number of ministers in the slaveholding states, but a very small portion 
pay any attention to them, * • » * « j^q effort is made to draw them 
out to church — ^but let them "come to hear the preaching of ministers to 
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^liite congregations, and such is the elevation of their language, &c. 
• * * they might as well preach in Hebrew or Greek. The negroes do 
not understand them. Hence their stupid looks, &c. * * * and their thin 
attendance. « * ♦ The whole (of the negroes), professors and non-profes- 
sors, are low in the scale of intelligence and morality ; and we are astonished 
thus to find Christianity in absolute conjunction with Heathenism, and yet con- 
ferring few or no benefits !'' They proceed : " The negroes have no regular and 
efficient ministry ; as a matter of course, no churches, neither is there sufficient 
room in white churches for their accommodation. 

"We know of but^vc churches in the slave-holding States built expressly for 
their use. These are all in the State of Georgia — all under colored pastors, in 
connexion with the Baptist Association, excepting one, which has been erected 
within the past year, by a Presbyterian clergyman, a member of this Synod, at 
his own expense — ^an expense of three or four hundred dollars ; and he supplies 
the pulpit himself gratuitously. 

" The galleries or back seats on the lower floor, of white churches, are 
generally appropriated to the negroes, when it can be done with convenience to 
the whites ; otherwise, the negroes who attend must catch the gospel as it 
escapes by the doors and windows. 

" We can furnish no accurate estimate of the proportion of negroes that attend 
divine worship on the sabbath, taking the slave-holding states together. From 
an extensive observation, however, we venture to say, that not a twentieth part 
attend J Thousands and thousands hear rtot the sound of the gospel, or ever enter 
a church from one year to another. 

" We may now inquire if they enjoy the privileges of the gospel, in private, in 
their own houses, and on their own plantations ? Again we return a negative 
answer. They have no Bibles to read at their own fire-sides — no family altars 
— ^and when in affliction, sickness, or death, they have no minister to address to 
them the consolations of the gospel, nor to bury them with solemn and appro- 
priate services. Sometimes a kind master will perform these offices. If the 
master is pious, the house servants alone attend family worship, and frequently 
few or none of these. 

" Here and th^e a master feels interested for the salvation of his servants, and 
is attempting something towards it, &c. We rejoice that there are such, and 
that the number is increasing. In general, we may however remark, that it does 
not enter into the arrangement of plantations, to make provision for their reli- 
gious instruction ; and so far as masters are engaged in this work, an almost 
'unbroken silence reigns over the vast field. 

"We feel warranted, therefore, in the conclusion, that the negroes are desti- 
tute of the privileges of the gospel, and must continue to he so, if nothing more is 
done for them.'* 



SLAVE MARKET AT NATCHES, ADAM'S COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI. 

The following account of the mode of buying and selling slaves at the South, 
is from a work entitled, " The South- West, by a Yankee." Hail, Columbia, 
happy land ! 

I accompanied a friend, (a planter) to the slave-market, which is situated 
about a mile from the city. It is composed of a cluster of rough wooden build- 
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ings, in the angle of two roads^ in front of which, several saddle hoises, either 
tied or held by servants, indicated a place of popular resort. 

Alighting, we left our horses in charge of a neatly dressed yellow boy belong- 
ing to the establishment. Entering through a wide gate into a narrow court- 
yard, partially enclosed by low buildings, a scene of a novel character was at 
once presented. A line of negroes, commencing at the entrance with the tallest, 
who was no more than five feet eight or nine inches in height — ^for negroes are 
a low, rather than a tall race of men — down to a little fellow of about teh years 
of age, extended in a semicircle around the righ£ side of the yard. There were 
in all about forty. With their hats in their hands, which hung down by their 
sides, they stood perfectly still, and in close order, while some gentlemen were 
passing from oqe to another examining for the purpose of buying. With the 
exception of displaying their teeth when addressed, and rolling their great white 
eyes about the court, they were so many statues of the most glossy ebony. As 
we entered the mart, one of the slave merchants approached us, saying, " Good 
morning, gentlemen ! Would you like to examine my lot of 'boys ? I have as 
fine a lot as ever came into market." We approached them, one of us as a 
curious spectator, the other as a purchaser ; and as my friend passed along the 
line, with a scrutinizing eye — ^giving that singular look peculiar to the buyer of 
slaves as he glanced from head to foot over each individual — the passive sub- 
jects of his observations betrayed no other signs of curiosity than that evinced 
by an occasional glance. The entrance of a stranger into the mart is by no 
means an unimportant event to the slaves, for every stranger may s,oon become 
his master and command his future destinies. But slaves are seldom strongly 
affected by any circumstance, and their reflections never give them much uneasi- 
ness. To the generality of them, life is niere animal existence, passed in phy- 
sical exertion or enjoyment. This is the case with the field-hands in particular, 
and more so with the females than the males, who through long life seldom see 
any other person than their master or overseer, or any other gentleman's dwell- 
ing than the " great bus," the " white house" of these domestic empires in 
which they are subjects. To this, class, a change of masters is a matter of in- 
difference ; they are handed from one to the other with the passiveness of a 
purchased horse. These constitute the lowest rank of slaves, and lowest grade 
in the scale of the human species. 

'' For what service particular did you want to buy }" inquired the trader, of 
my friend. ^' A coachman." " There is one I think may suit you. Sir," said he; 
^* George, step out here." Forthwith a light-coloured negro, with a fine figure 
and good face, bating an enormous pair of lips,- advanced a step from the Une; 
and looked with some degree of intelligence, though with an air t)f indifference, 
upon his intended purchaser. 

" How old are you, George ?" he inquired. " I don't recollect. Sir, xactly — 
b'lieve I'm somewhere 'boat twenty-dree." " Where were you raised }" '* On 

master R 's farm in Wirginny." *' Then you are a Virginian negro." 

^' Yes, massa, me full blood Wirginny." " Did you drive your master's car- 
riage?" ''Yes, massa, I drove ole missus* carriage more dan four years." 
" Have you a wife ?" " Yes, massa, I lef ' young wife in Richmond, but I got 
a new wife here in de lot. I wish you buy her massa, if you gwing to buy me." 

Then came a series of the usual questions from the intended purchaser. *' Let 
me see your teeth — ^your tongue — open your hands — roll up your sleeves — ^have 
you a good appetite? — are you good tempered ?" " Me get mad sometime," 
replied Georsje, to the laat query, *' but neber wid ray horses." " What do you 
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ask for this boy, Sir ?" inquired the planter^ after putting a few more ques- 
tions to the unusually loquacious slave. " I have held him at one thousand 
dollars, but I will take nine hundred and seventy-five cash." The bargain was 
in a few moments concluded, and my companion took the negro at nine 
hundred and fifty, giving negotiable paper — the customary way of paying for 
slaves at four months. It is, however, generally understood, that if servants 
prove unqualified for the particular service for which they are bought, the sale 
is dissolved. So there is in general perfect safety in purchasing servants un- 
tried, and merely on the warrant of the seller. George, in the meantime, stood 
by, with his hat in his hand, apparently unconcerned in the negotiations going 
on, and when the trader said to him^ " George, the gentleman has bought you ; 
get ready to go with him," he appeared gratified at the tidings, and smiled upon 
his companions, apparently quite pleased, and then bounded off to the build- 
ings f9r his little bundle. In a few minutes he returned and took leave of seve- 
ral of his companions, who having been drawn up into line only to be shown 
to purchasers, were now once more at liberty, and moving about the court, all 
the visitors having left except my friend and myself. '* You mighty lucky 
George," said one congratulating him, " to get sol so quick." " Oh, you neber 
min', Charley," replied the delighted George ; " your turn come soon too.'^ 

" You know who you massa be — ^whar he live ?" said another. " Not 
'xactly ; he lib on plantation somewhar her 'bout." After taking leave of his 
companions, George came, hat in hand, very respectfully, to his purchaser, and 
said, " Young massa, you nebber be sorry for buy George ; I make you a good 
servant. But — beg jxardon, massa — ^but — ^if massa would be so good as buy 
Jane — ** " Who is Jane ?" *' My wife since I come from Wirginny. ■ She good 
wife and good girl — she good seamstress and good nurse — make de nice shirts 
and ebery ting." ''Where is she, George?" ''Here she be, massa," said he, 
pointing to a bright mulatto girl, about eighteen, with a genteel figure and a 
lively countenance, who was waiting with anxiety the reply of the planter. 
Opposite to the line of males was also a line of females, extended along the left 
side of the court. They were about twenty in number, dressed in neat c^tlico 
frocks, white aprons and capes, [and fancy kerchiefs, tied in a mode peculiar to 
the negroes, upon their heads. Their whole appearance was extremely neat 
and /'tidy." They could not be disciplined to the grave silence observed by 
the males, but were constantly laughing and chattering with each other in 
suppressed voices, and appeared to take generally a livelier interest in the 
transactions in which all were equally concerned. The planter approached this 
line of female slaves, and inquired of the girl her capabilities as seamstress, 
nurse, and ironer. Her price was seven hundred and fifty dollars. He said he 
would take her to his family, and if the ladies were pleased with her, he would 
purchase her. The poor girl was as much delighted as though already pur- 
chased ; and, at the command of the trader, went to prepare herself to leave 
the mart. Some other negroes were purchased, several of whom appeared 
merely powerful combinations of bone and muscle, and the only idea sug- 
gested in the mind, in gazing upon them, was of a remarkable physical energy. 
In the dull [eye and fleshy mouth there was no expression indicative of in- 
tellect 
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' REPORT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY APPRENTICESHIP 

COMMITTEE. 

It was clearly foreseen by the adrocates of the immediate and entire 
emancipation of the slaves in the British colonies, that any measure which 
fell short of that would either be impracticable, or be administered in the 
^spirit of the old system which it was intended to supersede. In accordance 
with this view of the case the Anti-Slavery societies memorialized the go- 
vernment, petitioned the legislature, and finally, when defeated in their 
long-cherished hopes by Lord Stanley's measure, solemnly protested against 
the course which had been pursued, and threw the whole responsibility of 
it on his lordship, and those who aided him in clogging the act of freedom 
with the restriction of the £^prenticeship. 

Almost immediately after the Slavery Abolition Act went into operation in 
the colonies it was foimd by the planters less objectionable than they had 
supposed. It is true the power of flogging their bondsmen was taken from 
them, but the power to coerce involuntary labour still continued. It was 
transferred only ; and it was found also by the negroes that their condition, 
instead of being what they were led to expect, was in some respects worse 
than before. The planters, therefore, became, in great measure, reconciled 
to it — ^the apprentices loathed it. 

Information of the most painful character reached this country through a 
variety of respectable channels, stating that slavery was abolished only in 
name. So strong Were the representations made by the friends of the ne- 
groes, that the abolitionists again took the field, and resolved, at a public 
meeting, held in Exeter Hall, on the 15th of May, 1835, that a committee 
of inquiry was absolutely necessary to investigate the state of the law and 
practice under the new system in the colonies. In pursuance of this reso- 
lution, Mr. Buxton moved for a committee, on the 19th of June, 1835, 
which, after an interesting debate, he consented to withdraw, in conse- 
quence of certain statements made and pledges given by Sir George Gtey. 

From that period evidence began to multiply that the colonists were de- 
termined to retain as hiuch of the old system as possible ; and that, in 
point of fact, they had, to a great extent, been successful. Mr. Buxton 
was therefore enabled, in the early part of the last session of parliament, 
to lay such a case before the House of Commons as to obtain the appoint- 
ment of a select committee to inquire, &c. 

That Committee have directed their attention principally to Jamaica, 
and have made a report on so much of the evidence laid before them as 
afiFects that colony. This report we now present to our readers, as the 
groundwork for some stricture's which we purpose oiFering in succeeding 
numbers of our Magazine. At present we merely observe that the perusal 
of it has produced in our mind a feeling the reverse of satisfaction. We 
fear that the decision of the committee will operate injuriously on the in- 
terests of the negroes; but, when we consider the construction of the 
committee, composed, as it was, of four representatives of the government, 
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four interested in West India property, three neutrals, and only four who 
could be considered as decidedly the friends of the negro, we are not sur- 
prised at its general tenor. "We rejoice that the evidence accompanies the 
report, and that, consequently, all who feel interested in this subject will 
be able to form their own judgment how far the former is justified by the 
latter. One thing, howeyer, has struck us as not a little singular. It is 
this ; that no member of the Anti-Slayery Society was called on to produce 
the documentary evidence in illustration of their case, accumulated in their 
office. If any difficulty existed to the insertion on the minutes of evidence 
of the private correspondence which they had received, none could possibly 
exist to the depositions which they possessed. Sir Greoige Grey, we per- 
ceive, was permitted to quote largely the correspondence of Lord Sligo with 
the Colonial office ; but that, we shall be told, was official ; and to put on 
record also two letters of the Rev. Mr. Trew, which were private and im- 
official. This surely was a precedent which might have been followed in 
ihe other case. It may now be a question whether the documents referred 
to should not be published by the Society ; but this we leave for the con- 
sideration of its members, and proceed to lay the report itself before our 
readers. 

The Select Committee appointed to inquire into the working of the appren- 
ticeship system in the colonies^ the condition of the apprentices^ and the laws 
and regulations affecting them which have been passed^ and who were em- 
powered to report their observations thereupon, together with the minutes of 
the evidence taken before them to the house, — ^have examined the matters to 
them referred, and have agreed to the following report : 

Your Committee commenced their inquiry by examining the various enactments 
which have been passed in the colonies by the local legislatures, affecting the con- 
dition of the apprentices, with a view to ascertain the manner in which the inten- 
tion of the ImperialParliament, as expressed in the Act of Emancipation, have been 
carried into effect. They soon found, however, that it would be impossible for 
them to go through the whole subject in a satisfactory manner, during the 
present session, and determined to limit their investigation to Jamaica ; in which 
colony alone they have obtained evidence sufficiently complete to be fit for 
them to submit to the house, or to justify them in expressing an opinion. After 
having attentively considered the objections which had been urged against the 
Jamaica Acts, your Committee proceeded to obtain such information as was 
within their reach on the still more important questions connected with the 
practice, operations, and effects of the system of apprenticeship, which might 
serve to throw light upon the provisions of the laws which they had previously 
examined, or enable them to form a judgment of the present condition and 
future prospects of all classes of the inhabitants of the colony. 

Upon the subject of the laws which have been passed in Jamaica, affecting 
the apprentices, your Committee have examined several gentlemen of the legal 
profession, whose attention has been directed to them. A very full and minute 
examination of the objections which have been urged against them will be found 
in the appendix, especially in the evidence of Mr. Jeremie ; a reply to which 
is contained in that of Mr. Burge, the agent for the island. With reference to 
this subject, your Committee would also call your attention to the evidence of 
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Sir Qeotge Qrey, as afibrding an important addition to the information vhicfa 
has already been submitted to the house, of the views and conduct of the 
colonial office^ and of the governor of Jamaica, in this respect. 

Your committee are not prepared to express an opinion upon all the points 
which have been made matter of controversy, some of which appear to rest 
upon legal difficulties of considerable intricacy. They conceive that they shall 
best discharge their duty by calling the attention of the house to such questions 
alone as seem to them to involve substantial and practical consequences, aa well 
as important principles. 

The chief objections which have been taken to the Jamaica laws, which ap- 
peared to your committee to require a more detailed notice, are the follo^ring : 

1. The want of reciprocity in the amount and application of the penalties in- 
flicted by the authority of the special magistrates on managers and on appren- 
tices. 

This objection, as far as regards the application, was noticed by Lord Stanley, 
in a despatch of the 20th of February, 1834, commenting on the Jamaica Act, 
in which the following passage occurs : 

** The 49th clause enables the special magistrates to impose fines upon the 
parties entitled to the services of any apprenticed labourer fot any wrong or in- 
jury which he may sustain from such parties/' 

'^The 68th clause directs, that these fines shall be applied to the use of the 
island, as the Act has provided, that the apprentice should compensate by la- 
bour the loss which his employer may sustain from indolence, neglect, non- 
performance of work, or absence^ it seems but reasonable that the special magis* 
trate should have the power of compensating out of the fine the apprentice for 
the injury which he may have sustained from his employer, and I think thaC a 
clause should be introduced to that effect." 

No such clause, however, was introduced into the subsequent Act passed by 
the legislature of Jamaica, in pursuance of Lord Stanley's suggestions ; and 
Lord Sligo appears to have concurred in the course adopted by the House of 
Assembly, in reference to that subject. 

Your committee are of opinion, that in theory at least, the objection is well- 
founded, and they are not aware of any satisfactory reason for the omission of 
the clause recommended by Lord Stanley. No evidence has, however, been 
submitted to them of practical evil having arisen from this defect, to warrant any 
further recommendation on this point. 

2. The defective constitution of the tribunal, for the valuation of apprentices 
applying to purchase their freedom. 

With reference to this objection, your committee feel themselves bound to 
state, that a serious obstacle appears to have arisen to the fair and equitable 
operation of the process of compulsory manumission. It was clearly the inten- 
tion of the British parliament, that the apprentice should by law enjoy the right 
of having his services appraised at a fair valuation, at which he should be ena- 
bled to purchase his own freedom ; nor can your committee suppose, that the 
intention of the Jamaica legislature differed in this respect from that of the 
British parliament. They find, however, that undue and excessive valuations 
are alleged, on official authority, in many instances to have occurred ; and they 
cannot but attribute this evil, 'in a great measure, to the constitution of tho 
tribunal to which the valuation is bylaw confided; and which appears to them 
to give an \mdue preponderance to colonial magistrates. Although no valua- 
tion can take place in which the special magistrate does not concur, it is equaUy 
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'true tlmt both or either of the colonial magistrates may, by adhering to a higher 
appraisemeot than that which the special magistrate thinks just, render the pro- 
ceeding nugatory. They have reason, however, to believe, that the more com- 
mon effect in such cases has been, that a value has been set upon the services of 
the apprentice by a compromise between the respective magistrates. 

Your committee find, that this subject has formed the topic of much corre- 
spondence between the Secretary of State and the Governor of Jamaica, by whom 
it was brought at an early period under the consideration of the goveniment. 
Instructions have been at various times addressed to Lord Sligo, with a view to 
prevent the continuance of this evil ; and he has recently been directed to sug- 
g^est to the legislature of Jamaica, sueh an alteration of the law, as is calculated 
to place the constitution of the tribunal upon a satisfactory footing. Your com- 
mittee cannot but express a confident hope, that the legislature of Jamaica will 
give a proipapt attention to this recommendation, which your committee 'Conceive 
that they are bound, by good faith and every consideration of justice, to carry 
into full effect. 

3. The want of adequate protection to the special magistrates against vexa- 
tious prosecutions. 

To the principle involved in this objection, your committee attach the utmost 
importance. They are of opinion, that the beneficial working of the present 
system and the full protection of the rights of the apprentices, depend even 
more on the administration of the law, than on the provisions of the law itself. 
They consider it of the greatest consequence, that the independence of the spe- 
cial magistrates in the discharge of their duty should be effectually maintained ; 
and that, while they are subject to a vigilant. superintendence on the part of the 
executive government, they should not be exposed to any well-founded appre- 
hension of a want of due protection against vexatious proceedings. 

Two cases have been stated to your committee in which actions of trespass 
have been brought against special magistrates for acts performed in their magis- 
terial capacity, and damages were obtained, which, together with the costs of 
the action, it would be altogether beyond the means of the defendants to defray. 
In each case a new trial was expected to take place, and the final decision is 
not yet ascertained. 

Your committee deem it right to observe, that, by an Act passed in Jamaica, 
in 1834, usually termed the 'Act in Aid,' a protection which was not comprised 
in the original Act was afforded to the magistrates. This Act expired at the 
end of 1835^ but has been subsequently re-enacted for a period co-extensive 
with the apprenticeship. The actions referred to were both tried during the in- 
terval when this Act was not in force, and its re-enactment may render it im- 
probable, that actipns of a similar nature will hereafter be brought. 
, Your committee have ascertained the intentions of the government in both of 
these cases in the event of the verdicts being ultimately sustained ; the result 
will be, the effectual protection of the individual defendants from eveniiial loss ; 
but should there be any repetition of actions against special magistrates not ap- 
pearing to rest on solid foundation, your committee cannot think that the evil 
would be met of any thing short of some legislative enactment, which would 
secure any special magistrate acting bond fide in the discharge of his duty, from 
harassing and vexatious prosecutions. 

The Governor of Jamaica has been directed to bring this subject also under 
the consideration of the legislature, and your committee abstain from any more 
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specific lecommendatioQ on ibis point in the hope that the meagures already 
taken for checking the evil^ inay prove adequate to the attainment of the ohject. 

4. It has been observed, as an objection against the Jamaica law, that it con- 
tains no enactment to regulate the distribution of the time which the apprentice 
is bound weekly to give to his employer. The interpretation put upon the law 
in this respect in Jamaica negatives the presumption of the legal right on the 
part of the employer to exact from his apprentice continuous labour to ah un- 
reasonable extent, and in practice nine hours appears to be the utmost amount 
of labour to which the apprentices in Jamaica are subject in one day by com- 
pulsory process. Whatever time they may give to their employers beyond this 
limit appears to be by arrangement, and for remuneration mutually agreed 
upon. It is, however, universally admitted, that^ subject to the qualification 
before adverted to, the employer has a legal right to apportion the hours of 
labour, the result has been the want of uniformity in the distribution of the legal 
time. Twp systems are prevalent in Jamaica ; the one termed the nine hours' 
system, by which the apprentice works nine hours a day for four days in the 
week, and four and a half on the fifth day, having the half of Friday and the 
whole of Saturday at his own disposal. The other is termed the eight hours* 
system, by which he works eight hours a day for four days in the week, and 
eight and a half on the fifth. 

From the evidence which your committee have received on this subject, there 
appears to be no doubt, that the former system is very generally and decidedly 
approved by the apprentices^ as it leaves them a large portion of time, ^e from 
interruption at their own disposal, for the cultivation of their grounds or for any 
other purpose. Your committee are convinced that that system must prove 
most conducive to the interests of the employers, which will secure the most 
cheerful acquiescence on the part of the apprentices, and they cannot but ex- 
press their hope, that the example which has been set on many of the larger 
properties, of meeting the wishes of the apprentices on this subject, by an adhe- 
rence to the nine hours' system, will be generally followed throughout the 
island. 

In connexion with this subject, your committee would observe, that they have 

examined into the discontinuance of certain indulgences which' were usually 

. granted to the negro when in a state of slavery, and which it has been urged are 

secured to him in the same manner as the other allowances by the Imperial Act, 

during the period of the apprenticeship. 

Although your committee do not feel warranted in putting this construction 
upon the Act, yet they conceive, that it is to be regretted^ that those indul- 
gences should in any case be withheld, as long as the apprentice works in a 
proper manner for his employer, during the time which he is bound to give him; 
unless indeed a compensation is given to him by an increased amount of wages 
for the extra labour which he voluntarily undertakes to peifc m ; a plan which 
seems to have been adopted by Mr. Shirley, upon his estates, with equal judg^ 
ment and humanity. It appears that these indulgences have been very gene- 
rally continued, to the apprentices upon the larger properties. 

5. Your committee have felt it their duty to institute a strict inquiry into the 
alleged cases of corpoi^l punishment inflicted on female apprentices. They 
found that this subject had engaged the close attention both of the local. govern- 
ment of Jamaica and of the government of this colony, and that measures had 
already been taken to prevent the recurrence of the violation of that most im- 
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portant enactment^ contained alike in the Imperial Act for the Abolition of 
Slavery, and in the Jamaica statute, which prohibits the infliction of corporal 
punishment on female apprentices. 

The result of Lord- Sligo's inquiry upon this point, led to the discovery of 
many instances of a practice of this nature, existing for offences against the dis- 
cipline of the workhouse in the houses of correction in Jamaica, not under the 
immediate control of the executive government, but subject to local regulations 
and superintendence. Your committee are happy to observe that the legality 
of this punishment has in no instance been asserted, but that all parties in 
Jamaica have concurred in its being contrary to the enactment in the Abolition 
Act before referred to. In several cases prosecutions were instituted against the 
offenders, by order t)f the governor ; in one recent case the party was convicted, 
and the illegalit}' of the punishment thereby established. As, however, some 
doubt has been thrown upon the construction which may be placed on the law 
in this respect, your committee are of opinion, that it is essential thaf such doubt 
should be effectually removed. The attention of the House of Assembly of 
Jamaica has been directed to the subject, and as they had distinctly recorded 
their opinion of the illegality of this mode of punishment, your committee en- 
tertain the fullest confidence, that they will not fail to take such measures as 
will prevent the possibility of the continuance of a practice at once contrary 
to law, and abhorrent to the best feelings of our nature. 

In connexion with this branch of their inquiry, your committee feel it right 
to express their opinion that the practice of working females in chains (of a 
light description it is true) when in the penal gang, is open to serious objection. 
Although it may be expedient, and even necessary, that female apprentices 
should be sentenced in some cases to the penal gang, your committee consider 
that the labour and degradation involved in that punishment, would be a suffi- 
cient object of terror without the addition of chains, and that the effect of this 
addition cannot fail to have an injurious influence on the characters and feelings 
of individuals. They are of opinion, that, in the infliction of punishment, care 
ought to be taken to avoid any thing which needlessly tends to lessen that self- 
respect, which, in the female character especially, it is of the highest importance 
to maintain, or, when it does not exist, to create. 

6. Strong objections have been urged against the present state of the law with 
regard to marriages, which confines to clergymen of the Church of England the 
power of solemnizing the marriage ceremony. It appears to your committee 
to be of the utmost consequence in such a state of society as now exists in 
Jamaica, that all ground for these complaints should be speedily and completely 
removed. They do not, however, feel it necessary to dilate upon this subject, 
as they find that the same view of it has been taken by Lord Glenelg, and they 
concur jn the trust expressed by his lordship in his circular of the 5th of Marcli, 
1836, to the Governors of the West India Colonies, that the local legislatures 
^* will promptly and diligently apply themselves to the work of nQaturing a 
liberal and comprehensive law, dispelling all doubts respecting the validity of 
marriages already celebrated by the missionaries, and removing all obstacles to 
their solemnizing such contracts hereafter amongst the members of their various 
congregations.*' 

7- The present conduct of that portion of the negro population which was 
under the age of six years on August 1st, 1834, and is consequently free, has 
been forcibly urged upon the attention of your committee by several competent 
and respectable witnesses. It appears that there exists a general disinclination 
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on the part of the parents of those children to suffer them to hecome apprentices; 
(a circumstance which your committee cannot but consider indicative of the 
just value which the negroes attach to freedom ;) that the means of education 
are provided for them in a most inadequate manner, and the consequence is, 
that they are growing up for the most part in ignorance and idleness. • Your 
committee need not dwell upon the great importance to the future prospects of 
the West India colonies^ that bad habits should not be formed in the minds of the 
rising generation, which are but too likely to become contagious. With a view 
to prevent so great an evil^ your committee trust that the legislature of Jamaica 
will take immediate measures (as they have stated their willingness to do) for 
the better encouragement of schools, which, independently of the peculiar case 
of the children who have been referred to, appear to be exceedingly wanted for 
the general use of the negro community, and in that event, your committee 
hope, that parliament may feel disposed to contribute, in future sessions, yet 
more liberally than they have already done, towards the attainment of this most 
pressing and momentous object. 

Your committee have thus commented upon the principal points which have 
been brought before their notice, and upon a general review of the evidence 
which they have received, they conceive that they are warranted in expressing 
a belief, that the system of apprenticeship in Jamaica is working in a manner 
not unfavourable to the momentous change from slavery to freedom, which is 
now going on there. They perceive undoubtedly, many traces of those evils 
which are scarcely separable from a state of society confessedly defective and 
anomalous, and which can only be defended as one of rpreparation and transi- 
tion. But, on the other hand, they see much reason to look f<»ward with a 
confident hope to the result of this great experiment. . In the evidence they 
have received, they find abundant proof of the general good conduct of the 
apprentices, and of their vidllingness to work for wages wherever they are fairly 
and considerately treated by their employers. It is indeed fully proved, that 
the labour thus voluntarily performed by the negro, is more effectual than that 
which was obtained from him while in a state of slavery, or which is now given 
to his employer during the period for which he is compelled to work as an 
apprentice. The mutual suspicion and irritation of the different classes of the 
community, appear to be gradually subsiding; and, on the part of the negro 
population, industrious habits, and the desire of moral and physical improve- 
ment, seem to be gaining ground. Under these circumstances, your committee 
feel bound to express their conviction that nothing could be more unfavourable 
than any occurrence which had a tendency to unsettle the minds of either class, 
with regard to the fixed determination of the Imperial Parliament, to preserve 
inviolate both parts of the solemn engagement by which the services of the 
apprenticed labourer were secured to his employer for a definite period, and 
under specified restrictions, at the expiration of which, he is to be raised to a 
state of unqualified freedom, and be governed by laws framed in all respects on 
the same principle as those to which his white fellow-subjects are amenable. 

Some of the objections taken to the Jamaica legislation, have been satis&c- 
torily explained by further evidence in the course of the investigation, and do 
not therefore appear to require any specific notice. Upon other points which 
have not been satisfactorily explained, your committee have omitted to animad- 
vert, because they believe that the attention of the colonial office, and of the 
Governor of the island has been, and that they trust it will continue to be, 
steadily and unremittingly directed to every part of the subject. In conclusion. 



Resduttom passed m Jamaica* 137 

your committee would observe> that it appears to them to be most expedient 
that such enactments as are intended to come into operation after 1840^ should 
as much as possible be delayed until that period shall arrive, and at all events 
be postponed until the time which more immediately precedes it. 

August 13, 1836. 



RESOLUTIONS PASSED IN JAMAICA. 

It affi)rds us great pleasure to lay the following resolutions before our 
readers ; the more so, from their being passed in a colony so long inured to 
the degrading abominations of the slaye system : and most earnestly do we 
commend them to the attention of the professors of religion and members of 
churches in the American States. * 

At a Meeting of the Baptist Ministers connected with the Western Union, in 
the Island of Jamaica, held in Falmouth, on the 7th of September, 1836, it 
was resolved : 

That it has afforded us much pleasure to hear of the efforts which the Baptist 
Union, and other kindred associations, are now making in the sacred cause of 
civil and religious liberty ; more especially in regard to the state of the churches 
in America: and we consider it expedient to inform our friends at home, that 
the'distinction of colour, so justly the reproach of the Christian Societies in that 
land of professed liberty, are in our religious assemblies and the churches under 
our care unknown. Guided by the divine principle, that all are one In Christ 
Jesus, X)ur Societies are conducted, and the officers of our churches appointed, 
without the least reference to those adventitious ^circumstances^ in which our 
brethren and sisters of a darker hue are placed ; and that we are disgusted 
with the specious pretexts by which American Christians defend such manifest 
deviations from the temper and genius of the gospel. 

That we most heartily concur in the sentiments advanced at the] late Annual 
Meetingtof the Baptist Union held: in London, that any fsiilure :in the great 
experiment of emancipation in this and other West India [Islands, is to be 
attributed, not to any unfitness in the African for freedom, but from the many 
unrighteous and deeply-oppressive restrictions with which that great national 
measure has been fettered. 

That the efforts now making by the friends of humanity in England to 
arouse to a proper sense of the enormity of the guilt contracted by the professors 
of religion in America, in upholding and defending the enslaving of their 
fellow-men and fellow-Christians, is to us a source of sacred joy. And that, 
the detehnination of many Churches not to hold Christian intercourse with 
those who either traffic in human flesh, or refuse their aid for the extinction of 
this great abomination, in such direct violation of the known requirements of 
the religion they profess, will, we fervently hope, lead the Christians of America^ 
by one well-timed and energetic effort, to rid themselves and their country of 
that Moloch of Iniquity which, in the opinion of all whose minds are not 
warped by that insidious monster, renders them the pity instead of the admira- 
• tion of the world. 

That we hail with joy, as the bright harbinger of hope, that noble band of 
ministers of the Redeemer who, in the strongholds of American oppression^ 

T 
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have publicly declared themselves the advocates of the immediate emancipation 
of their fellow-men ; and most sincerely do we wish them success ; (while 
bitter is our sorrow at the conduct of those who, by their criminal supineness, 
assist in keeping their fellow-Christians in a state of ignorance and servitude, in 
which every principle of honour, justice, and religion is outraged. 
Signed, 

Thos. Burchell, John Clark, 

William Knibb, Samuel Oughton, 

Thos. F. Abbott, Benjamin Dexter, 

Walter Dendy, John Hutchins. 



ADDRESS OP THE GLASGOW EMANCIPATION SOCIETY, 

7b the Friends of the Enslaved, in Scotland, England, and Ireland, in behalf of 
Five Millions yet in Slavery throughout the World. 

The Glasgow Emancipation Society, on ccmsidering the present state of the 
cause in which they are engaged, deem it their duty to address the friends of 
the enslaved, throughout the kingdom. 

Encouraged by the success which has attended the experiment in our own 
colonies, imperfect as it has been rendered by the Apprenticeship scheme — and 
especially encouraged by the example of complete emancipation exhibited in 
Antigua and the Bermudas; yet contemplating with deep concern, that in all 
this, only 800,000 slaves have participated, while there are still five millions of 
our fellow-men in slavery throughout the world ; and therefore, all that has been 
done, bearing but a small proportion to what yet remains, the friends of the 
enslaved are called upon, by every principle of humanity and religion, to " re- 
member them that are in bonds as bound with them," and to use every eflbrt 
that ^^ the oppressed may go free." 

Acting upon this principle, this Society, immediately after the Slaver^ Aboli- 
tion Enactment, associated to promote Uie Abolition of Slavery throughout the 
world ; and, along with the Edinbuigh Society, engaged the celebrated Anti- 
Slaveiy advocate, George Thompson, Esq., who had previously been invited by 
the New England Anti-Slavery Society, to go to the United States, to assist the 
friends of the slave there, by bis powerful talents, in promoting the cause of 
abolition. 

This he has done, and has been so highly instrumental along with the advo- 
cates of the cause in* America, in arousing a great proportion of the people to 
consider and embrace abolition principles, that the slavery-interested and their 
friends became so infuriated against him, that he was advised, indeed obliged, 
to retire from the field, his life being threatened. 

^ We expected,' that in the meantime, the friends of the enslaved throughout 
this country, who had so nobly struggled {for the freedom of our own slaves, 
would have ke|>t the field with us, until slavery was d^ven, not from our own 
colonies alone, but from every corner of the globe. 

But we' regret that few, comparatively, of these Associations have yet joined 
in this contest. This may have arisen from their not having duly considered 
the subject or from not having the same means of information r^[arding it that 
we have had ; or some may have thought our duty extended only to our own 
slaves, and that we had no right to interfere, or no means of efiectually interfer- 
ing with other nations, and that it was enough to hold out to them our example. 
Such conclusions, however, must azise from imperfectly considering the subject. 
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We do not intend here to expose the fallacy of these vie^s^ or to show that 
"we may inteifere^ and that effectually ; and that it is our duty to do so^ by every 
lawful^ constitutional^ and Christian means in our power ; but^ as we intend 
this as a friendly address to those individuals or Societies who have already 
espoused^ or are likely soon to espouse^ the same cause with ua, and to be pre- 
sented to them by our highly, respected friend^ and. the ardent friend of the 
filave — Geo. Thompson^ whom we have further engaged to arouse the people of 
this country to the 'consideration of this important subject; we will leave it to 
bim to dissipate these or any other views which may have prevented the friends 
of the slave from embarking [more generally in the same philanthropic and 
Christian undertaking : and on this pointy wiU only advert to an entreaty of the 
amiable Secretary of the American Anti-Slavery Society, Elizur Wright^ who^ 
in a letter to Geobgb Thompson, says, '^ Give us your sympathies — the sympa- 
thies of the people of Great Britain are fatal to the cause of our enemies/' 

Five millions of our fellow-men in slavery ! — ^reduced to the lowest degrada- 
tion — to a level with the brutes — ^and retained in the [grossest ignorance, that 
they may be kept in slavery, and subjected to every cruelty that their tyrant 
oppressors can devise, demand our sympathies. Can we withhold them ? Shall 
we not resolve, henceforth, unceasingly to urge their claims by every means in 
our power, until every man of them shall stand forth, acknowledged as ^^a man 
and a brother ;'' and every '^ woman as a sister ;'^ until they are admitted, in 
short, to all the rights and privileges of their fellow-men ? 

The undertaking is vast, the field is large, and " the labourers are few." But 
they may be increased, if every friend to the cause would chaige himself with 
increasing the nudber, by adding to it himself, and as many as he can per- 
suade of his friends. By ardour and perseverance the work may, ere long, 
through the blessing of God, be accomplished ; and for our encouragement, it 
is a work which we have eveiy reason to trust that God will prosper. 

Let us then persevere — ^united efforts will accomplish much ; therefore, we 
would earnestly recommend you, whether few or many, to associate. This you 
may do either as Independent or Auxiliary Societies to ours, or any other larger 
than your own in your neighbourhood, as you may think proper. Much yet 
remains to be done. We may have to petition parliament to regulate the 
Apprenticeship more agreeably to the spirit of the Slavery Abolition Act ; or 
probably to abolish it altogether — for it should never have been enacted. We 
may also have to petition or address the Government, to use their influence, by 
treaties dt othervrise, with foreign powers who hold slaves, to induce them to 
abolish slavery, as a pledge of their sincerity in the promotion of civil liberty, 
and the only effectual means of totally extinguishing the slave trade. There- 
fore, by forming effective Societies, a more lively and efficient interest in the 
cause will be kept up throughout the kingdom ; funds will be collected to pro- 
mote these objects ; a nucleus will be formed for the reception and diffusion of 
information respecting the progress of the cause ; for communication with kin- 
dred Societies, when any general and united effort is to be made ; and for cor- 
respondence with Foreign Societies. Thus would we encourage one another, 
and stimulate the friends of the enslaved across the Atlantic, who are more ex- 
posed to the assaults of the enemies of hmnan liberty. 

Signed in name, and by appointment of the Committee of the Glasgow 
Emancipation Society 

John Murray, > So^etariP^ 
Wm. Smbjll, Jun., \ ^^«^««^'^- 

Ghsgaw, October 28, 1836. 
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LYNCH LAW. 

A pamphlet has recently been issued in America entitled ^' Proceedings of 
the Citizens of Madison County^ Miss., at Livingston/ in July 1835^ in relation 
to the trial and punishment of several individuals implicated in a contemplated 
insurrection in this state." Prepared by Thomas Shackelford^ Esq., pp. 40> 
12mo. This publication presents a frightful and horrifying view of the atro- 
cities engendered by the slave system, and cannot be read vrithout exciting the 
disgust and indignation of every honest mind. Where is the boasted liberty of 
America^ if such villanies are allowed to escape without condign punish- 
ment? 

From this publication it appears that/ in consequence of '' ramours" that the 
slaves meditated an insurrection, that a coloured girl had been heard to say 
that ^* she was tired of waiting on the white folks, wanted to be her own mis- 
tress the balance of her days, and clean up her own l^ouse,'' &c., a meeting of 
slaveholders was held, who signed resolutions, oiganizing a committee, or 
Lynch Court, authorising them to '' bring before them any person or persons, 
either white or black, and try, in a summary manner, any person brought before 
them, with the power to hang or whip, being always governed by the laws of 
the land, so £u only as it (they) shall be applicable to the case in question, 
otherwise to act as in their discretion, shall seem best for the benefit of the 
countiy, and in protection of its citizens." 

Previous to the organization of this Lynch Committee, five slaves had been 
examined, condemned, and put to death by hanging. Among them was a slave 
by the name of Jim, '* a very sensible, fine-looking fellow." One of the Lynch 
Court, Jesse Mabry, says, *' I was appointed to examine him. — He would not 
for some time make any confession, but at length agreed that, if I would not 
punish him anymore, he would make a full confession." — Mabry speaks of the 
examinations of other slaves, and goes on to say, " after getting through vrith 
these exaniinations, Jim, Backee, Weaver, Russell, and Sam, were all put to 
death by hanging 1" That is, after it had been agreed with these suspected slaves 
that they should be scourged no longer, if they would confess all they knew, liiey 
were all hanged on the spot ! 

The Lynch Court proceeded to try Dr. Joshua Cotton, a native of New 
England. It was proved to the satisfaction of the court that he had been de- 
tected in making low tricks, that he was deficient in feeling and affection for 
his second wife, that he traded with negroes, that he asked a negro boy whether 
the slaves were whipped much, how he would like to be free, &c. It is stated 
that Cotton then made a confession that he had been aiibing to bring about a 
conspiracy. The committee condemned him to be hanged in an hour after 
sentence. 

William Saunders, a native of Tennessee, vfas next tried. He was convicted 
of '' often being out all night, and giving no satisfactory explanation for so 
doing;" of equivocal conduct ; of being intimate with Cotton, &c., whereupon 
the committee, by a unanimous vote, found him guilty, and sentenced him to 
be hanged ; and w;as executed on the fourth of July, with Cottcwi. 

Albe Dean^ a native of Connecticut, was next tried. He was convicted of 
being a lazy, indolent man, having very little pretensions to honesty; of "pre- 
tending to make a living by constructing washing-machines ; of " often coming 
to the owners of runaways, and intercede with their masters to save them from 
a whipping." He was sentenced to be hung, and w^s executed. He "died in 
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dogged silence^" says the isarrator^ *^ neitlier acknowledgfing bis gaUt^ not as- 
serting his innocence." 

A. L. Donovan, of Ken*^ was next put upon his trial. He was suspected of 
having traded with the negroes, of being found in their cabins, and enjojing 
himself in their society, it was proved that " at one time he actually undertook 
to release a negro who was tied, which negro afterwards implicated him ; and 
that he once told an oVerseer ** it was cruel work to be whipping the poor ne- 
groes as he was obliged to do." The committee were satisfied, from the evi- 
dence before them, that Donovan was an emissary of those deluded fanatics at 
the north, the ahoHtionisU. He was condemned to be hanged, and suffered 
accordingly. Ruel Blake was next tried, condemned and hung. ^^He pro- 
tested his innocence to the last, and said his life was sworn away/' Such is 
Lynch Law ! 



AN APOLOGY FOR DRS. REED AND MATHESONS NARRA- 
TIVE, BY THEIR AMERICAN PUBLISHERS. 

The servility of the American press is sickening. The threats and the 
bribes of the South are omnipotent throughout the other states, and effec- 
tually repress any such exhibition of public feeling as their free institutions 
and pious ancestry would have led us to fexpect. ' Statesmen, politicians, 
priests, literary ^d theological professors, merchants, editors, and publishers, 
all fall down and worship before the Dagon of the South. The influence 
exercised at the North, by the abettors of slayery, is truly grievous and as- 
tonishing. Before the slightest intimation of their displeasure, the New 
Englander seems to quail. Firm and intractable as he may be in his ne- 
gociations with the people of every other region, he is one of the most sub- 
missive of human beings, when the commands of the South are issued. 
Regardless of his own interests, and despising the suggestions of honour, 
humanity, and religion, he becomes the instrument of a party which pro- 
claims the American constitution to be a cheat, and the prevalence of free- 
dom incompatible with the welfare of the human race. A singular instance 
of this has been furnished at New York, in connexion with the publication 
of Drs. Reed and Matheson, narrating their visit to the Congregational 
and Presbyterian churches of America. It is pretty generally known that, 
while this work contains an able and severe refutatioq of slavery, it seriously 
criminates the abolition party. It is not for us to account for or to recon- 
cile these &cts, nor shall we stop to point out the erroneous principles and 
frjlacious reasonings which are conspicuous throughout the censures so un- 
sparingly expressed. 

The pro-slavery party in America proclaimed a triumph so soon as these 
volumes appeared. They did not notice, or noticing, they did not regard, 
the general censures which were passed on their slave system. It was 
enough for them that the abolitionists, the only men who had honestly de- 
nounced, and were vigorously seeking its overthrow, were held up to 
public reprobation as devoid of judgment and regardless of the means 
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by which alone then: object could be obtained : men of heated passionfl, bat 
weak in intellect, whose ignorance of mankind and impetuofiily of temper 
were throwing back the cause which they were professedly seeking to ad- 
Tance. Passages containing such reflections were quoted by the magazines, 
reyiews, and newspapers in the interest of the slareholder, and were repre- 
sented as indicatiye of the light in which British Christians regarded the 
abolitionists of America. 

But, though the work of the Congregational deputies supplied missile^ 
for a skirmish, it was soon foimd not to be suited to the temperature of the 
South. The calumniated abolitionists drew from it arguments which theii 
opponentl9 could not meet, and triumphantly proved, whatever suspicions 
may have been engendered by. the silence of the deputies during their stay 
in America, that in this country, and amongst their own brethren, they 
were constrained to speak out strongly. The result was what every person 
acquainted with the state of American feeling would have anticipated. 
The editor of the Columbia Telescope (S. C.) cautioned the publishers at 
New York against issuing works containing] offensive sentiments on the 
subjects of slavery ; and the latter, instead of indignantly rejecting the 
counsel as an insult, dishonoured themselves by the following letter to their 
adviser: — 

New York, Dec. 31, 1836. 
Sir, 

We noticed in your paper of the 13th instant some remarks upon a 
book published by us (Reed and Matheson's Narrative), in which you give us a 
word of caution respecting the publication of books, containing offensive senti- 
ments or statements on the subject of slaveiy.^ 

Feeling confident that your remarks, so &r as they relate personally to us, 
were intended in a friendly spirit, we give you our thanks for them, and beg leave 
to assure you that nothing can be farther from our wishes or intentions than any 
lending of our press to the dissemination of doctrines obnoxious^ in this point of 
view, to censure. Of course, as you must be aware, we cannot read, or even 
procure to be read, all the books we publish ; we are careful to do so when we 
have reason to suspect any thing improper ; but in many instances we are ob- 
. ligcd to rely on the reputation, Hterary and personal, of the authors. In the 
case of Reed and Matheson's Narrative, we were applied to by those gentlemen 
to publish their work, and we ascertained that they were highly esteemed, as 
gentlemen and Christians ; their work, therefore, was not examined, and indeed 
at that time the subject of abolition had not become the occasion of so much 
excitement, as it has since unhappily caused. We had no suspicion of it 
whatever. 

To convince you that we have no desire to make our publicationfi! a medium 
of *' incendiary circulation," we will merely state that we have in several in- 
stances at once declined having any thing to do with works, both of foreign and 
domestic origin, which have been offered to us, on finding that they were in this 
respect objectionable, although we have every reason to believe that, on other 
accounts^ they would sell extensively. 

You have no doubt heard of Mr. Abdy's book, which was repiesented to us 
as very ably Written, and likely to be profitable ; but we were told, also, that 
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Mr. Abdy was an abolitionist^ and we would have nothing to do with him. We 

are^ veiy respectfully. 

Your obedient servants, 

Harper & Brothers. 

*' What can be more base than this ?" inquires the Editor of the Emancipator^ 
in commenting on the affair. '' An Apology for publishing Reed and Matheson's 
Narrative ! And then, what an apology ! It was fill done by mistake— a pure 
oversight ! Their business is so extensive, they * cannot read, or even procure 
to be read, all the books tKey publish,' though they ' are careful to do so when 
tlfey have reason to suspect any thing improper,' It is very proper, indeed, and 
very harmless withal, to poison the morals of the community by the publication 
of trashy novels, by the obscenities of Fielding and Ovid — quite proper to make 
a thrust at liberty, by the publication of unblushing defences of slavery ; but to 
publish aught against slavery ! Oh ! no— they would not do that for the world. 
* Nothing could be farther from their wishes or intentions than any lending of 
their press to the dissemination of doctrines obnoxious* to slave-masters. In- 
deed, they have already evinced the sincerity of their wishes and intentions in 
the case, for ^ they have, in several instances, at once declined having any thing 
to do with works that were in this respect objectionable.' Even ' Mr. Abdy's 
book,' though ' ably written, and likely to be profitable,' was condemned be- 
cause he ^ was an abolitionist.' And, more than aU, they might have lidded, we 
intend soon to make our love of slavery, and our crouching servility tp your 
lordships, still more manifest, by the publication of Mr. Paulding's book, in 
which you vnll find a most beautiful attempt to justify slavery, and prove, be- 
yond dispute, that slaveholders ^ are honourable men — ^all honourable men.' 

f* Out upon such base and wicked servility ! It may serve a turn just now, 
but do not its authors know that^ in this act, they have published themselves to 
the world as traitors to human liberty and human rights ? It were bad enough 
for any men, and especially for professed followers of Wesley, as we understand 
some of the Harpers to be, to occupy neutral ground, and refuse to lend their 
press to either side of the great conflict now waging between liberty and slavery; 
but to take sides mih those whom Wesley declared to be ' exactly oh. a level 
with men-stealers,' and against those to' whom, in the person of Wilberforce, he 
said, as his dying exhortation, ' Go on, in the name of God, and in the power 
of his might, till even American slavery (the vilest that ever saw the sun) 
shall vanish before it ;' — this is past endurance, and ought to bring down on its 
authors the withering disapprobation of every friend of liberty in the land !" 



SLAVE-HOLDING MINISTERS A SCANDAL TO THEIR PROFESSION. 

On my return to •Virginia, in 1815, <afler disclosed his feelings in these words : " I 

the discussion respecting man-stealing, believe that you preachers are the greatest 

which took place in the Presbyterian Ge- hypocrites in the world." I answered, 

neral Assembly of that year, I was in- '* Not all of us, I hope, Mr. F., . certainly 

formed, that there had been a great excite- thev are not all deceivers/' Mr. F. replied, 

ment during my absence, respecting a 'Miow do I knowl there's R., I thought 

coloured man who belonged to a preacher, he was the best man in the world, and look 

and I was referred to Mr. F. for the par- at the trick he has played me. I will hear 

ticulars. Mr. F. had been nurtured among no more of your preaching and pra3dng, it 

the Friends, and although I believe not is all hypocrisy. He finally said, that 

actually numbered with the Society, yet he so far he could not apply his censure to me ; 

retained many of their principles and habits but he had no doubt that if there was only 

of life. . Aft^ the usual salutation, I intre- the chance, I should swap, cheat, and drive 

dttced the subject, and he spontaneously slaves like the rest of them. 
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After the first burst of his indignation science is too precious a jewel for a slave' 

had passed away, he resumed his usual driving preacher to possess ! One method 

equanimity, and then proceeded to recount only remained, and that was to tamper wilJi 

the tale. Instead of the conversational Mr. F. j and through Tom's connexion with 

form, I have condensed it into a narrative, his domestic coloured female, and his bene- 

It seems, that some years before this voient sensibilities, to induce Mr. F. to 
period, the preacher had exchanged a stal- purchase the man, notwithstanding his al- 
lion horse for a citizen; the difference in tered condition, at the original price. When 
value of the two animals was paid as usual, this proposition was first made to F. it was 
There was an understanding at the time of indignantly rejected* " I bought a woman 
the barter, that when Tom should have against my judgment, " remarked the 
fully earned the price paid for him, he ]niend, "merely to preserve my wife's 
should be emancipated ; and with this en- health, and she hiss becoi a burden upon iJfy 
ticing lure in prospect, Tom, to use their mind ever since, I will not trade in any 
own expression, went to work like a negro, more of my fellow-creatures. Set Tom free 
Merely to relieve his wife, and against their according to your promise, and if he 
mutusd principles and feelings, Mr. F. had chooses to stay about here, I wiU employ 
purchased a coloured woman for domestic Jam," To this plan the preacher steadU 
duties, and with this female, Tom by con- fastly objected. After some additional ex- 
sent of the parties cohabited. Thus years planations, Mr. F. proceeded, '*If you will 
revolved, until some one of the honest emancipate Tom, I will manumit the wo- 
Christians around, put it into Tom's head, man ; and she shall live with me as before 
that he had earned much more than he cost, upon the customary wages.' ' This proffei 
and therefore, was justly entitled to his was scouted by the preacher with equal in- 
freedom by the contract. flexibility. Mr. F. then added, "Take 

Tom took proper advice, and being as- Tom away with yon; and rather than separate 

Bured that the valuation of his labour was the man and woman, I will liberate her, 

correct, began to talk to R., the preacher, that she may accompany him.*' 
about goin^ free. His claim was at first But now another and an insuperable 

disregarded ; then denied ; and as Tom difficulty arose. The woman refused to be 

became more clamorous, he was threatened, emancipated upon that condition ; and with 

Amid this feverish excitement months most provoking contempt declared, " I 

passed away, until, in a momentary fit of will not live with a preacher who has 

delirious rage, Tom, finding that he could cheated my man out of his work and his 

not be free, resolved to mutilate himself, fre^om, and drove him, in a fit of n^e, to 

and with an axe chopped off the thumb and cut off his thumb and finger ; I would 

fore-finger, I think, of his right hand. rather be Mr. F.'s slave. I will never live 

This gave a new aspect to the affair. R.' with that preacher." In this dilemma the 
speedily after removed to a distance, and affair remained ; until after some days pro- 
not caring about Tom in his then sulky bably had elapsed, tired of the woman's 
humour and helpless state, left him to be lamentations at the idea of being obliged to 
cured, and to work through the winter in separate from her man, wearied with Tom's 
any way which he could. At the latter end unceasing importunities that F. would pur- 
of May, 1815, the preacher appeared, to chase him, with every^ promise of faithful- 
make a final disposition of Tom. He at- ness, gratitude, and diligence to repay him; 
tempted to sell him in vain. By all per- and exasperated at the unfeeling barbarity 
sons, even those who had no truly just no- and unprincipled rapacity of the preacher, 
tions of their own, the man was deemed to F. bought Tom, I believe, at the original 
be justly entitled to his freedom. These price, which was paid for him in the barter 
would not purchase. The other " brokers for the horse. 

in the trade of human blood," would not ' When Mr. F. had closed his detail, he 

buy a slave thus maimed and damaged, and subjoined, " Excuse me, all you preacheis 

the slave-barterer was in a quandary. The are hypocrites, and as such, I never will 

path of duty, justice, and humanity was plain have any thing more to do with you." He 

and obvious — ^bnt that required the abandon- kept his word. He was always affable, 

ment of several hundreds of dollars; and con- kind, and friendly as ever; after my re- 

sequently, it was useless to expect that a man moval ifrom Virginia used regularly to call 

who had already violated his agreement, upon me with all cordiality ; often ex- 

and beeoi the cause of an irreparable in- pressed his regret at the treatment I had 

jury, would voluntarily " do justiyand love experienced in Virginia, expressed his in- 

mercy." He knew well, that Tom would dignation i^^nst R. and his flagrapit ini- 

be a source of unceasing vexation around quity, denounced slavery in the most un- 

his own house, and therefore, he had no measured terms ; but unless he heard my 

alternative but to traffic or emancipate him. farewell address when I left Virginia, I 

The former seemed impracticable, and the presume has never since attended the public 

latter would cost too much. A good con- worship of God. Bourne's Picture of Slavery. 
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AMERICA AN EXAMPLE TO THE WORLD. 

America has frequently been referred to by philosophers as solving the 
problem in the /theory: of legislation, How for a people may be intrusted 
as the conservators of their own laws and institutions ? whether those gral 
' dations of rank and influence which have obtained the precedence in old 
and established governments are necessary, or even favourable to the 
growth of a people's prosperity and happiness ? Volumes have been 
written on this as an abstract question ; and ail parties in the dispute cast 
their eyes towards the United States as the nation most favourably 
situated for working out the problem, and turning the theory into a sub- 
stantial historical fact. The circumstances and experience of the first 
founders of this commonwealth gave them advantages of no ordinary 
character. The active agents in this great undertaking had been, for the 
most part, the proscribed and banished. men of other countries, who had 
left the land of their birth that they might enjoy liberty, especially 
that of a religious character, on a larger and freer scale. With a pretty 
accurate knowledge of all that was valuable in the governments from 
which they had retired; with none of the pride of aristocracy or 
the pedantry of descent, and but little of that ignorance and obstinacy 
which characterize the plebeian ranks ; with no such obstructions from 
above or below to distract or control them, they had a fair opportunity of 
conforming the institutions of their new settlement to the model of 
their u>wn ideas. They had comparatively a blank world before them, and 
might inscribe it with characters of their own ; restrained and guided 
only by that revelation for which they professed and felt a paramount 
respect. 

Perhaps the complimentary powers of language have on no subject been 
so severely taxed, by a large party of British Christians, as in describing 
the institutions of the Western continent. And in many cases, the 

U 
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praise has been as richly earned^ as it has been liberally awarded. With- 
out any direct personal knowledge^ it is impossible to read the descrip- 
tions of unprejudiced travellers without perceiving very much to admire> 
and much which it would become us to imitate. There religious free- 
dom is not a name^ but a reality; and if in some instances it breaks out 
into excesses which savour of tyranny in its worst form, we ought to re- 
CM)lIect wh^t man is^ and what men are ; and allow time to cure the ,ex- 
cesses of the system by the same means which were employed in esta. 
blishing it. It must be recollected^ that not only the political^ but the 
religious and judicial concerns of that continent are regulated by public 
and popular opinion. In no nation under heaven has the press^ as the 
organ of public sentiment and feelings so powerful^ so omnipotent an in- 
fluence. Against it no abuse, however deeply rooted^ or however tena- 
ciously maintained, can long retain its grasp ; and with its aid, combined 
with other agencies of a similar character, every measure of practical good 
in that country has already been effected, and upon it all hopes of future 
ameliorations are simply founded. In no other nation has religion, unsus- 
tained by patronage and wealth, obtained such splendid triumphs; .and to 
America, both as to what it is, and what it promises to be, may the advo. 
cates of the voluntary principle look with unabashed confidence, as giv. 
ing a practical exhibition of its e£iciency, more potent than the patronage 
of princes, the pomp of a richly endowed hierarchy, or all the wealth 
which legalized compulsion can extract for its support. 

But there is a foil, to this pleasing picture. On the back ground of 
this representation there is an emblem of ugliness on which the eye in- 
stantly fixes, which defaces its loveliness, and repulses the beholder. 
America i^ a blave-dsali]^ nation. Every sixth man, woman/ and 
child, has the chain of the slave round his neck, and is bought and sold 
by other parts of the nation as cattle in. the field. The men who fought 
for their own liberty and won it,^ and who have made so glorious a use of 
it for their own benefit, are the cruel oppressors of a weak and unofiTend- 
ing race beneath them. The shout of liberty and, the yell of tyranny 
alternate i^ the same land and from the same lips. And these things are 
not done in obscurity, in settlements beyond the cognizance and control of 
law. They are practised in open day ; in the very seat of legislation. 
They are defended by statesmen and senators, civilians, and — religion 
blushes to add — by ministers of the gospel of peace and love. Yes.; it 
inust not be denied, that the system is not merely connived at by pro- 
fessors of religion, it has found its way into the church of Christ, and has 
polluted the very altar of sacrifice; and the master and his slave cannot 
partake of the emblems of reconciling love at the same time nor uncler 
the same circumstances. This is truly a revolting exhibition ; and had it 
not been long sanctioned by use and habit, no true American but would 
have exclaimed with Hazael, ** Is thy servant a dog, that he should do 
this thing ? " 
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There are, however, reasons whiqh will account for the existence of 
slavery among the Americans, though they will in no way justify it. It 
ought to be recollected that the system was introduced by other nations, 
and for many years struck its roots into American soil before the people 
had much hand in the control of their own institutions: and again, we 
have reason to believe that in the early stages of the American history, 
the character of the system was more mild and paternal than it exists at 
present. There was no insecurity in that kind of property which tempted 
the master to break the spirit of his slave by oppression. In a new and 
comparatively uncultivated country, there could not possibly be that 
broad line of distinction between master and slave which marks a more 
advanced stage of society ; and that disposition to indolence in the pro- 
prietor of the slave which the system necessarily . fosters, ha^ not fully 
developed itself. In the early stages of this political disease there might 
be but little so very opposed to the character and spirit of religion ; its 
injustice, might attract little attention ; and its cruelties might be com*- 
paratiyely unkno^vn. The extravagant and repulsive features of the 
system may have been the accumulation of later years ; and have been 
almost insensibly advancing, while the sensibilities pf the mind were 
blunted by habit, and the heart hardened by the constant practice . of 
oppression and wrong. 

There is, however, a tendency in all evil to work its ovm cure ; just 
as in the* physical constitution there is an inherent disposition to repair 
the accidents and infirmities to which the human frame is exposed. 
Evils in the social system acquire a certain degree of virulence and turpi- 
tude; error accumulates upon error, and wrong upon wrong; the patrons 
and defenders, and those who derive advantage from the wrong, are given 
up to a. spirit of infatuation ; they resist all reformation or improvement; 
they defy all invasion of their assumed rights ; until at length, public in- 
dignation is roused ; and they who yesterday were its palliators and 
apologists, become its zealous and determined opponents. 

No country under heaven is more favourably situated for effecting the re- 
moval of this or any other system of wrong, than is that of the United States 
of America. In that country so uncontrollable is the influence of the press^ 
so omnipotent is the power of public opinion, that when once the tide of 
general sentiment and feeling is fairly set against a practice, no power dn 
earth can resist its progress, or long retard its success. Especially is this 
applicable in a case like this, where justice, mercy, honesty, policy, reli- 
gion, are the basis on which its appeals are founded; whilst its opponents 
can only appeal to antiquated rights, held by cpnipulsion, and defended by 
8q)hi8try ; to the force of habit, ill-acquired, and hard to resign ; to the 
love of arbitlrary power, which scarcely any man has bepn known volun- 
tarily to resign. 

It is in this view that we remarked, in the first* paragraph of this 
paper, that the eyes of the whole world are at this moment upon Ame- 
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rica. , A contest is there carried on, in which every government and every 
people on the face of the earth is concerned. A habit of oppression and 
wrong had gradually entwined itself into their entire social and political 
system : it was venerated by age^ and sanctioned by custom ; it was sup. 
ported by interest, and gratified the strongest of all human pafisiona— *the 
love of arbitrary power. But eventually it was discovered to be wrong; 
and the nation must be rid of it. • How is this to be effected ? Grovem* 
ments and people in each of the continents ask^ how ? And the American 
people are at this moment preparing the answer : // is by bringing to bear 
the pure religious principle upon the sentiments and- feelings of the people 
at large. For this purpose one hundred newspapers are pledged to pure 
abolition principles; pamphlets^ magazines^ and reports, fly abroad with every 
wind ; upwards of sixty lecturers have sworn death to the system, and 
are moving the dense mass of mind by their eloquence^ east^ west, north, 
and south. Th^ public are gradually becoming enlightened — ^th'e people 
will influence their representatives — their representatives will alter the 
lawS; and (auspicious issue!) the slave Avill be bereft of his fetters, and 
stand erect in his own rights among his fellows of the human family. 

It requires not a prophet's vision to foresee that such will be the course 
of events. The elements are already at work, and have been for years j 
and so signal has been the success attending their movements, that, for a 
moment to dream of their ultimate failure could never be imagined by 
any man out of bedlam, or any child out of its cradle. For the encou- 
ragement of the agents of this godlike work, let them know that ten 
thousand eyes are upon their efforts; thousaiids of prayers are daily 
offered on their behalf; and, when they shall have accomplished their 
work, millions of voices will unite in thanksgiving to that God who had 
nerved them for the conquest, and to whom the victory is due. 

H. 



EAST INDIA SLAVERY. 

No. II. 

The extent of the negro slavery which until now has prevailed in the 
British colonies, has always been a palpable undisputed subject, for the 
custom-house returns of negroes imported were easily attainable, and the 
limited extent of each colony facilitated the process of taking a census of 
the population : but, to ascertain the extent of slavery in British India, 
is a far more difficult task ; the term India'always has been most vaguely 
applied, and the limits of tl^e British empire in India are almost as inde- 
finite ; one half of that empire is governed directly by European func- 
tionaries, whilst the other half of it is Occupied by British armies, and 
governed in the name of native sovereigns, who are merely puppets 
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moved about as tlie British government pleases. Even the independent 
states of India are accessible to British influence^ and most of them have, 
at times, been either forced or inveigled » into .commercial treaties with the 
recently exploded monopoly^ stipulating to deliver all their silks, pepper, 
saadal, petre, and opium, to the English East India Company, and to re- 
ceive all their metals and woollens from the same princely factors of the 
Sastem hemisphere^ Indeed, the will of Britain is the law of India, for 
it is backed by two hundred ^nd fifty thousand bayonets, which are al- 
ways ready to fly out of their scabbards whenever they can find a pretence 
to ahed blood : thus supported, the British authorities in India seem fre- 
quently to have been more forward . in urging various reforms on their 
allies than in carrying them into effect in their own territories ; for in- 
stance, of late years, the abolition of Suttee and the abolition of slavery^, 
seem to have been strongly urged by the British ambassadors on several 
of the independent sovereigns in India. 

Generally speaking, a settled Hindoo government privileged the few 
and degraded the many ; itg aristocratic priests and warriors held lands 
which they did not deign to cultivate with their own hands, but which 
they either rented out to the agricultural caste, or else tilled by metagers 
or slaves. Civil wars, insurrections, and invasions disturbed the esta- 
blished ranks of society, and often families of low caste obtained the 
sovereignty of considerable states. The successive great Mahomedan in- 
vasions overwhelmed most of the Hindoo governpients, and trampled upon 
their institutions i, the conquerors disregarded caste, and seized upon 
every species. of property ; they rack-rented the land, and let it to who- 
ever would pay them the greatest portion of its crop ; thus their rapa- 
city virtually abolished agrestic slavery. The breaking up of the Mogul 
empire produced complete anarchy. The first measures of the British 
were, like those of the Moguls, the confiscation of all the land : the 
conquerors farmed out the land to whoever bid the greatest portion of 
the crop, without regard to caste or connexion; so that, the actual culti- 
vator often became the immediate tenant of the government. This 
state of things prevailed generally throughout Bengal, and even as far 
south as to the city of Madras ; but, in all the country to the southward 
of Fort Saint George, the Hindoo institutions continue yet in force, to a 
considerably degree ; the Mussulman power never was firmly established 
there, and the British have systematically maintained the worst features 
of Hindoo government in all their native deformity ; especially idolatry 
and slavery. The western coast of the .peninsula is the strong-hold of 
field-slavery. 

The British possessions in India are governed by a constant succession 
of Europeans, who go out from England in their boyhood and endeavour 
to return home in their full manhood ; their object is to serve the time 
which entitles them to retire home on their rapidly acquired fortune and 
their pensipn ; they are aliens in colour, in language, and in religion to 
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the people they govern ; thej are elevated immeaauraUy idMMre them, and 
thej are quite independent of them ; they are ill acquainted with the 
people and with the country. A government composed of such materials^ 
.and acting on such principles, cannot be intelligent or trust-worthy; in 
feict, its highest aim ever has been merely to keep the machine of govern, 
ment moving on in its usual course ; and it naturally looks upon every 
proposal of reform as dangerous. Mr. Campbell, of the Madras civil ser- 
vice, felt so much disgusted with the apathy and< imbecility displayed by 
the Madras government on the subject of slavery, that he indignantly, 
but truly said, ^' A vis. inertia, hostile to all change, seems inherent in the 
local governments of India ; infbibed perhaps, from the people subject to 
their rule, whose charactesristic peculiarity is a tenacity of long-established 
customs. Even when improvements are suggested by the constituted 
authorities, the voice of their servants has little weight in favour of new 
measures. Responsibility is avoided by following the beaten track ; and 
silence is the safest reply to those who propose a deviation from it, even 
for the sake of humanity. The outcry raised in India against the Suttee 
was long powerless, until it returned reverberated from the British shore ; 
and, that against slavery will continue disr^arded, until it receives sup- 
port from all the energy of the home government." He might have add^, 
stimulated by the omnipotent voice of the British people — that indignant 
voice which echoed the voice of Gk>d, and compelled the home government 
to emancipate the negro from the galling fetters which had brutalized 
him from generation to generation/ 

« Spain and Holland systematically concealed all knowledge of their 
colonies, as much as they were able, from the public; England has 
always had her American colonies open and accessible to the people of 
Britain ; but, until the year 1833, she has adopted the secret system, fit 
only for bigots and monopolists, for her possessions in India. This exdn- 
sive system, of intercourse between Britain and India, aggravated by the 
often abused power of summary deportation, and by inveterate enmity 
to the use of the noble art of printing, has involved all Indian subjects 
in great obscurity; up to the present moment parliament has been unable 
to obtain any thing like an estimate of the total population of the British 
territories ; much less has it been able to ascertain how many British 
Indians are free, and. how many are slaves and bondmen. 

An intelligent public is the only guarantee for an intelligent public. 
The governing bodies of India have been so earnest in concealing all 
knowledge of the Indies from the people o£ Britain, that they have 
neglected to provide the means of information for themselves and for their 
highest functionaries. Many very striking instances of the extreme igno- 
rance of the Indian authorities on the subject of slavery have occurred. 
The province of Malabar was permanently annexed to the East India 
Company's dominions in the month of March, 1792; and in Diecember, 
1812, nearly twenty years afterwards, the court of directors wrote out. 
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saying, ** We are told that part of the people employed in the cultiva- 
tion of Malabar (an article of very unwelcome intelligence, they add,) 
are held as slaves ; that they are attached to the soil, and marketable 
property !". Ip like manner, many years afterwards. Bishop Heber said, 
*' Though no slavery legally exists in the British territories at this 
moment^ yet the terms and gestures used by servants ta their superiors, 
all imply that such a distinction was, at no distant date, very common. 
' I am thy slave,' — * Thy slave has no knowledge ' — ^are continually . used 
as expressions of submission and ignorance." With such examples of 
palpable ignorance on the part of the government and of its highest func 
tionaries, as to the existence of slavery in India, . it is not surprising to 
find that the character of slavery, and the existence of the evils which are 
inseparably connected with it, is stoutly denied by many of the officers 
of government, who are themselves the task-masters of the slave. The 
fact is, the government has endeavoured to persuade itself, and the world 
at large, that slavery does not exist in India ; and when compelled to 
admit that it does exist, then it mystifies its extent, and^ denies its charac- 
ter. Ignorance, rather than corruption, has induced some persons, even 
in India, to proclaim the non-existence of slavery in India; other persons, 
wben convinced of the existence of slavery in India, have palliated it, 
either on account of its limited extent or of its benevolent character : 
even the total abolition of slavery throughout the British territories, ever 
has been, and y6t oontinuesi to be, the boast of persons*' who happen to 
haye limited means of information, and to be residing in districts where 
slavery does not prevail, or where it is put down by the self-will of 
some magistrate who acts with a degree of vigour which outstrips the 
letter of the law. In the month of December, 1823, a Bengal publica. 
tion said, " Slavery is now entirely prohibited by the British government 
here, as really as in Britain itself." Even as lately as the 20th of April, 
1834, the Revi C. Lacey, wrote from Cuttack, to the Rev. J. Peggs, 
saying, ^* Slavery has been abolished throughout all the Company's pro- 
vinces ; and the measure has been followed by some of the native states. 
There is not now a slave in British India ! It will, however, be some 
time' before the slaves become aware of their privilege, and longer still 
before most of them will be disposed to avail themselves of it. Slavery 
is a different thing in India to what it is in the West." With the pulpit 
and the press of India thus jproclaimitig the non-existence of slavery, the 
stranger to the subject may well be startled ; but, what sort of an abo- 
lition can that be of which the slave is not aware, and of which he will 
not avail himself.^ We can -give the government of India full credit for 
such an Act; it is of a piece with the Abolition Acts of the Russian 
government, which worked so differently from their pretended character, 
that the proprietors of the neighbouring provinoes laid down the arms 
with which they had threatened the. Czar, and petitioned him to emanci- 
pate their slaves after the same manner, — ^that is, by imposing additional 
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services upon them, and eniforcing the performance of their tasks by law. 
Eren our own improvident Act seems to prove. rather a sound than a 
reality ; many an apprentice is scarcely iiware of any amelioration in his 
condition since he was a slave. 

In the West Indies the slaves generally, both male and feinale^ young 
and old, were agricultural ; some were tradesmen, others w^« domestics, 
and a few were kept as concubines. In the old Hindoo states in the 
south of India the mass of the slave population is agricultural ; but to 
the north of the river Elistna agricultural slavery appears to be very 
local ; however, throughout all .India, domestic slavery prevails to a con- 
siderable extent. In the year 1771 Bengal was half depopulated by the 
most grievous famine which had ever been experienced in that very fer- 
tile region ; consequently the people were driven to desperation ; they 
betook themselves to robbery in gangs : the next year Warren Hastings 
and his coadjutors enacted that the femilies of gang robbers •' shall be- 
come the slaves 'of the state !" In the year 1785 Sir William Jones ad^ 
dressed a charge 'to the grand jury of Calcutta, when he said : '^ The 
condition of slaves within our jurisdiction is, beyond imagination, de- 
plorable ; and cruelties are daily practised on them, chiefly on those of the 
tenderest age and weaker sex, which, if it would not give me pain to re- 
peat and you to hear, yet, for the honour of human nature, I sho^^ld for- 
bear to particularize. If I except the English from this censure it is not 
through partial Affection to my own countr3rmen, but because my informa- 
tion relates chiefly to people of other nations, who likewise call them- 
selves Christians. Hardly a man or woman exists in a comer of this 
populous town who hath not at least one slav^ child, either purchased at 
a trifling price, or saved perhaps from a death that might have been for- 
tunate, for a life that seldom fails of being miserable. * Many of you, I 
presume, have seen large boats filled with such^ children coming down the 
river for open sale at Calcutta ; nor can you be ignorant that most of 
them were stolen from their parents, or bought, perhaps, for a measure of 
ri<je in a time of scarcity ; and that the sale itself is in defiance of this 
government; by • violating one of its positive orders, which was made 
some years ago, after a consultation of the most reputable Hindoos in 
Calcutta, who condemned such a traffic, as repugnant to" their Shastra." 

In 1787j in the provinbe of Dacca, many children were kidnapped, 
given away, or sold into slavery by their parents ; but, on their arrival in 
Calcutta, a number of them were recovered and- restored to their parents. 
In 1789 one vessel transported no less than 150 slave children. from Cal- 
cutta to Colombo. Lord Cornwallis said to the Court of Directors, '* An 
infamous traffic has, it seems, long been carried on in this country by the 
low Portuguese, and even by several foreign European seafaring people 
and traders, in purchasing and collecting native children in a clandestine 
iflanner, and exporting them for sale to the French islands and other 
parts of India.*' His lordship further stated, that he had directed one 
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person to be prosecuted criminally for having carried off some children ; 
that he had published a proclamation forbidding the barbarous traffic; 
and that he had a plan under consideration which had for its object the 
abolition of slavery^ under certain limitations^ and to alleviate^ as much 
as may be possible^ the misery of those unfortunate people during the 
time they may be retained in that wretched situation. However, it is to 
be regretted that no further notice of this plsui is to be traced upon the 
records of . the Bengal government. In 1 791, in consequence of some free 
Bengalees having been sold at St. Helena as slaves, the Court of Direc- 
tors desired the Bengal government to put a stop to the inhuman prac 
tice ; accordingly an order was issued, obliging every person taking a 
native to jBurope to give a bond of about £100 sterling for the return of 
the native to India* In 1799 the Bengal government declared the murder 
of a slave to be a capital offence. In 1811 the B^igal government pro- 
hibited the importation of slaves into its territories, either by sea or land. 
In 1816 the Bengal government proposed to re^ster every transfer of a 
slave, but dropped the scheme. In 1824 it was discovered that, notwith. 
standing the prohibition, it was still a very common practice for the Arab 
vessels to import African slaves, and to export Bengalee females for sale 
in Arabia ; however, Mr. Landford Amot gave so much offence to the 
Bengal government for exposing this contempt of the law, under the eye 
of the supreme government, that he was summarily deported to England, 
and the Calcutta Journal was suppressed. So much for the int^rity of 
the government of India with rei^ect to the foreign slave, carried on to 
this hour in the dfy of palaces, under the very windows of their own 
council chamber ! 

The state of the slaves, and the conditions and customs under which 
they are held, differ essentially in almost every district ; however, gene- 
nUy speaking, it is the Hindoos who possess the agricultural slaves, and 
the Mahomedans who possess the domestic slaves. All over India the 
Iddnapping of children is a very prevalent crime, and parents often sell 
their children. Throughout Bengal generally, both among Hindoos and 
Mahomedans,. domestic slavery is very prevalent : in the upper provinces 
the land is partly cultivated by slaves ; in Ramghur, and other districts, 
the greatest part of the cultivators are slaves, but in the lower provinces 
the employment of slaves in the labours of husbandry is almost unknown; 
however, in 1813, in the Dacca district, one-sixth of the whole population 
were slaves. With such scanty information it is difficult to form an esti. 
niate, but it can scarcely be too much to say that there are at least two, 
tluree, four, five, or more millions of slaves in the two presidencies of 
BengaL 

Agrestic slavery is said not to exist at all in the central provinces of the 
peninsula, such as in the districts of Mysore, peopled by the Carnatacka 
nation; it is also said to be unknown in the country where the people speak 
^ Teloogoo language ; but it prevails commonly wherever the Tamil l^n. 
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guage is spoken; and it assumes its worst character in the proviiu^ of 
Malabar and Canara. In the Tamil country the lash is not employed by 
the master ; but in Malabar the judicature has recognized its legality. In 
the Tamil cpuntry the slaves are generally worshippers of Siva ; however 
several of them are Catholic, and a few are Protestant Christians. In 
some part of the Tamil country, by usage, slaves are attached to the soil, 
but in other parts they are removable from village to village ; whilst on 
the western coast they are often disposed of independently of the land. 

The number of Tamil slaves^ of one description and another, must ex- 
ceed half a million; whilst Malabar contains 100,000, and Canara 
82,000. Altogether the Madras presidency may contain a million of 
slaves. 

With regard to the presidency of Bombay we cannot venture to form 
any estimate whatever of the number of slaves ; however, we trust that 
Sir Robert Grant will pursue inquiries on the subject, and we look with 
hope to the result of the benevolent exertions wfaich he has already made 
on behalf of the Indian slave. 

In Prince of Wales*s Island there are three thousand slaves. In the island 
of Ceylon there are above twenty thousand slaves. 

Hence, the British territories must contain millions of slaves; we much 
fear that they contain many miUions ; perhaps near ten millions of human 
beings who are deprived of their natural right to dispose of their own la- 
bour to the best advantage. 

The dreadful extent of slavery in India has been fully recognised by 
Parliament in hesitating to abolish it, when his Majesty's ministers 
brought in a bill for the total Abolition of all Slavery in India on or be- 
fore the 12th day of April, 1837, on the ground that it would produce in- 
surrection in every part of India. 

Some of the functionaries in India have evinced a strong indination to 
encourage slavery. In 1824 the Court of Directors ordered the govern- 
ment at Madras to be " extremely cautious in making any regulation for 
defining the relations of master and slave ;" and, in 1826, the Madras 
government declared that the Court's view coincided with their own. In 
1833 the Crown and the Commons proposed the immediate abolition of 
slavery in India; but the East India Company and the House of Lords 
decreed otherwise : the Lords bound the slaves in fresh fetters, and made 
him dependent upon the tender mercies of the Court of DirecStors of a 
company in London, which cannot possibly have any sympathy for the 
slave in India. 

In grappling with this mighty evil, the people of Britain must remem* 
ber that the fate of all the slaves throughout aU India is bound up in the 
fate of the slaves of British India. All these millions of unhappy bru- 
talized beings are utterly without hope of emancipation, unless the people 
of Britain compel the Lords to revive the bill which his Majesty's minis- 
ters introduced to the Commons, proposing absolute emancipation on the 
12th day of April in the coming year. 
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CHARACTER OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

I 

P 

Of all the anomalies existing on the face of the earth, that of American 
slavery is the most perplexing and criminal. Whether viewed in relation to the 
civil institutions of the country, or to the professedly Christian character of the 
population, it awakens emotions of astonishment and disgust. It is a satire on 
the constitution which proclaims that men are bom free and equal, and gives 
the lie to the religious profession of the community. The contact of slavery 
•with republicanism and Christianity in America, instead of ameliorating its cha- 
racter, has added to its horrord, and rendered it more loathsome and abominable 
than it is elsewhere found. Its extenuators may plead the moral worth and 
sacred calling of its patrons, but we point in mournful triumph to the atrocious 
code, in which its character is depicted, and pronounce it to be the masterpiece 
of Satanic barbarity and fraud. The following description was g^ven by Mr. 
Loring, in a learned speech lately delivered in one of the civil courts of America, 
on behalf of a slave child, whom it was sought to return to bondage. Reader, 
look upon the picture, and then say what should be thought of clergypien and 
theological professors who dare to defend it, or to observe an avowed neutrality. 
** Before looking for the lights of our own jurisprudence on the subject," says 
the American barrister, ^^ I ask leave to define, in a more especial manner, what 
is slavery, as it exists among us ? 

For this purpose I shall read from ^ Stroud's Sketch of the Laws relating to 
Slavery' (an accurate and valuable compendium), the following propositions, 
describing the incidents of American slavery. For the most ample proof of each, 
I refer to the work itself, where the codes, statutes, judicial decisions, &c. of 
the several states^ on slavery, are digested. 

Prop. 1. The^ master may determine the kind, and degree, and time of la- 
bour, to which the slave shall be subjected. 

Prop. 2. The master may supply the slave with such food and clothing 
only, both as to quantity and quality, as he may think proper or find con- 
venient. 

Prop. 3. The master may, at his discretion, inflict any punishment upon the 
person of his slave. 

Prop. 4. AlH the power of the master over his slave may be exercised not 
by himself only in person, but by any one whom he may depute as his 
agent. 

Prop. 5. Slaves have no legal rights of property in things, real or persona] ; 
but whatever they may acquire belongs, in point of law, to their masters. 

; Prop. 6. The slave, being a personal chattel, is at all times liable to be sold 
absolutely, or mortgaged or leased at the will of his master. 

Prop. 7. He may also be sold by process of law for the satis&ction of the 
debts of a living, or the debts and bequests of a deceased master, at the suit of 
creditors or legatees. 

Prop. 8. A slave cannot be a party before a judicial tribunal, in any species 
of action, against hi^ master, no matter how atrocious may have been the injury 
received from him. 

Prop. 9. Slaves cannot redeem themselves, nor obtaip a change of masters, 
though cruel treatment may have rendered such change necessary for their per- 
sonal safety. 
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Prop. 10. Slaves being objects of property^ if injured by third persons^ theii 
owners maj bring suit, and recover damages for the injury. 

Prop. 11. Slaves can make no contract. 

Prop. 12. Slavery is hereditary and perpetual. 

I hold in my hand another brief delineation of American slavery. It is ac- 
curate and most expressive^ but its plainness of speech is so remarkable^ that I 
hesitate to read it, before I shall have premised that its author is the Rev. 
Robert J. Breckinridge^ a southern clergyman of great eminence^ at this moment 
a representative from the Presbyterian churches of the United States to those of 
England and Scotland^ but perhaps principally distinguished as an uncompro- 
mising opponent of the inunediate abolitionists. In a speech delivered by Mr. 
B., he asks: — 

What, then^ is [slavery ? for the question relates to the action of certam 
principles on it, and to its probable and proper results ; what is slavery as it 
exists among us ? We reply, it is that condition enforced by the laws of one- 
half the states of this confederacy, in which one portion of the community, called 
masters, is allowed such power over another portion called slaves ; as 

1. To deprive them of the entire earnings of their labour^ except only so 
much as is necessary to continue labour itself^ by continuing heathful existence; 
thus committing clear robbery. 

2. To reduce them to the necessity of universal concubinage, by denying 
to them the civil rights of marriage ; thus breaking up the dearest relations of 
life, and encouraging universal prostitution. 

tf 8. To deprive them of the means and opportunities of moral and intel- 
lectual culture — ^in many states making it a high penal offence to teach them to 
read; thus perpetuating whatever of evU there is that proceeds from igno- 
rance. 

4. To set up between parents and their children an authority higher than 
the impulse of nature and the laws of God; which breaks up the authority of 
the &ther over his own offspring, and^ at pleasure^ separates the mother' at a 
retumless distance from her child ; thus abrogating the clearest laws of nature ; 
thus outraging all decency and justice, and degrading and oppressing thousands 
upon thousands of beings created like themselves in the image of the most 
bgh God ! 

This is ^slavery as it is daily exhibited in every slave state.'^ 



SLAVEHOLDERS NOT ADMITTED TO THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 

The American Quarterly Anti-Slavery Magazine for July last has an able ar- 
ticle, from the pen of Professor Wright, entitled. Slavery and its Ecclesiastical 
Defenders, in which the arguments of the Christian Spectator, and of the Bib- 
lical Repertory and Theological Remew, are subjected to an accurate analysis and 
complete refutation. We should be glad to transcribe the whole of this article, 
but our brief space compels us reluctantly to i eiirict ourselves to the following 
extract :— 

Neither the reviewer, nor any other Biblical critic, dares say that the words 
translated servant and service in the New Testament, have a less extensive sig- 
nification in Greek than in Engliish. To translate them by the words slave and 
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ektveryy is to beg the whole question. Slarery^ trae enough^ may be thus ex- 
alted^ but the Bible is degraded^ for its figures, descriptive of a wiUing and 
cheerful obedience to God, are no longer derived from the Toluntaiy labour of 
cheerful and weU-paid domestics, but from the unwilling and thankless drudgery 
of slaves. The holy John^ and the zealous Paul^ and the courageous Peter^ are 
BO longer the ^servanU of Jesus Christ/ but the * slaves of Jesus Christ.' Would 
the theologians of Princeton turn their Saviour into a slaveholder? Do they 
find any thing so lovely in the beau ideal of a southern slaveholder, tnth his 
himdred negroes, that Uiey would make the relation of the latter to the former 
the tjrpe of theirs to their Divine Lord and Master ? We trust not." 

Now one of the main positions of the reviewer is, that in the days of Christ 
and his apostles slavery existed in Judea, Greece, and Rome, worse than that of 
the present day. Where is his proof that such slavery existed in Judea? We 
know that a species of servitude did exist there, under the denomination ^ovXcia, 
which lacked the odious characteristics of American bondage, which was just 
and honourable both to master and servant. Now, if a worse species of servi- 
tude did exist, it is for the reviewer to show it If this servitude was abused 
by tyranny on the part of the master, so as to be worse than American slavery, 
it is for him to show it If he cannot show it, it will be easy for us to show 
why Christ did not condemn it If he can show it, we turn his battering ram 
upon his own castle. He says to us, the fact that slavery existed, in its worst 
forms* in Judea, and Christ did not condemn it, is proof that slavery in itself is 
not a sin, but the sin lies in the abuse. We say, then, that the foot that slaveiy 
was abused in Judea, and Christ did not pronounce that abuse a sin, is proof 
that it is no sin. Hence, not only is the tree good, but the fruit also. The re- 
viewer may take which course he pleases. But let us remind him that the evi- 
dence that the Saviour did not rebuke any particular sin, is altogether negative. 
For aught we know, the Saviour may have made innumerable applications of 
the principles of his sermon on the mount, which are not recorded. The evan- 
gelists did not take notes of his whole mmistry, much less report the whole in 
four short tracts." 

But did not Christ and his apostles do something more than merely not 
condemn slavery? Did they not receive slaveholders to their communion? 
Such is the assumption of the reviewer. But he has contented himself with the 
assumption, without the trouble of examining ^scriptural passages.' Now that 
there were believing masters in the communion of saints, we have no disposition 
to deny. But the question is, were they slaveholders 9 The reviewer cannot 
make them such, even by his own deceitfiil definition of slavery, without doing 
violence to the sacred text The very gate, by which masters entered the 
church, had vmtten over it, * Masters, give urUo your servants that which is just 
and equal,' Col. iv. 1,— an injunction which would be perfectly nugatory, if it 
left the setvant no voic6 in the bargam, nor any rights as a man. It is all the 
abolitionists now ask of the slaveholder, that he obey this command, in doing 
which he will cease to be a davehoMer, and become the [master of voluntary 
servants, standing, so fiir as rights are couc^ned, <m a footing of equality with 
himself. Again, the apostle, in the very passage where he speaks of believing 
masters, contrasts the servants who were under those masters, with those veho 
were under the t/oJee. It is unfortunate that the English translation fails to give 
• us the distinction which is obtious to every reader of the original. After en- 
joining upon the Uoi tlelv vvh ?vyoy JovXoi, ( Whatsoever servants are under the 
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yoke), that they should count their own masters worthy of all honour^ that the 
name of God and [hii] doctrine be not blaephemed, the sacred writer turns to 
another class> ol Bi wtaro^c ixovrts itvir&rae^ — (but those who have believing 
masters)^ The fair inference from the dietinctivg employed is, that the latter 
were not under the yoke. And this inference is confirmed by the injunction^ 
which the apostle proceeds to lay upon them, /i^ Kara^povtirmffav, tri AdtK^i 
ihiv, (let them not disregard them-«-decline their service — ^because they [the 
masters] are brethren) ; [See Matt. vi. 24^, &K\& fioXXov SovXtv'srwrav, (but 
serve them the more willingly), S(ri wurrol tin xai dyair^roi, ol r^c fvtgyioiaQ 
AvTiKaiiPav6fuv6i* (because they are worthy of confidence and love, assisting in 
[doing their part in] this weU-doing). Now, supposing for a moment that these 
servants of believing masters were still under the yoke, why should the apostle 
address them at all^ except to correct a supposition which they might naturally 
be supposed to entertain, that their masters, as believers, had no longer any au^ 
thorityto enforce the yoke? Does the* apostle correct such a supposition? 
Does he confirm the master's claim ? Not a word like it. He does not say. 
Do not despise— do not throw ofi* the yoke of-— your believing masters, because 
they have die right, or the authority , or the potber to compel service — to enforce 
the yoke ; but> because they are worthy of trust and love, they have no disposi- 
tion to enforce any yoke whatever, except that of mutual kindness. Do not 
throw off the yoke^ because there is no yoke ! The theological reviewers must 
relieve their supposition of this difficulty before they can be allowed to use it 
for admitting slaveholders into the church. Till they have done so, we maintain 

* This word, in our humble opinion, hu been bo nnfairly used by the commentators, 
that we feel constrained to take its part [ai/WXafij3ayeff0a(]. Our excellent tranalatins, 
in rendering the clause ' partakers of the benefit/ evidently lost sight of the component 
preposition, which expresses the opposition cf reciprocity, ratiier than the connexion of par^ 
ticipation. They have given it exactly the sense of /itreCKafipavtiv (2 Tim. ii 6). Had 
the apostle intended such a sense, he would have used the latter verb, or one of the more 
common words, furoxoi, Koiviavovvrtc* &<^* (^^ Heb. iii. 1, and 1 Tim. v. 22, where 
the latter verb is used in the clause, ' neither be partaker of other men's sins.' Had the 
verb in our text been used, it might have been rendered, ' neither be the part'taker of 
other men's sins.') The primary sense of avriXafJtPavt^ is to take in return — to take iu" 
stead of, S^e. Hence, in the middle with the genitive, it signifies to assist, or do one's part 
towards the person or thing expressed by that genitive. In this sense only is the word 
used in the New Testament — (See Luke i 54, and Acts xx. 35). If this be true, the 
word kmpy tola cannot signify the benefit conferred by the gospel, as our common ver- 
sion would make it, but the welUdoing of the servants, who should continue to serve their 
believing masters, while they were no longer under any yohe of compulsion. This word 
is used elsewhere in the New Testament but once (Acts iv. 3), in relation to the ' good 
deed* done to the impotent man. The plain import of the clause, unmystified by the 
conmientators, is, that believing masters would not MI to do their part towards, or encou« 
rage, by suitable retains, the free service of those who had once been under their yoke. 
Dr. Doddridge remarks, that Mr. Cradock proposed to translate it, wlwmll be careful to 
recompense the well doing of their servants i"-** hat I think,' says the doctor, ^ tvtpytoia 
signifies a benefit freely conferred, and, therefore, is hardly fit to express even the cheerful 
and exact obedience of slaves,* — A begging of the question, worthy of the fattest logical 
mendicant ever honoured with ' semi«lunar fardels !' and yet it would have availed the 
learned commentator nothing at all, if he had taken the trouble to ascertain the meaning 
of the next word ) Alas ! that the good Dr. Doddridge was neither the first nor the last 
in this folly. 
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that the injunction of the apostle^ with the reason assigned^ implies^ that all 
servants of believing masters were in fact FREE ; and that the injunction was 
delivered only for the benefit of the servant and the honour of Christianity^ and 
not at all to enforce any claim or yoke of the master. The abolitionists^ indeed^ 
would now give precisely the same advice to the slaves of a truly repentant 
slaveholder ; — ' Do not leave your master's employment^ because he has now 
acknowledged your brotherhood, but serve him the more willingly ; for the very 
fact that he has set you free against his own interests^ proves that you cannot 
have a more faithful employer or better friend.' '* 

*' Where is the reviewer's evidence, biblical or historical, that slaveholders, 
who still enforced the ' yoke/ were admitted by them to the Christian com- 
munion ? This is the vital point of the whole question. For, if the apostles 
did 710^ admit slaveholders into their communion^ not even those who held men 
under the milder * yoke'* of Grecian or Roman bondage, then were the circum- 
stances in which they stood to the slavery of their day, altogether different from 
those in which the professed church of Christ now stands to the brutal system 
of American slavery. If the primitive church was pure from the stain ; if her 
converts, on entering her pale, passed in as brethren; if servants continued 
with their masters solely from affection, and masters reciprocated and aided 
their well-doing, and took care to allow them their just and equal rights, then 
there was no need of a more direct and specific attack on slavery than they 
made in proclaiming the general doctrines of the cross. 'Repent and be con- 
verted,' was a thunderbolt to the slaveholder, which he well knew, in the light 
of Christian example^ must shiver the ^yoke' of his slave. But how is it with 
the church of our days ? We speak now of the great body of professing 
Christians in the United States of America. Why, this church may utter lan- 
guage which, in the mouths] of Christ and his apostles^ cuts oppressors to the 
heart ; she may preach faith to the crucified, and repentance of all sin, and yet 
be the nursing mother of slavery. She has the monster in her arms. She is her- 
self a slaveholder ! Hence the vital importance to the reviewer's argument, of 
having slaveholders-factual slaveholders — ^in the communion of the apostolic 
ehurch.l^For reaisons which may be suspected before we get through, he chose 
to €LS»ume Giefact, and then throw upon the abolitionists (p. 276) the burden of 
proving that the circumstances of the Saviour and his inunediate followers were 
different from ours ! i 

^ Well, we shall take up the burden. Leaving totally out of view the differ- 
ence between a handful of Christians battling with the combined hosts of hy- 
pocritical Judaism and heathenish idolatry, and striving to introduce the first 
'principles of the fear of God into the world, and the present moral power of 
enlightened Christendom, we shall leave the matter to the verdict of common 
sense on the single difference between a non-slaveholding and a slareholding 
church. 

^^ Our blessed Saviour was not a slaveholder, nor the son of a slaveholder, but 
of a carpenter. He honoured manual labour, upon which slaveholders throw 
all manner of contempt, by labouring with his ovm hands. His immediate dis- 
ciples were not slaveholders ; they did not send their servants to catch fish^ or 
to prepare a room where their company might eat the passover. None of the 
mi:dtitude ivho believed on the day of Pentecost could have continued to hold 
slaves> for they had all things common. We read that they sold houses and 

* ** Milder, as the reviewer would say, ' in itself'-^-milder in the abstract. 
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lands, and laid the piice at the apostles' feet, but it is not probable that they 
did the same by any slayes they might have possessed, although it would be 
difficult to say why they might not innocently have done so, if slaveholding in 
itself is right We have nowhere in the Acts of the Apostles, or their numerous 
epistles, any intimation, except the one we have already examined, and perhaps 
another in the epistle to Philemon, that any persons were in the communion of 
the church who ever had been slaveholders. Now, if slaveholders had been 
admitted to the communion, with the authority still to maintsiiP their old rela- 
tion to their slaves, it is hardly possible that great abuses would not have grown 
out of it, for even our reviewer does not deny that the system, with all its es- 
sential goodness, was liable to, and was then actually loaded with fiaghtftil 
almses. Christian slaveholders, influenced by a worldly spirit, would have been 
betrayed into unjustifiable cruelty towards those over whom the apostles recognized 
their supreme authority, they would have been constantly overstepping the 
bounds of brotherhood in their exactions of service, and would have incurred, 
in consequence, the apostolic rebuke. If it were not so, Christian slaveholding 
must have been a vastly more manageable thing than it is now-a-days. But we 
hear not a word of such rebuke. Among ^ the care of all the churches/ we do 
not learn that Paul had any trouble with slaveholders in the church. On the 
other hand^ if slaveholders were excluded from the communion, we should not 
expect it to be mentioned as any thing remarkable, or which perceptibly in- 
creased the odium of the Gospel. Slaveholders would not naturally feel veiy 
ambitious to obtain the communion of a company of the lower class of people, 
headed by a parcel of Galilean fishermen, bearing as their banner the ignomi- 
nious gallows, on which it was the custom to punish SLAVES. When they 
£ound the very champions of this new religion courting the poor rather than the 
rich, not he;sitating, or counting it any hardship to minister to the necessities of 
themselves and others vrith their own hands, when they saw them every where 
reviled, robbed, stoned, and beaten like slaves, with the forty stripes save ofMf^ 
in short, when they saw them ' lynched/ and submitting to it patiently, it is not 
at all probable that they would have deigned to think of communing with them 
till deeply humbled by the grace of God. It is not a very rational supposition, 
that any slaveholder would have thought of joining such a dhurch, and still re- 
nuuning the lord of his vassals. It is even not irrational to suppose that hun- 
dreds of 8lave||olders may have been converted and admitted to the church- 
giving liberty to the slaves under their 'yoke,' — without even questioning 
whether the Gospel required it* What ! join the common people's church, the 
labourer's church, the shn^s church, and still be the hoWer of slaves? If Paul 
«iet slavery any where, he probably did in Corinth, yet he commenced his 
<^ui8e there as a tmit maker^ He thus naturally gained the sympathy and con- 
fidence of the labouring class> and, among the rest, of the slaves, many of whom 
doubtiess were his hearers, and some his converts (1 Cor. vii. 21). And there 
may have been (davehdlders^ too, among his converts. It is plain that the 
latter could not have expected to come into eommunion with converted slaves, 
while they held any power which was not just and righteous in the view of 
slaves, in other words, while they exacted labour by -force. Bnt if, contrary to 
their expectations, they had been so permitted to come in, it'would have been 
the occasion of greatiy increasing the difficulties into which that church after- 
wards fell, and it woidd every where have shut th9 door of the apostle as a 
preacher to labouring people and slaves." ^ 
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WASHINGTON'S WILL. 



Upon the decease of my wile it is my 
will and desire that all my slaves, which I 
hold in my own right, shall receiye their 
freedom. To emancipate them during her 
life, would, though earnestly wished, be at- 
tended with such insuperable difficulties, 
on account of their intermixture by mar- 
riages with the dower negroes, as to create 
the most fearful sensation, if not disagree- 
able consequences from the latter, while 
both descriptions are in the occupancy of 
the same proprietor ; it not being in my 
power under the tenure by which the dower 
negroes are held to manumit them. And, 
whereas, among those who will receive 
their freedom according to this clause, there 
may be some who, from old age, or bodily 
infirmities, and others who, on accoxmt of 
their infancy, will be unable to suppor^ 
themselyes } it is my will and desire that 
all who come under the first and second 
descriptions shall be comfortably clothed 
and fed by my heirs while they lire ; and 
that such of the latter description as have 
no parents living, or, if living, are unable 
or unwilling to provide for them, shall be 
bound by the court until they shall arrive 
at the age of twenty-five years ; and, in 
cases where no record can be produced 
whereby their ages can be ascertained, the 
judgment of the court, upon its own view 
of the subject, shall be adequate and final. 
The negroes, thus bound, are by their 
masters and mistresses to be taught to read 
and write, and to be brought up to some 
useful occupation, agreeable to the laws of 
the commonwealth of Virginia, providing 



for the support of orphans and other poor 
children. 

And I do hereby expressly forbid the 
sale or transportation oat of the said com- 
monwealth, of any slave I may die pos- 
sessed of under any pretence whatever. 
And I do, moreover, pointedly, and most 
solemnly enjoin it upon my executors here- 
aflter named, or the survivor of them, to see 
that this clause respecting slaves, and every 
part thereof, be religiously fulfilled at the 
epoch at which it is directed to take place, 
without evasion, neglect, or delay, after the 
crops which are then on the ground are 
harvested. Particularly as it respects the 
aged and infirm, seeing that a regular and 
permanent fund be established for their 
support, as long as there are subjects re- 
quiring it, not trusting to the uncertain 
provisions to be made by individuals. 
And to my mulatto man William (calling 
himself William Lee), I give immediate 
freedom, or, if he should prefer it on ac- 
count of the accidents which have befallen 
him, and which have rendered him inca- 
pable of walking, or of active employment, 
to' remain in the situation he now is, it 
shall be optional for him to do so ; in either 
case, however, I allow him an annuity of 
thirty dollars during his natural life, which 
shall be independent of the victuals and 
clothes he has been accustomed to receive, 
if he chooses the last alternative, but in full 
with his freedom if he prefers the first. 
And this I give him as a testimony of my 
sense of his attachment to me, and for 
his faithful service during the revolationai^ 
war. 



SLAVERY VERSUS LITERATURE. 



The Charleston Mercury, afW having 
incautiously recommended the Rev. J. H. 
Hinton's History of America, vrams the 
public against it, as follows : — 

".Abolition Vipany. — Our readers will 
remember that we gave a favourable notice 
some weeks ago of a work, entitled, * The 
History and Topography of the United 
States of North America, &c. &c: Edited 
by John Howard Hinton, A.M. With 
additions and corrections. By Samuel 
Knapp.' 

" We now warn our readers against en- 
couragiag said work. The perpetrators of 
it, after sending an agent to the south to so- 
licit subscriptions, which were given with 



the characteristic liberality of our people,- 
have introduced into the sixteenth number, 
matter as false, calumnious, and incendiary, 
as can be found in any other publication of 
the Tappan's blood. It is thus the south 
is treated for its unsuspicious generosity. 
The agent employed for this city and Sa- 
vannah, as soon as made aware of the base 
purposes for which he had been employed, 
indignantly threw up his agency, and in- 
tends, we understand, to call upon all per- 
sons who have subscribed, to refund what 
they have paid, and to discharge them from 
all obligation under their subscriptions. 
The miscreants, whose agency he re- 
nounces, have thus been guilty of as black 

Y 
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a crime toward him as toward the south — " It is a warning to the peopU of the 

bringing in jeopardy both his life and cha- sonth against all northern publications for 

racter ; for, if unaware of the contents of which their patronage is solicited. We 

the work he was circulating, he had con- are taught to expect the stab of the as- 

tinned to act for them, we cannot answer sassin wheneirer we are approached firom 

that he would not have paid the forfeit that quarter by requests for literaiy pa- 

of his life, and been the victim of their tnmage." 
baseness. 



OBSERVATION OF THE LAST MONDAY IN OCTOBER AS A 
DAY FOR SPECIAL PRAYER ON BEHALF OF THE ABO- 
LITION OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

We are glad to find, by communications from different parts of tLe 
country, that the last Monday in October was extensively observed by our 
churches for the pm^oses contemplated by our American brethren. Had 
the arrangement been known amongst us earlier, there is no doubt but a 
larger number of meetings would have been held ; but we trust, as it is, 
that our brethren will experience, in answer to the supplications presented 
on their behalf, increased tokens of the divine p^sence and blessing. When 
a people unite together in fervent believing prayer, they cannot iail to ac- 
complish so benevolent and Christian an object as the abolitionists contem- 
plate. 

The following letter and resolution will speak for themselves. We 
heartily commend them to the attention of our psfstors and churches. 

BinniDgham^ Nov. 8^ 1836.. 
My dear Brotbe*, 

I have the pleasure of forwarding to you the accompanying resolutioii 
of the cburch with which I am connected ; a resolution which they adopted 
with unanimity and great cordiality. Our meeting on the last Monday evening 
in October was numerously attended^ and prayers^ fervent and sincere, were 
presented on behalf of our much injui*ed fellow-creatures and fellow-Christians. 
You must not suppose that, previously to that evening, our devotional services 
manifested an entire obUvion of those objects of Christian compassion — no; 
they have been frequently the subjects of our united intercession at the throne 
of our common Father ; but from this time we propose to give the case of the 
oppressed a preeminence in our addresses to heaven, on the* last Monday in each 
month. And we hope that many churches in our beloved country will unite 
with their brethren in a far distant land, to implore the speedy and effectual in- 
terposition of God on their behalf, and that we shall not cease to plead, till the 
yoke of the oppressor be broken, and freedom shall become the common privi- 
lege of every man. 

Wishing you great pleasure and success in your labours, and uninterru{)ted 
health in the prosecution of those pastoral labours which I am very happy to 
find you are resuming. I subscribe myself, very sincerely and affectionately. 

Your brother, 

Thomas Morgan. 
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k'esolution of the Baptist Churchy Bond Street, Birmingliamj passed at their 
ChurcVmeetiDg^ held October 2d, 1886. 

The church; having been informed that the abolitionists of America have set 
apart the last Monday evening in every month for the purpose of especial united 
prayer on behalf of the oppressed negroes, vrhich is observed by them with as 
much regularity and interest as the first Monday evening in each month is re- 
garded by the friends of Missions, do unanimously resolve. 

That vire will, on those evenings, unite with our Christian brethren in humble 
and fervent prayer to Gpd, that he will mercifully protect and assist his devoted 
servants, who labour for the temporal and spiritual welfare of their degraded 
fellow-men ; and that he will speedily deliver the helpless slave out of the hand 
of his oppressor, not only in America, but in every part of the world. , 



AN EVERY-DAY OCCURRENCE. 



Kentucky is on« of the mildest of the 
alave states; yet, even there, deeds are 
daily transacted which chill the heart of 
every humane man. The following was re- 
ported, at the Pittsburgh Anti-Shivery So- 
ciety, by the Rev. John Rankin, a Fres- 
byterian clergyman of high respectability. 
Just in sight of my house, said Mr. R., on 
the other side of the Ohio river, there lived 
a respectable man, extensively known, and 
esteemed and trusted as far as he was 
known, but he was held as a slave, as the 
property of another man. He often dealt 
and did business in Ripley, and was gene- 
rally known, and much esteemed by our ci- 
tizens — had what was called a very humane 
master, but unfortunately his master fell in 
debt, and, being unable to meet the de- 
mands against him, he mortgaged his slave 
for 550 doUars. As the time of the mort- 
gage was near expiring, the master told 
this man that if he would pay the sum 
he was mortgaged for he should be free. 
The man's heut waf glad, and he came 
with tears in his eyes, and laid his case be- 
fore the citizens of Ripley, who entered 
into it with unusual interest, and readily 
subscribed the money, one man putting 
down twenty-five dollars, another twenty- 
five, another twenty, fifteen, ten, five, and 
so on. While this subscription was going 
on, I saw and conversed with the master 
in Ripley, told him what progress was 
made, and he seemed to be pJeased as I 
was with the prospect that this poor man 
would soon be at liberty to dwell with his 
wife and two children, who were free. But 
just as all our expectations were at the 
highest, when this man had, as it were, 
his liberty and his domestic happiness be- 
fore his eyes, one night, iust about dark, 
four men appeared at the door of his cabin. 



entered, seized and bound him. He stood 
in awful silence awhile, for he understood 
it all, then broke out in a deep groan, " Oh, 
if it was not for my children, i could bear 
it.*' He was then taken in irons to Wash- 
ington jail — ^this man of honourable feel- 
ings, this innocent man, not even charged 
with a crime, in this land of law, was 
thrown bound into prison, and soon- taken 
on board a boat down the river, to a re- 
tumless, hopeless distance from his wife 
and tender babes, without being allowed 
even the consolation of just bidding them 
farewell. 

This, said Mr. R., is a picture of slavery. 
T^e explanation is, that uie master had an 
offer of 750 dollars for his slave from a 
slave-driver ; and, for the sake of 200 dol- 
lars, he dashed this cup of prospective hap- 
piness to the earth, and tore asunder those 
tender ties, which God had said. Let no 
man sever. Two others in the same 
neighbourhood were sold at the same time 
— one a husband, sold away from his fa- 
mily ; the other a mother, sold from her 
child. I can appeal to a thousand wit- 
nesses in that place who will testify to these 
facts. 

It is as common there to sell men as it is 
to sell horses. Now to do this to a man 
who has lived under the Gospel, who knows 
his rights, who has been brought up in a 
civilized land, to seize him, bind him in 
chains, not give him leave to bid farewell 
to his Wife and children, and carry him off, 
equals in cruelty any thing that is known in 
the African slave trade. 

It is common there to chain them in 
droves and drive them through the country, 
innocent men, yes, and women too, who are 
charged with no^rime, just for money. Is 
this right 1 I suppose this is a Christian 
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aasembly. Is such a thing consistent with 
the Gospel 1 Suppose your children were 
seized and bound, and carried off to>night, 
where you would never see them more. To 
understand this subject, you must bring it 
home toyourself, and make the case your 
own. Tnis is commonly done in the night. 
They are afraid to let the slaves know that 
they are sold, lest they should escape. The 
man of colour has all the feelings of human 
nature. Under that black skin are found 



all the features of the human soul. Yoa 
see in the big tear and the heaving bosom, 
that it is human nature that bleeds. I have 
known a mother torn from her tender babe 
when it was but four weeks old. Can any 
slave trade exceed this in cruelty. I know 
there are many, even of those who hold 
slaves, who would not do this, and I speak 
of them with pleasure. But where slavery 
is, there are multitudes who will do it, and 
it will be done. 



OUTRAGES IN MISSOURI. 



DAYS OP MARTYRDOM COMING. . 

The apostle assures us that *'he that 
hateth his brother is a murderer," and of 
course, only waits the occasion to imbrue 
his hands in his brother's blood. Now the 
system of American Slavery is one great 
system of man-hatred. Its) spirit is there- 
fore a murderous one. To the poor negro 
it offers as the only alternative, submission 
or death. Does the negro dare to lift his 
hand in self-defence it visits death upon 
him, at discretion, in an instant. To its 
immediate victims, therefore, it is, from 
first to last, nothing but one great, orga- 
nized, and established system of Lynch 
law. And, therefore, whenever [the slave, 
unable to endure his oppression longer, 
undertakes in any way to throw it off, it 
stabs him to the heart at once. Without 
misgiving or hesitation it hatbes its hand 
in his blood, and so acts the murderer as 
well as breathes his spirit. This is slavery 
in its essential elements andj results to the 
slave. Of course what it is and what it 
does to its immediate victims, we should 
expect it tQ be and to do to all who come 
between it and its victim, by taking that 
victim's part. The power and the occa- 
sion, therefore, being granted, and slav.ery 
would deny itself and belie its own essen- 
tial and innerent spirit, if it did not drink 
the blood of the man who took the part and 
vindicated the right of its victim. Offer- 
ing, in its very nature, submission or death 
as the only alternative to the slave, it 
must of necessity do the same to his advo- 
cate and defender. Murderous in spirit to 
the one, it must be so to the other : and 
drinking the blood of the one, whenever he 
refuses the degradiiig alternative, nothing 
but want of power can or will keep it, 
when occasion offers, from drinking the 
blood of the other. Nothing but such 
want of power can keep the roan 
tbat takes the bondman's part from sharing 
the bondman's fate. We are not at all 
surprised, therefore, at the recent outrages 



at Marion College, nor shall we be sur- 
prised if things proceed from bad to worse, 
until in the end, instead of persecutions 
like those belo^, we read of deaths and 
mar^rdom. 

Quincy, Illinoit» May 21, 1856. 
Dear Brothw Leavitt, 
I arrived at Marion College about the 
first of May, with a company of young men 
who expected either to enter the college as 
regular students, or the mission fiurms as 
''recruits." Also," I had in my care a 
respectable coloured young man, and a 
coloured boy, both firom New York city, 
both provided with free papers, &c., as 
required by law to admit them into the 
state of Missouri. The younger was to have 
been bound to Dr. Nelson until twenty- 
one, and the other expected to recite to me 
or some other student, and support him- 
self by manual labour, until he should be 
qualified to go to the land of his forefathers 
( AfricaXto preach the everlasting gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the heathen. For this, 
and for bringing such a library of books, 
&c. as I chose, beifig a white native 
citizen of the United States, violent threats 
wen» thrown out. Judging it wisdom to 
remove the boys from the state, at least 
while such exciteuMint existed, I did so. 
But meeting brother Nelson on the bank of 
the Mississippi river, bfing just on his return 
with his family from Tennessee, and greatly 
desiring to avail himself of the labours o£ 
the boy, particularly 'at that time, while 
settling his family, the boy was permitted 
to return and be with him. The day after 
a company of men came from IPalmyra to 
take the boys ; but not finding them as 
they anticipated, they were greatly exas- 
perated, and renewed their threats ; fbr 
which reason it was thought best to 
remove the boy as soon as possible. Ac- 
cordingly it was done. But notwithstand- 
ing this, a company of two men from 
Palmyra began to beat up volunteers for a 
mob on the Sabbath day. May 15, to come 
up to the college. They could not succeed 
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in getting horses that 'night ; but by eight 
o'clock tiie next morning they mustered 
between fifty and seventy men on horse* 
back, and a few in carriages. Two hun- 
dred are said to have been enrolled, among 
which were a number of lawyers, doctors, 
and other public characters. They pro- 
ceeded to Marion College and the ''Mis- 
sion Farms," distance twelve miles, armed 
with pistols, dirks, &c., and tbe most of 
them also with clubs. Myself was their 
first object. They arrived about twelve 
o'clock, and found me alone in the field 
ploughing, apprehending no danger. Bro* 
ther Williams ^who owned the farm) had 
gone to Illinois with the boy. I was 
immediately taken prisoner by four men, 
and in a few moments was surrounded by 
the whole gang, who. had surrounded the 
farm, and |came galloping in from eveiy 

auarter. I inquired under what authority 
hey came, but received no answer. I 
again asked if they had legal authority 
from the revised statutes of the state of 
Missouri, and was vehemently answered, 
"No, (with dreadful oaths), but we come 
under mob jlaw *' — " Lynch law," &c. I 
then addressed one of the leaders, who was 
a lawyer, and inquired if the laws of the 
state of Missouri will not protect its citi- 
zens, and you whose office it is to enforce 
those laws, are found at the head of a mob, 
what is our government good for? and 
what has our nation come to 1 I could not 
proceed. They immediately demanded my 
incendiary books and pamphlets. I de- 
clared I possessed no book or books by 
such a title. But finally they became suf- 
ficiently cool to tell me in plain words that 
they .wanted my anti-slavery books, &c. 
I refused to give them to them until I had 
the privilege of conversing with Dr. Nel- 
son a few moments, which they granted 
after searching the farm-house throughout, 
in drawers, closets, and not only my 
clothing and trunks, but also those -of the 
ladies ! but to no purpose, as I had pre- 
viously informed them. When they com- 
menced they declared to the family that 
the mob consisted ['of gentlemeHf and they 
would treat them with politeness ! After 
the above conduct, and before they left the 
house, they threatened the ladies that if 
they were not out of the house previous to 
Saturday night, they would bum the house 
and give them no chance to escape. 

The whole group, in a long procession, 
escorted me in great triumph through the 
college campus <m our way to Dr. Nelson's. 
They respected him pubUcly, though they 
muttered some time among themselves. 
I then discovered to them the books they 
were in search of. On our return, they 
.halted at the college, and took two more 
prisoners, brothers Benson, of New York, 



and Smith, from , who were students. 

One of them, however, they let go ; but 
with the other, Mr. Benson, and myself, 
and the books, they prepared to return to 
Palmyra. Brother Nelson accompanied us 
as far as the Mission farm, pleading with 
them that they would let us go. Notwith- 
standing his entreaties, backed by those of 
tbe ladies, they drove us off, on foot, while 
the old gentleman sat down and wept bit- 
terly. The ladies retired for prayer, and 
the Lord heard them. On our way we 
were both treated with great brutality. 
Enraged to the highest pitch with rum and 
the .spirit of their master, they could not 
agree as to what manner they might wreak 
their vengeance on us. Finally, after 
crossing a prairie about five miles wide, 
and coming to the edge of a beautiful grove, 
they were commanded to halt by their cap- 
tain, and' ordered to form a hollow square, 
or circle, with their horses, which was 
done. We were marched into the centre, 
and the neat Sanhedrim was set ; but they 
appeared more exasperated than wise. 
They first moved, that each should have a 
hundred and fifty lashes. Brother Ben- 
son's case was then first tried, who was 
charged onit/ with "pernicious sentiments," 
and to whom they gave, as they termed it, 
an " honourable dismission/' upon condi- 
tions that he would not disseminate his 
doctrines among the slaves, to which he 
gave assent, and rode out of the place. 

My case was then held up for investiga- 
tion. Lawyer Wright was appointed 
spokesman. On his calling for the manner 
of punishment, some proposed tar and 
feathers ; others a hundred lashes ; others 
to 'take. me to Palmyra, and keep me there 
until night, then daub me with tar, and 
burn me with the books. Mr. Wright 
finally made a proposition, to which they 
agreed, which was, that I must eitlier re- 
ceive a hundred and fifty lashes, or Jeave 
the state. But when they found I pre- 
ferred the lashes to being driven from the 
state, they would not let that stand, but 
made another, which was, that I must 
have a hundred and fifty lashes, well laid 
on, and if I lived through it, I must lose 
my life if found within the bounds of the 
state after the following Saturday. Seeing 
that it was impossible for me to accomplish 
any thing under these circumstances within 
the state, I concluded to leave it. Upon 
these grounds they released me, taking the 
bucks with them, which I wished them to 
read, and added, I hoped they would do 
them good. But before we separated, Mr. 
Wright 'was appointed to reprimand me. 
After he was done, I wished to defend my- 
self by a reply. But they all cried out, 
" We wont hear him." 

Throughout all my trial I felt composed. 
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wad reeoBoiled to the will of my hearaily 
Father : feeUng oonaciooe that I deeenrcd 
whipping, for I had not done half what I 
oognt for my brothers in b<mdage. I traat 
the scene was not in Tain. It's excellent 
trainine for a missionary ; in fact, I doli't 
know how I should get along without it. 
The hearts of the sisters and brother N., 
who we left in the sorrow of their soul, and 
who prayed earnestly for ns, were lejoioed 
to see us return alive. 

On the erening of the I8th, at midnigfat, 
a company came and took brother Wil- 
liams nom bed, to drag him to town before 
a magistratey under the pretence of legal 
authority, for the purpose of enforcing a 
fine which they pretenaed he was liable to 
pay for receiving the free colored boys. 
He was not liable, and doubtless will re- 
cover damages. Their plan that nig^t was, 
to take Wijliams, and me as witness, to 
Palmyra, under the above pretence, from 
whence, doubtless, we should have never 
returned. We avoided going by his paying 
sixty dollars. 



Special word having been sent to brother 
Williams from this royal council, for him 
to depart the state upon the same day, we 
aecoraingly did so, together with some 
students who had received the same com^ 
mands ; but did not get off so easy then. 
After arriving on ihe banks of the Missis- 
sippi, at La Grange, we could not get a 
boat to cross in, hence had to wait. In 
the mean time, a new company of hungry 
wolves came upon ns, and examined mi- 
nutely all our baggage, &c. A heavy rain 
commenced ftlling, which added consider- 
ably to our troubles. We soon ascertained 
that we could get a canoe by going three 
miles, which was willingly done ; and with 
the fiunily in, we paddled ten miles, to 
Quincy, Illinois, where we are at present, 
rejoicing to ^t away from those darker 
shores of slavery ; but regrettiDg that those 
that are bound could not be as free as we. 

Your brother in Christ, 

A. C. Garkatt. 
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The following are the resolutions re- 
cently passed by the General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, on the 
subject of Abolition : — 

Whereas, ' great excitement has per- 
vaded this country on the subject of aboli- 
tionism, which is reported to have been 
increased in this citv recently, by the un- 
justifiable conduct of two members of the 
General Conference, in lecturing upon and 
in favour of that agitatinff topic : and, 
whereas, such a course on the part of any 
of its members, is calculated to bring upon 
this body the suspicions and distrust of the 
community, and misrepresent its sentiments 
in regard to the point at issue: and, 
whereas, in this aspect of the case, a due 
regard for its own character, as well as a 
just concern for the interests of the church 
confided to its care, demand a fiill, decided, 
and unequivocal expression of the views of 
the General Conference in the premises ; 
Therefore, 

Resolved by the delegates of the annual 
conferences, in General Conference assem- 
bled, 

1. That they disapprove, in the most 
unqualified sense, the conduct of two mem- 
bers of the General Conference, who are 
reported to have lectured |in this city re- 
cently upon and in favour of modem abo- 
lition. 



2. That they are decidedly opposed to 
modem abolitionism, and wholly disclaim 
any right, wish, or intention, to interfere in 
the civil and political relation between 
master and slave, as it exists in the slave- 
holding states of this Union. 

3. That the foregoing preamble and re- 
solutions be published in Our periodicals* 

Thomas L. Douglas, 

Secretary. 
Cincinnati, O., May 14, 1836. 

The first of the above resolutions passed 
by a vote of 122 to 11. The second reso- 
lution was divided into two parts ; the vote , 
on the first part expressing decided oppo^ 
sition to modern abolitionism, stood, ayes 
120, nays 14 ; and on the second part it 
was unanimous. The resolutions, it will 
be seen, are to be printed in all the papers 
of the denomination, and at the same time, 
this same body refuse to print the Address 
of the British Methodists to the Methodiste 
of this country, because it speaks out on 
the subject of slavery. 
ff Thus has the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church apostatized 
from Methodism as it was, and unblash- 
ingly declared itself the friend and patron 
of slarery. How has the gold become dim ! 
Well does the editor of ZionV Watchman, 
a Methodist paper, remark : 
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" Alas for our British brethren ! In- great evil ;' and not only so, but they have 

stead of our connexion ' having already ' condemned * the efforts of any, and all in 

begon to condemn the banefiil system' of our church, who are striving to oppose it^ 

slayeiy, the congregated wisdom, talent, and by one member of that body, some of 

and piety of our connexion have just now them nave been judged guilty of a damniko 

refused — positively refused to say, in the iNiQurry, and another of them wished 

language of our own discipline, that they dead ! ! ! " 
are even ' as much as ever convinced of its 



RESOLUTIONS OF ASSOCIATED BODIES ON THE SUBJECT OF 

AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

Our inde&tigable friend and brother^ Mr. George Thompson, is labouring with 
hifl usual diligence and success in the North of England. The American 
mobocracy erred egregiously in driving him from the States, as their more in- 
telligent and reflecting leaders are by this time fully aware. His presence 
amongst us is kindling into a flame the sparks which might otherwise have ex- 
pired, and will return to the shores from which he was driven, an extent of 
moral influence^ which bis labours there could never have commanded. He 
has recently lectured to immense auditories at Newcastle, North and South 
Shields, Leeds, Manchester, Durham, Lei(;ester, Birmingham, and several other 
places, and is still proceeding unwearied in his arduous course. We are glad 
to find that Mr. Thompson avails himself of every opportunity to address mis- 
sionary meetings. He is quite right in this. Right in principle and in policy, 
and we advise him to persevere. The church of Christ is the hope of the slave^ 
and thejday of his redemption is accelerated in the exact degree that thedisci- 
ples],of Christ are made to feel that they are responsible for the welfare of theiir 
degraded and injured brother. Some of the following resolutions were passed 
after Mr. Thompson's lecture. 

At a public meeting of the Baptist Mis; Friends, in the ehair, the following reso- 

sionary Society, held on Monday evening, lutions were passed : 

September 19, 1836, at the New Hall, 1. That this meeting, considering per^ 

Leicester, John Ryley, Esq., in the chair, sonal liberty as the inahenable birthright of 

the following resolution was unanimously every human being; and knowing ^at 

passed : *' God hath made of one blood all nations of 

Hiat this meeting has observed with gra- men, to dwell on all the face of the earth," 

titude to God the co-operation of their regards man's holding property in man as 

American brethren in the great work of an invasion of man's natural rights, and a 

•evtmgelizuig the world ; but is grieved at direct violation of the fundamental princi- 

the appalling picture of 'domestic bondage pled of justice^and morality, 

which is sustained in the {United States ; 2. That as men, without distinction of 

and believing slavery to be an insult to our nation, caste, or colour, are objects of God^s 

common nature, a violation of the laws of redeemxag love, and, when visited with his 

reason, and an awful sin in the s^ht of saving grace, become, alike sons of God, 

God, repudiates the thought of any one, members of his church, and brethren in 

who calls himself a follower of Christ, ren- Christ Jesus, entitled alike to all tiie privi- 

dexing his support to this flagrant evil, leges of Chxistians here, and alike heirs of 

whilst affecting zeal for the salvation of the the same gloxy he;reafter ; it is, therefore, 

world; considering all such, inasmuch as highly dishonourable to God our Father, 

they live in sin, unfit to be members of the derogatoiy from God our Saviour, and of- 

church of Christ fensive to €K>d our Sanctifler, for professing 

^^^_________, Christians to hold their fellow-Christians 

in slavery, or to regard them with any hos- 

At a public meeting, convened by the tile, unbrotherly, contemptuous, or repul- 
North Shields Anti-Slaveiy Society, and sive prejudices, merely because of any in- 
held in the Wesleyan chapel, Howard-street, feriority in their civil condition, or of any 
North SMelds, on October the Slst, 1836 ; physical difference in their colour and con- 
Robert Spence, Esq., of the Society of formation. 
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3. That, as slavery and most unbro- States of North America and in Great 
therlj prejudices respecting colour, with Britain, in furtherance of vmmifdiaU slave 
their innumerable and atrocious attendant emancipation. 

sins and evils, exist to a great extent in ......... 

the United ^^tate8 of North America, and A public meeting was held . at South 
are cherished and upheld, and endeavours Shields, on the evening of October 25th, in 
made to vindicate and perpetuate them in the Wesleyan chapel, when the following 
that country, by multitudes not only pro- resolutions were passed : 
fessing unbounded love to civil liberty, but 1. That, " God having made of one 
even^professing to be Christians, this meet- blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all 
ing, considering that the church of God, in the face of the earth ; and having deter- 
all regions, of the universe, is but one mined the times before appointed, and the 
body — and that if one member suifers, all bounds of their habitstioQ, that they should 
the members suffer with it^deeply sympa- seek the Lord," this meeting deeply de- 
thize with their fellow-men and brother- plores to learn that our Christian brethren 
Christians, whether held in slavery or re- in the United States of America are violat- 
garded with unbrotherly prejudices because ing this great principle, by holding in 
of their complexion, by the citizens of the bondage and ignorance upwards of two 
United States of North America ; and, re- millions of our fellow-creatures, and deny- 
joicing in the progress which the cause of ing them those rights and privileges which 
immediate slave-emancipation has, in that the Almighty declares are the inalienable 
country, already made, feel loudly called rights of all. 

upon to use, in humble dependance on the S. That this meeting rejoice in the ra- 

Divine blessing, every Scriptural means to pidity with which anti-slavery associations 

hasten, not o^y in the North American are increasing, as well as in the more open 

United States, but also throughout all the and |;extended avowal of the duty which 

world, the complete abolition of slavery ; prompts to immediate and unconditional 

which would soon be followed, every emancipation ; and while they would cor- 

where, by the utter and everlasting extinc- dially assist and encourage the abolitionists 

tidn of all those unchristian prejudices of the United States, they would faithfully 
respecting colour, with their innumerable ' and affectionately expostulate with theur 

sins and attendant evils, to the whites as Transatlantic, brethren, who are in any way 

well as to the blacks, to the free much more implicated ^in upholding this unjust, un- 

than to the bond, which are its natural and scriptural, and demoraliung system, 

necessary consequences. > 3. That this meeting tender its thanks to 

4. That the tiianks of this meeting are Mr. G. Thompson, tor his eloquent and 
due, and are hereby given, to Mr. George impressive address on the present occaaioo; 
Thompson, for his unwearied Christian and ana for his unwearied and zealous advocacy 
indomitable exertions, both in the United in behalf of the slave. 
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The dews of midnight gathered on his brow. 
And still he knelt in prayer. The bitter thought 
Of all he had endured, must still endure ; 
The days — the years of unrequited toU, 
The coarse and scanty fare, the tattered garb, 
The taunt, the bitter curse, the bloody scourge — 
All these and worse, far worse the simerer Imew. 
They had withheld firom him the bread of life, 
Haa crushed his spirit, bound his spul in chains, 
And borne him to the earth. But these were wrongs. 
Scarce felt — scarce heeded, while his infant boy 
And the fond mother welcomed him with smiles, 
When his hard task of day was o'er. But they—- 
Where were they 1 Sold ! as beasts of burthen sdd ! 
That very mom, he saw them chained and driven 
To a fiir distant clime* Marvel ye then. 
That he should turn from earth and ask of Heaven, 
Power to endure such weight of bitter wrong? 
For nature, unsubdued, demanded blood. 
While thus he lifts his head in fervent prayer, ^ 
A light firom Heaven dispels the vengeful gloom : — 
He bows his toil-worn form to earth, and cries-^ 
"Vengeance is thine, thou wilt repay, O God !" ^ 




l$fytt^ in Timtvim 
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EAST INDIA SLAVERY. 

No. III. . \ 

Thb opening of another Session of the Imperial Parliament is a proper 
f^pportunityfor laying before our readers the proceedings of the legislatilreand 
executive authorities of the United Kingdom, on the subject of Slavery in 
India^ at the time they inquired into the state of India^ and again chartered 
away the government of Hindostan to a company of the merchants of 
England^ who had originally been incorporated into a Joint Stock Asso- 
ciation liierely for the purpose of trading to the East Indies^ but who 
embarked in the Ai&ican slav^ trade, and who now stand forth as the 
Oovemmeht of India. . 

• In order duly to appreciate the flagrancy of the crime Vhich Britain has 
committed in rivetting the fetters of the slave she called forth for eman. 
cipation^ it is necessary to pay particular attention to the dates of the 
various proposals, speeches, and acts of the ministers of the crown, of the 
members of the two houses of parliament, and of the proprietors of India 
stock; then it will appear clearly, that, in accordance with the well 
known, feelings of the entire population of Britain — ^men, women, and 
children — ih^ ministers of the crown proposed that all sorts of slavery 
ahould absolutely cease throughout British India on the twelfth day of 
April, 1837 ' so that, *' where Britain's power is felt, mankind should 
feel her mercy too V' That was noble ; and it bespoke a country proiid 
and jealous of the blessing of personal liberty. The House of Commons 
seemed to meet the %vish of the country, and the proposal of the crown ; 
but the East India Company raised tl^e war cry ; of all people in the 
world, they stood forth as the champions of India, th« country on whose 

z 
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vitals they prey. Heretofore they always had suppressed any mention of 
the existence of slavery in India^ but^ finding it impossible to hide the 
crime any longer, especially as it was proposed to institute a Slavery Com- 
mission, all at once they changed their system of t^tctics, and they ex. 
claimed that slavery is so universal, that any attempt to abolish it would 
produce revolt from one end of India to another. Whfenever the people 
of Britain have been compelled to interpose themselves between 
the East India Company and their victims, the Company has 'sheltered 
itself -from the ejffects of popular indignation under some unintel. 
ligible jargon about the invincible prejudices rf the Hindoos hi favour of 
burning their widows, paying taxes to Juggernaut, &c. ; so, in the case of 
slavery, they complicated the simple case of stealing a man and selling 
him, with all sorts of insinuations about the rights of heads of families, 
caste, adoption, concubinage, and marriage ! What connexion can there 
possibly be between a Palla serf, who is esteemed so impure that he may 
not approach his master, and adoption, concubinagie, marriage, or any 
other family or even domestic arrangement ? 

Mr. St. George Tucker is the director who first stood forth as the 
champion of slavery in India ; he himself was clerk to Sir William Jones, 
whose denunciation of slavery in Calcutta we quoted in our last article on 
this subject, at page 152. Since he was a clerk in the Supreme C3ourt at 
Calcutta, he has had to appear there in another character. We shrink 
from blotting our pages with defamatory matter ; but if a man will dare 
to step forth, in the metropolis of the empire, and hold back the sceptre of 
mercy when extended to abolish the great national crime of slavery, we 
feel compelled to say who and what he is. Mr. St'. John Tucker is a man 
whdse word ought not to set aside the will of the nation. • - 

Mr. Jenkins, the director, has been a clever man in his way*— President 
at the Court of* Nagpore ; but we have heard that his best 'days are gone 
'by ; however, at the best, the nursling of a heathen despot's court is not 
the man from whom the people of Britain will learn the rights 'of man. 
Every reader of these paces is already convinced of the groas misj:ake 
into which Mr. Jenkins falls, when he says, '' There is nothing in tlie 
situation of slavery in India which approaches at all to that of the same 
class in the West Indies." True ! there is, indeed, a difference in the 
geographical position *of the slaves of either Indies ; one is in east lon- 
gitude and the other in west longitude, but both are stolen, sold, and 
bmtaMzed ; both cry out with a very bitter cry for mercy and for justice ; 
the cry of both reaches up unto the ear of the God of nations, and he has 
sworn to avenge their cause ; even in our day we have seen him break up 
the established empires of oppressors, and surely our ephemeral empire in 
India cannot stand against him. 

Mr. Fergusson, the director, has no personal knowledge of India beyond 
the limits of the city of Calcutta. 

The majority of the House of Lords, perhaps, considered- it of more 
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consequence to thwart a Whig, measure than to do an act of justice to 
millions. Lord Ellenborough objected^ that the Slave Commission would 
cost £15,Q00 a year ! Perhaps that sum exceeds the amount of his own 
sinecures^ pensions^ &c. 

On the 13th of June> 1833, Mr. Charles Grant brought before the 
House of Commons the jsubject of the East India Charter, and in the 
course of his speech he said, *' Another part of the Bill will relate to the 
system of slavery in India. It will be necessary to pursue a different 
course in dealing with slavery in the East and West ' Indies, in conse- 
qifenbe .of peculiar circumstances connected with the former. It cannot 
be denied, that on the coast of Malabar there have been some melancholy 
instances of oppression to the slaves ; but, generally speakings slavery is 
not so severe in the East Indies, in consequence of its being the effect of 
caste^.and connected with religion. » I 'mention these circumstances, not as 
an objection to the abolition of slavery in the East Indies,, but as a reason 
for proceeding to effect this object with caution, I shall, therefore, pro- 
pose, that, after a given period, slavery shall entirely cec&e- in India,, and 
that the governor-general shaU have the power of appointing commis. 
sions to inquire on the spot, into the best mode of effecting this object, 
with this proviso, that if he should find himself able to abolish slavery 
before the period fixed by law, he shall be at liberty to do so." 

Mr. Buckingham said, '' I rejoice to find that slavery is to be abolished 
in the East, as well as in the West, and, I hope, on easier terms. I am 
glad to find that a Commission of Inquiry is to be appointed, as evidence 
and fact are the only safe grounds of legislation." 

Onr the 24th, the President of the India Board inclosed a summary of 
the main provisions of his India Bill, in which he says,/' As to the natives> 
besides placing them ojy a level with the British in point of lands, there 
are .two enactments : Firsts No person, native or natural-born in India, is 
to be excluded from any ofiice, merely by reason of his religion^ birth, 
place, descent, or colour. . Second, Slavery after a specified period to be 
abolished. 

On the 28th, the Indian minister introduced to the House of Commons 
his BiU for the better government of his Majesty's Jndian territories^ in 
which the clause regarding slavery in India ran as follows :-^ 

'^ And whereas it is expedient that slavery should cease in the said 
territories as soon as sufiicient time shall have elapsed for making such 
provisions as the change oi the Condition of the numerous class of persons 
therein now in a state of slavery may appear to require ; be it therefore 
enacted, that all rights over any persons, by reason of such persons being 
in a state of slavery, shall cease throughout the said territories on* the 
twelfth day of April, one thousand ' eight hundred and thirty seven : pro- 
vided always, that it shall be lawful for the governor-general in council 
to make laws or regulations for the extinction of slavery, either entirely 
or in part, previously to the said twelfth day ol Aprils one thousand eight 
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hundred and thirty-seren, throngfaoat the said terf itoriet, tft 9iBj ptfrt of 
them/' 

On the 2nd of July, the Court of Directors said, that *' Any phm 
which may be calculated to improve the condition of thenatires, by 
abolishing slavery^ without doing violence to the feelings of caste or to the 
rights of property^ cannot fail to meet with the Court's cordial approba- 
tion." . 

On the 5th^ Mr. St. George Tucker delivered in to the Court of Direc- 
tors his dissent from the Court's letter of the 2nd instant, in which he 
says> '* Mr. Grant's words are» ^ Slavery^' after a spMfied period^ to be 
abolished.' By the bill^ which has just been received, the abddtion takes place 
absolutely in April, 1837y and no provision is made for indemnification. I 
cannot perceive the advantage of legislating in this country for the aboH*' 
tion of slavery in India ; for, if it be necessary or expedient to make so 
great a change in the state of society in that country, it can be done most 
safely by the local legislature. Domestic slavery exists in Bengal ; bnt 
the slave or bondman is in reality a servant^ who sometimes occupies a 
station of trusty and even of influence. Abyssinian slaves have at different 
times been introduced in small numbers^ in Arab ships, and they are much 
prized by the more opulent Mahommedans ; but the existence of slavery 
may be traced chiefly to those famines with which India has unhappily 
been visited. The parent^ during these seasons of distress, is willing to 
part with his bhild for food, to prolong the existence of both, and the 
child becomes domesticated in the family of the purchaser. The nativea 
are not severe masters ; but although we see little of what passes in their 
household^ and although cases of maltreatment of the slave have in the 
eourse of my own experience been judicially established, I consider it an 
act of justice, to the people to express my belief, that sudi instances are 
rare, and that when' they do occur they are not likely to obtain impuiiity 
under our existing laws. Predial slavery exists on the Malabar coast, 
and in some other parts of the country with which I am not suffici^itly 
acquainted to be enabled to pronounce upon its effects. But we must not 
forget that slarery is expressly reoogniaed and r^ulated by the Mahomme- 
dan law ;* that it has been long tolerated by our own govemnient; and that 
it has busted in India from time immemorial. Considering, then, that 
we have, by the most formal enactments, guaranteed to our native sub- 
jects their laws, usages, properties, and rights, we surely ought to. pause 
before we proceed peremptorily to supersede a state of things whi<^ the 
people may regard as a part of the compact subsistii^ between them and 

* See Hamilton's Hedajra ; the yariooa 'questioiia relating to slavery ve treated ai 
great length in that work, Slavery is also recogniaed by the Hindoo law : Menn says, 
ch. viii. see, 45, *' There are serrants of seven sorts ; one made captive under a stand- 
ard or in battle ; one maintained in consideration of service ; one bom of a female bUtc 
!n the house ; one Sold, or givon, or inherited from anoeetofs ; and one enslaved by way 
ef punishment, or bis inability to pay a large fine.'' 
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their rulers. If it be intended only to allow the slave to claim manumis' 
sion whenever maltreatment can be established^ the natives would, I think, 
submit to such an enactment j * for they will have little reason to appre- 
bend that the slave will often avail Imnself of the means of obtaining his 
freedom. If, on the other hand, slavery is to be denounced, and authori- 
tatively put an end to, a great change will be produced in the state of 
society ; the feelings of the people will he highly excited, and our govern- 
ment will be considered to act in a very unjust and arbitrary manner. 
Who, let me ask, is to b^ charged with the care and maintenance of the 
in£Eait slave, or of those who are old and infirm, and incapable of work ? 
And, in other cases, where the services of the slave are of value, is it pro- 
posed to grant a pecuniaiy indemnification to the master ? If not, on 
what principle do we proceed in forcibly depriving a Mahommedan of that 
which he has acquired and held un(ler the sanction of his law and his reli- 
gion P It cannot be urged, I imagine, that the slave in India enjoys no 
civil ri^ts, or that he is excluded from the protection of the law, or that 
his condition, physical or moral, is worse than that of our infant manufac- 
turers or our paupers, upon whom neither the loom nor the land can bestow 
more than a bare subsistence. If it were wise to legislate upon theoretical 
evils, it is stiU unsafe to frame laws in this country for the people of India,' 
without knowing how far they will harmonize with the feelings, habits, 
and usages of those for whoq^ benefit they are intended, and whose hos- 
tility may render them inoperative* If slavery, as existing in India, be 
attended with real evil, either to the individual or to the community, it 
will be quite competent to the local l^islature to apply the appropriate 
remedy ; but I strongly deprecate the idea of any premature declaration by 
parliament, requiring its peremptory abolition. Such an enactment may 
be very grateful to the feelings of the philaiithropist, and may produce a 
momentary popularity ; but let us not legislate in ignorance, and let us 
have some regard for the feelings and the interests of t)ie people who are 
expected to obey our laws." 

At the same time Mr. Jenkins also dissented from the Court of Direc- 
tors' letter, and with regard to the proposed act for the immediate aboli- 
tion of slavery throughout India, he said, " The Indian governments have 
only been backward in attempting to force improvements. Some of those 
now proposed to be made subjects for legislation, I humbly think, mi^t 
be more properly enforced on functionaries, as the spirit in which they 
eught to goyern, than. as legal enactments. I allude to the admission of 
natives to offioea of trust and emolument, which is already acted upon ; 
the abolition of distinctions, from colour, religion, or birth ; and, even- 

* Eren an enaetDMiit of this effect most, however, be framed with great caution and 
delicacy; an Afghan wonld proceed to the moat desperate extremitiea if an attenpt 
were made to yiolate his Zanana, hy releasing a female slave. Are we prepai^edf more^ 
oter, fbroibl J to emancipate the slaTes of our Lonbadars and other natiTe officarsy and 
without an indemnification ? 
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tuallj of slavery. The enactment of the two fonner provisions^ it seems 
to me, would produce injury rather than benefit, by raising to the 
character of l^al rights what should only be moral pretensions, allowable 
according to circumstances^ on which the local governments alone can 
safely decide. I go much further than is expressed in the letter in pro- 
nouncing the latter provision^ however desirable the end. to which it 
points^ to be most dangerous, in the actual state of society in India, with 
reference to that branch of the national institutions ; and^ in fact, there is 
nothing in the situation of slavery in that country which approaches at all 
to that of the same class in the West Indies.^' 

On the same evenings in the House of Lords, the Marquis of Lanadowne 
brought the affairs of India before the House, and in the course of lus 
spieech he said, *^ Trial by jury was introduced into Ceylon with great 
effect by Sir Alexander Johnstone : one great benefit indirectly arose fi^om 
its introduction — the entire abolition of slavery in that island ! Your 
lordships moU also have to consider the best means of carrying into effect, 
in the East Indies, that which this country is now engaged in attempting 
in other quarters — I mean the abolition of slavery. I am perfectly aware, 
my lords, that the system of slavery in the East Indies is exceedingly dif- 
ferent from that which exists in the West Indies, and that its abolition in 
the East may be attended with circumstances of still greater difiiculty 
than in the West, inasmuch as it is connected with circumstances of caste, 
&c., affecting the social condition of the inhabitants over which the 
dominion of the law has been hitherto exercised but with little effect. 
But, because there are difficulties in the way, my lords, it by no means 

. follows that the attempt should not be made, guided by all the restric- 
tions and concessions which the importance of the subject demands ; and 
on this subject, also, my lords, it is proposed to appoint a Commission of 
Inquiry. It is very possible that, even if slavery were to be abolished, 
certain distinctions of caste might still stand in the way, which the law 
could not reach ; but, at all events, even in that case it will acquit itself, 

. by denouncing and prohibiting the system as illeg^.^' 

Lord EUenborough replied, saying, that the Commission with respect 
to slaves will consist of five commissioners, with a*salary of £6,000 a year 
each, and will cost £30,000 per aniium ; but as it is to be a travelling 
commission, the expense will far exceed this estimate ; for they will be 
obliged to carry with them a complete establishment of secretaries and 
officers. The travelling expenses of this set of ccmunissioners cannot be 
less than £15,000 a year. But, it appears we are to extend those bene- 
ficial measures to the slaves in India, which are about being so happily 
settled with regard to the slaves in the West India colonies. The noble 
Marquis admits that the state of the slaves in India is very different from 
what it is in the West Indies. Slavery it is not, according to our notions 
of that state, but the mildest condition of domestic servitude. Those 
whom we call slaves, are in fact, treated as the children of the master ! 
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There are parts of India^ no doubt, where the state of the slaves is of a 
more severe descriptioiiT— in Malabar, for instance ; but, then the noble 
Af arquis himself admitted that their state of slavery was a slavery of 
caste. You cannot destroy the prejudices of mankind : you can make no 
alteration, by law, in the established principles of Asiatic society ; but, 
Tvill you make none in the feelings of the country ? Is it not the first 
violent attack upon property, upon caste, upon every thing which is held 
in veneration by the native of India ? You cannot pass that enactment 
-without creating a feeling which may, and probably will, lead to insur- 
rection in every part of India^ It is insanity to make the attempt. 
Besides, if you must abolish slavery in India, it is unnecessary to do so by 
act of parliament. The government has all the power to abolish it now : 
it is only to issue a declaration, saying, that' on the 12th of April, 1837> 
every slave in India shall be ifree. But, in so ,saying, I consider that it 
would, in other words, be declaring that on the 12th of April, 1837> there 
shall be insurrection in every part of India. I will venture to call to 
your lordships' recollection the words of that discreet and able man, the 
late Sir Thomas Munro, on this subject. He says, that '^ the considers^- 
.tion of measures proper to be taken, with respect to the state of slavery 
found to exist in India, is a subject of great delicacy and of considerable 
difficulty, and we are of opinion that this is a matter in which more good 
is to be expected from the gradual operation of justice and policy, admi. 
nistered in the spirit of kindness, and in favour of the personal liberty of 
the slaves, than from any direct interference on the part of government." 
That is the wise and considerate opinion of Sir Thomas Munro ; and I 
know not a person in this country, who is at all acquaiiited with India, 
who does not venerate the memory of that man, as the greatest benefactor 
of the native population of India, and the ablest administrator that ever 
appeared in that country. Upon his authority, I call upon his Majesty's 
ministers, and upon your lordships, to pause before you pass a parlia- 
. mentary enactment which will shake the very foundations of your power 
in India, because it will shake the confidence «which every man entertains 
in the justice and honour of the English government. 



MORAL CONDITION OF THE SOUTHERN STATES OF AMERICA. 

ft 

Why are we laboring to abolish slavery ? Why are we holding meetings, 
making speeches, passing resolutions, scattering our publications on the wings 
of the four winds, putting forth every effort which a moral influence can exert? 
What are the great motives which actuate us ? Is it because the slave is en- 
during extreme bodily anguish ? Is it because he is chained, because he is 
scourged, because he is driven into the field or the sugar house to toil from morm 
till night unrequited, because he has poor clothing and spare diet, because the 
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fijstexn is all bloody and horrible with bodily sufferings of its viottms ? Certainly 
not* This is bad enough^ but it is not the great motive which shonld excite us.—* 
It IS because the slave is a man^ created in the image of GK)d, possessing an 
immortal spirit, which oppression is polluting and degcadipg. It is because 
slavery is cramping and crushing the intellect, ia dragging down the mind from 
its high eminence, and giving it over to the bondage of passion and darkness 
and vice, is violating aU the holiest, most noble and ennobling affections of the 
human heart, is perverting the spiritual nature of man, putting into subjection, 
not merely the limbs, but the reason, the conscience, the higher ihculties. We 
are moved by the influences of slaveiy on the moral nature of the slave*-on the 
soul, on the spirit which is within him. 

But this is not all. The motives which act on us are not confined to sympathy 
for the oppressed. — Could it be proved to us that emancipation would not bring 
the least benefit to the slaVe, could it be proved to us that his intellect is of such 
a caste that freedom could not elevate him, that he must remain for ever degraded, 
despised, an outcast from all virtue and knowledge, stiH we would advocate 
immediate abolition with undiminished zeal. And why would we advocate it ? 
Because of the demoralizing influences of slavery on' the whites. This system 
is not only accursed to the slave, but it is also accursed in its effects on the 
oppressor. It is polluting, deadening, subversive of all the high qualities 
of human nature. It is sweeping into one great charnel-house of moral 
corruption and death the spiritual eneigies of the South. It is not only taking 
away the Bible from the slave, but it is taking away the blessed principles and 
doctrines of that book from the master himself. It is not only keeping the 
poor. black man in the darkness of heathenism, but it is taking away from 
the oppressor himself the sweet consolations of the religion of Jesus Christ. 
Religious forms and institutions are in many places but little revered. The 
Sabbath is deseciated, awfully broken and profaned. It is a grand holiday 
among the slaves, who make it an occasion of sensual indulgence and pleasure ; 
and the whites, who have gro\p up amid such corrupting influences, pay it 
little regard. The churches are in some places almost desolate. The wing 
of the destroying angel is above them, slavery is pressing like an -incubus on 
their moral energies. The manners and habits and principles of the young are 
fearfully perverted. Infidelity is ripe at the South. Christianity^ is fleeing 
before the unhallowed influences of slavery, and giving place to the cold, the 
cheerless doctrines of deism. .Men high in official dignity and power, men who 
sway the mind of the South, a% casting their hopes and faith and morals adrift 
on the dark tide of infidel speculation. This is not mere assertion. — It is 
conoborated by the testimony of those who have had extensive opportunities to 
gain information, of visitors, of persons who were born and educated in the 
midst of the evil. It has been told to us by the living voices of accurate 
observers, and men of undoubted veracity. The tidings which come to- us of 
public mail robberies, of quarrels, of bloody strifes, the infliction of Lynch law, 
open-day murders, whippings, hangings and burnings in that land of bondi^, 
confirm it — Charleston, Vicksburg, New Orleans, and St. Louis confirm it. 

Nor is the demoralizing influence of slUvery confined to that portion of the 
countiy where it exists. The peculiar institutions of the South, the morals which 
oppression generates, re-act upon the Noitii. — ^New England is involved. The 
principles and manners of the Pilgrims, which should have descended as an 
heir-loom to their posterity, have been corrupted, have been shaken, and in some 
degree swept away by it. The communication and intercourse which is con- 



Moral Condition of South America. f77 

stantly going on between tbese two portions of the United States^ cannot but 
produce an effect. Our religious institutions, the morals of the people of tha 
North, are not safe while slavery exists. They will be perverted, contaminated, 
perhaps destroyed. The sea of corruption, of vice and passion and irreligion, 
^irhich slavery has poured upon the South, is rolling its black waves over our own 
beloved New England. It is sweeping sound principle, that stem adherencie 
to rectitude and truth which characterized our fathers, away into the yawning 
gulf of unbridled license and atheism. There is a pestiduct established, and 
contagion is spreading far and wide among us. We must destroy slavery, or 
that will destroy our own religious institutions and ourselves. 

Nor are our civil institutions secure, while our morals, the morals of our rulers, 
are thus becoming corrupt. He whose conscience is perverted is not a safe 
guide in politics. The reason that will renounce Christianity, that has embraced 
the fearful errors of deism, ought not to be intrusted vrith the liberties of a 
people. It is utterly unworthy of our confidence. If it has erred widely and 
fearfully on one great subject, what assurance have we that it will not err widely 
and fearfully on another great subject ? If it has gone astray in religion^ in 
questions of morals, how can we trust its decisions in other matters ? No. If 
we would perpetuate the political institutions of our country, if we would 
render permanent the great principles on which they are founded, we must 
abolish slavery. It is undermining them, it is unsettling our faith in them, it is 
surely working their destruction. It is corrupting the morals, perverting the 
religious feelings of the community, and through them aiming a deadly thrust 
at our civil liberties : what security have we for our rights when we install 
over us one whose notions of justice are so wickedly estranged that he holds as 
property his fellow-men ; when we place as the keeper of the temple of our 
freedom a slave-holder ? None. 

Let our opposers, then, tell us, if they choose, what is false, that emancipation 
will not benefit the slave. We have another argument. We would abolish 
slavery for our own benefit, and the benefit of the master. We regard our own 
morals, those of the community in which we reside, the morals of the slave- 
holder himself. We regard the safety and permanency of our civil and religious 
institutions. — ^We wish to enjoy them ourselves, we wish to hand them down 
uncormpted and unimpaired to posterity. We wish the religion of our blessed 
Saviour to have free course and be glorified. We wish to have our rights as 
men, as American citizens, as Christians, to remain unassailed. We wish to 
live in peace, and to die in peace, with the assurance that those who come 
after us will partake of the blessing^ which are around us, and have their hopos 
of immortality unshaken. These reasons are all powerful ; and instead of grow- 
ing cold, and dilatory, and discouraged, we should remember the condition of 
the South and the North, the condition of the slave, and the master, and the 
freemen of New England, and make more energetic, self-denying, and per- 
severing efforts than we have ever yet made. — From the Emancijmtor, 
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FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE. 

No. I. 

We have been favoured with a sight of the proofs of a deeply interest- 
ing pamphlet on the Foreign Slave Trade, about to be issued from the press. 
It is entitled " A brief account of the Foreign Slave Trade, from the 
date of the English Abolition Act to the present time/' and is drawn up 
by the respected Secretary of the Anti-slavery Society with considerable 
judgment, and an intimate acquaintance with the documentary evidence 
which bears upon this most guilty and diabolical traffic. We hope our 
readers will give it an attentive perusal, and with a view of inducing 
them to do so, shall extract a series of brief articles from its painfully 
interesting pages. 

FRANCE. 

'* In the Treaty of Paris, in the year 1814, the French government solemnly 
concurred in denouncing the slave-trade, as 'repugnant to the principles of 
natuial justice^ and of the enlightened age in which we live.' The king also 
engaged to unite his eiSbrts with thosej of his Britannic Majesty, in the then 
approaching C!ongres8 (at Vienna), with a view to obtain its universal abolition. 
But, notwithstanding the treaty the King of France had concluded, and the 
formal declaration of the Congress, to which he was a party, he stipulated, that 
his subjects should be permitted to trade in slaves for jiw yean longer ; but 
which in &ct, was not a permission to continue, but a decree for creating it 
anew ; for it is a well-known fact, that at the time of the signature of the treaty 
not a single French vessel, nor one livre of French capital, was engaged in the 
slave-trade. Nothing more however, at that time, was to be obtained firom 
Louis XVIIl. On the return of Napoleon to the throne, he issued, a decree 
(March, 1815)'for the immediate and total abolition of the French slave-trade. 
He retained the crown for too short a time to a^ow of his decree being carried 
into effect, even if he were sincere in his intentions ; and the restoration of 
Louis to the throne, again rejoiced the hearts of the incipient French slave- 
traders, with the prospect of being able, for five years, to enjoy uninterruptedly 
the privilege of 'desolating AMca, degrading Europe, and afflicting 
humanity,' by means of a traffic, thus alike designated and secured to them 
by their Sovereign. Of this permission they lost no time in availing themselves, 
and the coast of Africa accordingly swarmed with slavers under the French flag. 
The little difficulty which Napoleon had found on issuing his decree having 
inspired hopes of success, the most active and persevering negociations were 
immediately recommended by the British government to obtain an immediate 
abolition. 

*^ The new negociations were successful ; and on the 30th July, 1816, Prince 
Talleyrand announced to Lord Castlereagh, that tbe king had issued directions, 
' that, on the part of France, the traffic in slaves should cease, firom the 
present time, every where and for ever.' This announcement was followed 
by an additional article to the treaty concluded at Paris on the 20th November, 
1814, between France and the allied powers. By this article, they engaged to 
renew conjointly their effi^rts, with a view of securing final success to those 
principles which they had proclaimed in the declaration of the 8th of February^ 
1816. 
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. *' The txade holreTer^ still oontasaed to be carried ob by French subjects to an 
#normous extent, and its suppression waa the object of long-continued and 
anxious negociation on the part of the British government. It would fill a folio 
volume were we to give even an abstract of the reports of the enormities com- 
mitted under the French flag, and of the repeated representations of these facts, 
brought under the notice of the French government by the ministers of the 
British crown, which were received civilly, but fjohich were never redressed ; nor 
did the French govemtnent adopt any new measure, till January, 1817, when 
an ^Ordonnance,' dated 8th January, was issued, containing the Mowing 
article: — 

'* ' Evwy .vesse}; whether French or foreign, which shall attempt to introduce 
into any of our colonies, purchased blacks, shall be confiscated ; and the Captain, 
if a Frenchman, shall be held incapable of holding a command. 

'' ' The whole cargo shall in like manner be confiscated, although not con- 
sisting of slaves. With respect to the negroes, they shall be employed on 
public works of utility in the colony.' 

^^ After renewed negooiations, a convention was signed at Paris, on Uie 80th 
Novembet, 1881. By this convention the mutual right of search was conceded, 
under certain limitations ; and the high contracting parties agreed to invite the 
other maritime powers to accede to it within as short a period as possible ; and 
in March, 1833, a supplementary convention to the above, was signed at Paris, 
by which it was stipulated, that any vessel equipped for the purpose of carrying 
s^ves, shall be liable to seizure and condemnation equally with those having 
slaves actually on board. 

'^ This article is one of great importance. Under the old treaty, a-cruizer 
might blockade a river, in which twenty slavers might be lying, with all their 
slaves on shore, ^within twenty yards of them, ready for embarkation, with wood, 
water, and every thing ready on board for a start, and the cruizer could not 
touch one of them, unless a slave or slaves were actually on board ;*the universal 
mode therefore was, to keep them on shore until a favourable opportunity for 
shipping them occurred, when, in the space of an hour, the vessel could receive 
them and take her departure, under cover of a fog, or with any change of wind, 
that might have driven the xsruizer ofl* her station. 

^By this supplementary convention, it is also stipulated, that all vessels 
condemned for having been engaged in the slave-trade, shall be broken up. 
This vdll prevent their owners from so immediately renewing their slave-trading 
i^eculations, as they have heretofore done, by purchasing the condemned vessels ; 
it will also tend to diminish the temptation to engage in the traffic, by lessening 
its profits." 

The concession by France of a mutual right of search in the case of 
slave ships, is unquestionably one of the very highest importance, much 
as that right is clogged in its exercise by the stipulations which accompany 
it. To these restraints, however, we now merely advert, whilst we wish 
to call attention more particularly to the limits which are prescribed by 
the convention, to the exercise of the right in question on the coast of 
Africa. Those limits appear to be far too narrow to admit of giving 
complete effect to the benevolent object of the contracting powers. They 
still leave a wide scope of coast along which the French Slave Trade will 
still enjoy an^ entire freedom from interruption by British cruisers. 
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The only part of the western coast of Africa, to whieh the rigfat ecm^ 
ceded hj this coiMrention extends^ are those which lie between 15" Nortlf^ 
and 10^ South of the equator^ and it takes in no part of the eastern coast 
of that continent. Two very extensive lines of coast are thus wholly 
excluded from the operation of the convention, from which a very large 
exportation has continued to take place until a very recent period ; viz. : 
first the western coast of Africa from the latitude of 10^ South, to the 
latitude of Cape Negro, in about 17^ South, including the great Slave 
Marts of a considerable portion of Angola, and the whole of Benguela ; 
and, second, the whole of the eastern coast from the Equator, to 25° or 
30° South latitude. 

The magnitude of the Slave Trade recently carried on by other nations, 
from these parts of Africa, may be ^en by referring to the correspondence 
of the British functionaries in Brazil with the Foreign Office* 

Of the immense numbers of slaves imported into Brazil, a considerable 
portion were brought from the east coast of Africa, viz: Mosambique, 
Qualimano, and Intrambana, about 14000 from' Angola and 6000 from 
Benguela, making more than a third, indeed three-eighths of the whole 
import. 

It is obvious, therefore, that slaves may still be safely carried under the 
French flag without any interruption from British cruisers. 
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Notwithstanding the severe and repeated disappointments which have 
attended our negociations with France on this subject for so many years, it 
affords the most heartfelt gratification, that our treaties with this nation are now, 
not only in themselves in a very improving state, but that her municipal laws 
and regulations, and the execution of them, appear to be in accordance with 
them. The consequence has been such, as under the circumstances was to be 
expected. According to the last returns from the coast of Africa, there were 
scarcely any slave-ships to be found under the French flag. 

*' France has thus redeemed herself from the stigma under which she had 
long lain, of being indiflerent to the suppression of the slave-trade ; and instead 
of the papers annually laid before Parliament on this subject, being filled with 
accounts of numberless atrocities committed under her flag, and reports of 
fruitless representations made to her government thereupon, they now exhibit 
her, as uniting her efibrts with those of Great Britain, to obtain (alas ! unavail- 
ingly) the accession of the American government to the conventions above 
alluded to. 

SPAIN. 

'^ To trace the history of our negociations with Spain, on the subject of the 
slave-trade, and the shameless infractions of the treaties which the government 
of that country had entered intp for its suppression, it would be necessary to 
transcribe many a folio page from the papers annually laid before Parliament. 
The very able and luminous r^sum^ of these transactions, which was drawn up 
by Mr. Villiers, our ambassador at the court of Madrid, and presented by him 
to the Spanish government, on the 31st December, 1883, alone occupies six 
such folios. To this risum^, however, we will only briefly allude. In 1814, 
the king of Spain pledged himself to take the subject of the lAave-trade into 
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con&ideratioB. After a negociation carried on iwtb ^pieot zeal and ability on the 
part of our government, a treaty was concluded on the 23rd September, 1817, 
at Madrid, having for its object the abolition of this disgraceful traffic. By this 
treaty, the king of Spain engaged to abolish the traffic in negroes ^throughout 
the entire dominions of Spain, on the 30th day of May, 1820/ and it was 
stipulated, that north of the equator the trade should ' cease immediately on 
the exchange of the ratification of this treaty.' On the other hand, England 
engaged to pay to the king of Spain the sum of £400,000 sterling, as an 
indemnity for losses which Spanish subjects engaged in the traffic might suffer 
as a necessary consequence of its abolition, and by article 6, the king of Spain 
bound himself to adopt effectual measures for its suppression. The treaty abo 
stipulated a mutual right of search, under strict limitations, and constituted 
Mixed Commission Courts, for the adjudication of such ships as might be seized 
with slaves actually on board. It was soon discovered, that the limitations of 
the right of seizure being thus confined, rendered the treaty of little effect. 
* It was this clause which first exhibited the imperfection of the provisions laid 
down in this treaty, and its accompanying instructions, for the effectual abolition 
of the commerce in slaves. One of the first instances which occurred of seizure, 
was a case in which one slave alone was found on board, the rest having been 
disposed of; but it soon became a practice, on a slave-vessel perceiving a 
cruiser in chase, to run ashore, or make for the nearest cove or harbour, and 
there land her living cargo before she could be actually come in contact with ; 
an evasion of the letter of the law, which enabled the slaver to brave the power 
of his pursuers in the very act of perpetrating his crime, and by waiting a 
convenient opportunity, to re-ship the unfortunate wretches he had put on shore, 
and continue his voyage with impunity.' 

^* To rectify this, an explanatory article was agreed to between the two con- 
tracting parties, by which it was stipulated, that on proof of slaves having been 
on board, the ship should be equally liable to condenmation, as if they were 
actually on board at the time of capture. 

''Some laws and regulations were also made by the Spanish government for 
the ostensible purpose of putting down the slave-trade, to which however his 
Spanish majesty's subjects paid no respect ; indeed, they were perfectly nugatory, 
and the trade was continued undiminished. Representations and remonstrances 
on this subject were made by the British government, month after month, and 
year after year, which were received with promises of attention, but which 
were treated with absolute neglect. 

'* The British government failed not, also, to urge the necessity which existed 
for a new treaty, containing stipulations better calculated for the attainment of 
the end in view ; and at length, on the 9th of September, 1834, Mr. Villiers 
informed Lord Palmerston, that the Spanish government had formally 'ad- 
mitted the right of Great Britain to claim a complete execution of the treaty of 
1817, for the suppression of the slave-trade ;' and on the 28th of June, 1835, 
a new treaty was signed between Great Britain and Spain, the first article of 
which declares ' the slave-trade on the part of Spain to be totally and finally 
abolished in all. parts of the world.' The second, that within two months from 
the exchange of the ratifications a penal law shall be promulgated throughout 
the Spanish dominions, inflicting a severe punishment to all Spanish subjects 
who shall, under any pretext whatsoever, take any part in the traffic in slaves. 
The fourth, and five following articles, renew the right of mutual search, and 
contain the regulations under which it shall be carried into effect, and also the 
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regulations regarding the establishment of the Mixed CominisdonOourts for tbb 
adjudication of prizes^ &c. The tenth contains the equipment article, already 
alluded to under the head of France; and article 12 stipulates, that all 
vessels condemned under the treaty shall forthwith be broken up. 

" It is ardently to be hoped, that the Spanish government may be induced 
not to break their faith in regard to this treaty in the scandalous manner 
they have hitherto done with regard to all the treaties and engagements they 
have hitherto entered into, for the ostensible purpose of abolishing the slave- 
trade/' 



A BYE-STANDER'S ESTIMATE OF SLAVE-HOLDING CHRISTIANS, 

"^ (To the Editor qf " Slavery in America,'' J 

London, January 2, 1897* 
Revbbend Sir: 

When I first heard of the existence of your valuable miscellany, 
I was deterred from offering my feeble aid by the exclusively religious 
tone of the publication. I am one of that numerous class of men with 
whom religion is rather a longing and a yearning, coming in upon them 
in the' pauses of the world, than *^a sure and certain hope." I under- 
stand devotion rather than feel it; I envy the devout rather than imitate 
them ; and thu^, at the thoughtful hour of midnight, when the Angel of 
Sleep flies far away from my uneasy pillow, it is with a dofabtful, timid, 
ineffectual voice, I call for aid from above, and implore the ComfiNrter — 

" To draw around aa aching breast 
The curtain of repose." 

This want of confidence extends even to my communings with those 
whom I assume, from their professions, to have reached a position w)iich 
I can only wish tor ; and I therefore shrank from the idea of joining m a 
labour which was to be advanced, not only by argament, but by prayer. 
If I cannot pray well for myself, said I, how can I pray at all. for my 
brother ? 

By the time, however, that I had read a few numbers of the work, a 
very remarkable change took place in my ideas. I found the very men, 
the very women, whose brutality and impiety ought to draw upon them 
the execration of civilized mankind, religious professors I I found this 
brutality, this impiety, indirectly encouraged, because feebly and luke- 
warmly checked, by many of the churches of Christ in Britain ! I found 
the scene of the orgies of sin and horror in America, not the public- 
stews, but the dwelling-houses of Christian families ! I found, at the 
very table of the Lord, the blaspheming priest drive away from equal 
communion the brethren of mankind ! Why should / hold back, cried 



Siave^kolding Christiani, ]83 

I, Indignantly? Where is the sanctity which I fear to pollute by the 
breath of sin ? Can any worldly-mindedness, however base, any bias- 
phemy, however horrible, outrage such ears as these ? Let me join 
boldly the ranks of those who are true to themselves, and to their God ; 
although no professed and admitted soldier of Christy let me at least fight 
in the same cause-^Who knows but my efforts may receive a blessing on 
acoDunt of their tendency, whidi would be denied to them on account of 
my unworthy, self ? 

The thing which struck me most in those pages of shame and horror 
"which you have opened to the public, was the conduct of the churches of 
Christ in Britain to the churches of the obscene and blood-stained 
Moloch of the southern states of America ; I cannot comprehend on what 
principle the former acknowledge for a moment an identity of communion. 
To my simple 1^lderstanding the question seems to lie in a nut-shell. 
I would say, in a word, that either the Law and the Prophets are false, 
or that the Americans ai^e blasphemers. I would say, that they who 
acknowledge them to be Christians, no matter of what denomination, are 
guilty of treason to their Lord and Master. 

The crimes and vices of the Negroes are, for the most part, directly 
chargeable upon the whites. Do you blanie the Negro -girl for Mving in 
a state of promiscuous concubinage, which she cannot by possibility avoid? 
Is not her mistress, — ^the white Zacfy,*— who permits, sanctions, or com- 
mands prostitution, the worse harlot of the two? Do you blame the 
Negro for theft, for whom no law of meum and tuum exists ? Is not his 
master the worse thief of the two ? Do you blame the slave for lying, 
who was neve^ taught any principle of honour, except by the lash, the 
instrument of dishonour ? Is not his master, who took into his own 
hands the formatipn of his characte!r, the worse liar of the two ? Do you 
blame the slave for cowardice who submits to be flogged by a fellow-man ? 
Is not the executioner who takes advantage of the weakness, arising from 
the ignorance of his victim, the baser coward of the two? Slaveholders^ 
male ^nd female, should, in my opinion, not only be cut off from com- 
munion with all Christians who are not Judases^ but turned away from 
with disdain by all men of the world \^ho call themselves' gentlemen, 
and by all women of the world who do not walk the midnight streets. 

I am grieved to see, by one of your numbers, that the arguments (l^ 
of the slave-holding professors are sometimes treated with respect, and 
that the logical victory gained at Glasgow was made a matter of boast. 
His is either pure imbecility, or it is something so much worse that I 
am afraid to give it a nan^e. The arguments of the slave-holders are 
such as would cause a boy of the first form to be flogged for stupidity : 
they are, in fact, so ludicrously absurd, that on a less solemn subject, 
they could not be answered with a grave countenance. Had the apostle 
of slavery presumed to insult so grossly the ears of men of the world, on 
a subject unconnected with our base and foolish prejudices, he would^ 
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have run a great rok of being tarred and feathered^ and sent home thus 

to his own country. 

In conclusion^ for the present^ Mr. Editor, I have only to say, thaft a 

fearful stain has been thrown in our day upon the universal church oi 

Ghr»t. Let tiiose pray who have fisiith; let those weep who have 

sorrow ; but; let all those who have courage stand forth openly to the 

good fight. If you think it prudent to accept of the aid of one who will 

stand upon no punctilio, and admit of no compromise, with the enemies 

of God and nature, I freely offer it. 

Your obedient servant, 

Lbitch Ritchie. 



MISSISSIPPI SLAVE-DRIVING. 

The Miseissippi Christian Herald, a Me- the way they received him. The I Ian* 

thodist paper, but deeply involTed in the guage and the meanine of k are both fami* 

support of slavery, tells with great eclat of Har to you. They said, * Mr. ia 

the following exploits at " driving" in that a good manager. He gives his servants 

region. plenty to eat, and good warm clothing ; but 

The Cotton Brag^ — ^The cotton exploit, ne makes them knmo their place$» He does 

cracked up the other day in the Grand not starve them, but he wiU have them to 

Gulf Advertiser, has been beaten on Mr. obey.'. I will remind you of the way 'he 

Lapice's {dantation opposite this city. " A secured this oommendation. The whip he 

Planter " in a communication to the carried had a short handle, but a kuh seneral 

Natchez Courier, states as follows : yards long. It was said jthat he cotild use 

" On the same day that Mr. Coffee made this with so much skill, as to stand at a 

his brag picking, Mr. Lapice, opposite this distance and lay open the sldn as though it 

place, made fine picking with aU his force, had been done with a knife. Those he 

the highest picked by any one hand was walked after in the field knew not to •vea 

210 pounds. Previous to that time, how- seemingly loiter, from the rising of the s«» 

erer, fine pickings were made in the hills until it set. 

in this vicinity. On different plantations They then knew not to leave their quarters 

as high as 960, 250, and 245, have been fixr the night. If the servants of otheni in 

picked. The last week on Dr. Calhoun's the neighbourhood, after working hard all 

place, they have averaged upwards of day, felt a wish to visit aud enjoy the so- 

10,000 pounds a day, the entire week. — cie^ of some to whom they weie attached, 

^it of his hands, on Saturday last, picked this beine the only earthly pleasure which 

upwards of 1800 pounds." they could ever reach, tiie overseer at, duik 

We iiave learned from good authority mounted his horse, and with gilt spurs aad 

that picking commenced much earlier than polished gloves rode the land, and when he 

the 15th of August, certainly a week or ten met a man with skin not colored like his 

days earlier in Wilkinson ;^county in this own, he stopped «nd demanded his pass, 

state— and no doubt the days' works were If this was not prodneed> whaterer pleas 

as ereat. of excuse were urged, mingled with en- 

fiev. Dr. Nelson, in his " letter to the treaties for pardon and permission to go 

Presbyterians of Tennessee, Kentucky, unpunished, this ' good manager,' for his 

and Miflsouri," lets us into the secret of amusement and for the diversion of his 

these " cotton bragsj' in the following companions, during these entreaties wOu34 

graphic style. pretend extreme deafneu, and make the 

" Another train of facts with which you suppliant speak at {he top of his voice, 

are Sequainted : you know the following asking along list of questions, and holding 

case to be an uncolored picture, in sec- his ear close to the mocked one, make him 

tions where slaves are numerous. I saw scream his answers. Then taking ^.jwm- 

the man who managed as overseer for one turn at the proper distance for thejavr sweep 

of your wealthy 'citizens, who was famed of his whip, he would command the sad 

for his hospitality, good company, &c. hearted one to dance. He would make him 

The salary of the overseer was enough to do it, and whilst he was dancing, would infHet . 

enable him to purchase a slave of his own his skilfkil blows. Then he-would approach, 

annually, which he worked with those of act the deaf man, and renew the oonversa- 

his employer. I heard the way Christians tion ; aUemating this amusement until sa- 

by profession speak of this man» I saw tisfied, and then go to seek another feast.* 
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LIBERTY OF SPEECH. 

Soon afber the stippression of the Anti^Slavery Society, in one of the New 
England Colleg;es, the students were forbidden to read essays on the subject, as 
a College exercise. The following was Tcad the next week before the senior 
class. . The president of the college, who was in the chair, was unable to object 
to it, as a yiolation of his decree, inasmuch, as not a word on the subject of sh^ 
very could be found in the piece. 

ENERGY OP CHARAOTBB. 

Some men have a spirit of decision which will not suffer them to remain neu- 
tral on any question of importance. No sooner is such a case presented to a 
man of this character, than a hasty decision is followed by immediate energetic 
action. This haste may sometimes throw him on the wrong side, and he may 
be the means of much harm; still, such an one, however blundering, cannot 
fail, if Ins motives be right, of accomplishing far more good in the course of his 
life, than one of those who will do nothing for fear of doing wrong. And when 
they are right in their plans and methods, this promptness and energy of cha- 
racter are truly invaluable. 

The apostle Paul was a man of this stamp. No sooner has he completed his 
education, than, being ** exceedingly zealous" of the law, he enters upon a 
scheme for exterminating Christianity. It is not probable that he engaged in 
this enterprise without some consideration. We may [imagine him con- 
sulting with some of the chief priests, better acquainted than himself with the 
sect to be suppressed, — "What are they?*' inquires the young Pharisee. — 
"They are ^na^tc* and enthusiasts,'^ answers an old priest, "who maintain 
opinions too absurd to be refuted.*' • *' They] are *dt>or^amsrer*," says another, 
"for wherever their doctrines prevail, the son dishonoureth his father, the 
daughter riseth upagdnst her mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother- 
in-law,, and a man's foes are they of his own household." " Their doctrines are 
incendiary y and make a tumult among the people," adds a third, who had lent 
his own influence to these mobs to suppress arguments he could not answer, and 
who did not seem to see the monstrous injustice of charging the guilt of a mob 
to its victims. "They are traitor*, and will cause the Romans to come and 
take away both our place and our nation,** rejoined the fourth, who enjoyed a 
fat office by the favor of the oppressors of his nation. " Nor is the character of 
their leaders,*' adds another, " better than their principles. Matthew the publi- 
can, was one of the most notorious speculators in all Galilee. Can such a man 
advocate the truth?*' " Another acknowledged leader," continues a fifth, "is 
a peijurer, who once disavowed the sect under oath." " This same Peter," 
adds the sixth, " uses the most opprobrious epithets the Hebrew language can 
furnish. He calls our whole nation murderers." " Their professed Head and 
Founder was always offensive to the people," says the seventh. " It is in evi- 
dence," says the eight, " that he threatened to destroy the temple of our holy 
religion.'* " And woise than that, he called our most venerable men and purest 
Pharisees hypoorites," ssiys the ninth. "Nay," says the tenth, "his projects of 
destruction were boundless. It is in evidence that he threatens to kindle a fire 
upon the earth. His very words were taken down. * What will I if it be 
already kindled?'*' Then follow in quick succession other charges, such as 
malice can at any time pick up, blacker if possible, though less authentic. 
The well known history of Judas serves for the conclusion. 

B B 
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Sufili piobably was the information on which Paul founded his opinion of tho 
Chxistian STStem. As he considers the standing of his informers^ men venerable 
for their age — ^men of tried character and high ecclesiastical standings (theD.D's 
of their day,) can he doubt the justice of their allegations ? 

[Here the reader was interrupted by the Rev. Dr., and the following dia> 
logue ensued. - ~ 

President — I want to inquire how you found out all this — how do you know 
Paul went to the chief priests ? 

Student — The Bible informs us that he received his auUiority of them. 
President — ^Well, how do you know they were men venerable for their age 
and standing? 

Student — The term chief priest implies they were vensikble for their standing; 
and it was a -poBt which could not easily be attained withotfca considerable ad- 
vance in age. 
President — Go on, sir !] 

He receives his commission and vrithdraws. So far his guilt appears compa- 
ratively small. He has acted " ignorantly f»d in unbelief.'* True, a hasty de- 
cision is wrong. But in another aspect he appears more deeply guilty. Suppose 
Christianity false, in this respect he was not the less guilty because it was 
&lse. Paul knew that the Christians were MEN— that they had the rights of 
men. He would have shrunk vnth horrdr from the idea of robbibg them of 
their money by &lse imprisonment and beating. — But he was willing to take 
from them by violence a right far dearer than money, the right of expressing and 
defending their opinions, and of complying with the duties of their consciences 
towards God. He sought by this means to avoid a gulf of anarchy into which 
he supposed the nation about to plunge, believing, probably, the end would 
justify the means. But *^ they that take the sword shall perish by the sword." 
Little did the Sanhedrim think that their children must drain to the dregs that 
bitter cup their fathers had mingled for the Christians. But Romish pofoer is 
never slow to plead a precedent for the suppression of offensive opinions, and in 
vain do persecutors pray for deliverance when persecuted in their turn. The spi- 
rit of persecution is always the same.*: I^ '^ the atmosphere in which tyrants diaw 
their breath. It renders hatred desperate.— Paul was so full of it that he 
breathed out threatenings and slaughter ; so exceeding mad vras he against the 
Christians, that not even [women could escape his fury. His whole character 
can be summed up in two words of his own— 'he was " a persecutor and injuri- 
ous." 

But of whatever injury his natural impetuosity made him the cause, this same 
trait afterwards made ample amends for it. After his conversion, his decision of 
character was as conspicuous as before. — ^He declared the truth with such 
energy and success, that he was charged with having " turned the world upside 
down." He could address an iufuiiated multitude till they '* cried out and 
threw off their clothes and cast dust into the air.'' Four times he suffered the 
penalty, of the Lynch-law of that day. Thrice whipped, once stoned, but still 
he persevered in preaching the truth, however unwelcome, in every city and 
village, till the moboCracy, since misnamed the majesty of the people, compelled 
him to fly for his life. 

Paul was no fence man. He was ready to commit himself at once to what he 
believed to be the truth. He was a true radical — ^presenting a noble contrast to 
the calculating, temporizing spirit of expediency. 
The week after the suppression of the society, mentioned above, the same 
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class had a debate. The questiou selected by the disputa^K was> ''Ought a 
Peace Society to be formed in College ?'' During the debate, the forbidden 
evhfeot was adroitly kept out of sight, while the arguments of the President^ 
fas suppressing the Society, were delibe^tely advanced by one side, word for 
word, and faithfully examined by the other. 
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A SCENE ON THE OHIO. 
To the l^itoT of the Emancipator. 

Steamboat Niagara, Dee, 1st, 1836. 

I faaye just heen witnessing a scene which is enough to make humanity weep; 
I have often heard of chains, of tears, and blood. I have heard your paper speak 
of husbands being torn from their wives, and parents from their children, to be 
sold into southehi servitude ; btit> just at this moment, I have been an eye- 
witness of all this; and, as I grasp my pen to drop you a line, my heart beats 
high with holy indignation : and who, that has a spark of manly feeling, or a 
drop of human sympathy, would not feel, when he beholds a company of men 
and women, immortal as the God who made them, loaded inth chains, and sub- 
ject to all the cruelty which man can inflict, only for the crime of having " a 
skin not colored like our own?" Learning that there were twenty or thirty 
slaves on board, bound for the southern market, I was induced to go down knd 
Bee if it were true that they were happier and in a better condition than the pocr 
of the free state. As I approached the unhappy captives, one raised his galling 
chains, and a tear glistened in his dark eye, and he seemed to say, '' Am I not 
a man, and a brother ?" With him, I had the following conversation verbatim : 

Where are you going ? 

Slave, — To Mississippi, sir. 

Where have you been living ? 

Slave. — In Orange county, Virginia. 

To whom were you sold ? 

Slave. — To that gentleman yonder, (pointing to his present master.) 

How much did he give for you ? 

Slave. — One thousand dolhurs^ Sir. 

What have you got that chain on your hands for ? 

Slave.'-^^iy master had it put on to keep me from running away. 

Don't you like to go to Mississippi ? 

Slave. — O, no ! I rather die than go, and leave my wife and children. 

Then you have a family. 

Slave. — O, yes, sb ; I have a wife and ten children. 

Do you love your wife ? 

Slave.^l love my wife as well as any man in the world. 

Did your vrife feel very bad when ypu left her ? 

Slave. — Indeed, master, she must feel very bad. — She follow me to the black- 
smith's shop, and see the iron put round my neck, and this chain on my hands 
and she cry like she would break her heart. O, I was sorry she come to see 
me start. 
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Do you ever expect to see your wifb and children P 

Slav€i — 0^ no, never in this world. 

And are you prepared to meet them in another? 

Slave. — I 'fraid not, master ; though I don't wantlto live. 

Welly you must repent of your sins, and helieve in Christ, and then yoo will 
go to heaven, where there will be no chains, nor slaves. 

Slave. — I will try, master ; hut I have so much trouble, and think so much 
about my wife and children, I 'fraid I can't. 

To him and the other slaves, I tried to preach Christ O, let it'never again be 
told in Gath, that the slave is not possessed of all the finer feelings of the soul. 
We sometimes hear it said that the skive would not take his liberty, if he could 
get it : and yet here 13 a man who prefers death to southern bondage ; for he 
tokl me hiniiself, he hoped he should die as soon as he got there. 

After witnessing this scene, I called some of my friends from the cabin down, 
to let the galling chains and the eloquent tears of the slave, speak to them of the 
sinfulness of that system which reduces man to a thing, and oUkerateathe iinage 
of the blessed God. 

Yours, in gospel bonds, 

T.D.B. 



AMERICAN KIDNAPPERS. 

The whole North seems to be infested with these demons. It really 
is safer and easier to kidnap men in America than in Africa. That it 
should be so in the slave states is not surprising ; but that such outrages 
should be perpetrated in the Jree states is horrible. Such monsters 
ought to be hung ; but what shall we say of the state of public feeling 
which sanctions them ? 

SLAVE CASE IN CINCINNATI. 

{From the Cincinnati Daily Gazette.) 

The following details of a case recently tried before a justice of the peace, sue 
laid before the public to apprize tliem, in what manner our laws are sometimes 
administered by those into, whose hands they are committed ; and that a just 
estimate may be put upon the conduct of those concerned in the case 
referred to. 

On Tuesday morning last, the 25th instant, between eleven and tirdve 
o'clock, I was called upon to appear before William Doty, Esq., a magistrate in 
Cincinnati, on behalf of a coloured boy, known to many of our citizens by the 
name of Frank, who had been apprehended under a warrant from said magis- 
trate, charged with being the slave ci a person living in Newport, Kentaeky. 
When I arrived at the office, having inquired into the nature of the case, and 
being impressed with a deep sense of its importance, I asked, as a matter of 
course, that the case should be laid over until the afternoon of the next day; 
which was objected to by the claimant of the boy in the most positive temis; 
and I was told by the magistrate, at first, that the boy had sufficient time to 
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prepare for bis trial. Believing it impossible, under tbe circumstancefir of tbe 
case, tbat an indulgence so reasonable, and in strict accordance with the spirit 
of our constitution and laws, sbould for a moment be denied — it being the first 
time that his counsel had come to a knowledge of the case — I did not suppose 
an effort necessary to obtain it. But, perceiving from the aspect of the case, 
that I might be disappointed in this reasonable expectation, some exertion 
appeared to me necessary to obtain it ; and a respite was granted until the 
early hour of eight, next morning ; the boy being in the meantime confined 
in jail. 

This short interval I employed in drafting a bill in chancery i^ainst the 
claimant, on behalf of the boy, for the purpose of obtaining an injunction to 
arrest the proceedings under the warrant, having become satisfied from previous 
indications, that such a step was necessary to a fair and impartial trial <^ the 
case. During the afternoon of the same day, I presented the bill in chancery to 
his Honor, Judge Este, who, after due consideration, promptly allowed an 
injunction staying all proceedings upon giving bond in 500 dollars. 

It being nearly night before this arrangement was effected, I met John £. 
Williams, who proffered his services on this injunction bond, provided Wm 
0*Hara, a respectable coloured man, would join. him. I saw 0' Hara the same 
evening, obtained his assent to the proposition, and told him that Williams 
would call on him to effect that object. O'Hara informs me that he was placed 
under a misapprehension in relation to what was required of him. Relying upon 
the faith of Williams to comply with his promise, it being his ovni voluntary 
offer, I rested quite satisfied until the next morning ; when, to my surprise, no- 
thing had been done to perfect the bond. 

Had I not been thrown off my guard in the above manner, sufficient bail 
could have been procured in time. The appelated hour had "now arrived ; the 
public offices being scarcely open, and finding the situation' in wMoh I wa« 
placed, I addressed myself to the indulgence and sound discretion of the magis- 
trate, representing that an injunction had been allowed, and only awaited the 
signing of the bond to perfect the process ; and endeavoured to impress upon 
h^ mind the importance of the case, suggesting also, that it was but an act of 
courtesy due to a superior tribunal> that he should, at least, suspend his action 
on the case for a short time, until an opportunity was afforded to the unfortu- 
nate subject of the suit, to obtain bail. As no injury could arise to the claim- 
ants, the boy being in the custody of an officer, — for I knew that several of our 
most worthy and wealthy citizens would have stepped forward to relieve the 
oppressed. But in this attempt I was again foiled, by the unrelenting vocifera- 
tions of the claimant that the time had arrived, and demanded that the trial 
should proceed. 

The boy having been confined in jail until the hour appointed for trial, and 
having no opportunity to exert myself to procure bail, it appeared to me, that 
the space of an hour was not too long to ask for that purpose. I should, had it 
been allowed me, hastened to the clerk's office, and signed the bond myself. 
A respite until noon was asked. No ! An hour or two was requested. No ! 
A half an hour. '^ You cannot have it ; the trial must proceed'' — ^was the fiat 
of him into whose hands were cast the destinies of the boy. Being altogether 
unprepared for trial, on account of the absence of material testimony, and it 
appearing that the v^tness upon whom the boy chiefly relied was dead, with 
which fact I was not made acquainted until the moment of trial, the necessity 
of the case seemed to me imperiously to demand a continuance^ and I took the 
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usual steps to obtain one, hoi without effect; knowings that if time were given^ 
other witnesses could be obtained who were acquainted with the same &cts. 
3%e trial, however, proceeded, if it t^an bear so decent an appellation : the 
dflunaot introducing proof of pedijgree, &c., and — ^mark it ! — ^proved positively 
the &et, that the boy was bom in the city of Pittsbuigh, and state of Pennsyl- 
vKuia, in the year 1806 — twenty-eight years after the passage of the act of that 
state for the abolition of slavery; flie :nmster of Frank's mother having taken ber 
into that state on his way to jfeatiicky : which act I prddnced in evidenoe, 
together with the decision of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania on that statdte, 
which may be found In the second volume of Secant and Rawle's Reports 
page 805. 

In the absence of any testimony in behalf of the boy, whicih the shortness of 
the time did not permit me to obtain, except such as could be picked up during 
the progfess of the case, I was cofnpelled to rely upon the evidence of the 
claimant's own witnesses ; Which, with the law and deosicm above ^oted^ 
made, in my humble opinion, a perfectly clear case in &vour of the boy. 

The aigumeats having closed, an attorney from the opposite side of the ziver 
appearing cm behalf of the claimant, the judgment o^ the magistrate was imme- 
diately pronounced^ without a moment's delibemtion, in favour of the claimant. 
And beyond £ve minutes from that time, the unlbrtunafe boy was beyond the 
jurisdiction of any court in this state. 

Such are substantially the facts as they exist, and can be established by the 
testimony of several worthy and intelligent citizens, who have since expressed 
to me their disgust at the proceediltgs referred to. 

A case, upon which the Supreme Court of this or any other state, would not 
have undertaken, I am sure, to decide vnihout the most deliberate reflection; 
and one upon which there would have been at least a doubt in the n^ind of any 
jurist, who decided upon the spur of the moment, without iany deliberation. 
•Suoh assuranee, such coaBdence in a man's own infallibility, upon a question 
which was to decide whether the individual was a slave ot a free man, is 
encngh to startle eveiy one who gives the subject a momient's attention. The 
boy had lived in Cincinnati, and so it was proven, for the last seven or eight 
years, had crossed frequently into Kentucky, almost under the immediate eyie 
of the claimant, yet no claim was set up until the present time, when the^abovts 
-ptoceodings occurred. 

- T. have known him for the last seven years ; and I presume it was this &ct 
tlfatii^dnced 'him to send for me. He was married about three years ago m 
this city. 

Let it be understood, that I complain of no man for entertaining an honest 

difierenee of opinion contrary to my own. But it is to the manner in which a 

' case c^ such importance, and under circunistances sitch as were connected with 

it, was pressed to trial, without, as I do solemnly asseverate, a fair opportunity 

' to prepare for it. In matters involving no more than the amount of five dbllais, 

. it is usual fbr time to be given to prepare for a defence; but, in a case involving 

. the liberty of a human being, it seems that a few days, nay, even a few hoims, 

is too long. 

I forbear further comment. Let those Who Were concerned in the 'transaction 
^ acquit themselves to Ood, and their own consdienoes, if they can. 

E: WoonRUFF. 
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THE NEW GOVERNOR'S SPEECH TO THE LEGISLATIVE 

HOUSES I^ JAMAICA. 

Those of onr readers who have the opportunity of seeing the daily or 
weeldy papers^ may perhaps have already read the Address of Sir Lionel 
Smith tp the Jamaica House of Assembly ; and it is of so important a 
eharacter as to deserve the trifling additional publicity which its insertion 
in our pages will secure : at leasts that part of it which relates inmiedi- 
ately to the character and treatment of the apprenticed part of the 
population. 

The following extract is from the speech of the Governor : 

*-' There is^ indeed^ one most important subject which I cannot resist submit- 
ting tip^youT grave consideration. It is the reUgious and moral condition of the 
negroes. No man has had such opportunity of enlarged observation amongst 
this class as I have had^ either in the immediate government of, or eventual con- ' 
trol over, seven colonies, and I am sorry to proclaim that they are in this island 
in a more deplorably backward state than in any other. Yet, Gentlemen, thepr 
must be taugnt to fear God before they can be made to respect the laws. It is 
physically impossible for the ministers of the Established Church, few in number, 
with an extended surface of population, to do more than they have done. The first 
object is to instil the doctrines of Christianity, and not to insist on any particular 
church discipline. I firmly believe the assistance of the missionaries is most 
necessary to this end. Gentlemen, we have hardly four years more to watch 
over the experiment of apprenticeship; Give every facility you can to the mis- 
sionartes' labours. Banish from your mndsthe idea that they are your enemies. 
I mil annotr ioith my head for th^ir loyalty and fidelity. Encourage their 
peaceable settlement amongst youi people ; let every four or five contiguous 
estates combine for the erection of chapel schools ; and knowing, as you well do, 
the attachment of the negro to the place of his birth, and the burial-place of his 
parents, you may, I sincerely believe, by these means finally locate on your 
estates a contented peasantry." 

Such is the new Grovemor's language before a Jamaica House of 
Assembly. What changing times we live in ! A Governor pledging his 
bead for the loyalty of missionaries ; and that before a company who had 
long thirsted for their blood, and were deterred only by fear from. taking 
it i This must have sounded rather grating in their ears. ^But there 
might be an understanding that this was to be passed over in silence, as 
intended for effect, not in the land where it was spoken, but at a distance, 
where the missionaries were held in somewhat higher repute than they 
are by Jamaica legislators. And, however gratifying the language of 
His Excellency inay be, we should be doing the poor Negro labourers 
injustice were we to take it as a proof that in the whc^e of his adminis- 
tion^ the Governor would adhere to the side of the oppressed, or to those 
who befriended the cause of the oppressed : on this we dare not place 
much dependence. It appears to be the one object of Sir Lionel Smith 
to render his administration popular amongst the planters; to show to the 
government at hqme that there is one man, at least, that can navigate 
this boisterous element of passion : and we therefore fear that we shall 
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see, not the principle of even-handed justice^ hut of expediency; yielding 
to clamour, what he would d^y to right, and putting off the evil day by 
a time-serving and vacillating policy. 

The Reply to this Speech hy the House is not less novel ; and, could 
we bring ourselves to give them any credit for sincerity, would be as 
gratifying as it is novel. They say — 

'* We sensibly feel (he absolute necessity of giving the negro population the 
advantages of moral and religious instruction, and fully concur in the sentiment 
expressed by your Excellency, that man must be taught to fear God before he 
can be made to respect the Jaws. Whilst we agree with your Excellency that 
the first object is to instil the doctrines of Christianity, we cannot forbear de- 
daring our devoted attachment to that form of sound words in which we have 
been brought up, and expressing our regret that the number of the clergy of the 
Church is not equal to the spiritual wants of this large colony ; still we hope 
that aU denominations of Christian teachers will he supported, whilst they con- 
fine themselves to the true and legitimate object of their calling ; and we trust 
that the beneficent results anticipated by your Excellency, as likely to flow from 
the labours of the missionaries, may be accomplished/' 

And, in a subsequent Address to the Grovernor, the same assembly take 
credit to themselves that — 

'* Places of worship are at the present moment being erected at a very heavy 
expense in almost every parish in the island ; a similar extension of missionary 
chapels is in a like manner in progress. To the labours of the Missionaries no 
opposition has ever been offered here, while they confined themselves to their 
own proper and legitimate duties. Your Excellency will find, not only a general 
desire, but an extreme anxiety pervading the landed proprietors of the colony, 
to establish schools for the moral and religious instruction of the yonng people 
on their properties, without regard to any particular church discipline." 

What extraordinary conversions these ! Would that they were con- 
sistent and sincere : but, to engage our confidence, surely they might 
have expressed some slight measure of penitence at their past misdeeds. 
It is not our object to taunt them, but to remind them that reformation 
without repentance is always suspicious ; and, therefore, that some slight 
indications of sorrow would not have been out of place, when recollecting 
that many of those who framed this Address were concerned, in 1832, in 
framing resolutions such as these, that — 

'* As sectarianism leads to revolution both in church and state, it behoves us 
to adopt means to prevent any other than duly authorized ministers of the estab- 
lished Churches of England and Scotland from imparting religious instruction to 
the slaves ; and, in furtherance of this measure, we caU upon all proprietors of 
estates, or their attorneys, to put down all sectarian meetings on our respective 
properties ; that our magistracy should be most strongly urged to withhold, for 
the future, their license to sectarian ministers and their places of worship." 

As, however, no such indications of sorrow are discernible, we wifl 
wait until these contradictions in language are either reconciled or re- 
tracted ; and our evidence of the sincerity of their conversion must be 
regulated, not by the language of their dispatches, but by the course of 
their conduct. 
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AN ADDRESS, FROM FARMINGTON, NEW YORK, QUAR. 

TERLY MEETING OF ORTHODOX FRIENDS, TO 

ITS MEMBERS, ON SLAVERY. 

There are several important testimonies^ to which the attention of our 
society has long been directed ; and which it has pressed upon the consi- 
deration of the community with an earnestness in some degree worthy of 
their importance. Among these testimonies, that against slavery holds a 
high rank. More than seventy years have elapsed since several Friends, 
who were ornaments to the Christian church, laboured, with great 
zeal and perseverance, to convince their fellow-members of the sin of 
slavery. Their labours were, in a peculiar manner, blessed, by bringing 
the society to the conviction, that for man to institute a claim to property 
in his fellow-man, was an offence in the Divine sight, an invasion of the 
prerogative of Jehovah; and, consequently, disqualified him for member- 
ship in a Christian church. Thus, in a short time, the whole society was 
found on the side of justice and mercy. They made the morality of the 
gospel; which enjoins that, " All things whatsoever ye would that men 
do to you, do ye even so to them," their rule of action. They suffered 
no temporal considerations, no motives of expediency, to divert them 
from the path of duty. 

It was very honorable to the character of our forefathers, that, in the 
conclusion of the society to rid itself of the abomination of slavery, few 
were the instances of those who preferred the gain of oppression to the 
calls of humanity ; few were the instances of those who suffered them- 
selves to be separated from society, rather than relinquish their unrigh- 
teous claim on their fellow-man. Nor did the labours of our predecessors 
stop here. Both in this country and Great Britain, they were untiring 

c c 
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in their exertioiiB on this important subject. They did not remit tbeir 
efforts till the foreign slave-trade was abolished; and our brethren in 
Great Britain ceased not to make reiterated appeals to the public, and to 
the constituted authorities of their country, till slavery itself was abolished 
throughout the British empire. It was an event worthy of all their 
exertions, together with those of other Christian denominations, who were 
enlisted with them in the cause, when on the 1st of the 8th month, 1834^ 
the shackles of slavery fell from nearly one million of human beings. 

When we take into view the long continuance of slavery in the 
British dominions, and that their supposed interest was closely connected 
with it, and that at last it was abolished at an immense expense, it leads 
us to set a high estimate on those Christian efforts, that could, under so 
many disadvantageous circumstances, effect so great a change. 

Christian efforts have also been highly blessed on this side of the 
Atlantic. Twelve states in this confederacy are now free ; and the con- 
sequence of this freedom has been unparalleled proG^rity. While several 
of the slave states are retreading in their march> the free states are 
rapidly advancing in almost every thing that constitutes . a nation's 
wealth. 

But, notwithstanding the foreign slave-trade has been abolished ; not- 
withstanding half the states in this union are free, yet slavery has 
increased, and is increasing to an alarming degree in our country. ,The 
number of slaves has increased, within the last fifty years, from 600,000 
to 2,500,000. Thus one sixth of our population are held as mere goods 
and chattels. They are denied the rights and privileges of men. In 
almost all the slave-states, they are forbidden, under the most severe 
penalties, to read even the inspired volume. The marriage contract is 
not recognized. At any and every moment, the husband is liable to be 
torn from the wife, or the wife from the husband, or the children from 
their parents. All the tenderest ties of nature and of kindred are daily 
sundered by the ruthless hand of slavery. Several of. the Northern 
slave-states derive a principal part of their profit from the sale and trans- 
portation of slaves to more Southern regions. More than 100,000 are 
annually transported from Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina, to 
the cotton, sugar, and rice plantations, of Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana, where the rigors of slavery are so cruel as greatly to 
abridge the period of human life. 

Slavery is not only increasing in our country, but it is extending its 
banefol influence to every class in society. In years past, we were 
induced to hope that slaveholders were desirous to embrace a suitable 
juncture to abolish it ; but we are brought to the conclusion, from the 
positive declarations of the leading slaveholders at the South, that the 
determination of many of them now is, to perpetuate the system. And 
on what grounds is it defended ? On the grounds of policy, necessity. 
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expediency^ and CkrisHamtif / yes, even the sacred sanctions of our holy 
religion are summoned to the defence of a traffic in human flesh ! We 
have^ in this Christian land^ the shocking spectacle exhibited to us^ of 
professed ministers of the Gospel selling the members of their own reli- 
gious ^denomination into interminable bondage. And, notwithstanding 
these Northern states have declared their abhorrence of slavery^ by aboU 
ishing it years since, yet its paralyzing influence has so insinuated itself 
among us, that many who assume a respectable stand in the community, 
come out openly in its defence. 

In view of this alarming increase of slavery in our beloved country, 
have the exertions of our society for its abolition been as great and unre- 
mitted as the nature of the case demands ? Are we exerting that moral 
influence in the righteous cause of emancipation which was required by 
the faithfulness of our worthy predecessors 1^ Are we taking that high 
and decided stand on the *' uncompromising righteousness of the law of 
Christ " which should characterize his followers ? Are we making those 
urgent and frequent appeals to the rulers of our country in the cause of 
suffering humanity which the exigency of the case requires? Or, are we 
not rather manifesting a degree of apathy that could not be looked for 
from the successors of such men as John Woolman, and Anthony Benezet,- 
and those worthy coadjutors of Thomas Clarkson and Wm. Wilberforce ? 
For twenty years did that eminent philanthropist^ Thomas Clarkson, 
labor for the abolition of the slave-trade ; and the exertions of Friends in 
Great Britain at that period were such as to lead him to say, ''that the 
whole society were with him in this great work.*' Are we bearing that 
faithful testimony against slavery which the discipline requires. If we 
are silent on this subject, while many pious people of other religious de- 
nominations are using indefatigable exertions to enlighten public opinion, 
and to terminate this great national evil ? And if by our indifference, 
we discourage those who are thus engaged, or decline to lend them a 
helping hand, shall we not put stumbling-blocks in their way ? 

If we are freely partaking of the unrequited labor of slaves, are we 
actively complying with the following advice of our late yearly meeting ? 
" This meeting, while taking an enlarged view of this interesting subject, 
is sensible that many of its members feel religious scruples in relation to 
partaking of the produce of the unrequited labour of slaves, and desires 
that all may be faithful to the requirements of duty, in their varied allot- 
ments and means of usefulness." 

Is it not to be apprehended, that many in our society at the present day 
are too much tinctured with the doctrine of expediency f What is 
abstractedly wrong can never be made practically right. There are cer- 
tain great fundamental principles which cannot, by any abstract reason- 
ing, be violated with impunity. To plead the cause of the poor and 
needy, to deal our bread to the hungry, to visit the fatherless and widows 
in their afilictions, to undo the heavy burdens and let the oppressed go 
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free— are standing and imperative duties^ which require no special reve^ 
lation to render obligatory^ and which no sophistry or supposed expedi- 
ency can disannul. 

It is not sufficient that the society of which we are members is clear 
of the sin of actual^ slave-holding. If there were moral worth, and 
Christian decision enough among our predecessors to brin^ about so great 
a reform as totally to expel the abomination from, among us, that influence 
onght to be concentrated, and brought to bear upon this great and crying 
sin of our land. Our Saviour characterized his followers as the *' salt of 
the earth, the light of the world, a city set on a hill." If we neglect to 
plead for those who cannot plead for themselves ; if we close our eyes to 
the miseries, and our ears to the lamentations, and wailings, and woes 
of millions of our fellow-men, shall we have a claim to this exalted cha- 
racter? If our candle be lit by the light of Christ, we are solemnly 
warned not to '* put it under a bushel." 

The profession of Christianity lays us under many and important 
obligations. A mere thewetical belief in Christ is of no avail. Living 
faith calls for the exercise of active virtues. The practical Chnstian does 
not merely ^* look on his own things, but on the things of others ;'' and 
considers all mankind, in one sense, as his brethren, and himself under 
solemn obligations to use all the means in his power to ameliorate the 
condition of his fellow-men, of every color, and of every condition in life. 
It was not the high profession of the priest and the Levite, who could 
view suffering without compassion and without relief; but the kind and 
active offices of the good Samaritan, that gained the approbation of him 
to whom all the actions and all the motives of men are known. 

We have the most solemn warnings laid down in Scripture to guard us 
against the sin of omission. When a plain and positive duty is enjoined, 
no excuses that we can frame can shield us from responsibility. 

Although we are certain that good works of themselves will not com- 
mend 41S to God ; yet it is assuredly a Scripture doctrine, that works of 
mercy flow from a living faith in Christ. To those vrho feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, visit the sick, and show acts of hospitality to t!he 
stranger, the gracious invitation is given, '^Ccnne, ye blessed of my 
Father." But to those who withhold these tokens of love to God, by a 
want of love to their fellow-men, the solemn warning is given, " Depart 
from me ; for I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat ; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink ; I was a stranger, and ye took me not 
in ; naked, and ye clothed me not ; sick, and in prison, and ye visited 
me not. Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, my 
brethren, ye did it not to me." 

Signed on behalf of Farmington Quarterly Meetii^ of Friends, held 
11 mo. 9, 1836, by 

LiNDLEY M. Moore, \^> r, 
Abfgail L. Moore, § ^^^^' 
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POREmN SLAVE TRADE. 
No. II. 

PORTUGAL. 

'' In no one instance recorded in the p^e of history has England so tamely 
submitted to such repeated and infamous breaches of solemn treaties as those 
she has pennitted Portugal to indulge in, in regard to the slave-trade. Indeed 
they have been so often repeated, so openly, so wholly without excuse or pre- 
cedent, that posterity will almost be led to doubt, whether England herself was 
in earnest in her endeavours to obtain its total abolition. Had the position of 
the two countries been reversed — ^had Portugal been the most powerful nation 
in Europe — ^and had England been the weakest, the most distracted, and wholly 
dependent on Portugal for its very existence as a nation, the statement we have 
to make relative to our negociations with her government for the abolition of 
the slave trade, might have been natural, and such as might have been expected. 
It has signified not, by whom the sceptre of that degraded and unhappy coun- 
try has been wielded, whether by King, Regent, Council, or Queen ; the result 
has ever been the same ; of promises we have had abundance, of performance, 
none. 

** After much anxious negociation, the first stipulations entered into with Portu- • 
gal on this subject, are to be found in the treaty of alliance, concluded and 
ratified on the 19th February, 1810. In the 10th article of that treaty, the 
Prince Regent of Portugal solemnly promised to co-operate with the Ring of 
England, ^' by adopting the most efficacious means for bringing about a gradual 
abolition of the slave-trade, throughout the whole of his dominions," and engaged, 
that his subjects should not be permitted to carry it on, on any part of the coast 
of Africa, not actually belonging to Portugal. 

" At the Congress of Vienna, the Portuguese government on the strong repre^ 
sentations of the British, Austrian, Russian, and Prussian ambassadors, beoame 
a party to the denunciation of the slave-trade, contained in the Vienna declara- 
tion ; and*on the 21st of June, 1815, signed a Convention with this country, by 
which it was stfpulated, that in consideration of regulations to be made by 
Portugal for avoiding certain doubts arising out of the treaty of 1810, England 
should pay the sum of £300,000 sterling ; and subsequently a convention was 
agreed to that it should no longer be lawful for the subjects of the crown of 
Portugal to carry on the slave-trade on any part of the coast of Africa, to the 
northward of the equator, on any pretext whatsoever. 

*' By this treaty the Prince Regent of Portugal bound himself to adopt such 
measures as should best conduce to the effectual execution of its stipulations, 
reserving the question of the period of time at which the Portuguese slave-trade 
should universally cease, and be prohibited, to be fixed by a separate treaty ; in 
the mean time, the right of slave-trading to the south of the line, was formally 
claimed and maintained. For these concessions, and for the hope held out^ 
that at some future period, Portugal would enter into a treaty to name a 
period at which she would prohibit the trade to her subjects, his Britannic Ma^ 
jesty agreed to remit ' such further payments as might be due upon the loan of 
£600,000, made in London, for the service of Portugal, in the year 1809.' And 
as the whole of the pa^nnents were due and unpaid, the whole amount of the 
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debt was converted into a gift^ in addition to the sum of £300^000 previously 
stipulated to be paid to Portugal on account of the slave*trade. 

** Our treaties with Portugal remained in the same state till the 28th Julj^ 1817> 
when an additional convention to the treaty of the 22nd January^ 1805^ was 
signed in London. This convention contained an agreement for the allowance 
of the mutual right of search^ under certain limitations^ for the establishment of 
Mixed Commission Courts^ and also marked out the limits within which Portu- 
gal still claimed a legal right to carry on the slave-trade^ and by a separate act 
dated the 11th September following, it was agreed, that, as soon as Portugal 
should totally have abolished the slave-trade, the existing conventions should be 
adapted to such new state of things, or in de&ult thereof, the Convention of 
July, 1817> should remain in force until the expiration of fifteen years from the 
day on which the general abolition of the slave-trade should take place on the 
part of Portugal. 

''At the Congress held at Aix-La-Chapelle, in 1818, Portugal firmly withstood 
all the representations, remonstrances, and solicitations of the British ambassa- 
dor, notwithstanding they were powerfully supported by all the monarchs there 
assembled, and refused either to adopt any further measure for the suppression 
of her enormous illicit Slave-trade, or to name a period when she would finally 
abolish it. 

'^ On the 15th March, 1823, after much tedious negociation, an additional article 
to the convention of 1817 was signed at Lisbon, by which it was agreed, that a 
slave-vessel might be condemned on account of her having had slaves on board 
during the voyage in the course of which she was captured. 

" The only pretence advanced by Portugal for refusing totally to abolish her 
slave-trade was, the necessities of her transatlantic possessions. After the de- 
claration of the independence of Brazil, this pretence no longer existed, Portu^ 
gal, nevertheless, clung to the trade, and even advanced a claim to carry it on 
without molestation, from the coast of Africa, for the supply of her African 
islands — the Cape de V erds, St. Thomas, and Princes — whence it would obviously 
be an easy matter afterwards to transport them to the Brazils or Cuba. A traffic 
of that description actually took place, of the occasional interruption of which, 
by British cruisers, the Portuguese ambassador ventured rather loudly to com- 
plain as a breach of treaty. These complaints, and the intention apparent on 
the part of Portugal, to cling to the slave-trade by means of her African iskndsy 
even after the separation of Brazil, led Mr. Canning, in 1826, to search more 
particularly into the existing compacts with this country. An able and luminous 
note was the consequence of this inquiry, in which, after specifying the various 
compacts and negociations between the two States, from 1810, he showed it to 
be 'a distinct engagement,' entered into by 'the contracting parties,' that they 
'shall not permit their flag to be used for the slave-trade, except for supplying 
the transatlantic possessions of Portugal.'* 

" This remonstrance was answered by an acknowledgment, that ' the moment 
is come to put an end to the inhuman trade in slaves ; and that consequently, 
the Portuguese government will have no hesitation, to insert in the Treaty of 
Commerce, which the undersigned hopes will be shortly concluded between 
Portugal and Great Britain, an article by which his most faithful majesty binds 
himself, not only to the total abolition of the slave-trade in the dominions of 

• • • 

♦ See Parliamentary Papers, 1827, Class B. p. 24. 
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Portugal^ but also to co-operate with Ms Britannic Majesty for the total extinc- 
tion of so barbarous a traffic in the countries where it unfortunately still exists.** 
But still the Portuguese slave-trade was continued without interruption. Repre- 
sentations of the fact were consequently made to our government from all quar- 
ters; the foreign office was again roused, andva new remonstrance was made by 
Lord Palmerston, in a dispatch, addressed to our ambassador at Lisbon, dated 
13th of February, 1832,t by whom it was communicated to the Portuguese minis- 
ter who stated that he would submit it to his colleagues in counciL As he still 
continued to evade giving any satisfactory answer, our ambassador again ad- 
dressed him on the subject in a strong note, dated 5th June, 18d2,;{; which had 
no effect, and during the succeeding years up to 1836, the same kind of nego- 
ciation continued, when, nothing having been done by the Portuguese govern- 
ment to put a stop to the trade, which was still carried on as vigorously as ever. 
Lord Palmerston, in a very able dispatch, || in which he took a review, at great 
length, of the whole question as it regards Portugal, again loudly called upon 
the Portuguese government to perform the engagements it had entered into. 

** The answer returned by the Portuguese minister to this able expos^, is as 
unsatisfactory as any of his preceding notes ; however, on the 2nd of April last. 
Lord Howard de Walden, our ambassador, transmitted to the Secretary of State 
for the Foreign Department, the project of a law for the total abolition of the 
slave-trade throughout the Portuguese dominions, which had been presented to 
the Cortes by the minister of marine. This project, should it become the law of 
the land, is highly important, not only as it totally abolishes the slave-trade, but 
as it lays the foundation for the abolition of slavery itself. But we hear no more 
of it, and it is to be feared it will sink into oblivion. 

" It is understood, too, that a new treaty is in progress between this country 
and Portugal for the final abolition of this infamous traffic — with its stipulations 
we are at present unacquainted; — but, unless Portugal is awakened to some 
sense of honour in regard to the duty of public faith, it is greatly to be feared, 
judging from past experience, that laws and treaties will be of little or no avail. 
This fear is increased by the tenor of most of the dispatches contained in the 
papers communicated to Parliament in the last session, by command of his ma- 
jesty. 

'* Lord Howard de Walden, in a letter addressed to the Duke of Palmella on 
the 12th of September, says : — ^ 

'^'It is unnecessary for me to expatiate on the disgrace which is thus continually 
brought upon the nation at large, upon the government, and the queen's flag, by 
the conduct of the t*ortuguese authorities in the distant colonies of Portugal, and 
I have the distressing reflection now brought to mind, that, in no one single 
instance, out of the many representations which I have brought, by the 
King's command, under the notice of the government of Portugal, making 
known specific cases of encouragement of, or connivance at, this infa- 
mous traffic, has any one satisfactory answer been returned by the Portuguese 
government, nor, as far as I have been able to learn, has any one of the guilty, 
or suspected, or accused persons, been either proceeded against judicially, visited 

♦ Parliamentary Papers, 1827 ; Class B, page 24. 
t See Ditto, 1852, Class B, p. 10. 
t See ditto, 1832, Class B, p. IS. 
II See ditto, 1835, Class B^ p. 46. 



200 Foreign Slave Trade. 

by any declaration of her Majesty's displeasure, or removed from situations 
where there exists every reason to believe that this system of encouragement to 
the traffic in daves is still carried on in the fullest activity^ in direct infraction 
of treaties, to the disgrace of the national flag, at the expense of the reputation 
and good faith of the government, and the honour of the Queen of Portugal/* 

" Mr. W. H. Read, the British consul at St. Michael's, in a letter to Lord 
Palmerston, dated 7th August, 1835, speaking of a case of illegal Spanish slave - 
trading, says : — 

*' ' In the verbal communications of the 6ch and 11th inst. alluded to in my 
note, I thought that the Prefect showed a disposition to inquire into the matter; 
but the three members who are appointed his official counsellers in all matters 
relative to the Prefect's duty, were evidently averse to any interference with this 
vessel, alleging that they are without any instructions whatever, regarding the 
slave-trade, from the Portuguese government, which defect I however supplied, 
by producing the British acts of Parliament, and copies of the several treaties 
with Portugal, contained in Herslett's collection. 

"'I can, however, discern a decided apathy and indiflerence amongst the 
Portuguese in general, towards any active measures for the suppression of this 
inhuman traffic, which has so long engaged the attention of his Majesty's govern- 
ment ; and nothing short of its being declared piracy by every government, vnll, 
in my humble opinion, efiPect the total abolition .'f 

'* Is England ever to remain passive under the insulting indifference which the 
governments of Spain and Portugal have shown in regard to the performance of 
their engagements.^ — ^We have bought and paid for treaties by which they 
bound themselves to restrain their subjects from the performance of acts, which 
they acknowledge to be acts of inhumanity and robbery, of cruelty and piracy ; 
but both governments have shamelessly broken every engagement they have en- 
tered into, and after having taken our money, both have turned a deaf ear to 
every remonstrance we have made. Can it then be a question, whether the 
time has not arrived for England to cease her forbearance, and to say to these 
governments, they shall no longer be allowed to protect the slave-trade ? Jus- 
tice, humanity, and power, are alike on our side, and if asserted, must be suc- 
cessful. If we refrain to use the means which Providence has put in our power 
in so holy a cause, does not England participate in their crimes ? bearing this 
additional disgrace, that all she has gainecPby an expenditure of more than a 
million of money, is an enormous mass of treaties and official correspondence 
stored in the presses of the foreign office, the utmost value of which may be es- 
timated at the price it would fetch if sold as waste paper." 

* ParUamentary Papers, 1835, Class B, p. 37. 
t See Ditto, 1835, Class B, p. 34. 
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SCENES IN THE SOUTH. 

Some years ago^ a young man emigrate from New Hampshire to the 
state of Louisiana^ where^ after he became settled, he formed with a 
quarteroon slave of his own, one of those (contubemial) connexions, so 
common in the far South, as to carry with them hut little disrepute. 
Two daughters were the fruit of their connexion. They were not grown 
up, when the mother died — a slave. The father was careful to bestow on 
them a good, if not an accomplished, education. Through mere neglect, 
as in the case of their mother, he did not emancipate them according to 
the forms required by law. The eldest had arrived at the age of sixteen, 
the other at fourteen. At this time the father died, leaving his two 
bandsome, well-educated, and tenderly reared daughters^ with a good 
estate, as it was supposed, for their comfortable support. 

A brother residing in New Hampshire, on hearing of his death, went 
on to Louisiana, to attend to the adjustment of the estate, and to the 
interest of his nieces. He entered on the administration, and, to his 
great surprise, found, after he had made considerable progress in the pay- 
ment of the claims, that the estate would, in all likelihood, prove insol- 
vent. He continued, however, to discharge them as they were presented 
till all the resources of the estate were exhausted, except his two nieces, 
who, by the laws of Louisiana, were slaves and assets in his hands. So 
monstrous a thing as selling them had never once entered his mind. He 
was, however, raminded of this remaining resource by some of the credi- 
tors whose balances were undischarged. He replied in amazement, 
" They are my brother's children !" ** That is nothing to us," they re- 
joined ; " they are the property of the estate — ^liable for the payment of 
our claims — are likely — ^wiU sell well — and must be sold, unless from 
.your private means you can advance the sums they would bring." This 
he was unable to do ; Avarice called for the law. The girls were set up 
to the highest bidder ; and, although wholly unused to work, they brought 
extravagant prices — one a thousand, the other fifteen hundred dollars. 
No one acquainted with the state of things at the South, will be at any 
loss to conjecture £ot what purpose such prices were given for them. 



W Mc resided in Limestone county, Alabama. He was a 

careful, prudent man, and a successful planter, holding about ten or 
twelve slaves. He purchased a negro woman, who was indolent and in- 
disposed to work. He whipped her, as usual in such cases, but without 
producing any material change for the better. He whipped her again, 
more severely, with no better result. He whipped her again and again, 
in all the most approved modes for subduing obstinacy ; it was all unsuc- 
cessful. He at length resorted to the following expedient ; he tied a cord 
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nmnd one of her wrists^ and by it sus^iended her from a joist of the 
house. He then plaoed immediately under her a wooden pin^ ox peg, 
fiutened in the floor and somewhat sharpened. She was raised so high 
that she could not touch the floor^ but could rest with one of her feet on 
the end of the peg. Thus she had the alternate relaxation of standing, 
with her whole weight, on only one foot on the p^, and of being sus- 
pended, with her whdie weight, by the cord tied round her wrist. 

The foregoing account was given to the narrator by the son of W 

JVIc y a steady, sober young man, who mentioned it as commendatoij 

of his father's successful ingenuity, never once thinking it derogatory to 
his reputation. He concluded his account by saying, ** This brought her 
to." The father lived, and, a few years after, died, a member oi the 
church, with a standing that remained, we believe, unquestioned. 

These are fruits of a system pronounced by southern divines to be in 
accordance with the will of Ood, and by southern politicians^ " the greaU 
est of all the great blessings which a kind Providence has bestowed on 
their glorious religion." — PhilafUhropisU 



' ABOLITIONISTS THE CONSERVATORS OP AMERICAN 

LIBERTY. 

EXTRACT OF A LKTTBB FROM DR. CHANNINO TO JAMBS O. BIRNBT, BSQ. 

In regard to the method adopted by' the abolitionists of promoting 
emancipation, I might find much to censure ; but when I regard their 
firm, fearless assertion of the rights of free discussion, of speech, and of 
the press, I look on them with unmixed respect. I see nothing to blame, 
and much to admire. To them has been committed the most important 
bulwark of liberty, and they have acquitted themselves of the trust like 
men and Christians. No violence has driven them from their post. 
WhOst in obedience to conscience, they have refrained from opposing 
force \o force, they have still persevered amidst menace and insult, in 
bearing their testimony against wrong, in giving utterance to their deep 
convictions.— Of such men, I do not hesitate to say, that they have 
rendered to freedom a more essential service than any body of men 
among us. The defenders of freedom are not those who claim and exer- 
cise rights which no one assails, or win shouts of applause by well-turned 
compliments to liberty in the days of her triumph. — They are those who 
stand up for rights which mobs, conspiracies, or single tyrants put in 
jeopardy; who contend for liberty in that particular form, which is 
threatened at the moment by the many or the few. To the abolitionists 
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this honor belongs. The first systematic effort to strip the citizens of free- 
dom of speech they have met with invincible resolution. From my heart I 
thank them. I am myself their debtor. I know not that I should this 
moment write in safety, had they shrunk from the conflict, had they shut 
their lips, imposed silence on their presses, and hid themselves before 
their ferocious assailants. I know not where these outrages would have 
stopped, had they not met resistance from their first destined victims. 
The newspaper press, with few exceptions, uttered no genuine indignant 
rebuke of the wrong doers, but rather countenanced by its gentle censures 
the reign of force. The mass of the people looked supinely on this new 
tyranny under which a portion of their fellow-citizens seemed to be 
sinking. A tone of denunciation was beginning to proscribe all discussion 
of slavery. And had the spirit of violence, which selected associations 
as its first objects, succeeded in this preparatory enterprise, it might have 
been easily turned against any and every individual, who might presume 
to i^tate the unwelcome subject. It is hard to say, to what outrage the 
fettered press of the country might have been reconciled. I thank the 
abolitionists, that in this evil day, they were true to the rights which the 
multitude were ready to betray. — Their purpose to suffer, to die, rather 
than surrender their dearest liberties, taught the lawless, that they had a 
foe to contend with, whom it was not safe to ^ress, whilst, like all manly 
appeals, it called forth reflection and sympathy in the better portion of 
the community. In the name of freedom and hun^anity, I thank them. 
Through their courage, the violence, which might have furnished a 
precedent fatal to freedom, is to become, I trust, a warning to the lawless^ 
of the folly as well as crime of attempting to crush opinion by force. 



A SCENE IN VIRGINIA. 

The following letter is from a young Methodist preacher now in the 
state of Virginia, but who used to live within the bounds of the Provi- 
dence district, N. E. Conference. He is a young man of great promise ; 
and all he states may be depended on as strictly true. What horrible 
scenes does he decribe ! — scenes which he has witnessed with his own 
eyes ; and that, too, during the last year ! And to defend this system, 
doctors of divinity, and presidents of Colleges in America, have written 
laboured Scripture arguments ! 

Innocent human beings — made in the image of God, and bought with 
the blood of Christ — separated from their companions and children, 
chained together, and driven as felons through the country, to be sold in 
foreign markets, and find premature graves ! One man buying an old 
grey-headed Begn>, with the avowed intention of swappiutg him off with 
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a trader for a young (me, just as men swap horses ! And this system of 
soul murdering finds apologists in the north ! Christian ministers^ and 
Methodist ministers too^ apologize for it ! 

To THE Rkv. O. Soott. 

Virginia, Dec. 8, 1836. 

SiNCB I have come into Virginia, I have encountered four or five droves of 
human heings on their way to a market in Mississippi, comprisingf about as many 
hundreds. Thej were bought up by traders in Maryland, and the northern 
part of Virginia, and were driven on foot, and in diains, to linger out a miser- 
able existence, and find a premature grave among strangers. Many of them 
were torn away from their wives and children, and all were separated, no doubt^ 
from friends more or less immediately related and endeared. 

While passing through Fauquier county, a drove of about thirty came along, 
every one chained. When they first came in sight, they presented so striking a 
resemblance to a picture I used to see on one of the anti-slavery works among 
you, that I was immediately reminded of it-^-^he tallest going before, and the 
shorter going in regular succession. By the request of a sick gentleman with 
whom I waj3 in company, I went to the place where they stopped for the pur- 
pose of buying one for him for a body servant. You may start at this, but I 
presume you will justify me, when you are made acquainted with the motive 
from which I acted. I knew the man above named would treat a slave well; 
and as he was on his way to Tennessee, he would provide him a fine horse to 
ride, which would be better than going on foot, and in chains ; and he would 
thus be rescued from the miserable fate of going to Mississippi, a fate which all 
slaves revolt at. As I went in among them to inspect them, they all began to 
adjust their tattered clothes and comb their heads, &c., to attract my notice. 
Can you conceive my feelings, in the company of thirty poor miserable captives, 
all fastening their eyes upon me, with the hope that I was about to release some 
one of them from their miserable condition. I selected one from the rest, who 
was a tall, well formed man, about twenty-five years old, and possessing a 
remarkably intelligent countenance. — The key was brought, and he was unn 
locked from the chain, that I might view him. They had travelled all day in a 
hot sun, and as the lock was taken from the hand, it was swollen as large as two 
common hands. He was now given into my chaige ; and as we walked to the 
hotel together, to see the gentleman who wished to purchase him, 1 drew from 
him the following statement 

He had belonged to a man in Frederick county, Md., who had all along been 
promising to give him his liberty at his death ; but, alas ! he had recently died 
in a fit of insanity, and had left no will, and as a consequence, he, with his wife 
and two children, had fallen into the hands of the administrator, of the estate, 
and he was sold at auction to the trader with whom he was now on his way to 
the Mississippi in chains. 

I confess, that such was the eflPect upon my feelings on hearing this stoiy, 
that had he attempted an escape while in my charge, I would not have made 
an efiFbrt to prevent him, though the event might have cost me the severest 
penalties of lynch law. The gentleman saw him — ^liked him very wefl, but the 
price was too much (1,200), and I went back again with him to his chains. I 
tried to comfort him with the reflection, that he would soon be delivered firpm 
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his /Chains, and brought where ''th6 wicked cease from troubling^ and the weary 
are at rest." He professed to ine^. while his eyes were suffused with tears, that 
he wished he was there ; choosing death to the bondage he was suffering. The 
gentleman bought a grey-headed M man in Staunton, for 250 dollars, and pro- 
fessed his purpose to trade him off to a slave-dealer for a younger man. 

I could relate many such tales as the above, but I forbear. The simple design 
of this is to obtain a word from you^ which I hope you will favor me with soon. 
I rejoice at your prosperity in Lowell. It is a matter of surprise here that an 
abolUionUt can be instrumental of so much good. 



(To the Editor of " Slavery in America:' J 

New York, Dec. 16, 1836. 



Djear Bir: 



Our cause is going forward gloriously ita this country. We have now 
about seventy lecturers in the field, from whom we expect great things. The 
warm contested presidential election has passed, and we expect little or no 
opposition from party politicians. The number of Anti-Slavery Societies are 
rapidly increasing. There are now over six hundred auxiliary societies. There 
are, probably, not less than fifteen hundred ministers in this country who are 
thoroughly with us. 

The tone of the press here is greatly modified. There are about one hundred 
papers in the United States favourable to our cause ; and many of them have 
taken a bold and fearless stand in defence of the principles laid down in our 
declaraticm of independensce-^^' that all m£n are bom free and equal," &c. A 
large and very respectable portion of the freemen of this country, begin to see 
and feel that the Anti-Slavery cause is identified with tlieir own liberties- 
freedom of speech and of the press : and that the same feeling and spirit which 
keeps the labouring people of the South in slavery, would, if it could, reduce 
the labouring people of the North to the same condition. The yeomanry of this 
nation will not sit quiet, or remain silent, when they" see the chains forging for 
their own necks and those of their children. 

The influence of British Christians and AboKtionists is beginning to operate 
most powerfully upon this country. 

1 should be pleased to say more, but time will not permit. 

We shall be pleased to hear from you often. 

With great respect, I am, 

Yours truly, in abolition bonds, 

R. G. WiLLUBIS, 

PubliMim Ageni of the American ArUiSlavery Society, 
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SOUTHERN VIGILANCE. 

Ths following story is related by Amos DasssERy who was himself honoured 
with persecution in Nashville, and may be found, with other interesting &cts, in 
" The Friend of Man/' for Nov. 17, 1836. 

8TOBT OF ALPHONZO. 

One of the slaves in the Tennessee Hotel accidentally heard of a plot laid by 'some o^ 
the Southern gentlemen to decoy back to slavery those who had escaped to Canada. 
Having a brother there, and not being able to write, he employed Alphonzo Sumner, a 
free cidoured man, as his amanuensis ; thus acquainting his brother of the fiu^, and 
advising him to be on his guard. 

Alphonzo was the most respectable barber in the place. His education was good for 

the Southern states. He was a member of the Baptist church, and beloved and respected 
by the citizens generally. 

The letter was intercepted, and handed to Mr. Erwin, Majror of the city. The hand- 
writing being suspected, Alphonzo was sent for, and acknowledged he was the author of 
the letter ; to which the Mayor jestingly replied — ** I think you had better take a trip to 
the country for your health." Then remarked more seriously, that if it should become 
generally known that he had written such a letter, it would not, probably, be safe for him 
to remain in the city ; at the same time assuring him, that it was then known only to one 
or two besides himself, and promising to let no one see it. Alphonzo, knowing tibat Mr. 
£. was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, supposed he could place implicit 
confidence in his word, and gave himself no uneasiness, though he made some prepanf- 
tions for leaving the city. The same afternoon or the next day, Mr. E. publicly read the 
letter to the Vigilance Committee, a large crowd being in attendance. After the reading 
of the letter, one of the crowd asked if the author of that letter could be brought to 
"justice by law." It was replied that he could not. That same evening, as Alphonzo 
was about to retire, he heard some noise and disturbance in the street below his window, 
and stepped to the window to leaxn the cause. At the same moment his door was 
opened, and two individuals rushing in, presented pistols to his breast, saying, " You are 
a dead man, if you open your head/* They then blindfolded him, and dragged him 
down stairs into the street, and after taking him to a bye place out of the city, asked if he 
knew why they had brought him there. Upon his replying that he did not, some one 
cried, " Give him a cut or two, and perhaps he will find out." They then began to inter- 
rogate him in reference to abolition, asking many questions of which he was entirely 
ignorant ; and, if he did not answer to suit them, they would apply the scourge, then ask 
again ; thus alternately beating and asking him questions, till the skin waS beaten off, and 
the raw flesh laid bare to the size of a man's hand, and forty stripes were counted upon 
other parts of his body the next morning. 

After beating him till his strength was nearly gone, they told him it would not be safe 
for him to go home alone, because another party were in pursuit of him, and if he should 
fall into their hands, they would take his life. Accordingly, two constables were 
appointed to guard him home ; and, 6n arriving at his room, they demanded all his 
private papers ! and, seizing the trunk which contained them, carried them away. 
Being blindfolded, he could not see any of his persecutors ; but, by their voices, dis- 
tinguished one or two of th§ members of the tame church with which he was conneeted, and 
ako one or two of the NiuhmUe Committee of Vigilance, 

This outrage immediately became the topic of conversation aU over the town, and most 
of the oitisens supposed him to be dead. The feci was also related in the stage, on my 
return from the South, by a Mr. Loring, of Nashville, whs dse supposed him to be dead. 
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Mr. L* gare nearly a correct account of the outrages committed upon myself (not mis- 
trusting that he H'as speaking of one of the company, and not knowing the name of the 
individual whipped), and closed hy saying, " There has scarcely been a night this three 
weeks in which there has not been some one whipped/' The particulars of this case I 
learned from Alphonzo himself, finding him at Cincinnati on my return. 

One indiyidual thus outraged prosecuted two or three of the leaders of the mob. 'They 
Vere found guilty by the jury, and fined six and a quarter cents each. 



UPPER CANADA ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

Our readers will rejoice to hear that the Anti-Slavery spirit is spread- 
ing throughout the dependencies of our empire. This is a good sign, 
and augurs well for our final triumph. A society has recently been 
formed in Upper Canada^ when the following resolutions were adopted. 
We hope the members of this new auxiliary to the great cause of human 
freedom and happiness will proceed with energy and diligence. 

Moved by the IRev. J. Ryerson, and seconded by Mr. B. R. Snow, — 

1. That slavery^ wherever it exists^ being sinful in its nature and tendencies^ 
equally opposed to the honour of Almighty God^ the great and glorious princi- 
ples of the Divine government^ and the highest happiness of man,— its imme- 
diate and universal abandonment is imperatively demanded by the law of God^ 
and by the best feelings of our nature ; and to that end the efforts of Christians 
and philanthropists in all countries ought to be vigorously directed. 

Moved by the Rev. M. Lang, and seconded by Mr. W. Augustus. 

2. That the Act of Emancipation passed by the British Parliament, which 
conferred the blessings of freedom upon 800,000 of our formerly enslaved fellow 
men, exhibits the lofty sense of justice entertained by the British nation, and 
furnishes a theme for grateful acknowledgment of the interposition of Divine 
Providence, in answer to the prayers of Christians. 

Moved by Mr. James Lesslle, and seconded by Mr. James Johnson. 

3. That we hail with unfeigned satisfaction the progress of correct views in 
the United States of America on the moral evil of slavery, and the active and 
rapidly increasing efforts which are being made there for its immediate ex- 
tinction. 

Moved by the Rev. W. Christian, and seconded by Mr. M. B. Truss, — 

4. That as British subjects we ought to feel it alike a duty and an honor to 
imitate the example of the venerable and philanthropic Wilberforce ; whose 
memory, as the unflinching advocate of the suffering slave, will be cherished to 
the latest posterity ; and, as in bumbk reliance upon the Divine blessing, he 
persevered amidst much opposition and reproach in urging his efforts for the 
suppression of the slave-trade, until that laudable object was accomphshed, so 
we may be encouraged to piosecute imceasing efforts, united with fervent 
prayer, for the universal aholitian of slavery, with the confident hope that to the 
next generation the detestable and iniquitous system will be known only as 
matter of history. 
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Moved by the Rev. E. Evans, and seconded by the Rev. M. Lang, — 
5« Whereas we are taught in the Holy Scriptures to believe in the ^xistenice 
of one God, *' who hath made of one blood all nations of men," and with whom 
*' there is no respect of persons,"— and whereas it is the imperative duty of all 
men to practically recognize the obligations growing out of this fraternal rela- 
tion of the human family, and to cultivate those feelings of universal justice and 
benevolence which are inculcated by that precept of our adorable Saviour, 
*' thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," — and whereas the system of slavery, 
under which one class of our fellow men are held in abject subjection to another 
class, and are considered in the hght of mere' goods and chattels, and articles 
of ordinary traffic, is a direct violation of the divine law, — an infraction of the 
dearest rights of the enslaved,-— at variance with every feeling of humanity, and 
every correct principle by which men, deriving their being from one common 
Creator, ought to be governed in their intercourse with each other, — ^is, and 
ever hAs been, demoralizing in its tendency, and dangerous to the social in- 
terests and safety of community, in every country wheve it has be^i recognized 
by law, — presents insuperable barriers to the mental iiiq>rovement and moral 
elevation of the oppressed, and serious obstructions to the dissemisatioa of that 
religious knowledge which is intimately connected with their eternal interests, 
— and retards the arrival of that desirable period when '^ the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea," and '^ when 
'^ violence shall no more be heard in the land," — ^it is, therefore, the duty of all 
Christians and philanthropists, in every country, to unite their efforts to bring 
about, in a peaceful manner, the immediate abolition of slavery throughout the 
whole *world ; — ^and in view of the great and beneficial results of Christian 
effort, manifested in the suppression of the slave-trade, and in the emancipation 
of the slaves in the British West Indian possessions, and in humble dependance 
upon the blessing of Almighty God, it is expedient that we should, and we 
hereby do, form ourselves into a society, to be governed by the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1. This society shall be called *'The Upper Canada Anti-Slavery 
Society.*' 

Art. 2. The objects of this Society are, the entire abolition of slavery through- 
out the world; the removal of existing prejudice against the people of color; 
and the elevation of their character and condition, by promoting their mental 
and religious improvement. 

Art. 8. Any person, who consents to the principles of this Constitution, and 
contributes to the funds of this society, shall be entitled to vote at its meetings. 

The other articles relate to ojQicers, meetings, &c. 

Art 8. Any anti-slavery society, or association, formed on the same princi- 
ples, in this Province, may become auxiliary to this Society. The officers of 
each auxiliary society shall be ex-officio members of the parent institution, and 
shall be entitled to deliberate and vote at all its meetings. 
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THE FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE REVIVED, AND NEW YORK A 

SLAVE PORT. 

Fr(mi, the Emanoipatar, Jan, 19. 

We have now to call the attention of our readers to one of the most atrocious 
perversions of justice and law, we.,have ever kndwn. Corrupt as we know our 
courts to be, especially where the rights and interests of colored men were at 
iissue, we had not supposed them so utterly regardless of law and of right, aa 
they have now proved themselves to be, in the case we are about to detail. 
Before entering on this case, however, we deem it important to state the fol* 
lowing facts. 

1. Within a few months, the St. Nicholas,' a suspicious looking vessel came 
into this port. One circumstance after another soon made it manifest that she 
was a slaver. G<»nplaint was lodged, in due form, with Mr. Price, the District 
Attorney. Process was issued. The evidence was deemed insufficient, and 
the Captain and vessel were discharged. The vessel obtained her outfit, left 
the port, colors flying, and in a few weeks was captured, on her return voyage 
from Africa, with slaves on board ! 

2. Still more recently, the '^ Brig Governor Temple,^' came inte this port, from 
the coast of Gambia, with thirteen native Africans on board. Again complaint 
was made to the District Attorney. He was informed that there was reason to 
fear they would be smuggled away to the South as slaves — that three of them, 
op some pretence, had already been sent there, and some action was sought to 
secure the liberty of the others. The heartless reply was, *' Well, if they have 
gone to the South, that's their misfortune," and no action was taken ! 

d. A gentleman in this city, whose name we are not at liberty to mention, an 
owner of the Texan lands, informed a^member of our Executive Committee, a 
few months since, that another gentleman in this city, also an owner of Texan 
lands, had, a short time previous, formerly proposed to him to invest funds in a 
ship to go into the slave trade from Africa to Texas, assuring him that an 
immense profit would he realized on the investment ! 

4. The New Orleans Bulletin of Dec. 10th, declares *^on high authority, that 
the Texan government intends entering a formal complaint to the Cabinet at 
Washington, against the practice, pursued by American citizens, of introducing 
into their territory, in vessels belonging to the United States j negroes, coming 
from other quarters than this Union, and further, that their minister at Washing- 
ton, will be instructed to ask of our government, that a vessel be ordered to 
cruise along their coast, to prevent such introduction, and also, that a small 
force be 8tati<med at the mouth of the Sabine, to guard against their being 
landed on the coast of the United States, and immediately transferred to the Teofan 
territory '' — thus publishing to the .world, that the Foreign slave trade is exten- 
sively carried on from Africa to Texas, "by American Citizens,^ and "In 

VESSELS BELONGING TO THE UnITED StATES !" 

With those facts before them, our readers will not deem it incredible or 
strange, if some "American citizens*' should be found in this city, who, as 
owners or otherwise, are directly concerned and deeply interested in the pro- 
secution of this abominable traffic. Nor will they think it strange or unnatural 
that such citizens should attempt the outfit of such vessels from this port, and 
take every possible method, on account of the severe penalties of the law, to 

e e 
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conceal tbeii object, and in case of detection, to render the law, by the evasion 
and in other ways, a practical nullity on the contrary, it would be strange and 
unnatural if they did not do so ; and, in case of necessity, go so far even as to 
attempt to put out the eye, and sear the conscience, and pervert the judgment, 
and palsy the arm of judicial and executive power, by some influence behind 
the throne. Whether it has been so in the case to which we now invite atten- 
tion, we shall leave our readers^ in view of the facts, to decide. 

CASE OF THE BRIG BRILLIANTE. 

This brig arrived in this port Dec. 3rd. It was soon ascertained that she had five 
colored men on board, who were slaves. One of the white seamen also, with- 
out knowing the object of the inquiry, stated expressly to Mr. Ruggles, that the 
brig was a regular idaver, and had come here for an outfit. Accordingly, on the 
morning of the 10th, information was lodged by Mr. Ruggles, with ^e District 
Attorney, Mr. Price, that a brig of the above name was lying at the foot of 
Market Street, that there was every reason to believe her a regular slaver, that 
one of the hands had so stated, and that there were five colored men on board, 
who said they were slaves and belonged to the Mayor of Rio Janeiro.* This, 
be it remembered, was on the morning of Saturday the 10th. Nothing was 
done on that day by the District Attorney. The next day was Sabbath. On 
Monday morning, Mr. Ruggles called again on Mr. Price. Mr. P. said he would 
attend to it. An assistant in the office directed Mr. Ruggles to get the Captain's 
name if he could ; and added, that he was going to the custom house, and 
would see if he could get it there. Mr. R. called again. The Assistant Attor- 
ney took him to the Marshall's office, and requested Mr. Rapelje, the Deputy 
Marshall, to attend to the case. The reply was, " I have not time to attend to 
it now — You have not got the Captain's name — I'll see about it — You had 
better call to-morrow." Mr. Ruggles said, " But she may be gone." " Well, 
get all the facts you can, and call at my house this afternoon.^' This was done, 
and the Deputy Marshall was "not at home.*' 

Tuesday morning, the 13th, the following notice appeared in the New- York 
Sun. 

A Slaver in our Port. — We yesterday received a communication from a source 
which warrants us in at least making public its purport, in which our attention is 
directed to a vessel now lying at the foot of the Market street, the name of which — 
though she displays none — is the Brilliante. Our correspondent states that she is from 
Rio Janeiro, bound to Africa, on a slaying expedition, and has put in here for stores. 
Her captain, mate, and five white seamen, are Portuguese ; and she has also on board 
five slaves. He also states that his knowledge of the character of this vessel, and her 
present expedition, was derived from information communicated to him by onB of the 
hands, and which is confirmed in his mind by a personal visit to the vessel, made 
yesterday. We do not, of course, presume to vouch unqualifiedly for the correctness 
of our correspondent's assertions, nor that he may not be mistaken — but we do say that 
we have sufficient confidence in them, to warrant us in calling the attention of the proper 
authorities to the matter. 

At length, in the course of Tuesday, p^cess was issued, the Captain, Joao 
Evangeliste de Souza, was arrested, and for want of bail, was lodged in prison. 

* The slaves insisted to the last, that they belonged to the Mayor and not to the 
Captain. 
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The bail demanded was 6000 dollars. The slaves also, but none of the hands, 
were taken into custody to be used as witnesses. 

On Friday, the I6th, the case came before the U. S. District Court, Judges 
Thompson and Betts, for decision. The counsel of the U. States were the 
District Attorney and Mr. Jay ; for the defendant Messrs. Morrill and Staples. 
The report of the case in the Journal of Commerce is as follows. 

The case was now brought before the court on a writ of Habeas Corpus, and aa 
affidavit of the defendant read, which stated that he was a subject of the Brazilian 
government, from wliom the vessel and five slaves which he brought here had been 
purchased j that he came here with a cargo of coffee, wine, and sugar, consigned to the 
house of Souza, in this city, that he arrived here on the 3rd of December ; that after 
discharging the vessel's cargo, she was taken to the Dry Dock to be repaired, and 
whilst there the greater part of a cargo was engaged for her, to carry to Rio Janeiro ; 
that since her arrival here, the slaves had not been employed in any work, except what 
their duties as seamen required ; that on the 13th inst. the defendant had been arrested 
on the affidavit of a man named Martin, who deposed that the defendant had brought 
slaves into this State to hold them to labor, which defendant totally denied, and main- 
t&ined that they had been brought as bona fde seamen, to load and unload the vessel 
and to work her at sea. 

The defendant protested against his arrest as illegal, and contrary to the tfeaty made 
between the government of the United States, and the government of the Brazils, 
dated ISth of December, 1828, which provides that the subjects of that government 
shall be treated on the footing of the most favored nations. The case was ably argued 
by counsel on both sides, after which Judge Thompson referred to the different statutes 
having reference to the subject, and said that the case shown by the defendant, admitting 
it to be true, did not come within the meaning of the laws of the United States, which 
prohibited the importation of slaves, &c. 

The report in the Sun states, that the Captain deposed. 

That he had no purpose either of disposing of them [the slaves,] or putting them to 
labour here ; and that he was here on a legal mercantile voyage, had taken in his cargo, 
and was prepared to return to Bio Janeiro. Mr. Price, the District Attorney, did not 
attempt to introduce any testimxmy in contradiction of de Souza*s deposition, nor oppose the 
motion of his counsel ; and their Honors deciding^that there was no ground for his fur- 
ther detention, ordered him to be discharged. 

We have taken pains to examine the Captain's deposition, which is on file in 
the tClerk's office, that we might assure ourselves of the correctness of the 
reporters, and we find that he deposes that his vessel was consigned to the 
house of " L. C. A. De Souza" of this city, that the slaves, whose names are 
Antonio, Domingo, Jose, Joao, andj Predo^ " form a part of the crew of said 
vessel, and are continued on board for no other purpose than performing the 
duties obligatory upon them as the property of deponent, and further, that said 
slaves were not brought into the United States in this state, from any foreign 
kingdom, place or country, or from sea with any intent to hold the same to service 
within the United States or in this state, or to sell or otherwise dispose of, but 
only as bona fide seamen, and as the property of deponent/' 

Our readers will see that the specific charge, on which the Captain was 
arrested, was, not that, in the language of the law, he had brought these men 
here " with intent to hold, sell them,'* &c. himself " as slaves'* &c., but that he 
had done it " with intent to hold them to service" simply, *' or to sell'' &c. 



S12 New York a Slave Port. 

Judge Thompson decided in fkyoor of the i C»pUin, who was aceoidiiigly 

discharged. 

This was on the 16th. The same day Mr. Rapalje, the Deputy Manhall went 
to the Debtor's prison and informed the keeper^ Mr. A. B. Fointain, that the five 
colored men, were discharged and were] to be no longer detained in custody, on 
the authority of the United States. But the keeper kept them in prison through 
that and the/our succeeding days ! At length, late on Tuesday aUtemoon, Dec. 
20th, four individuals, of whom the writer was one, went to the keeper to inquire 
into the cause of their detention, when the following conversation, in substance, 
ensued. 

Inquirers, Are the five colored men,^brought up as witnesses in the case of 
De Souza, still in prison ? 

Keeper. They are. 

I. By what authority do you detain them ? 

K. The authority of the sheriff and the][marshall. 

I, But how can that be, the case has been.decided and they, as witnesses, 
must be of course discharged ? 

E. I know that, but I have received no notice of their dischaige, and I can- 
not let them go until I do. 

I. You hold them by virtue of the original commitment, as witnesses in the 
case of De Souza? 

K. I do; and I cannot let them go without some authority. 

I. What authority is^necessary]? 

K. Oh, a>ote from the sheriff or the marshall, or the District Attorney, say- 
ing that they are discharged will be enough. ^ 

I. And if we get you such a note, will you let them go? 

K. I will. 

No sooner said, than away we hastened to the office of the sheriff. He said 
they were not there by his authority — ^he had nothing to do with them— -the 
marshall or the District Attorney were the persons to apply to. Away we went 
to the office of the District Attorney — not in. A young man in the office said 
they were discharged on the original commitment, but he believed they were 
now detained by request of the Captain as his property, and on authority of Mr. 
Rapalje. Up we went to Mr. Rapalje's office — not in — and as it was now even- 
ing, it was agreed to let the matter rest until morning. On Wednesday morn- 
ing, two individuals called on Mr. Rapalje, and the following dialogue for sub- 
stance, ensued. 

Inquirers, Sir, feeling somewhat interested in the case of the slaves, arrested 
as witnesses in the case of De Souza, and finding that they are still in prison, we 
have come to inquire by virtue of what process they are detained? 

Mr. Rapalje, I cannot tell you. They are dischaiged on the conmiitment 
in that case. 

I. The keeper of the prison says they are not 

Mr. R. They certainly are, for I went to the prison and told him so myself 
last week. 

I. He told us himself, yesterday afternoon, that he had received no such no- 
tice, and that he still detained them on the original commitment 

Mr. R. I do not see how that can be. Did nt you see the turnkey ? 

I. No, sir. We are sure it was the keeper, and he told us if we would get a 
note from you, saying that they wero discharged, h» would release them. 
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Mr. R. I will give such a note if you wisk 

I. It will oblige ua if you will. 

Mr. R. Sit dawn, gendemen. 

The note was written, and was as follows : 

U. S. Mabshall's OFFXOEyDec. 21st, 1836^ 
To the keeper of the Debtor's Jail in New York : 

Sir, — The five witnesses confined in the Debtor^s jail, on account of the suit of 
the United States against J. £. De Souza, were discharged by me from custody on 
the 16th inst, verbally in your office. You are not to consider the United 
States bound for their maintenanoe since that time. 

S. RAPALJE, Dep. U. S. MarshaU. 
(Superscribed) A. B. Fointain, Esq., Keeper of the Debtor's Jail in New York. 

With this we hastened to the prison, found the keeper, presented the note, and 
asked for their release. 

Keeper, — I cannot release them. 

Inquirers. — ^But;why not ? You said yesterday you would, if we would get 
you such a note from the marshall. 

•ST. — I know (with a blush, and some embarrassment) ; but since you were 
here, the captain and the consul have been here, and I am keeping them now 
for them. 

/.—Ah, but have you any authority for doing so ? 

JT. — Yes ; the authority of the captain and the consul. 

/• — (After some effort to get a definite answer). You hold them, then, simply 
on the request of the captain and consul, and not by virtue of any legal process 
or authority? 

-P.— Yes. 

/. — ^And you will not let them go, will you ? 
' jr.— No. 

/. — ^But have you a right to appropriate the prison to such uses without 
authority? 

K. — I shall risk it (vdth considerable feeling). They said they would make 
me good. 

We of course left the premises. In the course of the day a habeas corpus 
was issued to the keeper to show cause for their detention ; but, when about to 
be served the next morning, it was found that he had resigned his charge, and 
that they were then on board the vessel. 

^Subsequently, another habeas corpus was issued to the captain, to show cause 
for their detention on board the vessel ; the object of which was, not to convict 
the captain, but to secure the liberty of the slaves. The case was brought 
before Judge Ulshoefler, who decided that under the state law, slaves might be 
brought into the state, not only from the southern states, but from foreign coun- 
tries, and kept here nine months, and then taken away. He said, that the act 
of Congress, of 1818, prohibited only the bringing of slaves in to sell them, or to 
hold them as residents ; that this country was not like England ; that we did 
not interfere with the laws of other countries ; that a master of a vessq} might 
go to a foreign country v^here slavery was lawful, and ^' man his shipjwith slaves, 
and bring them here, and keep them eight months and twenty-nine days, and 
then take them away.'' Of course, the captain was discharged, and the slaves 
were left in his possession. The decision was not committed to paper, but these 
remarks were taken down with a pencil, by the writer, at the time. * 
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Sach are the leading &cts in thus important case. We come now to the work 
of comment. . In doing so, we arc aware that we shall be regarded by many as 
very presumptuous, and disrespectful withal to the constituted authorities. 
Some even may charge us with "speaking evil of dignities." To be sure, on 
other subjects, and in other cases, nothing is more common, and nothing con- 
sidered more proper, than to question, expose, and censure, the doings and 
decisions of public functionaries. This is done, at all times, by any body and 
every body, and with the utmost freedom of remark, however trifling or unim- 
portant the interests at stake. And that public functionary who should complain 
of this as abusive and disrespectful, would be the scorn and contempt of the 
entire community. But when the rights and interests of the colored man are 
concerned ; ah ! now the public functionary is clothed with infallibility: to 
question or censure his doings and decisions is little short of blasphemy ; the 
community are well-nigh horror-struck at such astonishing rudeness ; and it 
becomes you, most reverently, to lay your hand upon your mouth, and be still ! 
Such, at least is the fact with multitudes. We shall not, however, be kept back, 
by any such feeling, from the discharge of our duty. We mean to know Uie 
colored man, not as colored, but only as a man ; and therefore, in the present, 
and every similar case, we shall vindicate his cause, and expose and condencm 
the doings and decisions of public functionaries with the same unsparing free- 
dom that we would if the party aggrieved were white : and if, in so doing, we 
at any time do injustice to any person concerned, we shall ever be ready, on due 
information, to make the proper corrections. 



TESTIMONY OP AN EYE-WITNESS. 
From the Herald of Freedom, 

In a recent journey through some of the slaveholding states, I availed myself 
of many opportunities pf acquainting myself with the condition and general dis- 
position of that portion of the community in which you are especially interested. 

Though the laws relating to the instruction of slaves are in Maryland far less 
severe than they are in Virginia, yet their condition in that state is degraded 
and miserable in the extreme. Desertions are becoming alarmingly frequent, 
and the recovery of the fugitives is so hopeless when they have the good fortune 
to get within the limits of Pennsylvania, that the slaveholders are induced, by 
these circumstances, and an increasing inability to render their labour profitable, 
especially on the eastern shore of the Chesapeake, to dispose of them in great 
numbers for the southern market. A gentleman, whose profession as civil engi- 
neer had led him to explore very thoroughly that section of the state, assured 
me that the wretchedness of their condition was inexpressible, and that little 
creatures, whose lives must be the cost, of eight and ten years of age, were daily 
disposed of for the south and west. 

A lady of Hagerstown, a slaveowner and accustomed to them from her birth, 
in answer to my inquiry whether those who are well used, were tolerably con- 
tented in their servitude, assured me they were not, that the most fervent, xm- 
Wavering, undying wish of their hearts, was to be free. In relation to the pun- 
ishments to which they were subjected, she informed me with a smile, indicative 
of a doubt how the information might sound in the cars of a female from^the 



The Black Act of Connecticut. 215 

north, ** for a trifling offence we send them to the whipping-post, and foi any- 
thing which is very bad we sell them for the south, which is as dreadful to them 
as death." The same lady related a fact which occurred in her own family, and 
which gave me an idea of the nature of the crimes which doom the poor slaves 
to an early grave on the banks of the Mississippi or the Chattahouchee. 

She was owner of a female slave, whose husband belonged to a gentleman 
residing about twenty miles from Hagerstown. Perri was exceedingly attached 
to his wife, and by walking Saturday night after the close of his labour, and 
returning on Sunday night, he frequently procured for himself the enjoyment of 
the Sabbath in her society. But these visits of the slave were not agreeable to 
liis master and he remonstrated, and finally asked Perri whether he would choose 
to relinquish his visits to Mary or receive a certain number of stripes the morning 
after his return. " I will choose to take the stripes, Massa," said Perri. He 
accordingly continued his visits, at no time encroaching on the hours of labour, 
and as regularly received the threatened punishment for his delinquency. " Oh, 
Mary,*' said he, " my poor shoulders suffer for these happy visits to you." On 
one occasion he became sick at Hagerstown, and was unable to return. At the 
end of three weeks his master came to him, much exasperated, threw him into 
jail, and after long confinement had him conducted, chained and handcuffed, by 
the place of Mary's residence, and sold him to a slave-dealer for Georgia. 
" Oh," said the lady, as she finished her story, " you have no idea how much 
trouble we have with them !" With ill-suppressed indignation I referred to the 
misery of the injured slaves, and she added, " Well, 'tis said they have no more 
feeling than brutes, but I think they have, for I thought my Mary would have 
gone distracted !" 

It is but justice to the master to add, that he offered to purchase Mary, and 
her mistress left it with her to decide whether she would leave her or not. But 
she knew his cruelty too well, and the probability that in a fit of passion they 
should soon be separated, and she refused to be sold. 



THE "BLACK ACT" OF CONNECTICUT. 

The Statute Book of Connecticut is even yet defiled with an act which has been 
appropriately styled the " black act ;" and black enough it is to disgrace the midnight 
of the dark ages. Our readers will he surprised at some of the provisions of this law, 
which received the approval of the Governor on the 24th of May, 1833. 

Its preamble sets forth, that, " attempts have been made to establish literary institu- 
tions in this state for the instruction of colored persons belonging^ to other states and 
countries, which would tend to the great increase of the colored population of the state, 
and thereby to the injury of the people." And for this weighty reason it enacts — " that 
no person shall establish in this state any school, or literary institution, for the instruction 
or education of colored persons, who are not inhabitants of this state, nor instruct in any 
school, or other literary institution whatsoever in this state, or harbor or board for the 
purpose of attending or being instructed in any such school or literary institution any 
colored person who is not an inhabitant of any town in this state, loithout the consent iii 
writing first obtained of a majority of the civil authority, and also of the select men of the 
town in which such school or literary institution is situated ; and every person who shall 
knowingly do any act forbidden as aforesaid, or shall be aiding therein, shall, for the first 
offence, forfeit and pay to the Treasurer of this state a fine of one hundred dollars, and for 
the second offence a fine of two hundred dollars, and so double for every offence of 
which he or she shall be convicted." 
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TESTIMONY OF THE CHURCH IN AMERICA. 

The Central Cmftrmet (Cmgrtgatioiul) tf lights of private jud^ent in all matt«n 

Maine, at its lecent meating, on motiao rbt respect lelieioD, is aniTeraal uai ins- 

of Mr. Tappan, tienable. Tbat in perfitot coni i i»te n cy with 

ResolTed, That alaTe-lK>lding.«i it exists ^ above principle of commffli r^ht^ 

in a portioi of these United States, is a •'*J7 f ""^ " '"^' °L^T^^Z.t 

great W against God and man, for which V^^ oharches. is oititiled to dedars 

the nation ought to humble itself, and for *^.*"i™ "^ •*»»«<» into its comanmon 

the speedy a^ entire removal of which. '^ ^ qnalificatoons of itt nunisters and 

^^^,,r r'l*^--*;-^ ^»/.k* ♦/* Tv««. .ns) .^.A oil members, as well as the whole system of 

Sle ^TTw^aU a'™* "^ "" %^, so-"—'. ^^^ ^^ ^ 

; "Thereforo, beUeving it rieht foi any 

TU Presbytery of Indianapolis, at their semi- church or societ;^ to declare Ae terms of 

amiual meeting, at Sugar Creek Church, communion and fellowship of such member- 

X-prH 5 Bhip ; and, having come to the conclusion, 

' from the word of God, and the uniTersal 

Resolved, 1. That all men have a natural consciousness of all mankind, that selling, 

and unalienable right to liberty, unless the ^^ buying, and owning men, women, and 

right has been forfeited by crime. children, as property, is unjust and unchris- 

2. That slayery, as it exists in the United tian, and a horrid viohition of the commands 
States, is a great natural, political, and of the Lord our God, who requires all men 
moral eviL ,. to do justly, and to lave mgrey, and to deny 

3. That there is good reason to beheve, all ungodliness and unrighteousness ; and, 
that the present difficulties in the Presbj- .» . . , * . ^ ,. ?._ 
terian church, are in 

large measure in whicl 

in the sin of slavery. tion and obedience^ 

4. That this Presbytery will receive no «« Therefore, we do most solemnly entreat 
minister as a member who is a slave-holder, our sister churches in the United States, 
or who has sold a slave or slaves into un- ^|,o may be living in the sin of slave-hold, 
conditional bondage, unless he will first jn^^ to put the evu away from among them 
make all the reparation that may still be in without delay, that they, may become what 
his power. God requires of them to be, a holy people, 

5. That it be recommended to the church and sealous of good works ; and not to lire 
sessions under our care, not to receive anv any longer to follow the example of poor 
person into the communion of the churcli barbarous Africa, in making slaves of their 
who is a sUve-holder, or who has sold a fellow-men. (For oh ! it's a shame for 
slave or sUives into unconditional slavoy, guob a thing to be named amongst us, that 
unless they will first make all the reparation a single Christian, in the United States of 
that may stiU.be in their power. America, should own a slave)— 

" Therefore, Resolved, That this church 

Presbyterian Church. hereafter debars aU persons from her com- 

_- ^ , . VI -x • A_ . munion, who are guilty of holding men/ 

The General Assembly, it is true, put ^^^^ ^^ children, a^ property. It who 

the slaveiv question under the table for the advocate the system. That we shaU cor- 

present ; but we trust it wiU not be so dis- ^^^y^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ and Christian 

posed of by the individual churches. We ^^^ j^ose churches who may repeat 

ere glad to see from the last Philanthropist, ^^ forsake the above practice, 
that one church more has acted on the sub- « Resolved, that the above preamble and 

ject. We trust that otiiers throughout the ^solutions be recorded in the session-book, 

free states will follow the exMuple. ^^ ^^ enforced by the session. 

" At a meetmg on the llA day of July, „ Revived, That the foregoing p«»mble 

1836, of ^6 members of Uie Presbytenwi ^^ resolutioii be published inie Cincin- 

ohurchjinNewRichm^d,Clermontcounty, „^^ j^^^^ ^^ fuminary, and the Phi- 

and state of Ohio, Mn Dan Davis was lanthropist. 
chosen moderator, and Robert Porter clerk, ^ 

the following preamble and resolutions were " Dan Davis, Moderator. 

imanimously adopted : mi*' 

" According to the preliminary principles *' A true copy. Robbht Porteb, Curk, ^ 
laid down in our Book of Discipline, 'the 
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CHRISTIAN SLAVERY. 

A OBNBRAL view of Christian slavery will show what yet remains td 
l>e done, and justify an earnest appeal to a Christian and anti-slavery 
public^ for sympathy and vigorous eiFort in the work of universal emand* 
pation. We say nothing in what follows of the slavery of British India. 
There 



In the United States 2,500,000 slaves. 

In Brazil 2,000,000 — 

In the Spanish Possessions .... 500,000 — 

In the French Possessions 300,000 — 

In the Possessions of Portugal, Denmark, Hol- 
land, &c 200,000 — 

Add to these, the victims of prejudice in the 

United States, — the afflicted and down- 

\ trodden free (so called) people of color, the 

masterless slaves of America . • . 500,000 

And we have before us . . . 6,000,000 

{Six millions) of human beings prostrate beneath the hoof of a relentless 
tyranny, for no other crime than the color of their skins I What mind 
can grasp the amount of injustice, misery, pollution, and soul-murder, 
comprised in this most impious and inhuman system ! Five millions 
five hundred thousand human beings held in a state of brutal subjection 
by nominally Christian nations ! Odious and diabolical conspiracy against 
the liberties of mankind ! Half of these are found in the far-famed 
Republican States of North America : the land of liberty ; the asylum 
for the oppressed of all nations,r^where it is declared, that '^ all men are 
born free and equals** and that " resistance to tyrants is obedience to 

p p 
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Qod.'* America ! the land of the pilgrims, — ^the land of EUiott, and 
Edwards, and Hancock, and Adams, and Franklin, and Wasliiiigton! 
In this land of revivals, and educational and missionary operations, and 
saints, and heroes, and philosophers, and liberators, there are three miL 
lions of oppressed human beings : two millions five hundred thousand in 
a state of brutal subjection to the ^avarice, lust, and power of irrespon- 
sible masters, and the rest shut out from every social privilege, on account 
of their connexion (near or remote, it is the same) with the African race. 



CASE OP TWO FEMALE CAPTIVES RESCUED. 
(^From the '' Right and Wrong" in Botton»J 

On Saturday, July 30th, a brig was observed to come to one of the wharves, 
and suddenly to put back, in consequence, it seemed, of something said to the 
captain by a man who was waiting his arrival. Some men of color, "who 
observed these proceedings, took a boat, with the intention of going on board. 
They were ordered off; but on rowing round the vessel, they discovered it to 
be the Chickasaw, in the Baltimore trade ; and, on further examination, per- 
ceived two women making signals of distress to them from the cabin windows. 
They instantly obtained a writ of habeas corpus, by which the women were 
taken from the custody of the captain, and conveyed to Leverett-street jail; 
where they were ministered unto by a few who had not forgotten to "maintain 
the cause of the innocent," nor shrink from the visitation of prisoners ; nor 
neglected the fatherless in their affliction : and who felt the humiliating contrast 
between what men do, and what they ought to do. 

Knowing so many painful facts respecting the seizure of free persons of color 
for slaves, we felt great sympathy with these women, and determined to give 
them, at the trial, whatever comfort our presence might afford. We recollected 
that the same hall had been thronged with ladies to listen to the pleadings <f 
Mr. Wirt and Mr. Webster, and that many ladies had even travelled to Salem 
to hear sentence of death pronounced upon the Knapps; and, therefore, we 
were under no temptation to omit any attention or kindness to these women, on 
the ground that the manner of it was unusual, or considered improper. 

Five members of our Society entered the court-room about 9 o'clock on 
Monday morning, and found the prisoners abeady there, in consultation with 
their counsel. After the entrance of Judge Shaw, the business commenced 
with a statement from the counsel for the claimant, that these women were the 
property,^of John B. Morris, of Baltimore ; that the constitution contained a 
provision by which they must be returned to him; and that he, the counsel, 
demanded a reasonable construction of the constitution ! Mr. Sewall, the 
prisoners' counsel, argued in opposition, that in the Bill of Rights, it was laid 
down, as the basis of the practice of the courts of law in Massachusetts, that 
ALL are bom free, and have the right of enjoying and defending their liberties. 

This elicited slight applause from the audience, who were principally persons of 

color, which they instantly suppressed on finding it was not in order. 

Here Judge Sliaw arose to give his decision. He observed that he had, as 

courtesy demanded, listened to the arguments of both gentlemen, though he 
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did not think them appficable to the present case; the question being simply 
this — Has the captain of the brig Ghickuaw a right to 'convert his ressel into a 
prison? [Here a flurried consultation took place between the agent of the 
claimant and his counsel ; and one of our members^ who^ from being also one 
of the Society of Friends^ has had abundant opportunity to observe the course 
taken by slave-hunters^ in cases like the present^ beckoned to the person who 
sat nearest to the prisoners, and requested him to tell them to wait for nothing 
alter they should be discharged; to listen for their discharge, and depart as 
soon as they received it, as but an instant would intervene before some other 
means would be resorted to, to detain them.] All this occupied but a moment. 
The messenger walked quietly back to his seat by the prisoners ; all parties 
listened breathlessly for the decision, the judge still continuing his speech. 
Our blood stood still as he went on; and the time seemed interminable. 
" Whence it appears," — said he, at length, — " that the prisoners must be dis- 
charged." All rose at the word — the prisoners, the colored women who sur- 
rounded them, the counsel on both sides. The agent extended his hand to 
seize them. A spell seemed to hold them in the same position, one deeply- 
exciting instant. The next, and the room was empty. A single voice among 
the crowd said " Go! Go !" There was no other noise but the soimd of feet, 
and a slight shriek from one of the women, who fainted in the lobby, and was 
carried down stairs. 

The following minutes of a conversation with one of these female captives are 
worth preserving. She said, speaking of the agent — " I was surprised to find 
they called him Turner in court ; for he told me, on board the vessel, that his 
name was William Wilson, and William Wilson I knew was a Methodist min- 
ister in Maryland ; but I had never seen him, and did not know but this man 
was he. He asked to see my free papers, and as soon as he got them he 
destroyed them. He said I ought to be ashamed to do as I had done. I told 
him, N'o ; for I had done nothing wrong. He said he knew that, but what 
could I want more than I had always had? Told me, that it was Uttle we 
wanted here below, for life was short." 

Question. Were you ever a slave? 

Answer. Yes. 

Q. Were you happy in slavery ? 

A. No. 

Q. Had you a kind master? 
• A. Yes ; I never was whipped since I was a woman grown. 

Q. Why were you not happy, then ? 
* A. Gould you live always in horror, and be happy ! Master used to say, he 
ncTcr would sell us ; but the price of us is rising every day ; people got round 
hin, making offers—the Georgia houses were near; master didn't talk as he 
used to do, about nevisr selling us. Oh, there is nothing but horror to look for- 
ward to in slavery ! 

*♦" ' » » * * *^, 

Q,. Why did you come to the North ? 

A. I thought I should not be in danger of fafling into slavery again, if I could 
but get to the free states. I did not expect to meet such troubles the moment 
I got here; nor to meet such friends to care for me, either. 

Q. Did vou ever hear of abolitionists ? 
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A. (As if the word was one she did not nndeietuid) AbolitioBkits ? No. 
Q. Did you ever hear of colonizadonists ? 

A. Yes ; they always eome round us as soon as we get free^ and are doing 
well^ to pereuade us to go to libexia. But they axe found out now. They will 
not deceive many more so. 

Q. Can you read ? 

A. AKttle. r "': 

Q. Were you ever on a plantation ? 

A. my God, yes ; but only on a viat. I never could tell you what they 
suffer. Most of the slaves that I know are pious. They often meet to pn^. 
Two or three will sometimes get together privately, and pray all night for 
deliverance. 

Q. But if they do not know that there are any at the North laboring and 
praying for them, how do they think it is to come ? 

A. They are waiting to see God do it for them in some wonderful manner, as 
he did for the Israelites. No human power can do it. We pray to him, and 
have &ith in him only ; for the whole world seems to have forgotten us. 

Q. Did you use to go to church? 

A. Yes. I am a member of the Methodist church. .. -> 

Q, Do you think that all slaves- ought to be free ? 

A. (Much surprised) Yes, certainly. 

Q. Would there not be danger of the bad tempered ones killing their masters 
for having kept them so long in slavery ? 

A» (In extreme astonishment) Why, no indeed ! Why should- they ? AH 
they want is to get free. They are wiUing to work ; they don't want any things 
wrong. Kill their masters for doing right by them ! 

Q. But is this opinion, that they ought to be free, a common one among the 
slaves } 

A, (Very solemnly) Yes. (Xeoune, they all know it is wrong to keep them 
in slavery. 

Q. What makes them think so ? 

A. Of course they think so. It stands to reason. 

Q. Did it not distress you to leave your friends ? 

A. Yes, it was a trying thing; but I had rather die than go back. 

Q. Would not every thing go to wreck and rum if the slaves were all maie 
ree ? Would they not be lazy and miserable ? 

A, Would not they work better if they had something to show for it? Ja«t 
think how it would be with yourself; except when people get very old. Oh, 
if you would only take it home to yourself, and think what you should suffei to 
see your old mother obHged to work to the last minute ! It does seem Bi i( 
when people get worn out, they ought not to work. 

In many conversations, we had an opportunity of witnessing the niee mnal 
sense, and the ardent piety of this woman. We showed her some of Ae aati- 
slavery publications, and she seemed surprised at the correctness of the descrip- 
tion of the condition of slaves. *^Only," she added, "it is impossible to put 
such dreadflil sufferings properly into print." 

' Here was the testimony of what American slavery is in its mildest ftrm. 
When we speak of the two millions and a half, how apt are we to forget ibat 
every one of them has a history which it would shock a Christian to liear 
l^lated! Whether it were of the dancing, singing, degraded sltrve, .degndecl 
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into conteiitmeilt wilfa his condition ; "vrhose greatest failure in duty appears, 
according to slaveholding morals^ in running away, and whose highest -^rtue lies 
in reverencing as gods the men who live by his unrequited toil : the higher 
spirited and higher gifted being, who is crushed or driven to frenzy by the 
attempts to make him like the first: or the mild and intelligent slave^ from whom 
education and the Bible have not been entirely withheld, and whose suffering 
lies chiefly in apprehension. 

These are painful details; but it is either the sickly sentimentalist, or the 
base denier of human brotherhood, that would see only the &ir-seeming gar- 
ment with which slaveholders invest their system, nor look beneath to mark 
how '^ the iron enters into the soul," in order the better to devise the means to 
effect its removal. 



AN AFFECTIONATE EXPOSTULATION WITH CHRISTIANS IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

BECAUSE OF THE CONTINUANCE OF NEGRO SLAVERY THROUGHOUT MANY DISTRICTS 

OF THEIR COUNTRY.* 

Christian Brethren, — Among the thirteen millions of human beings who 
inhabit the United States of America, we understand that there are nearly three 
qoiUioos vf\xo are Africans, either by birth or descent, and that two millions 
three hundred thousand of these are slaves. We read in works descriptive of 
America, that many of these enslaved Africans, men and women, are herded 
together like cattle, that they may increase their numbers, and provide a supply 
of slaves for the market, where they are sold and bought according to the pro- 
portions of their frame, the elasticity of their muscles, and the vigour of their 
constitution ; put up to sale by outcry, bid for by competitors, and disposed of 
in lots, or severally, at the pleasure of purchasers: every feeling of delicacy, 
every endearment of parental tenderness, and every bond of infantile sjmipathy 
or dependence, being violated and set at nought. 

We perceive in the accounts furnished of America, whether by natives or 
foreigners, whether friends or foes, that in certain States, every person who is 
deemed to inherit any relation, by blood or colour, to the African race, and who 
cannot, by legal documents, prove his freedom, or who enters those States as a 
stranger, is deemed a slave, and subjected to the ignominy, privations, and toils 
-^the lacesation and bereavements of bondage— the sufferings and sorrows of a 
slfve. 

•This slavery is described to us as forced servitude — ^labour without wages, 
and toil without respite, so long as life continues ; during which both men and 
women, the child and the aged, are reduced to this violent constraint, while 
tb^ir task-master is most generally the alone practical judge of the kind, degree> 
an4 time of labour, and of the subsistence which the slave shall receive. The 
ipaster's conduct proves that he can imprison, beat, scourge, wound, and other- 
YJse injure the body, and grieve and vex the spirit of the bondsman, at his own 
discretion, or depute such power to whom he pleases — even the lowest menial, 
Qf^jB. fellow-slave ; — that husband and wife, parent and child, brother and sister^ 

• 

' * This document, we understand, was drawn up by the Rev*.A. S(iinerviQe,af T>waL^ 
torton ; and received the sig;natures of four thousand two hnnclred pertoM ^ the neigK 
io«n!ki»*'of t^rtlu ~ 
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mtLj he severed ftom each tfther^ and the dearest ties be wrencbed asunder, at 
the caprice^ for the profit^ or to meet the exigencies^ of the person called owner 
of the unhappy victims. We learn, also, that the creditor, the executor, or the 
tax-gatherer, may seize the slave, his family, wife, children, or parents, ot the 
produce of his hands, and sell the whole, together, or in several lots, to un- 
known, unfeeling, and unrighteous men-stealers, who traffic in slaves and the 
souls of men ; while the death of a tyrant brings no relief, and the decease at 
an indulgent possessor may but fulfil the bequest which devises them to a severe 
oppressor and a cruel master, without the power of remonstrance or even the 
right of redemption.— Brethren, if we were in the vales of Africa, subject to 
such a system, what should we be inclined to do ? And if we thought we 
could break our chains and fetters, forged and rivetted by injustice, and con- 
sulted to take measures for our release, would you call it treason, rebellion, and 
murder ? 

We read in the laws of those States wbere slavery prevails, that this injustice, 
cruel bondage, and degradation, are not left to the passion or pleasui^ of the 
master, but that enactments and laws, deliberately framed by legislative councils 
and congresses, are the measure by which the portion of American Africans is 
meted out. That they prohibit the education of negroes in reading, or in the 
means of intellectual improvement or intercourse — that negroes may not teach 
negroes — that schools may not be established or conducted, either by or for 
negroes, or their kindred — that fines, scourging, imprisonment, and death are the 
le^ penalty for such efforts. We have heard of amiable females, not related 
by consanguinity to the African, suffering imprisonment for attempts thus to 
ameliorate the condition of the neg^o. All this is the portion, not of the present 
race only, but the inheritance, the heir-loom of our negro brother, his children, 
and his children's children, for many generations. 

We perceive, too, from your most pubUc and highly official documents, that^ 
while school-houses are bidlt, education provided, and religious instructors and 
facilities for improvement are assured by national treaty to the few thousands 
of red Indians in your land ; and while your missionaries are sent to the 
debased Greek, the bigotted Mussulman, barbarian Islanders, Chinese idolaters, 
effeminate Hindoos, the Buddhist of Birmah, and even the wanderers in the 
vale of Mississippi, your government contemplates restrictions on your ovm 
press, brands and calumniates the friends of humanity, and discountenances 
the discussion of the freedom of three millions of your own feUow-subjects, 
who were forced into your service, or carried captive from their father-land, — 
while such measures are recommended as may, it is presumed, secure their 
continued subjection to injustice, oppression, and cruelty. Tour niissionaries 
are excluded from them as a field of labour ; your publications intended for 
them are bnmed by tumultuous assemblies, or withheld by authorized officials; 
y<mr places of worship are closed against them; your. Christian churches hold 
no visible, or a very doubtful, communion with Christians among them ; or your 
Christian. intercourse is distinguished by obscure seats and curtains of conceal- 
ment ; so that when these children of Ethiopia would stretch out their hands 
unto God, and submit themselves to Jesus, your assemblies discountenance 
their approaches, and the arms of many are raised to push them away, and 
oompel Uiem to worship without the gate, and become suppliants to the Lord 
6od oS Sabaoth for deliverance &om the oppression of their brethren. — ''For it- 
was not an enemy that reproached me ; then I could have heme it : neither 
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was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me ; then I coill4 
have hid myself from him. But it was thou^ a man^ mine equal/' &c. 

Yet; we have been told, God has not withheld his grace and Spirit from some 
of these poor negroes^ but has brought them into the glorious liberty of the 
g^pel; and adopted them into his family, thereby declaring them his sons and 
daughters. Such of them are, therefore^ no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God. We hear of their 
congregations for his worship, when, as those that fear the Lord, they speak 
often one to another, and think upon his name ; and although discouraged by 
the brethren of a different skin, and excluded as if they were defiled leperSi 
and ceremonially unclean, yet do they seem to obtain nearness of access to a 
heavenly Father, and a Divine Redeemer, and a gracious Comforter. If so, in 
their afflictions he is afflicted ; precious in his sight are theii souls. He sees 
their sorrows, numbers their sighs, and puts their tears into his bottle ; and he 
-will show in his own good time the truth of that work, " He hath sent Me to 
hind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives; and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound." 

We respectfiiUy inquire, " Are these things so ? Is this picture a true repre- 
sentation of the condition of the negro in your country? or in how many 
d]3tricts of your country is it to be witnessed ? Does it prevail where hallowed 
and soul-cheering revivals of religion have been experienced? Are slave- 
dungeons to be found in or near your capital, and within the precincts of youz 
legislative halls ? Since you were a federated union, have you joined with jow^ 
selves ' States' which have been founded on the principle that slavery should be 
maintained in them? Have you, indeed, extended your arms of protection to 
the few white planters and merchants, that in those States they may be able to 
bear down, lead captive, and place ^ heavy burdens' on hundreds of thousands of 
suppliant negroes ? Have you seen the place of negro worship in your largest city 
torn down, the church of one of your most distinguished preachers rifled, his 
house assaulted, and his person endangered, because he had advocated the 
claims of humanity, and pleaded for the negro? Have you witnessed the 
furious denunciations, the threatenings of slaughter, the conspiracies and con'- 
vulsions, which have been used against our countryman and his feUow-labourers 
in your land, because they laboured to convince and enlighten the citizens of 
America, that it was ungenerous, unjust, and disgraceful to hold any man, black 
or white, in bonds and chains, in slavery and oppression, who had committed 
nothing against the people or customs of their fathers ? Are these things known 
to you, and what have you done ?" 

We do not ask, brethren, are you not apprehensive that to uphold such a 
system may be to cherish a viper in your bosom, and nourish with fearful pow^r 
a volcano in the bowels of your country : we need not describe security under 
such circumstances as the confidence of one who hangs over a- precipice, or who 
reposes under an impending avalanche ; but we hesitate not to affirm, that to 
maintain slavery is to violate the first laws of nature, and to trample on the 
dearest rights of man, — those rights which no man could give, but which Gk>d 
has established in the economy of human existence ; and which, being justly 
called NATURAL rights — ^such as are life and liberty — need not the aid of human 
laws to become more efiectually invested in every man than they are ; neither 
do they receive additional strength when declared by the municipal law to be 
inviolable. Yet we venture to remind you, that " the Declaration of American 
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I]id^>ead|BM^ has uttoied, with an emphasu not gttUet than the inpottaaoe 
of the subject demands, as teff^-evideni truth9j that " all mbn are oreated sqvax.; 
that they aie endowed by the Creator with certain inalienaUe rights; that 
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; that, to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powera from 
the consent of the governed : that whenever any form of government beoonses 
destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and 
to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and 
oiganizing its power in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to eSdCt 
their safety and happiness." Were weapons of war honourably employed by 
your fethers, seventy years ago, to establish these principles in theory, and 
would they be unjustly wielded by three millions of negroes, to illustrate their 
universal application ? 

Mr. Poinsett, one of your distinguished citizens, and a servi^t of your govern^ 
ment, has said— and his language expresses the common feeling of your people 
•—that the circumstances to which the United States owe their prosperity ^^|Will 
be found to consist in liberal institutions, wisely and feithfuUy administered; 
a rigid adherence to the Constitution — ^without which, one branch of the 
government usurps the prerogatives of another ; a perfect submismon to the will 
of the people constitutionally expressed; a universal desire to promote the 
common good, and an intimate union for this end ; a strict and impartial admi* 
Bistiation of justice ; <the liberty which every one enjoys of employing his time 
and means in improving his condition, without the interference of the govem- 
ment ; the equality of aU before the law ; direct and purely popular eleotions, 
which elevate the character of the mass of the people ; and, lastly, the means 
of education, abundant and cheap, which make the people capable of governing 
themselves." Is any one of these advantages shared by the negro in your land ? 
But th^ three millions are a greater number than could be found in all the 
States when they declared their independence of Britain in the year 1776. 

Mr. Je£S»r8on, another of your most eminent patriots, and for a season a pre- 
sident over all the States, has exclaimed — and bow truly! May not every 
dispassionat%obBerver repeat the exclamation? — ''What an incomprehensible 
machine is man ! who can endure toil, famine, stripes, imprisonment, and death 
itself, in vindication of his own liberty, and the next moment be deaf to all 
those motives whose power supported him through his trial, and infiict on his 
fellow-men a bondage, one hour of which is fraught with more misery than 
ages of that which he rose in rebellion to oppose. But we must await with 
patience the workings of an overruling Providence, and hope that that is pre- 
paring the deliverance of these our su$bring brethren. When the measure of 
their tears shall be full, — ^when their groans shall have involved heaven itself in 
darkness,— doubtless a God of justice will awaken to their distress, and, by 
difilising light and liberality among their oppressors, or, at length, by his exter- 
minating thunder, manifest his attention to the things of this world, and that 
they are not left to the guidance of a blind fatality." Do you await, brethren, 
for ''the exterminating thunder" till the groans of the negroes "shall have 
involved heaven itself in darkness ? " Are ye reconciled to be foimd at that 
day among the guilty throng who shall be charged with filling up the measure 
of the Africans* tears ? 

0o not the words of inspiration explicitly tell us, that God "hath made of 
one blood all nations of men, for to 4we}l on all the fece of the earth ?" Are 
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tlie negroes men? Does that one blood flow in their veins P Compare the 
gushing streams which ran down their furrowed, because scourged backs^ with 
the smooth unruffled current which circulates in your own vessels, and you will 
perceive it "one blood." Does not the golden rule prescribe, "Whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them." And were the 
condition of the negroes to be reversed, and were you in bonds in slavery such 
as theirs, what would ye that they should do ? Would you desire tf^ese men 
to render unto you even the measiure of your own dealing toward theih for three 
hundred years ? Does not the universal law of our Lord enjoin, " Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself." And who is your neighbour, has been already 
answered by the deeply interesting story of the good Samaritan, after whose 
example we have been commanded to conform ourselves. 

To you, our fellow-Christians, we say, what is the price with which ye were 
redeemed? Was it not by the blood of him who instracted his disciples, 
saying, " This is my commandment, that ye love one another as I have loved 
you." He who ** was ^ch, and for our sakes became poor," has enjoined on us 
that we should exhibit the same mind in us which was also in him. But is 
slavery in your country conformable to this standard— is it according to this 
rale ? And is it true that professing Christians advocate, or even palliate, such 
a system? Are teachers of religion silent on this subject? Do Christians of 
high profession and serious pretensions to godliness sanction this robbery by 
their practice? Do servants of Christ Jesus partake in the evil deeds of an 
oppression so cruel and unnatural ; and minister in holy things, while the *• hire 
of the laboi»er8 who have reaped down their fields, which is of them kept back 
by fieaud, crieth ; and the cries of them who have reaped are entered into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth ?" It is reported commonly among us, brethren, 
that there is such injustice in American churches ! 

We have heard of urgent excuses and pretexts for the past conduct and the 
present condition of the public mind among you, and it is not our province to 
judge or set at nought our brethren ; we cannot weigh every consideration, nor 
estimate every difficulty.—It has been said that each State retains as its prero- 
gative, legislation for its internal economy ; and that the federation of the 
United States cannot interfere by its Congress between the several States and 
their own assemblies : That discussion would occasion intestine o<«nmotion— 
perhaps a disruption of the States ; while there would be danger of exciting the 
negroes.— That there are many serious difficulties we believe ; the way of sin is 
down-hill ; Mid we sympathise with many of you in the impending danger. 
We fear God may himself come forth from his hiding-place, and make inqui- 
sition for blood. We know that the elements of nature, fire and water, toe laa 
niesseogers ; and that he holds the hearts as weU as the hands of men subset- 
vient to his government, and can make all these his .ministering spirits. Much 
of your national prosperity naay be involved in his controlling direction of these. 
We have learned that it is then, when men are most in danger of rejoicing in 
their prosperity and the success of their achievements, that he comes near them 
to take cognizance of their inconsistencies and transgressions. 

You have akeady contended with and overoome greater difficulties, than wiU 
be found in the way of the enfranchisement of the negroes. Your national 
independence was secured amidst many dangers and sacrifices ; but that was 
not to wipe away so foul a stain as slavery is upon your banner. War was 
again brought to your door, but you were enaUed to resist the invader. You 

- ... 6 G 
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liftMe i^wBcd pate in the £oiies(/xQi|fed s^^ w % wilderneat^ and found ports 
in evezy quarter of the world for your produce and your commerce. You have 
ijaen from heing a colony of outcast pilgrim-fiithers to occupy an equality with 
tbe^ gwatest nations, and to he welcomed as a confedezate with the most 
xenowned empires cm the earth. No menace can daunt you, and no foe daxe to 
insult ypu. Your sails are unfurled^ and your standard floats in eyery regiop^ 
on every sea^ and before every wind. You have become gseat. We have 
peruaed with admiration your poous resolutions to supply every fiunily in parii- 
cttlar States with Bibles» and to cirouiate that sacred volume in every hamlet of 
your fii.voured land. We know not if you included the negro race in tke 
Ifonerous resolution — and yet such a boon would ahnost appear like heapisg 
insult upon injury upon those from whom the laws withhoki the pOYil^ge x>f 
learning to read — but if so, then surely we may plead with you fox the blessing 
of natural and civil liberty for those who have never foifeited their rights. We 
have been told of your simultaneous flubsenptiQDs and aealous eflRorts -iot 
missions anumg the Indians, and for the Mississippt Vide. O could yon not put 
forth the same godlike benevolence for the African pe<^e? Ultimately yoa 
will find it both more pleasant^ and more safe and easy, to do justice, to love 
mercy, to imdo the heavy burdenSj and let the oppressed go firee, than it Is to 
do evil with both your hands. With what renovated eoeigy, with what Bumil 
power, with what hallowed consistency and honouraUe ooitrage, will jKm then 
be able to go i^ to the work of the Lord, and seek his &vaiir. Then will that 
righteousness .which exalteth a naticm be wrought by you m peaee; and:tlie 
career of your glory will be like the path of the just, which shineth brighter 
and brighter until the perfect day. As you have become ^ea^, so wHl you thai 
appear pood y and your name among the natmns will be «s* ointment -paoatd 
forth. Yoa will have wiped out, from your baajier ^ libeity, tHattdaxk stain 
wtaeh is pointed at with derkion by the scorning fxf every de^iot, and ff^»$ty 
enemy of the rights of man. You will no longer be an abettor of the least 
enlightened, the lowest, the most bigotted and barbarian of the nations of the 
eaithj in their oppression of their fellow*-men j and it wHl not be true that-yon 
give countenanee to the most savage imffie, the most appalling oradtiei^'tlm 
most iniquitous desolations and bereavements, the most guilty, depraved, and 
ruinous violation of the social and domestic rights, sympathies, and inteiooune 
of man, which have been so long practised, and are still, alas S extensively 
inflicted, by men boasting of their civilization, upon the inhabitants of Afinca, 
by the ravages pf the ^ve-trade, and the horrors of the middle passage; when 
these victims of lust and rapine are carried to a western market. Rise, ye 
ehil4n»n of our, for^Uiers— quit you like men— be strong, be just, and fear ^not. 
X^ your righteousness shine, forth as the light; and your judgment aa the boob- 
'di^yv . •• 



JAMAICA.— RIOTOUS INTERRUPTION OS' A BIBLE SOClE[TY 

MEETING. 

We understand that a meeting was held in the Court-House^ at St. Ann's 

Bay, 06 Friday evening, the 26th tilt., at which the Rev- Mr. Thompsoii, agent 

f6r the Bi^tish and Foreign Bfble Society, and several of the missionaries in that 

p'sirish, were present. The meeting was numerously attended by the apprentices 
TA the town and neighbourhood, and but for a few mischievous individuals, no 

d<»ul)t milch good would have resulted. It is reported that the principal disturber 
of the harmony of the meeting, was the head constable for the parish, the noto- 
rious S. Drake. Thig man is said to have gone about amongst those negroM who 
-were not sufficiently near the prlatfbrm to hear what was said b^he different 
speakers, and told thenr that tfhe object of the meeting was to bind the appren- 
tiees to serve seven years longer. The infamous febricalion obtained among 
those poor ignorant creatures who knew not how to appreciate the character of 
die Rev. Gentlemen present, and' the misled portion' of the assembly rushed for- 
ward with clubs, and knocked down the hands of those wha supported* the 
passing of the resolutions proposed io/t adoptSoo in the customary way, and, but 
for the prudence of the conductors of the meetiDg, who, perceiving the confusion 
cfeated> dispensed with ibis fbimal passing of the resolutions, Mr. Head- 
Constable might have learnt that he had kindled a fire beyond t^ powe^of 
Imnself and biff assistaBts to exdagttish. To show how tenacious the apprenticed 
ATCF in regard to the poxnti adi^rted to, we need only to add that the statement 
mkde, that there was a design, in existence to protract the term of apprentiee- 
^ip, haS'Spcead throughout the parish, and produced the- most intense interest-; 
and though we- are credibly iiofonned that die different missionaries have given 
full and cKpUoit explanations to their several congregationsi as' to the nature and 
design of the meeting at the c6uii*house,with the intention to disabuse the minds 
of the negroes^ yet a great deal of manifest suspicion exists among them. We 
slioald like to know vr^t- punishment^ought to be considered sufficient fbr such 
miscreants' as those capable of conduct- such as we have described. Our readers 
would say, transportation from the island would be too good for them. 

Jamaiica fFdUhman, 



SLAVERY UNDER THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

Thers are no papers on Slavery under the head of Bombay in the collection, 
although it is evident that there have been conmiunications from that presidency 
to the Court of Directors, on the subject, and a minute on slavery by Mr. 
Duncan, the Governor of Bombay, is referred to. A few incidental notices on 
slavery in Bombay are, however, intermingled with the Bengal and Madras 
papers, from which we extract the following. 

In 1793 two natives of Tellicherty convicted of decoying children, and selling 
them as slaves, w^re sentenced to be flogged through Tellicherry, and then sent 
to Bombay for the purpose of being transported to the Atidamans ; and the 
Commissioners for li^dabar' wrote soon after to the chief at Tellicherry : — 

''Pinding it asserted by Shamanath that the practice of shipping kidnapped, 
4nd other natives' as slaves, fh>m the several ports on this coast, is stiQ more or 
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less continued^ notwithstanding the Taiious prohibitions which have been ii 
against a practice so nefarious, so destructiye, and so inhuman, in whatever 
Kght considered, we do think it our duty to require your most uniemitted atten- 
tion to prevent any 9uch transaction in time to come." 

It had been the custom at Tellicherry, that on the sale of a slave both partieis 
should appear before the chief of the &ctory, and proof was required that the 
slave had been legally acquired by the seller, in default of which the slave was 
liberated; but after the English acquired possession of the whole of Malabar* 
this wholesome custom fell into disuse, and the practice of kidnapping re- 
commenced. 

In 1796, the Bombay government was applied to by the king of Johanna, for 
protection against the people of the north of Madagascar, who, assisted by the 
French, had attacked his dominions, and carried off many of his people into 
slavery ; the king offered to surrender his dominions to the English, but this 
was declined by the Bengal government, who desired that a supply of muskets 
and ammunition should be sent to him, and that his envoys at Bombay might en- 
list any seapoys who were willing to ^ with them. 

The Bombay government having established a plantation for cassia, &c., at 
Rhandatana, in Malabar, Mr. Brown, the Superintendent, inf<»med the Factory 
at Calicut, in 1798, that in consequence of the difficulty he found in procuring a 
sufficient number of labourers, he had purchased according to the custom of tfa^ 
country, about forty-five PoolUaiB, men, women, and children, whom he found 
very useful The factory replied that they could not sanction this piooeediag^ 
till they had the Government's order on the subject, but the latter approvin^^ 
Mr. Brown was authorized to purchase as many Poolliars as he required. Thia 
kd to the encouragement of kidnapping in a large scale, which was afterwards 
brought to light, and has already been described in the Madras papers. 

In 1799, a boy who had been stolen, and kept in slavery for ten years, was li^ 
berated on the ground that he had not originally been brought before the ohisf 
at Tellicherry for registration ; the chief and factory declared at the same timfe^ 
** that the utmost vigilance and pains have been constantly exerted by them to 
put a stop to so nefarious a practice, and that they had in numerous instances 
been successful in discovering persons in a state of slavery, who had been kid^ 
napped and sold even as far as Bombay, and had the satis&ction of returning' 
them to their families.'' 

In 1808, a man was convicted of stealing a child at Tellicherry, and he was 
sentenced to imprisonment and ^hard [labour for three years, and to receive 
twenty-four stripes with a rattan. 

In 1812, the Bengal Government with reference to the regulations of 1811, 
prohibiting the importation of slaves into Bengal, and also to the Act of Pailia^ 
ment of 1811, directed the Bombay Government to pass a similar regulation, 
which was accordingly done, the importation of slaves being prohibited by lan4 
and sea, by Regulation 1, of 1813. 

In 1816, the Advocate General at Bombay, gave his opinion that the objeet of 
the legislature in the Act of 1811, was indisputably to put an end to slavery, in 
any shape, within the sphere of British jurisdiction ; this being referred to Ben^ 
gal, the Advocate General there gave his opinion that the legislature did not inr 
tend to emancipate those who were at the time slaves, but that the Act of .1811^ 
was intended to prevent the trade and traffic in future. The Advocater Gene^ 
at Bombay also gave [his opinion, that no person whatever,, xesiding in. ftht 
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British territory, can either directly or indirectly assist in restoring any slave who 
may have escaped into the British territories, without incurring the penalty of 
transportation. On these points the Bengal government decided that the Act of 
Parliament did not interfere with the relations already legally existing between 
masters and slaves, and that a slave, by entering the Company's territory^Moes 
not become free, and further, that the removal or importation of slaves by land 
18 not prohibited. 

Connected with these proceedings Mr. Elphinstone, the Resident at Poonah, ' 
stated that he had received an application from the widow of Nanah Furnavese, 
the late prime minister of the Mahratta State, for the restoration of eight slaves 
of hers, who had fled to Tannah, and that there were similar complaints from 
our own seapoys and followers. Mr. Camac, the resident at Baroda, also re- 
presented that many slaves had run away from the Guicowars territories, in con- 
sequence of the protection they received in the British dominions, since he had 
entertained doubts of the propriety of interfering in their apprehension. The 
doubts entertained by these gentlemen, and by the Bombay government,' as to 
the propriety of interfering in restoring runaway slaves were, however, set at 
rest by the decision of the Bengal government, as abovementioned, and the 
Governor General observed *f that with reference to the extent to which domestic 
slavery exists in India, under the established laws and usages of the Hindoos 
cind Mahommedans, and to the known habits and feelings of the people relative 
to that point, it is desirable that the greatest care should be observed, to guard 
against the prevalence of an impression among the natives that, any general or 
■direct interference in the existing relation of master and slaves is contemplated 
by Government" 

In 1819, Capt. Briggs, the political agent in Candeish, informed Mr. Elphin- 
stone that an application having been made to him for permission to purchase 
some slaves, he found the slaves in question were some young women and girls, 
who had been purchased in Berar from persons who said they had got them 
during a late scarcity there. Captain Briggs stated that the practice of carrying 
of children from one part of the country to sell in another part, was not unusual 
amongst the Mahratta Wemjarries, who had brought these slaves to Candeish ; 
and he requested to be informed if the practice of carrying about slaves for 
sale, of which many instances had lately been brought to his notice, was still to 
be permitted. To this Mr. Elphinstone replied that, " the sale of slaves as de- 
scribed in the above-mentioned letter is to be permitted, but all attempts to 
carry off young people by force, will be punished in the severest manner." This 
reply being brought to the notice of the Bengal government, Mr. Elphinstone 
was required to state the grounds of his opinion regarding the expediency of 
permitting the sale of slaves ; as '' independently of the general question as to to- 
lerating the ccmtinuance of slavery, it is supposed to be very difficult to prevent 
the canying off of young people by force or stealth, and other practices, if the 
sale be permitted." 

Mr. Elphinstone replied, that his *^ reason for permitting the sale of slaves 
was the general principle of not interfering with the laws of the country^ 
strengthened in this instance by an indistinct recollection of having receiyecl 
instructions founded on that principle three or four years ago," when in doubf 
whether he ought to restore slaves who might take refuge in the cantonments of 
tife Poonah subsidiary force. The Bengal government, however, decided,, tbat 
as ^e impcKrtation of slaves by land and sea, and the sale of such slaves, were 
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sUie^y pnbibitMl «Mltr the prarideney of Fovt Wil^Mii, ^Ms lordi^ilfp- is- n^t 
awMtt of any so fl fek at objeetwn to die extension of a rimilar peoliibitibn to iihe 
tenUoiies eoofueied from the bte PeLAwa;" and ki8traction» to that etket 
were accordioglj issued bj the Bombay government. 

Ai^othei ease of a similai natiue occmred about the- same time in- Ahmed- 
QUggOTi on which Mil ChapUa^ the Commissioner in the Deecan (who had fitBt 
succeeded Mr. £lphinstone), observed^ " I conceive that any restnetiTe measure 
duut should at once put a stop to the sale of shives^ would be an innovation 
which would trench materially^ sot only on long^-established custoom, hut cm 
the sights of private property. Whether this species of servitode, or^ raither, <$f 
mHd bond^gci^ is eventually to be continued, under certain modifications^ or to 
be abolished entirely, is a question which is probably now under consideration ; 
but as the importation of slaves foom the>Ni2ams frontiep, in consequence of the 
security which prevails theBe> has of lac& greatly inciKsased, tik& subject' of your 
letter will be referred to the Hon. thei€fovemor in Council; Whatever eventual 
evil may result from the continuance of 4ihe ttaJSks, k is certainly, I think, the 
means, at the present moment, of much actual good, inasmuch as it has t&e 
-effect of preserving the lives of numbere^ of parents and children vv4io would 
otherwise perish from fiunihe/' 

Thus the opinions of both Commissionei9 in the Deecan wefe' against-abcK 
lishing the importation and sale o£ sla'ves in the newly^icquired districts ; yet 
^ud measure was enforced by the Bengal govemaient, and: there is no hxtimatiDn 
of its having* been attended with any ffl efPects. 

There is no direct refbrence to agrievlAoial slavery in the Bomhay pvovinceii 
(from which Tellicheny has been separated, and placed under Madras), from 
which itmay be inferred that either it doesnoti eidsty oris very rarely to be met 
with ; but from the above notices, scanty as they are, it may be concluded' that 
^mestic slavery is by no means uncommon. Subjoined are some notices of 
slavery in Malwa, a part of which belongs to the British, though it is chiefly 
occupied by native princes. 

Extract from Sir John Maholm's^IleifOfft firkMaksa^ dated Feb. 11, 1821. 
Sls^ery in Malwa is oldefly limited to females ; but there is> peihaps, no pro*- 
vinoe* in India where these are so many slaves of this sex. The dancing^girls 
aiEe all puachased when young by the nahiBs>or heads of the <Hfferent sects, 
who. often lay. out l&rge sums in these purchases*; lemale children and groifm-^up 
young wommL are: bought by all ranks. Amongthe Rajport chiefs^ these^^sUves 
l«e very mimerou^. as also/in the. homeS'oft the principal^ Biahttrins ; the usage, 
howeyer, descends to the lowest ranks, and few mevehantsor^oultivatoirs vrith 
any property are without mistressee or servants of this description. Mhle s1^ve6 
are rare, and never seen but veith some men of rank and property, with whom 
they are usually the confidential servants. There are a variety of ways in which 
slaves are procured in Malwa; numbers date their condition from a famine or 
aearcit3tj when .men sold their children to those w4k> were^able to support them, 
withithe nattual view of preserving the lives of' their ofispring, at the same time 
diat they obtained means of protracting their own. A great nutnberof tfie 
slaves of Malwa (come) from Rajpootana> where the excesses of the Mahrattas 
drove the inhabitants to exile, and to suclr distress as* to lae compelled to paH; 
witlr. thdr children. But besides these sources of slavery, there are others of a 
jaoK orimioal nature* There ate many instances o^ Rajpoots and men- of othef 
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tiil)^ particularly Soaadees, selling the chUdrea whom they haVe by th<lir 
slaves^ and who axe deemed to be born in a state of bondage. Hiis only takes 
plaee when the . jeubber is in distress^ or when he is tempted by a laige priee» 
The sale, how^ver^ of the offspring of these women by other Others than their 
masters is more common* The slaves bred (to nse a term suited to tlmf own 
condition) in this manner are not numerous ; but the further demand is 8iip]^€!d 
by the BinjaiTiesy who import females into and from Gnzerat and other coon* 
tries, which they usually pretend to have bought ; and by the tribe of Gwarriah^ 
who have been noticed as open and professed stealers of female children. When 
these slaves are bought, an inquiry is made as to their tribe^ and the geneial 
answer (particularly from the Gwarriabs) is, that they are Rajpoots. The ohH* 
dren are taught to make pretensions to high birth, and daily inetanocis occur of 
whole £unilies losing caste in consequence of their being too hastily credited. 
When persons of inferior tribes discover their daughters, or husbands their 
betrothed wives, in the house of Brahmins, which often happens, the latter are 
compelled to undergo long and expensive penances, to recover the purity from 
vvhich they and their family have fallen, in consequence of being defiled by 
intercourse with females so far below them. It is a remackable fiict, and one of 
the few creditable to the late commimity of the Pindarries, that among the 
numerous prisoners of all ages and sexes whom they took, though they employed 
them as servants, gave them to their chiefs, and accepted ransoms for them from 
their relations, they never sold them into bondage, nor carried on, like the 
Binjarries, a traffic in slaves. Females in Malwa« except in times of scarcity, 
or general distress from any cause (when they are very cheap), are sold from 
40 to 60, to 100 and 150 rupees ; the price is accordant with their appearance. 
They have been at times an article of considerable commerce, many being 
annually sent, to the southward, particularly to the Poonah territories, where 
they sold high. This trade, which has of late years decreased, was principally 
carried on by the Mahratta Brahmins, some of whom amassed great sums by 
this shameless traffic. Male slaves, it has been stated, are few in Malwa, and 
are generally treated more like adopted children than menials. The case is 
very, different with females, who, almost in eveiy instance, are sold to prosti- 
tution;, some, it is true, rise to be favorite mistresses of their master, and 
enjoy both power and luxury, while others are raised by the success in life of 
their sons : but these are exceptions. The dancing-women, who are all slaves, 
are condemned to a life of toil and vice for the profit of others, and some of the 
first R^poot chiefs and zemindars in Malwa, who have from 50 to 200 femcde 
slaves in their family, after employing them in all the menial labours of • their 
house during the day, send them at night to their own dweUiogs, where they 
are at liberty to form such connexions as they please : but a large share of the 
profits of that promiscuous intercourse into which they fall is annually exacted 
by their masters, who adds%any children they lumpen to produce to his list of 
slaves. The female slaves in this condition,, as well as those of the dancing- 
sets, are not permitted to ma^y, and often very harshly treated; so that the 
latter, from this cause, and the connexions they fcnrm, are constantly in the 
habit of runmng away. If discovered, they are always given up, provided the 
deed of purchase can be produced, which with them, above all others, must be 
registered at the cutwall's chabootre, at the period the slave is bought. It is 
not the habit of the native governments of Malwa to take any cognizance of 
the punishment which masteis inflict upon slaves, except such extend to their 
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life^ when they are responsible ; they are in some cases cruelly treated^ but thiff 
is not general ; it is» indeed^ against the interest of the roaster to do so^ when 
there are so many ways of escaping from his authority. The state of Malwa 
for the last thirty years has been favourable to the species of slavery described^ 
and that province is filled with the mixed progeny of these unfortunate women. 
This traffic must> however, now decrease, as the Gwarriabs and others who 
carried it on can no longer steal or conceal children with that confidence of 
impunity which they had long done. A few years ago, no man dared leave his 
own district to inquire after his wife and daughters ; the whole country can be 
now traversed in safety. From this cause, and the discoveries of guilt that 
have recently been made, these stealers of women and children have taken 
alarm, while the restitution to their relatives of slaves, bought at high prices, 
must deter future purchasers. 



BARBADOBS.— WORKING OF THE ABOLITION LAW. 

* 

It would seem as if the abolition law is working in any other way than that 
which is favourable to the apprentices, if we are to judge from a statement which 
appeared in the New Times newspaper, published in that island. It appears 
that a female prtedial, named Nancy Hannal, attached to the Osborne's planta- 
tion, is the wife of Thomas Collins, another prsedial, attached to a neighbouring 
plantation called Kendal ; that Nancy has always been in the habit of spending 
the time allowed her by law with her husband; that being &r advanced in 
pregnancy, during one of these visits, on Sunday night, she was seized with the 
pangs of labour, which continued to the Friday following, when she was deli- 
vered of her first-bom ; that from weakness she was confined to her husband's 
house for four weeks, which, together with the one she was in travail, made five 
weeks she was away from the property to which she belongs. During this time 
the husband made repeated applications to her overseer for surgical aid, nourish- 
ment, food, &c., for Nancy, but was imiformly refused, on the ground that Nancy 
was not on the plantation, and therefore had not entitled herself to any assist- 
ance whatever. The poor fellow Collins was thus compelled to make what 
shifts he could for her recovery, though ''when able to work another was to 
enjoy the fruits of her labour." But this was not all ; — after Nancy had come 
out of confinement, and returned to her work at Osborne's, the overseer cited 
her husband, Thomas Collins, before Captain Hutchinson, stipendiary special 
justice of the district, for having harboured his wife Nancy for five weeks. Poor 
Collins was convicted of the harbouring, and sentenced to pay 5s. per day for 
the 25 working days his wife was absent, which, if he fails to pay within a 
given time, he is to be flogged ! The reader will be able to judge in what con- 
sists the difierence between the slavery and the apprenticeship of this unfortu- 
nate man. 
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7^ Fwsign Slav€ Trade ; A Brief Account 
^iUState, efthc Treatiet whieh hav been 
entered into, and of the Law enacted for 
its Suppremon, from, the date of the Ejigiihs 
Abolition Act to the Present Time. Lon- 
don : John Hatchard and Son, 187. Pie- 
oadilly. 1837. 

Thb work now before us has just 
been published by some friend of the 
slave, who appears thoroughly informed 
on the facts of the whole case, and by 
'which the assertion so often made by 
speakers at Anti-slavery Meetings is 
fully substantiated, that, notwithstand- 
ing all the toil and treasure expended 
by Great Britain towards the extirpa- 
tiQn of the Slave Trade, there is at the 
present moment actually more of |this 
infernal traffic carried on than at any 
former period. The first part of the 
pamphlet is occupied with sutpmary 
details of the negociations carried on 
between Great Britain and the several 
European governments; but this part 
of the work has been already, or will 
be in future numbers, referred to in the 
articles in our pages under the title of 
"Foreiffn Slave Trade." The latter 
part is devoted to the present condition 
of the traffic in the human species ; the 
several governments by which it is fos- 
tered; and the markets where, with 
unblushing effrontery, and in spite of 
stipulations, and treaties, and contracts, 
it 18 yet carried on to a frightful extent. 
It really calls more upon our philoso* 
phy, or forbearance, or Christian prin- 
ciple, than we well know how to meet, 
to be assured, notwithstanding all 
the efforts of British philanthropists, 
and all the negociations of British states- 
men, and all the treasure of the British 
public, that, so far from the traffic being 
extinguished, it is actually carried on 
to a more fearful extent than ever; and 
that the very endeavours of our cruisers 
to prevent the evil only aggravate the 
suffering of the hapless beings who are 
caught in the fangs of these man-mon- 
sters. One almost sickens to belong to 
the same human nature with the beings 
who could perpetrate the barbarities 
we shali in subsequent pages detail; 



but if we sicken at the detail, what 
must it be to endure ? Let us beseech 
our readers, instead of closing the book 
in disgust, to cast about in their minds^ 
and ask. Is there no possible way in 
which I can do something towards the 
removal of this infernal traffic from the 
world in which I live ? Let him talk 
about it in every company he enters ; 
let him implore the God of justice to 
avenge the cry of the oppressed and 
down-trodden African; and let him 
encourage, by his countenance and 
contributions, those devoted philanthro- 
pists in this country who are banded 
together to extirpate this hydra evU 
from the human family. 

The appalling fects connected with 
the carrying on this inhuman traffic 
were freely circulated in this country 
during the period that we were parties 
to the guilt ; but many years have since 
transpired, and most of the reading 
public of this day, \ especially the 
younger portion of them, are little 
aware of the atrocities perpetrated, 
from the moment the innocent victims 
are captured and led away from their 
homes, to the close of their miserable 
lives: the following extracts are given 
from travellers of a later date than those 
of Mungo Park; and are intended to 
show that the same features of infamy 
and cruelty characterize the trade now^ 
as it did in former years. 

Extracts from Major Gray's Travels 
in Africa: 1818 to 1821 :— 

"I had an opportunity of witnessing, 
during this short march, the new-maae 
slaves, and the sufferings to which they are 
subjected on their first state of bondage. 
They were hurried along (tied, as X before 
stated) at a pace little short of running, to 
enable them to Iceep up with the horsemen, 
who drove them on as Smitbfield drovers 
do fatigued buUocks ; many of the women 
were old, and by no means able to endure 
such treatment. One in particular was at 
least sixty years old, in the most miserable 
state of emaciation and debility, nearly 
doubled together, and with difficulty drag- 
ging her tottering limbs along. She was 
naked, save from her waist to aboot half- 
way to her knees ; bH this did not prevent 

H H 
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ber inhumaii ctptor from making ber carry 
% heavy load of water, while with a rope 
about her neck be drove her before his 
horse ; and whenever she showed the least 
inclination to stop, he beat her in the most 
jmmercifnl manner wiih a stick. 

** The sufferings of the poor slaves during 
a m'arch of nearly eiglit hours, ^mrtly under 
an excessively not sun, and east wind, 
heavily laden with water, of which they 
were allowed to drink very sparingly,. and 
travelling barefoot on a hard and broken 
soil, covered with thorny underwood, may 
be more easily conceived than described. 
One young woman, who had for the first 
time become a mother two days only before 
she was taken, and whose child, being 
thought by her captor too young to be wotta 
savins;, was thrown by the monster into its 
burning hut, from which the ilnmes had 
just obliged the mother to retreat, suffered 
so much from the swollen state of her bo- 
som, that her moans might frequently be 
heard at the distance of some hundred 
jrards ; when refusing to go on, she im- 
plored her fiend-like captor to put an end 
to her existence. 

'*A man also lay down, and neither 
blows, entreaties, nor threats of death, 
could induce him to move. Never did I 
witness (nor indeed did I think it possible 
that a human being could endure) such 
tortures as were inflicted on this man." 

From Major Denbam's narrative : — 

" The ground around the well (at Mesh- 
roo in Fezzan) is strewed with human ske- 
letons of the slaves who have arrived ex- 
hausted with thirst and fatigue. Every 
few miles a skeleton was seen throu^^h the 
whole day. About sun'^et we halted near 
a well, within half a mile of Meshroo. 



would but too clearly prove the acntenesa 
of the sufferings whicn commence on their 
leaving the negro country.*' 

Extracts from narratives by Minor 
Denbam, Capt. Clapperton^ and Dr. 
Oudney : — 

" Near fhe wells of Omali, numbers of 
boniasi skeletons, or parts of skeletons, lajr 
scattered on the sands, dot even a Httle 
sand thrown over them. 

*' While I was dozing oti my horse aboat 
noon, overcome by the heat of the atin, 
which at that time of the day always shone 
with great power, 1 was suddenly awoke by 
a ctQi^ing under his feet, which startlea 
me excesaiv^y. I found that my steed 
had, without any sensation of fear or alarm, 
stejiped upon the perfect skeletons of two 
human beings, cracking their brittle bones 
under his teet, and, by one trip of bis foot, 
separating a skull from the trunk, which 
rolled on like a ball before him. 



"This treaty of aUiance^was caafimed 
by the Sheikh s receiving in marriage the 
daughter of the Sultan of Mandara, and tbe 
marriai;e- portion was to be the produce of 
an immediate expedition into the Kerdy 
country, called Musgow, to the south-east 
of Mandara, by the united force of the 
Sheikh and the Sultan. The results were 
as favourable as the most savage confede- 
racy could have anticipated : three thou- 
sand unfortunate wretches were dragged 
from their native wilds and sold to perpe- 
tual slavery ) while probably, double that 
number were sacrificed to obtain them. 

*' DirkuUa was quickly burnt, and another 
smaller town near it ; and the few inhabi- 
tants that were found in them, who were 
chiefly infants and aged persons, unable to 



thrown into the flames. At least twenty 
thousand poor creatures were slaughtered, 
and three-fourths of that number, at least, 
driven into slavery." 

Exttftct from the narrative of a resi- 
at Sierra Leone, by Mr. Ran- 



Round this spot were lyin? more than one «?«*P®» ^«^® P^* ^ ^*^^ ^^?*J"^?!![!?1^ 
hundred skeletons, some of them with the 
skin still remaining attached to the bon^s. 

" We bivouacked in the midst of these 
unearthed remains of the victims of perse- 
cution and avarice, after a long day's jour- 
ney of twenty-six miles, in the course of j -.„ 
which, one of our party counted one bun- , f ^® 
drdd and seven o{ the skeletons. * 

" Daring tlie last two days we had passed *' The Gulf of Guinea is studded witik 

on an average from sixty to eighty or ninety fleets of prison-ships that steal into every 

skeletons each day y but the numbers that river, and forcibly convey to the New 

lay about the we&s at £1 Hammer, were World from the Old the population of king- 

countleBS, doms. The old and new Calabar, the 

" If the hundreds, nay, thetbousandsr of Bonny, Whidah, and the Gallinaa, contri- 

skeletons, that whiten in the blast between bute an inexhaustible supply for the Trench 

this]^ace and Motursuh, did not, of them- islands of the West Indies, Rio Janeiro, 

Sflves, tell a tale replete with woe, the dif- Havannah, and the Brazils ; where, no^ 

ferenee of appearance in all slaves here withstanding every opposition and hinder- 

(wbsre they are fed tolerably) and the state ance from the British cruizers, one hundred 

in wliioh they usually arnve in Fezzan, thousand are supposed to arrive in safety 
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annually, five timea that number haviflgp the number of Spanish vessels which ha ve 
been lost by capture or deatli. ijeen condemned for slaving in the past 
"To supply an annual demand of half a year, and which, bemg the average number 
XDilUon, the captives in casual warfare, the that have been condemned here in former 
criminaU justly condemned, and oven the yeais, wc^uld show that there has been, un- 
offending members of the Purrah and the der the flag of Spain, no diminution in that 
Renudas, are insufficient; and the first traffic. Seven vessels under the Spanish 
eWl brough^ intp existence by the export flag, were three months ago, trading for 
trade, consists in. the revolting methods slaves in one river alone, — that of Calabar ; 
'which it introduces of increasing the num< tj^nd twe^iy-two ships, abnost bU of the 
ber of slaves. Wars are promoted, strife same nation, were boarded about the same 
between tiibes. as well as between indivi- period, by Lieutenant Josiah Thompson 



ff^M. 1 Y* voM. y uxv juu{^a la uriueu io,aacrioce «uu i,a»r luei w, ana me] 

the innocent, by the price given for the for the reception of slaves, 
condemned ; false accusations are rewarded ''The Portuguese slave yessels, the 

by unjust sentences. Witchcraft, a crime * Rosa/ * Hebe,^ and ' Virtude,' that have, 

more easily asserted than disproved, ia within the last three years, been condemned 

found particularly to increase, and the in- here for slaving, were all bound for Cuba, 

quisitors discover, in their favorite ordeal into which island, during late years, we 

of boiling oil, or the poisonous red water, a believe, French vessels imported great 

convenient assistant to wealth. numbers of slaves from Africa.- We have, 

*' Nor is this all : kidnapping, the most however, pleasure in acquainting your 

artificial of crimes, becomes a mode of sub- Lordship, that we have been informed, that 

sistence ; social feeling melts before dis- the flag of France has not been met with 

trust; and a tribe where this practice is lately on this coast in connexion with 

universal, as the Ibbos, may be regarded slaving, the treaty between France and 

an aggregation of antagonisms." Great Britain having apparently put an 

rpu ^ i? xi- T> .X. 1. /M . end thereto.' It has, however, always been 

Ihe reports of the British Commis- found, that when by effectual remedies ap- 

fiioners at Sierra Leone, at the Havan- plied, the slave-trade has been suppressed 

na, at Rio de Janeiro, and at Surinam, under one flag, it rears its head under 

— and of the British Consuls in the another. A signal proof of the truth of this 

Brazils, at Bahia, at Maranham, at Per- remark is now afforded by Portugal, the 

nambuco and at Para, have been filled ^™' nation that entered into a treaty with 

from year to year, with representations ^''eat Britain for the repression of that 

and complaints of the enormous slave- *''*®^. 

trade carried on (with the exception of " ^^^ *^®. f !^*^®^ ^^^^^ *^'« P^^u- 

Sierra Leone) at aU those places: and 8J»ese flag which for years past, has been 

with complaints, not only in most cases ^Z ♦ f' appears how to be car- 

^f ♦!,« ♦i* 1 'A- IP ^"v •" •"Y^" «-<»^o ned on to as great an extent as it was be- 

of the toUil ipdiflTerence of the local fore BrazU ce^d to belong to Portrg^l. 
foreign authorities to the representor M|Ve have beenl informed, that thirty 

tiong made to them, but of the counte- Portuguese vessels were, a short time past 

nance aetuaiiy afforded to those engaged engaged in slaving in the Bights of Benin 

i» the tradsy in direct defiance of treaties and Biafra, and the rivers emptying them- 

and of laws. It would now be iLseless selves therein ; and we are of opinion, that 

to give extracts in support of this asser^ '^e destination of those vesseU would be 

tion at any length ; a reference to the ^ ^^^e Island of Cuba. To the flag of Por- 

slave-trade papers annually laid before *"&^^ ^^ *^^* J^*^" transferred the carrying 

Pariiament for nearly twenty years **^ slaves, which had been so successful 

pafit> will be abundantly sufficient, und^r that of France." 
Two or three extracts, however, are 2ud January, 1836. 

given as specimens of the reports al^ " There is nothing in the experience of 

luded to^ and first from those at Sierb^ the past year, to show, that the slave^rade 

Leone. of Portugal or of Spain has in any degree 

The British Commissioners report, ^^^^f «1^^- With re^d to the fonner^ 

M«^^. *i.« ^r*^ Zit \y a^otiA ^e have elsewhere called the attention of 

under the date of January 6, 1834 :- y^ur Lordship to the fact, that all the Por^ 

** With reference to the enclosed return, tuguese vessels which have been captai«<l 

we have to draw your Lordship's notice, to during the year 1835, fully laden with 
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alavei, were fitted oat at Piince's Island, 
and received their papers and clearances 
fh>m the pzoyisional government of that 
settlement But mal-practices of this na^ 
tare, on the part of her colonial govern- 
ments, have so Ion? been tacitly permitted, 
or wholly disregarded by Portagal, that we 
entertain little hope of az|y farther repre- 
sentations on the sabject being effectaal." 

Extract fiom an American paper^ let 
Nov. 1836 :— 

A recent traveller asserts that " the slave- 
trade is in fall operation on the coast of 
Africa, fiat a few weeks ago, forty-five 
Spanish vessels to the southward, and 
twenty- five to the north w&rd of the Une, 
were engaged ii^ this infernal traffic. We 
regret to learn, ^at these are chiefly Ame- 
rican built, and such swift sailors as almost 
to defy capture. It seems also, that the 
Portuguese to the southward of the line 
are also extensively engaged in the busi- 
ness, and by the effect of a late treaty with 



England, pursue the business with impu- 
nity." 

Abstract of Return of Slave Ships 
condemned in the Mixed Commission 
Court at Sierra Leone, from Ist Janu- 
aiy^ 18279 to 1st January^ 1835 : — 



Vessels. 

Spanish 60 
Portuguese 38 
Netherlands 8 
Brazilian S6 



Slaves. Emancipated. 

16,964 14,778 

5,896 5,384 

1,573 1,381 

7,596 6,143 



142 32,029 



27,686 
3,707 



Died before emancipation 
Landed at other places than Sierra 
Leone, in consequence of their 
bad state, most of whom pro- 
bablydied .... 636 

32,029 



A TOUCHING INCIDENT. 
f Extracted /ram the Meadville St<iteiman,J 

Mr. Editor: — 

The following extract from a letter written by a young man of 
this Tillage to bis friend, is a graphic description of a slave scene very common 
in the South. 

"A few miles below Wheeling, on the side of the Ohio river, a signal was 
made to stop for passengers. We did so ; and it proved to be a negro driver, 
with ten or n dozen slaves, each one with his hand chained to that of his fellow. 
The driver informed the captain, that a few miles below he had forty or fifty 
more men, women^ and children, that he wished to take on board. We arrived 
at the place about eleven o'clock, p. m. The driver, captain, and two or three 
others, left the boat, and in an houir returned with the negroes ; and the scene 
that foQowed, I am uttterly unable to describe. 

" Here in this small group, the dearest ties of earth, those ties which make this 
wretched life even tolerable, were severed for ever, Mothers and sisters, patents 
and doildren, wives and husbands, were here to part, to meet no more on earth. 
And, to add to the glo<Hn of this parting scene, it was night, no house near, 
large weeping willows overhung the bank, underneath which the group were 
gathered, and seemed, in silence to weep over the miseries of man, Nothing 
could be heard save the howling of tlie wind, the splash of the waves as they 
broke upon the shore, mingled with the lamentation of despair ! The moon, 
libat an hour before had shone forth with all her wonted loveliness, now veiled 
her.iace behind a lowering cloudy and all nature seemed to sympathize with the 
Bcener 
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" Among the number that composed the group, I discovered two, whose grief 
appeared inconsolable: their tear-drops were indeed big with sorrow. The 
woman I should judge to be about twenty, the man (her husband) about twenty- 
five years of age : both were nearly white, could read well, looked intelligent, 
and I learned were professors of religion. She had an infant at her breast. He 
was to go; she to remain. I was so near them, that I could hear their parting 
"words. 

" ' Oh,' said she, ' Tom, we cannot part ! You must not leave me.' 
'My girl,' replied he, ' we must part; there is no hope for us.' 
* Well, if we must, we must,' said she. ' But here, Tom,'--taking a small 
Bible from her bosom, — 'here is my Bible; take it, and give me yours; and 
w^e will keep them as remembrances : they will ever remind us of each other, 
and of that heavbn where we shall again be united.' 

" All were now on board, except this man ; he stood with one foot on the 
plank, the other upon the shore, and she hung around his neck. His master 
ran out of the vessel in a rage, seized him by the throat, tore them asunder, and 
pushed him into the boat. She shrieked, fainted, and fell upon the beach : he 
tore his hair, and beat his breast, in the wildest paroxysm of despair. The boat 
Tvas moved ; and, amidst the howling of wind, the splash of the wheels, and 
torrents of rain, were heard the groans and lamentations of the party on board 
answered by those on shore. The scene closed; but never by me to be for- 
gotten. Had I possessed, at that moment, the whole earth, I would have freely 
given all to have restored those unhappy slaves to each other's arms." 
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UNITED STATES CONGRESS, 

Scene in the House of Representatives , on the Presentation of a Ladies' Peti- 
tion for the abolition qf Slavery and the Slave-trade^ at the Seat of Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. John Quincy Adams, ex-President of the United States, said he would 
have the honour of presenting to (be house the petition of 228 women, the 
wives and daughters of his immediate constituents ; and as a part of the speech 
which he intended to make, he would take the liberty ^of reading the petition. 
It was not long, and would not consume much time. 

Mr. Glascock objected to the reception of the petition. 

Mr. A., proceeded to read that the petitioners, inhabitants of South Weymouth, 
in the State of Massachusetts, impressed with " the sinfulness of slavery, And 
keenly aggrieved by its existence in a piart of our country over which Con- 
gress. 

Mr. Pinckney rose to a question of order. Had the gentleman f^om Massa- 
chusetts a right, under the rule, to read the petition ? 

The Speaker said the gentleman from Massachusetts had a right to make a 
statement of the contents of the petition. 

Mr. Pinckney desired the decision of the Speaker as to whether a gentleman 
had a right to read a petition. 

Mr. Adams said he was reading the petition as a part of his speech, and he 
took this to be one of the privileges of a member of the house. It W8S a privi- 
lege which he would exercise till he should be deprived of it by some' poidtive 
act. . . 
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^ The Spe&kerrcpeated that the gentleman from Massahusetts had a right to 
make a brief statement of the contents of the petition. It was not for the 
Speaker to decide whether that brief statement should be made in the gentle- 
man's own lanjg^age, or whether he should look over the petition, and take his 
statement from that. 

Mr. Adams^ at the time my friend from South Carolina 

The Speaker said the gentleman must proceed to state the contents of the 
petition. 

Mr. Adams. — I am doing so, sir. 

The Speaker. — ^Not in the opinion of the chair. 

Mr. Adams. — I was at this point of the petition. — '' Keenly aggrieved by its 
existence in a part of our country over which Congress possesses exclusive 
jurisdiction in all cases whatever." 

Loud cries of *' Order, order." 

lir. A. proceeded. 



** D6 most earnestly petition your honourable body " — 

Mr. Chambers of Kentucky rose to a point of order. 

Mr. A. proceeded. 

" Immediately to abolish slavery in the district of Columbia/'—-* 

Mr. Chambers reiterated his call to order, and the Speaker told Mr. Adams ibo 
take his seat. . 

Mr. A. proceeded) (with n^eat rapidity «f enunciation, and in a very loud 
tone of voice.) 

'* And to declare any human being free, who sets foot upon its soil." 

Mr. Chambers insisted on his point of order, and the Speaker again, with^great 
earnestness of manner, told the gentleman from Massachusetts to take his s«at. 

Whereupon Mr. A. yielded the floor. 

[The confusion in the Hall at this time was so great that scarcely a word could 
be heard by the reporters.] 

The Speaker presented, in writing, the substance of his decision, that it was 
not in order for a member to read the whole petition if objected to, but that he 
had only the right to make a " brief statement of the contents thereof." 

Mr. Adams said he proposed to withdraw his appeal, in order to save the 
time of the House, if the gentleman from Kentucky would permit him to com- 
plete his "brief statements of the contents" of the petition. It w;^ indeed so 
brief, that to read the petition in its own language was the briefest statement 
that could be made. 

Mr. A. then read from the petition, that the petitioners "respectfully an* 
nounced their intention to present the same petition yearly before this honors 
able body, that it might at least be a memorial in the holy cause of hupaan 
freedom, that they had done what they could.*' 

These words were read amidst tumultuous cries for order from every part of 
tbe Hou3e. And orde? having at length been restored, 

Mr. Adams withdrew his appeal. 

[The district of Columbia contaiqs a population of between 700Ct and 8000 
slaves, and is, besides, a great depot for slaves. Packets^ fitted up as slave^ 
fihips, are advertised to sail regularly from the port of Alexandria, in the district 
of Columbia^ to New Orlcaos^ the great siave-market for Louisiana.]} 
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TESTIMONY OF THE CHURCH IN AMERICA. 

The Connecticut Baptist Astociationf at its name^ against this penrendon of thd Holy 

meeting at Norwich, June 8^ passed the Scriptures. 

following — 2, We are compelled to this course by 

Resolved, That all efforts to awaken the our duty to the slave. The Bible requires 

church of Christ upon the subject of slavery, us to " consider those that are in bonds as 

should be made in the spirit of benevolence, being bound with them." While erery 

with entire dependence on the great Dis< principle of humanity, as well as religion, 

poser of events, and with fervent prayer to calls upon us to ** break eyery yoke, and let 

him that slavery may be brought to a speedy the oppressed^ go free." We cannot be 

and peaceable termination. held guiltless till we have done all we can 

Resolved, That those laws and usages consistently do for the emancipation of the 

which forbid the teaching of the slave to slave. 

read ; which obstruct assemblies among 3. Our own personal liberty compels us 

them for the worship of God ; which deny to this course. 

to them the sanction of marriage, and which The question has assumed an exceedingly 

allow of the forcible separation of parents important bearing. It no longer is whether 

and children, husbands and wives, are to- southern slavery shall continue as it has 

tally inconsistent with the principles of done, but whether we will surrender the 

benevolence and the spirit of Christianity. liberty of speech, and of the press, and of 

conscience, to perpetuate it 1 Whether the 

The Stonington Union Baptist Association, mob and southern slave-holders shall be 
at its meeting at Milltown (North Sto- our masters, our dictators, in matters of 
nihgton) Connecticut, appointed a com- faith and practice 1 We cannot be safe till 
mittee on the subject of slavery, who this question has received its final answer 
submitted the following report, which at our hands. Again, we cannot be safe 
was adopted : while this national sin, this sin of the 
Your committee on the subject of slavery church, is calling to heayen for vengeance, 
would respectfully submit the following If Jefferson said, " I tremble for my 
report: — country, when I remember that God is 
As it regards the tin of slayery, there just," much more does it become us as pro- 
can be no difference of' opinion among the fessed Christians, to tremble before a God 
members of this body. In its theory it is of justice till we have cleared our garments 
directly opposed to every principle of the of the blood of the slaye. Already, in the 
gospel, while in its practice, it presents to language of Scripture, ** the blooa is up to 
the philanthropist and the Christian the re- the horses' bridles." Every breeze is waft- 
yoking picture of the destruction of soul ing to heaven the story of wrong and op- 
and body in time and in eternity. No less pression ; while the angel of mercy is 
than ten thousand of our own Baptist bre- weeping over the melancholy picture, and 
thren are groaning under its iron hearted divine justice, which has so long held back 
oppression, while many of our own country- the deserved blow, is rising up to avenge 
men are denied the wurd of God, and the the wrongs of the slave ', and woe to them 
most essential means of grace, and indivi- whose door-posts are not sprinkled with 
dually appealing to us, in the pathetic Ian- atoning blood. Silence will not insure our 
gnage of Scripture, " No man careth for my safety, while this volcano is ga^thering the 
soul." God has heard the voice of our elements of destruction, kindling up its 
brother's blood, crying from the ground, internal fires, and fearfully augmenting our 
and has inquired of us, " Where is thy danger with every honr's delay, 
brother V* We will not insult the Almighty We speak the language of all the ciyilized 
with the reply of the guilty Cain, " Am i world, and of the church, yea, more, of 
my brother's keeper V We ought rather Almighty God, when we say, slavery must 
to acknowledge before God, *' We are yerily eease. Its doom is sealed. We are not 
guilty concerning our brother !" We are particularly solicitous about the manner of 
loudly called upon for these reasons to ex- its abolition. We are willing the South 
press our sentiments on this subject. should choose how it shall be abolished, 
1. The stand taken by Christians at the whUe they understand it must be done. 
South, in attempting to justify their guilty We are willing to eonsult the safety and 
course by the word of God, would mske us interest of the master, and the interest of 
partakers of their sins were we to remain the slave, in all the means we employ for 
silent Duty calls upon us to record our the abolition of slavery. 
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In Tiew of the tbOTO facta, voar com- Resolved, That we recommead to th« 

mittee would reeommead the following re- churchee to oppose the tin of eleTery with 

solutions : the unyielding detennination it shall cease 

Resolved, That we consider the crisis in as soon as is practicable ; and yet to do 

the affairs of our nation and of our church, this with all the Christian forbearance and 

caused by the slavery question, to be one devout prayer which the importance of the 

of fearful moment to every patriot and every question demands. 
Christian. Bradley Minkr, Chairman* 



WHAT I HAVE SEEN. 

WATcniiAN'of Zion ! say, where hast thou been 
Wandering afar in this dark world of sin ? 
Thy voice is yet lifted to trumpet abroad 
The wrongs of the captive — the mandate of God. 

Say, what hast thou seen on thy perilous path 1 
Host thou met with the foe, in the pride of his wrath ? 
Say, why dost thou wear on thy spirit tliis gloom. 
Has virtue no welcome in Freedom's ovm home ! 

I have been 'neath the bland and bright Southern sky, 
But its breezes bore to me the captive's quick sigh ; 
I have preis'd its soft carpet of flowering green. 
But wept as I bok'd on the loveliest scene. 

• 

For I saw the poor slave as be bowM to his toil. 
To yield, in his shackles, th' oppressor's rich spoil ; 
And methought, as I pass'd him, his spirit awoke. 
And the look that he gave me imploringly spoke. 

I have been in his hut, at the hour of rest. 
His wife by his side, and^their babe on her breast. 
But transient the bliss that a sweet home could yield. 
Their love had no tenure-^their pleasures no shield. 

And I saw these doom'd objects in market enroU'd, 
The image of God, in the slave, bought and sold ; 
And I heard the sad groan, the rent bosom's pain. 
The curse of the master and clank of the chain. 

And that father's deep murmurs grew 'vengefuHy loud. 
And the mother's tears fell, like rain from the cloud. 
And conscious of ttiis'ry, their babe drew its breath. 
Their parting strife seem'd as the struggles of death. 

Oh ! that sound smote my ear like the wail of the lost. 
And I turned to the temple of God's chosen host ! 
But its song rose, like mock'ry on misery's ear. 
For no voice broke the spell of the captive's despair. 

I have left the drear land of the down-trodden slaire^ , . 

For what eye there will pi^, what arm can save 1 
There is hope where the curpe has not wither'd the soul/ 
And oppression shall die 'neath its fearless control. 

Oswegoy Kew York, Jan. 6, 1837. N. 
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Inaugural speech of the American PRilsiDBNt; 

Since the publication of our last number, the New York papers have 
furnished us with the Ex-president's valedictory address to the legislature 
of the United States ; the interest of Which is heightened from it6 being 
the last public act of a man who for many years has acted so conspicuous 
a part on the stormy element of political life. We are also furnished 
with the inaugural speech of the New President, Mr. Van Buren, which 
may be interpreted as a kind of official programme for the whole term of 
his political ascetidancy. We see pretty clearly in this address what we are 
to exp€lct, and what we are not to ei^pect, from him, so far as his personal 
or public influence may guide the coiirse of events. With his sentiments 
on the general matters of political discussion which now agit£(te that por- 
tion oi^ the world, we have nothing to do. Oh these points some of the 
papers call him the " unpledged President," firee to act just as the tide ot 
public feeliiig may hereafter set in. But there is one matter in which he 
is not " unpledged ;" and that is the only one in which we feel any pecu- 
liar interest. He is the abettor df slavery — the determined foe to aholu 
tionism, both in principle and practice ; and from him neither the slave 
nor his adVocate have any thing to expect, except it be, malice in all its 
inoods^ and opposition in all its inveteracy. 

The following is that part of the address which relates to the social 
condition of the States^ Which, though it has already appeared in various 
public chamiels, may not have been noticed by all our readers; upon 
which we shall offer a few concluding remarks :— 

*' The last, perhaps the greatest, of the prominent sources of discord and dis- 
aster supposed to liurk in our political condition, was the instit^tion of domestic 
slavery. Our forefathers were deeply impressed with the delicacy of this 

I I 
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subject, and tliey treated it with a forbearance so evidently wise, that^ in spite 
of every sinister foreboding, it never, until the present period, disturbed the 
tranquillity of our common country. Such a result is sufficient evidence of the 
justice and the patriotism of their course ; it is evidence not to be mistaken, that 
an adherence to it can prevent all embarrassment from this as well as from every 
other anticipated cause of difficulty or danger. Have not recent events made it 
obvious to the slightest reflection, that the least deviation from this spirit of for- 
bearance is injurious to every interest, that of humanity included ? Amidst the 
violence of existing passions, this generous and fratemeU feeling has been some- 
times disregarded ; and, standing as I now do before my countrymen in this 
high place of honor and of trust, I cannot refinun from anxiously invoking my 
fellow-citizens never to be deaf to its dictates. Perceiving, before my election, 
the deep interest this subject was beginning to excite, I believed it a solemn 
duty fully to make known my sentiments in regard to it ; and now, when every 
motive for misrepresentation has passed away, I trust that vnll be candidly 
weighed and understood. At least they will be my standard of conduct in the 
path before me. I then declared that, if the desire of those of my countrymen 
who were favorable to my election was gratified, ' I must go into the Presidential 
Chair the inflejnble and uncomprominng opponent of every attempt, on the part 
of Congress, to abolish slavery in the district of ColumUaf against the wishes of the 
slave-holding States i and, also, with a determination equally decided^ to resist 
the slightest interference with it in the States where it exists' I submitted also 
to my fellow-citi2ens, with fulness and frankness, the reasons which led me to 
this determination* The result authorizes me to believe that they have been 
approved, and are confided in, by a majority of the people of the United States, 
including those whom they most immediately affect. It now only remains to 
add, that no Bill oonflictino wrra thxsb views can kvkr rkokxvb mt oonstitq- 

tlONAL sanction. 

These opinions haTe been adopted in the firm belief, that they are in accord- 
ance with the spirit that actuated the venerated fathers. of the republic, and that 
succeeding experience has proved them to be humane, patriotic, ei^edient, 
honorable, and just. If the agitation of this subject was intended to reach the 
stability of our institutions, enough has occurred to show that it has signally 
failed ; and that in this, as in every other instance, the apprehensions of tbe 
tlmidi and the hopes of the wicked for the destrhction of our Gk>vemment, are 
again destined to be disappointed. Here and there, indeed, scenes of 
dangerous excitement have occurred; terrifying instances of local violence 
have been witnessed; and a reckless disregard of (Ae coneequences qf their 
.conduct has exposed individuals to popular indignation ; but neither masses of 
tbe people, nor sections of the country, have been swerved from their devotion 
to the bond of union, and the principles it has made sacred. It vnll ever be thus. 
Such attempts at dangerous agitation may periodically return, but vnlh each the 
object vrill be better understood. That predominating affection for our political 
system which prevails throughout our territorial limits ; the calm and enlightened 
judgment which ultimately governs our people as one vast body; will always be 
at hand to resist and control eyery effort, foreign or domestic, whicli aiouiy Q^ 
would lead, to overthrow our institutions." 

Now, whatever else we may think of this speech> we must call it opeo 
and honest. There is no mistake abont the matter. We know what 
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SCartin Vftn Buren is, and where he is. And> as he might do the abolition 
cause infinitely more damage by disguised friendship than by open hos- 
tility^ the friends to equal rights will expend no effort in courting his aid^ 
and suffer no mortification in being denied it. The course is all dear 
before than; having nothing to anticipate from the legislature^ their 
whole energies will be expended in turning the current of public feeling 
in a right direction; nothing daunted, and nothing doubting, but that, 
ivhen this is fairly set in, legislators, like that accommodating apparatus 
which vte attiach to the t^ of our churches, will very soon find which 
M^y the wiiid sett. 

We confess, however, that we were not prepared for this impious 
avowal. From private isources, we had reason to expect a different line 
of c(»dttct. When canvassing itmong the abolitionists, we understand, 
lie had 80 adroitly mani^d to conceal his sentiments, as to allay all 
apprehensiion that he was at heart an enemy to their cause ; and that his 
apparent advocacy of slavery was only adopted as an expedient necessary 
to secure his election. But now, all delicacy is done away with; he 
xMme& out the bold and uncompromising advocate of things as they are ; 
the lander of all the institutions of his country, slavery not excepted; 
boasting that *^the rights of the humblest individuals shall be respected," 
while one.^th part of the population have no rights at all ; and the 
other five parts no liberty to present a petition on their behalf. Is this 
America, or is it Algiers ? Is it true, that from our cradle upwards we 
have been told that America is the land of liberty ? 

We must, nevertheless, confess ourselves gratified at this open and 
oa^did avowal on another ground. The acts of its government give the 
stamp to ihe character of the peoj^e. We are now at no loss in what 
category to place the government of the United States. It is a slave. 
-STATB ! Send^tyrdnU^-semiJslavei ! The oifficial declaration of its Pre- 
sident has unequivocally stamped the national character. The Americans 
are not slave-holders froln Necessity, but itom choice. It is not an acci. 
dent in their institutions, not an incubus which they would willingly be 
rid of, not a curse entailed upon them from the former governors of their 
oonntry ; but it is what they relish, what they ding to, what they obsti- 
nately defend. The President has thrown his official egis over the whole 
system ; and, at such a moment as this, he would not have jarred the 
hanmmy by the expression of a sentiment opposed to public feeling; or 
put into jeopardy that popularity which his elevation had just secured to 
him. 

The true character of a people, like that of an individual, is more cor- 
rectly ascertained by what is the aspect and bearing of their general acts, 
than by any one solitary instance of legislation. And, with this common- 
place sentiment in tte mind, let any one look at the tendency of all the 
receqt adts of the American Congress. Have they not had an aspect of 
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deeper degradation and crudity towards the hapless heings that lie crouch-.' 
ing beneath their iron sway ? Their one apparent aim is to render their 
property in human flesh more valuable and more secure ; and to effect 
this^ they break the spirit of the slave by oppression ; they d^rade and 
insult those whom they cannot oppress ; they foment and increase the 
prejudice against the whole race ; they stop up all the avenues to his 
«ducation and improvement ; they expatriate, either by force or by fraud, 
those who have broken through these impediments^ and who have ren- 
dered themselves dangerous by holding the power whieh knowledge haa 
put into their hands. If there had been the least wish to rid the States 
of this abomination^ the aspect of their l^slative acts would have looked 
exactly in the opposite direction. Their first object would have been te 
prevent the increase of the evil ; their ports would have been shut against 
idl slave-ships ; they would have co-operated with Britain in the destruo^ 
tion of the African trade ; they would have laid a train first for amelio- 
rating, and then gradually annihilating the entire system. But, instead 
of any tendency towards this, what l^-stander does not see that God has 
given them up to a spirit of infatuation^ the certain presage of destruction? 
They are yet preserved^ and the elements may discover but very faint 
emblems of a gathering storm ; for '^ the iniquity of the Amorites is not 
yet fidl." But those who stand at a distance^ and in a more elevated 
and independent situation, cannot help being forcibly struck with the 
analogy of the American people at the present time, and that of the Is- 
raelite in the days of Rehoboam ; who ^^ forsook the counsel of the old 
men, and spake after the counsel of the young men, who were grown up 
with him. My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke ; 
my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise yon with scor- 
pions." The American people, if they are wise, will consult the sequel 
of this history. If they wish not to hear the cry, '^ Every man to you* 
tents, O Israel !" they will relTaoe their steps, and reooUect, *' that righ- 
teousness exalteth a nation; but that sin is the destruction of any people.'* 
The recent demonstiati(m will also enlighten us on another subject : i^ 
will enable us rightly to estimate the canting hypocrisy of those Ameri- 
cans, the Elliot Cressons, and the Breckenridges, who come over intm 
this country^ and tell us^ that their countrymen detest slavery as much as 
we do ; and would fain make us believe, that if we would but let them 
alpne^ they would eventually, but gradually, abolish the whole system. 
Can there be any truth in these tales ? Is there one atom of demonstra- 
tion in any of the acts of the general legislature, that such is the goal at 
which they are aiming? Will not the recent declaration of the President 
disabuse the judgment of the most credulous, that such is the course, 
however circuitous, they are desirous of pursuing ? And, will it not have 
the effect of compelling every reflecting citizen^ unless he is prepared 
(through t^cl^ and thin to defend th§ system^ to abaudon the legislatiiie 
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to its own infatuation; and to join tBe ranks of those wlio, bj a more 
direct^ a more righteous^ and a more feasible procedure^ are aiming to rid 
their coontry of this foul stain upon its character, this canker-worm at the 
root of its institutions, this element of combustion that threatens its 
entire overthrow. 

We have not the least fear that this straw in the path will hinder, for 
a moment, the career of that formidable and incieasing band of worthies 
^vrho are pledged to the destruction of this abomination in their beloved 
csountry. They are not the men to flinch at a President's frown^ nor to 
desert a cause because men high in influence and oflice cast a malicious 
sneer upon it. All this will rather stimulate than retard ; and we were^ 
therefore, not at all surprised, that the very paper which contains the 
President's Speech, should also contain ^a highly nervous and animated 
appeal^ evidently from a man goaded on to greater energy by the oppo- 
sition thrown in his path. The following remarks are copied £rom the 
^Emancipator, of the 9th of March, five days after the Address was 
delivered. 

' '* The New President has delivered his Inaugural Address, and taken 
on him the oath and the responsibilities of office. So much of the Ad- 
dress as relates to slavery, a large portion of the whole, will be found in 
another column. We have not time or space to say all we could wish in 
relation to it ; but we confess we did not expect the avowal of such sen- 
timents and such determinations, by one who is, or rather was, the son 
ef freedom, the advocate of democratic principles and equal rights, and 
once at least the friend of the colored man ; and, least of all, did we 
expect this speech at such a time, and on such an occasion — ^in an 
Inaugural Address. But the deed is done. The devil is unmasked. 
In the face of heaven and earth, the President of these United States 
stands forth, avowedly, the enemy of freedom, the opponent of equal 
rights, the defender of slavery, the slanderer of freedom's friends, and 
the instigator and patron of mobs. About to assume the responsibilities 
of the highest office in the gift of a professedly free people, he steps forth^ 
with tyrant heart, and face of brass, and lips of slander, and declares the 
eflbrt to give freedom to the enslaved, '* injurious to every interest, that 
of humanity included,'^ stigmatizes it as ^' dangerous agitation," the crea- 
ture of sinister design, whose " object will be better understood" from 
time to time, and as opposed to the *' spirit that actuated the venerable 
fathers of the republic ;" speaks of ^^ scenes of dangerous excitement,'* 
^* terrifying instances of local violence" and " popular indignation," 
wreaking its vengeance on the heads of the friends of freedom, and 
resolves the whole into ^^ a reckless disregard of the consequences of their 
conduct" on their part; nay, talks of the resistance with which they have 
been met, as the cxeature of ^^ devotion to the bond of union," a '* pre. 
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dDminating affection for ooir political Bystem^" a " calm atid enligfateiied 
judgment" of the people^ thus inviting and invoking oatrage and violence 
on their heads anew ; and then^ t» pat the dimax on his guilt and 
infamy^ swears himself on the altar of slavery^ avowii^ most solemnly^ 
that he will give his '' constitutional sanction" to no hill abdishin^ 
slaVerjy even within the limits of federal jurisdiction^ so long as it is 
** against the wishes of the slave-holding States ;" hut^ recreant to every 
principle of liberty^ justice^ and huniaiiity^ will, on all occasions^ and 
at all hazards^ and in the face of a majority even^ Qo with tbb South. 

'' Were these the sentimentB> and declarations and determination of & 
Calhoun, or a Mc Duffie, men bom and bred in the atmosphere of slavery^ 
and With thte habits of the slave-holder, they would be in character ; and^ 
however w6 toiight detest and dry out against the principles, we ^ould at 
least respect the meb for honesty in their av6wal of them, as weU as cease 
to regard that avowal with surprise. &ut as it is, we can neither respect 
the man not his principles. So &r from it, his conduct in this matter is 
an utter denial and renunciation of his professed principles, as the friend 
of equal rights and the advocate of democracy, and it ought, and we are 
ho prophM, or it will cover him with infamy, and make him a stench in 
the nostrils of ev^ery honest republican. There is neither honesty, nop 
tepublicanism, nor manhood in the position he has taken. It is an un^ 
blushing declaration, that in a free republic even, the majority shall 
not rule, ahd that the will of the people shall not be law. It is Itsurpa- 

TICK and TTBANNT. 

'^ Very Well, if Martin Van Buren can afford thus to slander the fri^da 
of liberty and equal rights, and invoke on them the fary of the mob, and 
lick the dust and proclaim himself the tool of tyrants, the defender of 
slavery, and swear himself for ever upon her altar, — so be it. And if, in 
consequence, the spirit of slavery grows more rampant in every part of the 
land, louder and more overbearing in its demands at the South and the 
Kt)rth, moi*e violent and blood-thirsty in its inflietidns on the bond and 
the free, trampling all law and all right and all restraint tmder foot> 
and Weaking forth on the right hand and on the left in acts of violence 
and blood, — so be it. We are glad to know the worst — ^to see the flag 
nailed to the mast. We shall not shrink from the conflict. On the con- 
trary, most cheerfdlly and resolutely shall we breast us to the onset anew. 
We tell the President, that if he expects to put the question of 
abolition at rest, and secure to himself a quiet administration, by the 
|)Osition now taken, he, for once at least, has reckoned without his host^ 
At the Presidential nod, let the influence and the machineaT" of party be 
turned upon us, and under the broad shield of Presidential sanction, let 
** popular indignation," at the bidding of hireling presses, pour the vials 
of its wrath upon us, and outrage follow outrage, and tumult follow 
tumult, and violence follow violence, until the land rocks with commo... 



American Temperance Societies, 247 

%ioii, and runs down with blood-*-we shall meet it. We have sworn our. 
selves upon the altar of freedom ; and under freedom's Gk>d, come what 
msLj, WE SHALL MEET IT. Not an inch shall we yield, not an effort 
relax^ not an agent recall^ not a publication suppress. On the contrary, 
we shall multiply our presses and our agents^ increase our efforts fifty ^ 
yea, an hundred fold, and move onward in our struggle for freedom, if 
need he, to the death," 

- These are the right men to urge forward a good work ; and, when 
engs^d in a cause that bears so high upon both the social well-being, 
and the eternal welfare of a large portion of their suffering fellows ; a 
cause which is sustained by an enlightened conscience, and the sympa- 
thies of a benevolent heart — ^a cause so congenial with the spirit of the 
gospel, and so necessary to its ultimate triumphs, they cannot relax — they 
must succeed. The cause is chained to Omnipotence. The power that 
is pledged to the triumphs of the gospel is enlisted on its behalf. Go 
forward, ye men of God ! ye friends of the friendless, the degraded^ 
the oppressed ! The eyes of God, of angels, and of all civilized nations, 
are upon you. They know the ardour of the contest; the diificulties and 
dangers that await you; and will watch your movements with ui^tiring 
anxiety, until ye shall have broken the fetters from every slave in your 
land; and then unite with us in our endeavours to chase this demo^ 
from every class and every tribe of the human family. 



AMERICAN TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES. 
** One good turn deseryes another." 

Mr. E. C. Dekvan, the Secretary of the New York Temperance Society, 
Communicated to Mr. Buckingham, M. P. for Sheffield, a resolution of the Tem- 
perance Societies in Ameri(^, to prepare a short pamphlet containing the most 
material facts and arguments in support of the Temperance Reformation which 
has produced such beneficial effects on the health and morals of the population 
in that country, and to print a sufficient number of the pamphlet to furnish a 
copy to every householder in England, Scotland, and Ireland. It was calcu- 
lated that this would require four millions of copies, and would cost, in Ame>- 
tica, about 25,000 dollars, or £5,000 sterling. This sum the American societies 
Undertook to raise, provided the Chancellor of the Exchequer in England could 
be prevailed upon to admit the pamphlets free of duty, as they were for gratui- 
tous distribution, and provided the Temperance Societies of England could be 
induced to organize means for their distribution after their arrival in this country. 
Mr. Buckingham, who was deputed by the American Societies to open a nego- 
ciation with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, appeared to have succeeded in 
his object, as the Chancellor, in a letter to Mr. Buckingham, liberally consented 
to tlie introduction of the pamphlets free of duty; and the Tempemnce Soeie- 
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ties in England, SooUand^ and Ireland^ of whom Uiere are now nearly a tdotw 
sand^ were proceeding to organize means of distributing the four millions of 
American pamphlets^ by giving one, free of cost, to every householder in the 
kingdom. Scarcely, however, had this gratifying intelligence been sent off to 
America, before a second letter from the Chancellor of the Exchequer to Mr. 
Buckingham, expressed his deep regret that the Lords of the Treasury, with 
whom the confinnation of the Cbancellor*s decision rested, did not feel them- 
selres justified in acceding to his recommendation, on the [ground of such a. 
proceeding forming a most inconvenient precedent. This is to be deeply 
regretted ; for while the government of Canada, impressed with the beneficial 
consequences of their circulation, admit the temperance publications firom the 
United States free of duty — and while in England the government admit all the 
most costly foreign works presented to the British Museum free of duty — the 
same privilege is here denied to one of the most munificent, most benevolent^ 
and most disinterested g^ ever profibied by the philanthropists of one nation 
to the whole population of another. 

On this magnificent proposal, we beg leave to offer a remark. The 
religious community of Britain are not accustomed to ask favours of 
government, with a view to facilitate their Christian and benevolent 
endeavours ; and it is a pity so noble a purpose should be frustrated by 
so trifling an impediment. If the Temperance Societies of America 
choose to carry their object into effect, there is no fear but funds will 
soon be raised here to pay the duty upon the proposed publication, imme-' 
diately on its arrival ; and we can assure them that ample facilities shall 
be afforded for their universal dispersion. And in return for so noble a 
donation, we engage to prepare a pamphlet on the inconsistency and sin^ 
ftdness of slavery in a professedly Christian country ^ and to furnish them 
with a sufficient supply, provided that on their part they will make satis- 
factory arrangements to '^ furnish a copy to every householder" in the 
States where slavery prevails. " This we consider nothing but a friendly 
interchange of kind offices ; and the moment we are satisfied that the 
above arrangements are made, the pamphlet shall be printed and for., 
warded without delay. We engage, moreover, on the purt of our coun. 
trymen, that Lynch-law shall not be executed upon a singlef agent 
employed in dispersing these Temperance pamphlets; but that they 
shall be welcomed in every village and hamlet of the kingdom as beiie- 
factors, and entitled, not only to courtesy, but gratitude ; and a similar 
friendly reception will be expected from every agent employed in diistri. 
buting our publication among the American states^ 
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FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE. 
No. III. 

We continue the papers on this subject for two purposes ; that our 
readers may be in possession of a condensed view of the present state of 
the Slave Trade in the different parts of the world ; and to show the 
untiring anxiety of the friends of the Negro in Britain to open negocia- 
tions between our government and other powers for its suppression. 
At the conclusion of this hasty review/ we may offer such reflections as 
necessarily suggest themselves on this appalling subject. 

BRAZIL. 

The Conventions and Treaties entered into with Portugal during the period 
of her union with Brazil, were equally applicable to, and equally bmding on, 
both countries, aa well during their imion^ as subsequent to their separation ; 
but shortly after that event, the Emperor of Brazil entered into a treaty with 
this country, by which it was stipulated, that at the expiration of three years 
from the exchange of the ratification of the treaty (March 1827), " it shall not 
be lawful for the subjects of the Emperor of Brazil to be concerned in the car- 
rying on of the African slave-trade under any pretext or in any manner what- 
soever, and the carrying on of such trade after that period by any person subject 
to His Imperial Majesty, shall be deemed and treated as a pirate." 

In 1831, a decree passed the Legislative Assembly, and received the sanction 
of the Regency, imposing further and more rigid restrictions for the prevention 
of the importation of slaves into the ports of Brazil, by the 1st article of which 
it is declared, that ^' All slaves entering the territory on the ports of Brazil, 
coming from abroad, are free," except 1st. slaves enrolled in the service of 
vessels belonging to countries where slavery is allowed; and 2ndly, those which 
may have escaped from such vessel or territory, who are to be delivered up to 
their masters. 

Notwithstanding the favourable state of the treaties and laws of Brazil relating 
to the slave-trade. Lord Palmerston, in his despatch to our minister at Brazil, 
dated 7th of May, 1833, says — ^'The Brazilian government must be aware, that 
all the efforts which their wise and beneficent intentions upon this subject have 
given rise to, have hitherto failed, under the existing law, to put an end to the 
illegal traffic of Brazil in slaves from Africa, and it must be obvious therefore, 
that the only mode of meeting the difficulty is, to add some more effectual sti- 
pulation to the treaty now in force upon the subject." 

The negociation thus commenced was for a time imsuccessful. Our ambassa- 
sador, in a despatch to Lord Palmerston dated 15th of October, 1884, makes the 
foUovring statement: "My letter was officially communicated to the Assembly, 
and read to them by the minister, Aureliano, at the same time that he recom- 
mended to their adoption some other measures connected vrith the more effectual 
suppression of the slave-trade. But the minister, and all his communications, 
were, unfortunately upon this occasion, equally ill-received ; and the reading 
of my letter served only to call forth a violent attack upon the government, for 
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iUtening to foreign dictation, and upon Qreat Britain for presuming to give 
advice to Brazil:' 

The British government however, was not at all disheartened by this iin£Ei- 
vourable report, and our ambassador was instructed to renew his efforts to 
obtain the consent of the Brazilian government to additional articles similar to 
those concluded with France and the Netherlands ; and on the 25th of March^ 
1QS6, Mr. Fox informed the Duke of Wellington, that he had every reasonable 
prospect of being able to carry the wishes of His Majesty's government com- 
pletely into effect. He observes : — " The terror that is spreading &r and wide 
through Brazil since the late insurrection of the blacks at Bahia, has rendered 
the present moment favorable for renewing to this government any proposal for 
improving and strengthening the anti-slave trade legislation. The^eyes of most 
men are beginning to be opened, if not to the infamy of slave dealing, at least 
to the enormous danger of allowing fresh multitudes of Africans, under any 
condition, to be poured daily into the country."* 

On the 4th of August, Mr. Fox, in his despatch to Lord Palmerston, says^ — 
" The three additional articles supplementary to the Slave Trade convention 
between Great Britain and Brazil of the 23rd of November, 1836, were signed 
on the 27th ultimo ;" and adds, that they were referred to the Chamber of 
Deputies,- who had not then reported upon them. But on the 28th of October, 
he says — ^' 1 am very sorry to say, that the session of the Legislative Chambers 
of Brazil has been closed without their sanction being obtained to the additional 
articles for the more effectual suppression of the slave trade, which were signed, 
on the 27th July last, by Senhor Manoel Alves Branco, and myself, as the pleni- 
potentiaries respectively of His Majesty, and of the Emperor of Brazil. The 
sanction of the Assembly has not been refused, but the session has been dosed 
without the matter being brought on for discussion." * 

NETHERLANDS. 

On the 15th of June, 1814, the government of Holland issued a decree, by 
which its subjects are prohibited from trading in slaves ; and the governors of 
the Dutch forts on the coast of Africa are commanded to suffer no slave trade to 
be carried on by the ships of any nation, and to seize all Dutch ships that may 
contravene this decree. And on the 13th of August, 1814, the Kmg of the 
Netherlands entered into a convention with his Britannic Majesty for the sup- 
pression of the trade : but notwithstanding this treaty, and the decree above 
alluded to, a considerable slave trade was carried on on the African coast by 
Dutch subjects ; and there were strong reasons for believing, that the Dutch 
governors on the coast, instead of obeying the orders they had received from 
their government, connived at this traffic. Representations were thereupon 
made to the Dutch government, and subsequently a treaty was entered into 
between the two governments for its more effectual suppression. By this treaty, 
which was signed at the Hague, on the 4th of May, 1818, the mutual right of 
search was agreed to, and mixed courts of justice were estabh'shed for adjudi- 
cating vessels captured under the treaty; and on the 20th of November follow- 
ing, the Dutch government passed a law for giving effect to this treaty. 

Still, the treaties and abolition laws of the Netherlands were violated, and 
large importations of slaves into Surinam were even openly permitted by the 
local authorities. Our government again remonstrated, with a view to put a 

* Parliamentary Papers, Class B. 1835, p. 77. 
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stop to this breach of treaties ; and^ in col^scquence^ the King of the Nether- 
lands issued a decree on the 21st of Aprils 1821, which^ extraordinary a£i it may 
appear^ in fact tended to open the ports of that colony still more widely for 
tlieir admission. A long negociation ensued between our government and that 
of the Netherlands^ but they were attended by the usual fate of our negociations 
on this subject, and thousands of new negroes still continued to be imported 
into Surinam^ notwithstanding the mixed commission court was established in 
that colony. 

To remedy the deficiencies of the treaty of May, 1818, three additional and 
explanatory articles were agreed upon at Brussels, in the months of December, 
1822, and January, 1823. These articles contain the agreement relative to the 
seizure of vessels having had slaves on board, and that relative to equipment, 
together with some additional regulations. 

DENMARK. 

The King of Denmark, by an edict, dated Copenhagen, so early as the 16th 
of March, 1792, decreed, that the slave trade carried on by his subjects should 
*' with the beginning of the year 1803, cease on the African coasts and else- 
'where out of the West Indies." 

By an article in the treaty of Kiel, of the 14th of January, 1814, the King of 
Denmark engages to prohibit all his subjects in the most eflectual manner, 
and by the most solemn laws, from taking any share in that trafBc, although it 
appears that slavers touch at the Island of St. Thomas, where some of the resi- 
dent merchants have had an interest in their speculations. The Danish govern- 
inent has promised to repress this practice, but throws the blame of it on those 
governments, which still tacitly sanction this infamous traffic. 

The King of Denmark has acceded to the Conventions.recently concluded 
between England and France for the suppression of the slave trade, and a 
treaty to this efiect between these three powers was accordingly signed on the 
27th of July, 1834. 

SWEDEN. 

The King of Sweden issued a royal proclamation, bearing the same date with 
the Edict of the King of Denmark (viz. the 16th of May, 1792) by which the 
subjects of Sweden were also prohibited from trading in slaves after the be- 
ginning of the year 1803. 

It having been discovered, that a considerable trade in slaves was carried on 
under the flag of Sweden, the subject was brought under the notice of the 
Swedish government, and a negociation was set on foot with the view of 
inducing the King of Sweden to adopt measures for its suppression ; and on the 
6th November, 1825, a treaty was signed at Stockholm, between the English 
and Swedish governments, by which the King of Sweden engaged to reiterate 
to his subjects, in the most explicit manner, the prohibition already existing to 
their trading in slaves, and to enact penal laws for its suppression. The mutual 
right of search was also agreed to, as was also the article rendering ships liable 
to seizure and condemnation if equipped for the slave trade. 

An additional article, stipulating the breaking up of all ships condemned for 
slave trading, was signed at Stockholm on the 15th of June, 1835. 

A negociation has been entered into with the King of Sweden, to obtain his 
Majesty's accession to the conventions lately entered into between Great Britain 
and France, which there is no doubt vnll be successful. 
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AUSTRIA, RUSSIA, AND PRVSSIA. 

The Kmperois of Austria and of Russia, and the King of Prussia, were parties 
to die anti-slavery Declaration of the Congress of Vienna, and to the Resolutions 
of the Congress of Verona. Although there Exists no direct proof, that tlie 
subjects of these monarchs are, or have been, engaged in the slave trade, still 
their flags have been used by foreigners for the purpose of covering their nefa- 
rious slave-trading transactions. To all representations made to these govern- 
ments on this subject, the utmost attention has been made, and prompt measures 
have been adopted to rectify the evils complained of. 

In the several conferences which have been held, and on other occasions^ 
these Sovereigns have been ready to co-operate with the British government in 
pursuing measures for the final suppression of the slave-trade, and a negodation 
is now pending vrith them respectively, which there is every reason to expect 
will terminate in their accession to the two conventions recently concluded be^ 
tween Great Britain and France for that purpose. 

Since the above was written, the negociation, so far as regards tbe 
Court of Bremen, has been ratified, and published from the foreign 
office in this country. This document, although emanating from a power 
which has never been very prominent in this nefarious traffic, will be 
read with pleasure by every friend of humanity and justice. Every 
official denunciation of the trade, adopted by the different continental 
governments, not only prevents the flag of that country from being adopted 
and stained by the practice, but tends to single out to deeper and more 
marked infamy, those guilty nations which, in defiance of justice, and the 
first dictates of common honesty and human rights, obstinately adh^e to 
this blood-stained traffic. 

Foreign Oj/Uxt April 3. 

A dispatch, dated the 17th March, 1837, has been received by the Right 
Honourable Viscount Palmerston, G. C B., his Majesty's Principal Sexsretary of 
Btate for Foreign A^Tairs, from Henry Canning, Esq., his Majesty's Consul Gen- 
eral and Charg^ d' Affidres at Hamburg, transmitting a law made at Bremen, for 
the prohibition of the slave trade, of which the following is a translation. 

TRANSLATION. 

Although the slave trade is a traffic which has always been foreign to the trade 
and navigation of Bremen, yet the wish that our laws should accord in regard 
to it with those of the great sea powers, in order to our becoming a party to 
their treaties for the total abolition of the traffic in slaves, has occasioned us to 
take the subject into careful consideration, and has caused the following penal 
law to be agreed upon at a meeting of the Burger Convent, in Bremen, on the 
4th of November last year : — '■ 

VSSlkL LAW AGAINST THE TRAFnC IN SLAVES. 

Art. 1. The tmffic known under the name of slave trade, which has for ob- 
ject to provide North and South America, or the West Indies, with negro slaves 
from the African coast, together vrith all trades in connexion with it, is hereby 
prohibited in the free state of Bremen and its dependencies, and shall be deemed 
criminal. 



Mortality of the Slave Trade, 253 

Art. 2. Wliosoever^ either as owner^ freighter^ captain^ inate> or supercargo, 
fits out or sails a vessel for the purpose of the slave trade mentioned in artiole 1, 
or who carries on the slave trade^ or allows the fitting out or carrjdng on through 
any other person, or takes part therein, or assists in the offence as money-lender 
or treasurer, shall, according to circumstances^ whether the vessel he stopped 
before her departure from the port of outfit, or after her departure, and even 
before commencing any slave seizures or slave trade, or, lastly, after any actual 
perpetration of slave seizing or slave tradings be condemned to imprisonment in 
the house of correction from one to fifteen years, and to pay a fine of from 
two hundred to five thousand rix dollars^ and to the loss of his citizenship and 
all other municipal rights appertaining to him, and of his right to cany the 
Bremen flag* And further, according to circumstances, the confiscation of the 
vessel, her furniture, and cargo also may be made. 

Art 3. Foreigners who in the territoiy of Bremen, or on board of Bremen 
vessels, are guilty of the ofiences described in the foregoing articles, or who 
make use of the Bremen flag, or who fit out, or cause to be fitted out, on Bre- 
men territory, vessels imder foreign flags to carry on the slave trade, shall be 
punished according to the present law. 

Art. 4. All other acts tending to violate the prohibition contained in article 
1, which may not have been named in articles 2 and 3, are equally subject to 
fine and imprisonment, according to circumstances, and may equally take away 
the right to carry the Bremen flag. 

The Senate, in promulgating the foregoing law for the observance of every 
body, places confidence in the inhabitants of Bremen, that they will abstain in 
future, as they have done liitherto, from any the most distant participation in the 
dishonourable offence described in the aforesaid law. 

Done at Bremen, in the Assembly of the Senate, on the 15th; and promulgated 
on the 20th February, 1837. 

SARDINIA, THE TWO SICILIES, AND THE HAN8R TOWNS. 

His Sardinian Majesty executed a treaty (in 1834) containing his accession to 
the conventions concluded between Great Britain and France, on the 30th of 
November, 1831, and 22nd of March, 1833, for the more effectual suppression 
of the slave-trade ; and treaties for the same purpose are in progress, between 
our government and the governments of Naples, and of the Hanse Towns, of 
whose accession to these conventions there can be no doubt. 



HORRORS AND MORTALITY OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 

[Extract from Mr. Rankin's Narrative of a Visit to Sierra Leone, published by 

BenUey, 1836.] 

*' Close in shore lay a large schooner, so remarkable from the low, sharp cut 
of her hull, and the excessive rake of her masts, that she seemed amongst the 
other craft as a swallow seems amongst birds. Her deck was crowded with 
naked blacks, whose woolly heads studded the rail. She was a slaver, with a 
large cargo. In the autumn of 1833, this schooner, apparently a Brazilian, and 
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named with the liberty--stiiTing appellation of ' Donna Maria dii Gloria/ had left 
Loandoy on the slave coast^ with a few bales of merchandise, to comply with the 
formalities required by the authorities, from vessels engaged in legal traffic ; for 
the slave-trade under the Brazilian flag is now piracy. No sooner was she out 
of port, than the real object of her voyage declared itself; she hastily received 
on board 490 negroes, who had been mustered in readiness, and sailed for Rio 
Janeiro. 

'^Off Uie mouth of that harbour she arrived in November, and was captured 
as a slaver by His Majesty's brig ' Snake/ The case was brought, in December, 
before the court established there ; and the court decided, that as her Brazilian 
character had not been fully made out, it was incompetent to die final decision 
of the case. It was necessary to apply to the Court of Mixed Commission at 
Sierra Leone for the purpose of adjudication, A second time, therefore, the 
unfortunate dungeon-ship put to sea vrith her luckless cargo, and again crossed 
the Atlantic amidst the horrors of a two months' voyage. The ^ Donna Maria 
da Gloria' having returned to Africa, cast anchor at Freetown in the middle of 
February, 1834, and on arrival found the number reduced by death from 430 to 
335. 

**^ Continuance of misery for several months in a cramped posture, in a pesti- 
lential atmosphere, had not only destroyed many, but had spread disease 
amongst the survivors. Dropsy, eruptions, abscesses, and dysentery were 
making ravages, and ophthalmia was general. Until formally adjudicated by the 
court, the wretched slaves could not be landed, nor even relieved from their 
sickening situation. With the green hills and valleys of the colony close to 
them, they must not leave their prison. I saw them in April ; they had been 
in the harbour tw6 months, and no release had been offered them. But the 
most painful circumstance was the final decision of the court The slaver was 
proved to have been sailing under Portuguese colors, not Brazilian ; and the 
treaty vrith the Portuguese prohibits slave traffic to the north of a certain .line 
only, whereas the Donna Maria had been captured a few degrees to the south. 
Her capture was decided to have been illegal. She was -formally delivered up 
to her slave captain ; and he received from the British authorities written orders 
to the connnanders of the British cruizers, guaranteeing her a safe and free pas- 
sage back to the Brazils ; and I saw the evil ship weigh anchor, and leave 
Sierra Leone, the seat of slave liberation, with her large canvas proudly swell- 
ing, and her ensign floating, as if in contempt and triumph. Thus, a third time, 
were the dying wretches carried across the Atlantic, after seven months' confine- 
ment ; few, probably, lived through the passage." 



CASE OF " LA PAOTIOA." 



"The craft showed Spanish colors, and was named ^La Pantica/ We 
easily leaped on board, as she lay low in the water. The first hasty glance 
around caused a sudden sickness and faintness, followed by an indignation more 
intense than discreet. Before us, lying in a heap huddled together at the foot 
of the foremast, on the bare and filthy deck, lay several hmnan beings in the 
last stage of emaciation— dying. The ship, fore and aft, was thronged with 
men, women, and children, all entirely naked, and disgusting with disease. The 
stench was really insupportable^ cleanliness being impossible. I stepped to the 
hatchway, it was secured by iron bars and cross bars; and pressed against them 
were the heads of slaves below. It appeared that the crowd on deck formed 
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one- third only of the cargo, two-thirds being stowed in a sitting posture below, 
between decks ; the men forward, the women aft. Two hundred and seventy- 
four were at this moment in the little schooner. When captured, three hundred 
and fifteen had been found on board ; forty had died during the voyage from 
the old Calabar, where she had been captured by His Majesty's ship> ^ Fair 
Rosamond,' and one had drowned himself on arrival, probably in fear of being 
* jammed' by the English. It was not, however, until the second visit, on the 
following day, that the misery which reigns in a sLave-ship was fully understood. 
** The rjuny season had commenced, and, during the night, tain had poured 
heavily down. Nearly a hundred slaves had been exposed to the weather on 
cleck, and amongst them the heap of dying skeletons at the foremast. After 
making my way through the clustered mass of women on the quarter-deck, 
I discovered the j^lave-captain, who had also been part owner, comfort- 
ably asleep in his cot, undisturbed by the horrors around him. The captives 
^were now counted ,* their numbers, sex, and age, written down for the informa- 
tion of the Court of Mixed Commission. The task was repulsive. As the hold 
had been divided for the separation of the men and the women, those on deck 
■were first counted ; they were then driven forward, crowded as much as pos- 
sible, and the women were drawn up through the small hatchway, from their 
hot, dark confinement. A black boatswain seized them one by one, dragging 
them before us for a moment, when the proper officer in a glance decided the 
age, whether above or under fourteen, and they were instantly swung again by 
the arm into their loathsome cell, where another negro boatswain sat with a 
whip or stick, and forced them to resume the bent and painful attitude necessary 
for the stowage of so large a number. The unfortunate women and girls, in 
general, submitted with quiet resignation, when absence of disease, and the use 
of their limbs permitted. A month had made their condition famiUar to them ; 
one or two were less philosophical, or suffered more acutely than the rest. Their 
shrieks rose faintly from their hidden prison, as violent compulsion alone 
squeezed them into their nook against the curve of the ship's side. I attempted 
to descend, in order to see the accommodation. The height between the floor 
and ceiling was about twenty-two inches. The agony of the position of the 
crouching slaves may be imagined, especially that of the men, whose heads and 
necks are bent down by the boarding above them. Once so fixed, relief by 
motion or change of posture is unattainable. The body frequently stiffens into 
a permanent curve; and, in the streets of Freetown, I have seen liberated 
slaves in every conceivable state of distortion. One I remember, who trailed 
along his body, with his back to the ground, by means of his hands and ankles. 
Many can never resume the upright posture." 

That such horrible scenes of misery and .cruelty should produce the 
most dreadful mortality amongst the negroes, is to be expected ; but the 
following details will show a loss of life exceeding all anticipation. The 
diseases from which the negroes suffer most are small-pox, dysentery, 
scurvy, and ophthalmia. 

The mortality on board slave-ships is not unfrequently almost incre- 
dible. Take, for instance, the following cases : — 

" 1835. February.-— The ' Formidable,' Spanish brig, 200 tons. The prize- 
master, Mr. Halcrow, second acting-master of the ' Buzzard,* deposed in the 
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CoiiiiiiiaBioii CaurtSy that, ' on tho 17th day of December, last past, there were 
712 slaves on board the ' Formidable ;' that, subsequent to the seizure of the 
said biig, 904 slaves died ! that of that number six threw themselves overboard, 
and were drowned ; 150, or thereabouts, died, from the said brig having been 
struck by lightning, on the 28th day of December last past, and from the e£fect 
of the shock, which descended from the fore and main hatchways (ten of them 
dying instantly); and that the remainder of the d04 slaves cUed from bowel 
complaints.' * 

** 1835. February. — ^The < Sutil' Spanish slave-schooner, seventy-seven Bpamsb 
tons, captured by the ' Pelorus,' took on board S36 slaves in Calabar river, 
twenty-seven of whom died on the night she left that river, and seventy-nine 
more before she arrived at Sierra Leone, making a total of 106 deaths, within 
fifty days ; and eighteen more died before condemnation. 

'' 1835. March.^The ' Minerva,' alias ' Santa Ana,' Spanish Polacca, bark, took 
725 slaves on board in the Calabar, 186 of whom died on the passage from Cala- 
bar to Sierra Leone, two were in a dying state on her arrival, and twenty more 
died before adjudication. 

'^ 1885. May. — The * Marte,' Spanish brig, shipped upwards of 600 slaves at 
Loango, on the 25th February, 1835 ; and was captured by the * Skipjack' on 
the 8th April, vnth 442 slaves on board. On the 19th April, 403, all that re- 
mained alive, were landed at the Havannah ; thus, upwards of 200 deaths appear 
to have occurred from the time of shipping this cargo of human beings, to the 
time of landing them, showing a loss of one-third of their number in forty-seven 
days! 

**1835. December. — The * Diligencia,' Spanish schooner, captured by His 
Majesty's ship, 'Champion,* shipped 210 slaves at Mayumba, 21st October, 
1835. Of these, only 120 remained alive on the 12th December, when she was 
brought into the Havannah, more than half the number shipped having died in 
forty-three days !" 



THE SLAVE'S STORY. 

BY A MAN WHO HAS BERN A SLAVE. 

(From the Liberator,) 

Ma. Johnson, a colored man, was introduced, who said he could tell some- 
thing about slavery. He knew what it was : — " 1 was bom in Africa, several 
hundred miles up the Gambia river. Fine country dat ; but we are called 
heathen in dis Christian — ^no, I don't know what to call it — in dis enlightened 
heathen country (Laughter). But the villagers in that country are very kind. 
When you go into house, first question is, have you had any thing to eat ? 
Bring water, you wash, and den eat much you want; and all you got do is tank 
them for it — not one fip you pay. If you arc sick, nurse you, and make you 
well — ^not one fip you pay. If you want clothing, one woman put in two knots 
warp, one put in two knots filling, and so on ; den men weave it, and you cut 
just such garment you like — not one fip you pay. (Applause.) 

• Parliamentary Papers^ Class A. 1835, p. 50. 
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" When I was nine years old, I was out with my aunt to get figs ; figs grow 
wild in dat country, I had to crawl amongst do bushes ; when all at once 1 
feel spmething pull my leg. I look around and could see no aunt, nothing but 
izian of my own color; and I never seed njy aunt since, Dis man took me to 
l^lassuxdoo (Mesurado 1) First white man I ever see was Capt Boss, of New- 
port, R. I,, and I tot he was de devil (Laughter). My own color told me he was 
& man, but I could not believe it. I was brought to Savannah. I could not eat 
oora-meal, not used to it; so I have little bit rice, and little homony; then go 
out every day to plunder (get something to eat). Dis kept me from. being sold, 
till, being the last one, Capt. Boss look for me two days ; den said, you mustn't 
go away to-day; gave me all rice I wanted; set me upon table like dat 
^pointing). Capt. Boss talk to people ; dey look at me, and feel of me. By 
and by man wid mallet begin to talk and swing his mallet ; dey talk once in 
"while ; he jabber, jabber, jabber, I no understand ; den he fetch his mallet 
down, and all stop. Capt. Boss said, you go wid dat man- My master was 
Com. Bowen. He was more father than master. He always said he should set 
me free before he died. But he died soon, and I was left by will to his 
nephew. Judge Bowen, from Providence, with instructions that I should be free 
as soon I couKl take care of myself. But not to dwell, I was in slavery." A 
deep emotion was produced in the audience by this simple narrative. 

He stated some of his experience and observation of the evils of slavery. 
^^ One day my master was dining with a gentleman who had a wife as black as 
dat hat. A young colored woman, as likely for her color as any lady in dis 
assembly (a laugh), waited on table. She happened to spill a little gravy on 
the gown of her mistress. The gentleman took his carving-knife, dragged her 
out to wood pile, and cut^her head off; den wash his hands, come in and finish 
his dinner like nothing had happened! Do you call dat a Christian country? 
I never saw tJie like in Africa. My master dropped his knife and fork, and eat 
no more. The court was sitting ; he was tiien a lawyer. He told the thing to 
several, but they only said, ^ That is a Northern man, he ain't used to our cus- 
toms ; let him take himself back again, if he don't like our ways.' 

'' I have seen a Christian professor, after the communion, have four slaves tied 
together, and whipped raw, and then washed with beef brine. I know eight 
slaves once shut up in a barn one night, to be whipped next morning ; it was 
winter, and they all escaped the lash, for they died ! I have known a man offer 
five hundred dollars for shooting a slave for going to meeting. I knew one 
Tom Buckine, he was whipped a hundred and fifty lashes, every Monday, and 
washed with brine, for going to meeting. But that did not stop liim ; directly 
he was whipped, he would jump over fence, and pray for his master. 

" It is common for the slaves to have ^ stents,' and if you no do them, you 
get whip. If child cries, and mother has to stop to nurse it, and so the row 
gets behind, the husband helps it along, to keep whip off wife's back, and fre- 
quently gets it on his own ; for who could see a woman whipped for taking 
care of his own child (enpiotion). Slavery is most cruekst ting in de worW* 
Mr. J. here expatiated very sensibly upon the peculiar evils of slavery in this 
country, and very suddenly pointed to Mr. Garrison, and said, '^ Dat man is de 
Moses raised up for our deliverance "J( tremendous applause). The reporter did 
not perceive the connexion of his narrative of events in Boston with those of 
his previous life. He said, one night as he was going over to Cambridge, he 
stopped at the toll-bridge, and got into conversation with a man about the diifi- 

L I. 



258 The Britiih Deputation. 

culty of getting pay for certain medical prescriptions^ on account of not being a 
licensed physician. This man told him an easier way to get money. " I can 
tell you how you can make five thousand dollars easily." He took the hint 
(reference was had to the reward for Mr. Garrison's head), and replied — *'I 
would not be the man to do that^ I would defend him with my blood ; I would 
wear a sword^.and cut the man's head off who should offer to touch him." 

He also stated some anecdotes of "Walker's Appeal." " I lent it to a man. 
He said, * I have read your book.' Well how you like ! ' 0, veiy well, all 
but — \ Well, bring your ' buts' to me ; I've got an axe to chop them off" 
(laughter). He afterwards lent it to a Mr. Welch, who also liked it "all but/' 
He proposed the same disposition of his difficulty. Mr. W. also said, *^He 
(Walker) wants to shed blood." He then had this argument with W : — 

" Wa'n't you a transport ?" 

" No." 

" Well, your fathers were — banished to an island — dare not go back— death ; 
came to this country; they (English) wanted to put them under 'injunction/ 
Now, how did you get liberty?" 

" Our fathers fmight for it." 

" Were you Christians ?" 

" Yes." 

" What ! and fought for liberty ? — God forbid (Applause) ! O, tread on an 
insect, and if it can do nothing more, he will bite your foot (Applause) . I will 
contend for liberty as long as I live (Applause). This day we are met to help 
the liberty of the slaves. Some say that they had rather be slaves than free. 
What ! if you had a horse would you give him a pint of com a day ; can a man 
be content wid dat ? Oh ! how many children, boy like dat, go to master's 
crib every Saturday night, and draw out two quarts com for a week. Man and 
wife draw half a bushel, and two or three herring. What, if you hold 'em up 
in tumb and finger, de wind would blow 'em away, so salt eaten. Masters often 
give servant ninepence to get food for dog; yes, he would pay dog's board, but 
* leave slave to take care of himself. 

The narrator was requested to give an account of his escape from slavery. It 
would appear that Judge Bowen, in some way, took law, in reference to certain 
blacks, and in their behalf, into his own hands, so as to offend his fellow-judge ; 
and matters came to such a pass, that Judge B. drew a pistol upon him in the 
court-house. " They had an * insurrection ' in court," said Mr. J. (his manner, 
and previous references to "insurrection" caused a great laugh) ; His difficulties 
finally compelled him to come to his native north. The narrator was brought 
along, though still held as a slave. The story became still more interesting and 
amnsing, so that the reporters dropped their pens, and enjoyed the sallies of his 
wit with the audience. 



THE BRITISH DEPUTATION. 

By the American " Emancipator," we learn that Messrs. Sturge and 
Scobell, who have been through the West India Islands to witness the 
working of the apprenticeship scheme, are expected in New York, to be 
present at the next Annual Meeting of the Anti-Slavery Society, to be 
held in that city in May. 
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FEMALE SLAVES IN INDIA. 
(From Bacon's Hindostan,) 

Upon our return to our tents/ he says, 'we found there a man waiting 
our arrival with a very different sort of merchandise to any we had hitherto 
seen. He had with him two young girls^ whom he had brought down 
from the Punjab^ and these he was anxious to dispose of as slaves ; offer- 
ing the eldest, who was the least comely of the two^ and about sixteen 
years of age^ for one hundred and fifty rupees ; and the other, who had 
really some pretensions to beauty, and was younger by about four years, 
for two hundred. The poor little things, putting their hands before them, 
in attitude of supplication, begged earnestly that we would purchase 
them, declaring that other^vise they should starve, and vowing to be 
faithful and obedient to us. Finding that we were not inclined to 
become purchasers, the man took them away, and the same proffer was 
made at every tent : they were ultimately purchased by a native gentle, 
man, residing in the neighbourhood of Delhi^ for about half the sums 
above-mentioned. This traffic in slaves is considered to have been long 
since abolished, but it is still surreptitiously practised throughout the 
upper provinces, and at any of these fairs, girls ^ may be purchased ; they 
are generally from Georgia, Cashmeir, Kabul, the Punjab, or Moultan. 

One of my servants, a Musselman, had a slave-girl, whom he had pur- 
chased for the sum of twenty-four rupees, about £2. Her history, as far 
as she was herself acquainted with it, is a very romantic one, and the 
reader will perhaps excuse my giving a slight sketch of it, whjch may be 
condensed in a very few pages. 

The name of the girl was Rahmea ; she was handsome, not more than 
seventeen or eighteen years of age, a native of Almora; her parents 
were not Ghoorkas, as might be thence naturally inferred, but settlers 
from some large town upon the banks of the Ghinab, in the district of 
Kishtawar ; the girl herself was ignorant of the name of the town. Her 
mother had been exceedingly beautiful, and, though poor by birth, had 
been exalted to great honour and dignity, as the wife, or favourite con- 
cubine, of a petty Rajah, who, by virtue of his comparative wealth, was 
looked upon as the principal man of the town ; but he was a dissipated, 
debauched ' character, according to his wife's account, and she, therefore, 
thought it no sin to decamp from his bed and board, and furnish herself 
with a more sober, though less consequential, lord and master : and being 
in fear of vengeance from him upon whom she had turned her back, she 
quitted the neighbourhood and fled with her new spouse to Almora* 
Here they continued to live in peace and happiness for several years, 
having a bond of unity in the existence of a little daughter, who was con- 
sidered the beauty of the place. 
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When the danghter had arrived at the age of ten years^ she "was one day 
playing^ with others .of her acquaintance, in the neighbonrhood of the 
temples, when she was accosted by an old man^ in the guise of &Jakhir, 
who asked her many questions about her father and mother^ their names 
and history; the child unhesitatingly gave the religious man all the 
information in her possession^ and further told him that her faither lay at 
home sick of an ague^ which no medicine would cure. Upon this^ the 
holy professor tendered his services, and was gladly conducted by the little 
girl to the habitation of her parents, who, unsuspicious of evU, thankfully 
received the advice and remedies which he proffered them. 

The drugs having been admmistered, the symptoms of the patient grew 
more and more alarming ; but the loving pair were comforted by the^a^. 
hir's assurances, that all would be well, and that a very few hours would 
suffice to free the sufferer from his malady. In company with the beau- 
tiful matron, — ^who, contrary to the general rule among eastern women, 
was still fascinating even though she had been ten years a mother, and 
twice a wife — ^the disinterested old priest sat and watched the sick man, 
giving him from time to time fresh draughts to quench hi& thirst ; until 
at last, as midnight approached, the patient declared his conviction that 
life was fast ebbing, and would no longer credit the assurances of his phy- 
sician. The old stranger was still arguing the point with him, when sud- 
denly the poor man^s features became dreadfully convulsed, and after lin- 
gering ,about an hour in the most exquisite torment, he expired, affirming 
with his last breath that the fakhir had poisoned him. 

*^ £ven so," said the disguised Rajah, for it was he, the lady's former 
lord ; '* even so ; I have poisoned you : would that your pangs had been 
doubly, ay, ten-fold more excruciating I And, now, Luchmi,'* said he, 
turning to his quondam love, *' what better fate do you expect from your 
injured master? Your nose is my first demand, and your matchless 
daughter is the next ;" and then, at his command, the hut was immedi- 
ately filled mth armed men. 

The beautiful Luchmi was gagged, and bound; and her ruthless captor, 
with his own hand, severed her nose from her face ; she was then placed 
on horse-back, under the charge of one of the Rajah's followers, and was 
conveyed away, the daughter knew not whither ; certainly with no very 
happy purpose, for nothing of love or tenderness was seen in the tyrant^s 
bearing. There can be little doubt that, if suffered to live, she must 
have been confined for life, her only lot protracted misery ; but there is 
better reason to believe that the ruffian would have destroyed her, when 
the heat of his reproaches and abuse had in a measure evaporated. 

As for the poor child, Rahmea^ she was carried to the Rajah's zeiiana, 
and continued for a few months an unwilling concubine df the murderer 
of her father ; but having made more than a few attempts at self-destruc- 
tion, she was ultimately cast adrift upon the wide world, with no for- 
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tune but her native eomehness. This gave her value in the eyes of one of 
the Rajah's dependents^ who obtained permission to take her into his 
house ; and business soon after carrying him to Delhi^ he disposed of her 
to my servant^ Secundur Kahn, for the trifle abovementioned^ being 
wearied of the poor girl's unbending indifference^ 

At the time that Secundur Kahn related this tal^ to me^ the girl had 
become greatly attached to her master^ havSng been with him about six 
years^ and being the mother of three fi^e children t I expressed a wish 
to see her^ and my derVsint instantly compHed. She was quite as hand- 
sCMttte as he had described her ; biit t could elicit from her no intelligible 
relies to my inquiries, touching her history^ or that of her mother* This 
apparently did not arise from shyness or stupidity^ but from a disinclina- 
tion to converse upon the subject with a strangef » tod therefore I finrebor^ 
to probe her further. 



MMHata^ 



NARfeAtltE OF CHARLES BALL, 

WHt) LIVBD FORTY ¥£ARS AS A 8LAVB IN MARYLAND, SOVtH CAROLINA^ 

AND GEORGIA. 

Thb above is the title of a volume just issued from the New York 
press, the contents of which are amongst the most affecting records of human 
guilt and misery we have ever perused. The style of the extracts which 
we shall make will sufficiently show that the book was not written by the 
slave whose sufferings it narrates. The facts were received &om his lips^ 
and prepared for the public, by one in whose integrity unbounded confi. 
deuce may be placed. 

FifiSt SEPARATION FBOM HIS MOTHBR. 

At the time 1 wad sold I was quite naked, having never had any clothes in 
my life ; but my new master had brought with him a child's frock, or wrapper, 
belofiging to ofle of his own cbildten ; aird, after he purchased me, he dressed 
me in this galrmest, took me before him on bis hon^e, and started home; but my 
poor mother, when she saw me leading her for the last titne, ran after me, took 
me down from the horse^ ddiiped me in her arms, and wept loudly and bitterly 
over me. My master seemed to pity her, and endeavoured to doothe her distress 
by telling her that he wonld be a good master to me, and that t should not want 
any thing. She then, still holding me in her arms, walked along the road beside 
the horse, as he moved slowly, and earnestly and imploringly besought my 
master to buy her and the rest of her children, and not permit them to be carried 
away by the negro buyers ; but, whilst thus entreating him to save her and her 
family, the slave-driver who had first bought her came ririining iti pursuit of her 
with a raw hide in his hand. When he overtook us, he told her he was her 
new master now, and ordered her to give that little negro to its owner, and 
come back with him. 

My mother then turned to him and cried, " Oh, master, do not take me from 
my child !" Without nmking any reply, he gave her t^o or thtee heavy blows 
on the shoulder with his raw hide, snatched me from het arms, handed me to 
my master, and, seizing her by bne atm, dragged her back towards the place of 
sale. My master then quickened the pace of his horse ; and, as we advanced, 
the cries of my poor parent became more and more indistinct. At length, th^y 
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died away in the distance, and I never again faeaid the voice of my poor 
motber. Young as I was, the horrors of that day sank deeply into my heart ; 
and even at this time, though half a century has elapsed, the terrors of the 
scene returned with painful vividness upon my memory. Frightened at the 
sight of the cruelties inflicted upon my poor mother, I forgot my own sorrows 
at parting from her, and clung to my new master as an angel and a saviour, 
when compared with the hardened fiend into whose power she had fallen. She 
had been a kind and good motiher to me — had warmed me in her bosom in the 
cold nights of winter, and had dten divided the 8canty4>ittance of food allowed 
her by her mistress between my brothers, and sisters, and me, and gone supper- 
less to bed herseUl Whatever victuals she could obtain beyond the coarse 
food, salt fish, and com bread allowed to slaves on the Patuxent and Potomac 
rivers, she carefully distributed among her children, and treated us with all the 
tenderness which her own miserable condition would permit. I have no doubt 
that she was chained and driven to Carolina, and toiled out the residue of a 
forlorn and famished existence in the rice-swamps or indigo-fields of the South. 
My father never recovered from the effects of the shock which this sudden 
and overwhelming ruin of his family gave him. He had formerly been of a gay, 
social temper; and when he came to see us on a Saturday night, he always 
brought us a little present, such as the means of a poor slave would allow — 
apples, melons, sweet potatoes, or, if he could procure nothing else, a little 
parched com, which tasted better in our cabin, because he had brought it in. 

SEPARATION FROM HIS FAMILY. 

After the subject of this narrative had been married, and become the 
fiather of a family, a separation from his wife and family was caused, as 
described below. In reading these extracts, let it be remembered that 
they describe some of those '' circumstances" which always have been, 
and always will be, necessarily connected with a state of slavery ; and 
yet we are told that '^ slavery may and does exist, under circumstances 
which free the slaveholder from the guilt and charge of immorality !" 

My master kept a store at a small village on the bank of the Patuxent river, 
called B — , although he resided at some distance^ on a farm. One mornings 
he rose early, and ordered me to take a yoke of oxen and go to the village, to 
bring home a cart which was there, saying he would follow me. He arrived at 
the village soon after I did, and took his breakfast with his store-keeper. He 
then told me to come into the house and get my breakfast. Whilst I was eating- 
in the kitchen, I observed him talking eamestly, but lowly, to a stranger near 
the kitchen-door. I soon after went out, and hitched my oxen to the cart, and 
was about to drive ofi*, when several men came round about me, and amongst 
them the stranger whom I had seen speaking with my master. This roan came 
up to me, and, seizing me by the collar, shook me violently, saying I was his 
property, and must go with him to Georgia. At the soimd of these words, the 
thoughts of my wife and children rushed across my mind, and my heart died 
away within me. I saw and knew that my case was hopeless, and that resist- 
ance was vain, as there were near twenty persons present, all of whom were 
ready to assist the man by whom I was kidnapped. I felt incapable of weeping 
or speaking, and in my despair I laughed loudly. My purchaser ordered me to 
cross my hands behind, which were quickly bound with a strong cord ; and he 
then told me that we must set out that very day for the South. I asked if I 
could not be allowed to go to sec my wife and children, or, if this oould not be 
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peraiitted^ if they might not have leave to come and see me ; but was told that 
I would be able to get another wife at Georgia* 

My new master, whose name I did not hear, took me that same day across 
the Paluxent, where I joined fifty-one other slaves, whom he had bouglit in 
Maryland. Thirty-two of these were men, and nineteen were women. The 
women were merely tied together with a rope about the size of a bed-cord, 
which was tied like a halter round the neck of each ; but the men, of whom I 
was the stoutest and strongest, were very difierenlly caparisoned. A strong 
iron collar was closely fitted, by means of a padlock, round each of our necks. 
A chain of iron, about a hundred feet in length, was passed through the hasp of 
each padlock, except at the two ends, where the hasps of the padlocks passed 
through a link of the chain. In addition to^this, we were handcuffed in pairs, 
with iron staples and bolts, with a short chain, about a foot long, uniting the 
handcuffs and their wearers in pairs. In this manner we were chained alter- 
nately by the right and left hand ; and the poor man to whom I was thus 
ironed wept like an infant when the blacksmith, with his heavy hammer, 
fastened the ends of the bolts that kept the staples from slipping from our arms. 
For my own part, I felt indifferent to my fate. It appeared to me that the 
worst had come that could come, and that no change of fortime could harm me. 

CASE OF A SLAVE MOTHER. 

As we went out in the morning, I observed several women, who carried their 
young children in their arms to the field. These mothers laid their children at 
the side of the fence, or imder the shade of the cotton plants, whilst they were 
at work ; and when the rest of us went to get water, they would go to give suck 
to their children, requesting some one to bring them water in gourds, which they 
were careful to carry to the field with them. One young woman did not, like 
the others, leave her child at the end of the row, but had contrived a sort of rude 
knapsack, made of a piece of coarse linen cloth, in which she fastened her child, 
which was very young, upon her back — and in this way carried it all day, and 
performed her task at the hoe with the other people. ■*. -^ 

I pitied this woman ; and as we were going home at night, I came near her, 
and spoke to hear. Perceiving as soon as she spoke, that she had not been 
brought up amongst the slaves of this plantation — for her language was different 
from theirs —I asked her why she did not do as the other women did, and leave 
her child at the end of the row in the shade. " Indeed," said she, " I cannot 
leave my child in the weeds amongst the snakes. What would be my feelings 
if I should leave it there, and a scorpion were to bite it ? Besides, my child 
cries so piteously when I leave it alone in the field, that I cannot bear to hear 
it. Poor thing ! I wish we were both in the grave, where all sorrow is forgotten !" 

I asked this woman, who did not appear to be more than twenty years old 
how long she had been here, and where she came from. " I have been here, ' 
said she, *' almost two years — and came from the Eastern Shore. I once lived 
as well as any lady in Maryland, I was born a slave in the family of a gentle- 
man whose name was Le Compt. My master was a man of property — ^lived on 
his estate, and entertained much company. My mistress, who was very kind to 
me, made me her nurse, when I was about ten years old, and put me to live 
vnth her own children. I grew up amongst her daughters, not as their equal and 
companion, but as a favoured and indulged servant. I was always well dressed 
and received a portion of all the delicacies of their table. I wanted nothing, 
and had not the trouble of providing even for myself. I believe there was 
not a happier being in the world than I was. At present none can be more 
wretched." 
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After ffivinff an account of previous hardsbips and perils^ and how she 
was final^ kicbiapped and carried off^ she thus concludes her story : 

' When we commenced our journey for the South, we were about sixty in 
number. The men were chained together, but the women were all left quite at 
liberty. At the end of three weeks, we reached Savannah river, opposite the 
town of Augusta, where we were sold out by our owner. Our present niaster 
was there, and purchased me and another women, who has been at work in the 
field to-day. 

"Soon after I was brought home, the overseer compelled me to be married to 
a man I did not like. He is a native of Africa, and still retains the manners and 
religion of his country. He has not been with us to-day, as he is sick and under 
the care of the doctor. T must hasten home to get my supper, and go to rest — 
and glad I should be if I were never to rise again. 

" I have several times been whipped unmercifully, because I was not strong 
enough to do as much work with the hoe as the other women — who have lived 
all their lives on this plantation, and have been accustomed from their infancy to 
work in the field. 

" For a long time after I was brought here, I thought it would be impossible 
for me to live on the coarse and scanty food with which we are supplied. When 
I contrast my former happiness with my present misery, I pray for death to de- 
liver me from my sufierings." 

The Ncurative gives an account of the death of this poor woman, which 
took place soon after the conversation above described. 

CAT HAULING. 

He was on a journey with his master, and at a place where they stopped 
over night, he describes a case of cat-hauling. A whole gang of slaves 
had been flogged to make one of them confess that he had stolen a hog. 
Finally, one was fixed upon as the culprit, and the following method 
taken for his punishment :— 

A boy was then ordered to get up, run to the house, and bring a cat, wliich 
was soon produced. The cat, which was a large grey tom-cat, was then taken 
by the well-dressed gentleman, and placed upon the bare back of the prostrate 
black man, near the shoulder, and forcibly dragged by the tail down the back, 
And along the bare thighs of the sufferer. The cat sunk his nails into the flesh, 
and tore ofi* pieces of the skin with his teeth. The man roared with tiie pain of 
this punishment, and would have rolled along the ground, had he not been held 
in his place by the force of four other slaves, each one of whom confined a hand 
or a foot. As soon as the cat was drawn from him, the man said he would tell 
who stole the hog, and confessed that he and several others, three of whom were 
then holding, had stolen the hog — ^killed, dressed, and eaten it. In return for 
this confession, the overseer said he should have another touch of the cat, which 
was again drawn along his back, not as before, from the head do vm wards, but 
from below the hips to the head. The man was then permitted to rise, and each 
of those who had been named by him as a participator in stealing the hog, was 
compelled to lie down, and have the cat twice dravni along his back — ^first down- 
wards, and then upwards. After the termination of this punishment, each of 
the suflerers was washed with salt water by a black woman, and they were then 
•all dismissed. 

This was the most excruciating punishment that I ever saw inflicted on black 
people — and, in my opinion, it is very dangerous, for the claws of the cat arc 
poisonous, and wounds made by them are very subject to inflammation. 
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TO THE SECRETARIES OF COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS. 

It is requested that tliose Associations, which^ in their annual meetings 
Ut this season of the year, have passed resolutions on the subject of 
American Slavery, would have the kindness to transmit a copy of them to 
the Editor of this magazine through the medium of the publisher* 
One hundred copies of this publication are gratuitously forwarded to the 
Secretary of the American Anti-Slavery Society, with a request that he 
would take the charge of conveying a copy to each of the Auxiliary 
Anti-Slavery Societies, and the editors of liberal and anti-slavery news-- 
papers throughout the states, so that whatever of British feeling may be 
expressed on occasion of these County Associations will be conveyed, 
without any trouble or expense, directly to the parties for whom they arc 
intended. 

To encourage this expression of British feeling, and to show its im*. 
portant bearing oil the all-absorbing topic of slavery among professing 
Christians, we have been favoured with a copy of the following letter 
from the President of the American Anti-slavery Society, addressed to 
Oeoroe Thompson, Esq., which we have great pleasure in laying before 

our readers. 

To George Thompson, Esq. 

"Dear Sir, 
** For yourself, you know too well the value of British sympathy and 
co-operation to the cause of emancipation on this side of the water, to 
need any fresh assurances from us to urge you forward in your most use- 
ful and successful labours. But in the feilure of the mission which we 
hoped to have sent to Europe before the present time, it is due to you, and 
the friend* of universal emancipation to whom you have access^ that we 

u u 



266 C6unl%f Associations* 

should not neglect ibis means of acknowledging our indebtedness for tfae 
multiplied^ cordial, and unreserved ' Godspeeds/ which your exertions 
have called forth from British freemen. The resolutions of public meet- 
ings in England and Scotland, the results of the debate at Glasgow, and 
the numerous memorials and remonstrances of your religious bodies sent 
to similar bodies in our country^ tc^ether with the righteous resolution of 
some of them not to extend Christian fellowship to slaveholders, hare 
greatly aided us in promoting that reformation of public sentiment here 
which it is our object to effect. The freedom or slavery of two and a half 
millions of our countrymen is not a national but a human question. It 
interests the friends of freedom in all nations, and the more from the un- 
hallowed connexion of slavery with republican institutions, %nd reformed 
Christianity. With all our outcry against * foreign interference/ reflect. 
lug men among us do not fail to see, that Briti^ freemen have a right to 
interfere, both on account of the injury which slavery does them, and the 
power they may exert against it. No crime is more completely under the 
sway of public opinion than slaveholding. Its existence depends upon 
the countenance and support which it receives from the people of non- 
■laveholdtng countries. To say nothing of the practicability and effective- 
ness of a physical embargo, the slavery of our country needs only be put 
under the moral embargo of the civilized worlds to be eons^ed to its 
grave: Of this our slaveholding fellow-citixens have betrayed themselves 
conscious. They well know that their inheritance of blood must fall from 
their grasp as soon as the English language comes to make slavehMittg 
synonymous with tobhery^ And where shall our common mother tongue 
be rectified, if not at the fountain-head ? 

'* We entreat the philanthropists of Britain not to grow weary. Let 
them hold up the horrors of American slavery till the desired diange 
shall be effected. It will not be time for them to give over their public 
meetings, their remonstrances, their faithful reproofs, their deadly 
thrusts at slavery and prejudice, in every newspaper, magazine, review, 
and literary work, till southern travellers, who flock to your shores, shall 
find slaveholding no better passport to good British Society, than forgery' 
and highway robbery. And we entreat our British brethren »ot to foi^et 
our American prejncMee against color-^the annour*bearer. of slavery^ 1^ 
it not alone till its shame is equal to its sin. 

*' If any argument were needed to give force* to these su^estions, it 
would be abundantly sufficient to say that your magnanimous and expan. 
sive efforts for the overthrow of the trans-ocean slave-trade must be in a 
great measure fruitless, till the accomplishment of our object closes the 
market. 

*' We repeat, the noble attitude of British Christians in their memorials 
imd remonstrances already forwarded to this country, has been of incal- 
culable service to oiir cause. It has contributed largdiy to bring bade om* 
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tlorthem churches from the support of slavery-— especially of the Baptist^ 
Presbyteriau^ Congregational, and Methodist denoaninationso^multitudes 
from these diurches during the past year have been flocking to our 
standard, and the churches themselves are fast coming up to the position 
df nmi^fdlowship with slaveholders. 

'' We entreat you, beloved fellowJabourer in the cause of the despised 
und down-trodden to take to yourself the fullest assurance that your self- 
denying and abundant labours are producing glorious results, and that 
you are no more absent from our thoughts and affections while pleading 
for our outraged clients and ourselves in your own land^ than you were 
while so powerfully advocating die same cause in ours. Suffer not the 
thought to enter your heart that we ^rink from the obloquy which attaches 
to your aid as ' foreign interference/ We set no value up(»i that national 
prejudice which would bar out the benign and liberalizing influences of 
truth, as you well know we 60 by that other prejudice, of kindred mean* 
ness, which would limit the blessings of frete institutions and gospel pri- 
vileges by the colour of the skin. Did we not feel the aid and sympathy 
of British Christians to be of vital importance to our success, we could 
not for a moment tolerate your absence from the United States, where 
many would now listen to you with delight who once encouraged th^ 
ahameful violence which sought to drive you from our shores. 

** With fraternal regard, in behalf of the Executive Committee 

of the American Anti-slavery Society, 

« ARTHUR TAPPAN, President. 



FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE. 
No. III. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

Wb notice the efforts made for the suppression of the slave-trade in the 
M>uthem part of the American continent before that of the northern, be- 
cause the feelings excited in the two oases, are essentially different, and 
we teserve the most revolting for the last. It ought to be recollected 
that in most of the newly-formed states of South America, there is so 
little consolidation in their political institutions ; so feeble and inefficient 
a connexion between the legislative and executive departments of their 
respective governments, that to enact right and equitable laws, and place 
them upon their statute-books, is almost all they are able to accomplish. 
When these laws contravene the established customs and private interests 
of individuals, they wiH almost of neoeitoity be resisted or avoided; Uie 
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cupidity of the man will triumph over his alliance to the state ; ^nd tlu» 
government^ having no power to enforce its laws^ they will be so often 
violated as to make them a mere dead letter — ^a rule for^the judgment, 
rather than the practice. 

Though a regard to justice may draw this apology from us in reference 
to some of the governments of South America, yet in others there is too 
manifest an indication that they regard all n^odation ynXh other states 
about the slave-trade as an affair of diplomacy rather than of practice ^ 
a token of homage and respect to governments with which they wish to 
maintain terms of amicable intercourse, rather than a matter of practical 
reform among their own people. Still, to have the laws of these various 
nations, many of whom had been cradled and educated in slavery, look in 
a right direction, is an important point gained ; and will be found so, 
when the tide of abolition sentiments shall come to be mmre thorougUy 
understood and more generally felt. To adapt the practice in conformity 
with the laws of any kingdom, is mudi easier than to change both law 
and custom. 

The powers in South America with which the British government have 
entered into negociations for the suppression of slavery and the slave-trade, 
ere the following : — 

Brazil, in consequence of its former intimate connexion with the crown of 
Portugal, has been classed with the powers of Europe. 

Mexico, — ^The supreme executive government of Mexico passed a decree, 
dated 13th July, 1824, by which the slave-trade is abolished ; every ship, whe- 
ther national or foreign, arriving in their ports, is confiscated; the guilty parties 
made liable to a punishment of ten years' imprisonment, and all the slaves on 
board declared ipso facto free. 

Rio de la Plata. — By the 14th article of a treaty made between Great Britain 
and the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata, ratified on the 19th of February^ 
1825, the government of those Provinces engaged to co-operate with this Coun- 
try in its endeavours to abolish the slave-trade, and to prohibit in the most 
effectual manner, and by the most solemn laws, all persons residing in the 
United Provinces, or subject to its jurisdiction, from taking any part in the same. 

Pemambuco, — The President of Pernarobnco, issued an Edict in July, 1824, 
by which the slave-trade was suspended, until the Legislative Assembly should 
liave finally determined the question. 

Peru, — On the 12th of August, 1821, the government of Peru issued a Decree 
for the gradual abolition of slavery itself, by which it is declared, that aU sons of 
slaves, bom and to be born on the Peruvian territory from the 28th of July, 1821, 
shall be free^ and shall enjoy the same rights as other Peruvian citizens. The 
British Consul at Peru has been instructed by Lord Palmerston, in a despatch, 
dated 13th of November, 1835, to negociate a treaty with that government for 
the abolition of the slave-trade. 

Venezuela, — Similar instructions have been sent to our Consul at this place. 

Chili. — On the llUi of October, 1811, the Supreme National Congress of ChiK 
*'' reselved and decreed, that from that day, no slave should be brought into 
Chili; and that all slaves, being on their passage to countries where slavery 
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subsists, Vho should happen for any reason to remain in Chili for six inonths^ 
should become and be, ipso facto, free." And it was further " resolved and de- 
creeds that all children bom of slaves from the date above-men tioned^ should be free." 

JSuenos Ayres, — On the 14th of May^ 1812, the Cabildo published the Superior 
Decree of the government of Buenos Ayres, of the 9th of April preceding, which 
absolutely prohibits the introduction of slaves into the United Provinces. The 
2nd article orders the immediate departure of all slaves which may arrive within 
one year from the 25th of May, 1812 ; and the third article decrees freedom to 
sXL such as may arrive after that period. 

This Decree is followed by another, dated 2nd February, 1818, by which all 
the children of slaves are declared and holden to be free, who shall be bom 
from and after the 31st of January, 1813. By a law of the 15th of Noveiyber, 
1824, the trading in slaves was declared to be piracy. In 1831, however, this 
law was in part annulled, and permission was given for the introduction of slaves 
in the class of servants^ — a permission, which it will readily be believed, was 
soon abundantly abused. The British Consul at Buenos Ayres was not slow in 
making strong remonstrances upon the subject ; and in November, 1833, a De- 
cree was issued, the first article of which is as follows : — " The enactments pro- 
hibiting the traffic are declared to be in full vigour, more especially the law of 
the 15th of November, 1824.*' By a despatch from the British Consul, dated 
15th of November, 1835, it appears, he was engaged in negociating a Conven- 
tion with the government of Buenos Ayres, for the more effectual suppression of 
-the slave-trade. 

Columbia, — On the 19th of July, 1821, the Congress of Columbia passed a law 
for the manumission of slaves, by which, all the children of slaves bom after the 
publication thereof, are declared to be free. 

By the same law, the introduction of new slaves is strictly prohibited, and all 
such as may be surreptitiously introduced, are to be forfeited and to become free. 

Cruatemala, — One of the first acts of the Constituent Assembly of Guatemala, 
was the abolition oi slavery itself; which disgrace of a civilized age was annihi- 
lated, so far as this State was concerned, by a decree of the 17th of April, 1824. 
The article is short and expressive, — ^it is as follows :— 

" Every man in the Republic is free, and no one who takes refuge under its 
laws can be a slave, nor shall any one be accounted a citizen, who carries on the 
slave-trade." 

Monte Video. — The 131st article of the Constitution made all children born, 
of slave parents, free, and entirely prohibited the importation or traffic in slaves^ 
after the 10th of September, 1829. By this act, it was considered that slavery 
would become extinct in the present generation. But soon after the abdication 
of the Emperor of Brazil, numerous individuals emigrated to the Republic, 
bringing with them their property and slaves ; at first, the government, desirous 
of promoting farther emigration, wilfully shut their eyes to small numbers dis^ 
embarking in the character of body servants, &c. In the course, however, of a 
very short time, the slave-dealers at Rio de Janeiro, ever upon the alert to take 
advantage of circumstances, commenced a traffic, by introducing slaves under 
the denomination of sailors in Brazilian vessels, or servants to Brazilian passen- 
gers, and claimed protection for this traffic under the interpretation of the word 
property in the 147th article of the constitution, which says, ^* Any individual is 
at liberty to enter the Republic, to reside in it, or to leave it with his property^ 
observing the laws," &c. &c. These claims set up by BraziliAn subjects, and 
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supported by their political agent at Monte Video, led to a conrtepondenc^ 
tween the government and the govemment of Brazil, which terminated in the 
adoption, after rather a lengthened debate in the Hooae Of RepresentatiTes, cm 
the 26th of March, 1882, of the following law :— 

Article L --All slayes that shall be introduoed into the territoty of the Republic 
after tbe promulgation of the piesent law, shall, by the same act, be free. Ex- 
cept, 1st, Sailors of foreign Tessels entered on the muster rolL 2nd, Slaves to 
foreign agents, — tbe one and the other shall remain slaves whilst they continue 
in the same service, drd. Slaves belonging to passengers, previous to the expi- 
ration of six months, will be. protected by the office to which the case belong. 
4th, Slaves that had belonged to the republic, and shall return with the same 
masters that exported them, within the term of two years. 

Article IL*-*Tho6e slaves excepted in the Ist, 2nd, and drd cases of the fore- 
going article shall be free, from the moment that their masters shall sell or ex- 
change them* And those slaves comprehended in the 3rd class of the 1st arti- 
cle, if not exported within six months, shall, after the expimtion of thai tenoo, 
by the said act be free. 

Notwithstanding the slave-trade was thus made illegal, yet, as in all other 
cases, it had little or no^efiect in suppressing it. In the Parliamentary papers 
of last session, we find many remonstrances made to the government of Monte 
Video, by the British consul on the subject, and that he had made an attempt 
to negociate a convention for its more effectual suppression. But it is painful to 
add, there appears at present but little hope of his success. Mr. Consul Hamil^ 
ton, in his despatch to Lord Paknerston, dated 2drd July, 1835, says, 

'^ 1 perceive a most decided reluctance to put down the slave-trade, although 
it is dLstiDCtly prohibited by the constitution of the country, and many enacts 
talents hostile to it have subsequently, from time to time, been promulgated ; to- 
gether with a repugnance altogether as unequivocal to all foreign aUIance : and 
that if the present Executive had ever, for one moment, in the teeth of that 're- 
luctance and that repugnance, seriously and sincerely meditated the entire exe- 
cution of the treaties, it was solely with the hope of accomplishing, with greater 
facility, the long-contemplated loan in England. 

'^ But the party in the country, who are adverse to these treaties with his 
Majesty, have now acquired a decided ascendancy, and in consequence, the said 
loan, in spite of the heavy embarrassments of the exchequer, has dwindled, when 
placed against the rejection of those treaties, into an object of secondary im- 
portance."* 

MadagcLscar.'^ln 1817 a treaty was concluded with Badama> the King of 
Madagascar, and renewed, with additional articles, in 1820, for the final abolition 
of the slave-trade throughout the whole extent of his dominions. 

Muscat — On the 10th of September, 1822, the Imaum of Muscat signed a 
treaty with Great Britain, by which his Highness engaged, ^' that all traffic in 
slaves to foreign countries should cease, and be abolished for ev^, throughout 
hid dominions and dependencies. 

Persian Gulf, — In January^ 1820, a general treaty was signed with the Arab 
tribes of the Persian Gulf, containing a declaration, that ^' the caR3dng off of 
slaves,— men, women, and children, from the coast oi Africa, or elsewhere, and 
the transportmg them in vessels, is plunder and piracy, and the friendly Arabs 
shall do nothing of this nature." 

.{TfihB isonduded in our next,) 

* See Parliamentary Papers. 
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AMERICAN KIDNAPPERS. 

One of the most revolting features in Americaa society is the insecurity 
of life and liberty among the tree persons of colour^ in the Northern aa 
well as the southern states. No free black is safe, even in the city of 
New York, without his parchment certificate about his body, at all times, 
and in all places. A set of miscreants are constantly prowling about, 
who, under colour of searching for runaway slaves, kidnap those who 
never were slaves, and hurry them off into interminable bondage. The 
papers published by the friends of the negro abound with the mostfright* 
ful cases of oppression and cruelty &£ this: kind. The laws passed fos 
the protection of such pevsons are too feeble against that universal preju- 
dice which is inherited by almost the entire population ; so that a case of 
wrong which in this country would ring from one end of the land to the 
other, is there but slightly regarded, however deep the interests that are 
involved. 

"Rev. W. Munro, of Portland, and Mr. Forbes, of Boston, concur in declar- 
ing that the practice of whites to search any coloured persons, bond or free^ 
male or female, whom they meet in the slave-states, is universal ; and indeed 
any one who reflects upon the laws of those states, must be aware that this right 
of search would necessarily result from those laws. This is very important in 
its bearing on the kidnapping branch of the Domestic Trade. For, generally 
speaking, a free coloured man, deprived of his free papers, can entertain very 
little hope of vindicating his freedom. Where the liberty of a slave is in ques- 
tion, it is extremely difficult to obtain the testimdtay of whites to facts in his fa- 
vour, however clear or notorious they may be. Mr. Forbes says, that he has 
known white witnesses, whose love of truth, justice, and humanity impelled 
them to come forward, and enabled them to defy persecution, to give their 
evidence amidst the hisses of the whole court-house. When it is considered 
that the sheriffs and constables or other persons serving subpoenas for witnesses, 
must all be white — that they must be paid — that the negro has very little to pay 
with, and can never, on the score of expense, compete with his master — that even 
if he should be able to bring his witnesses into court, he can seldom, from these 
causes, have legal counsel ; and that at last he is to be judged by slaveholders, 
it must be seen and acknowledged, that anj' free coloured man, without his cer- 
tificate in his pocket, is a slave, not of one man, but of every man he meets ! 
Such are some of the consequences of substituting a bit of parchment for that 
great law of God, that all men are free ; that universal law, which the Roman 
code in its worst state fully acknowledged, and applied to the condition of slavery 
in that empire ; so that there, in the worst of times, every man was presumed 
to be free, until the contrary were proved. Here he is presumed to be a slave, 
unless he proves himself free ! 

" The laws of the slave states concur with private depravity, to keep up this 
abominable trade. Their prisons stand ever ready to fly open for the accommo- 
dation pf soul'<scllers and stealers, and to close upon their captives. The statutes 
of the old slave-breeding and slave-trading southern states provide every means 
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for rendering man-merchandizing easy and lucrative. Thus they authorize the 
^county courts to issue. Under seal, certificates of the good choraoter of any slave 
about to be sold to Qeoigia» Louisiana!^ &c. which greatly enhances his mer- 
chantable value, and is analogous to an invoice or bill of health in a lawful com- 
! merce. The inhuman, and worse than heathen principles, universal in the 

slave states, that any coloured man shall be taken and deemed to be a slave, 
and shall be incompetent as a witness* whether slave or not, augment prodi- 
^ously the facility of enslaving free men. Thus any coloured man may be im- 
prisoned by any white, and if no white witness appear, he must be sold to pay 
the advertisings jail fees, and for apprehending him. The laws in some states 
are so conscientious as to direct that in such cases he shall be sold only for a 
term of years to pay the above expenses; but all accounts of the practice agree 
that this restriction is generally nugatoiy. Once sold, they are taken to Georgia 
and other states more south, and disposed of as entire slaves, to those who know 
not the contrary, or disregard it if they do ; and after this they must inevitably 
remain slaves for the residue of their lives. The awful motto was not more ap- 
plicable to Dante's hell : 

" * O ye who eater here, abandon hope !* 

than to the entrance of Georgia or the Mississippi by these unhappy men. 

" It is true that ' free papers,' as they are called, are some protection so long 
as they are retained, but what are they worth when every white ruffian has the 
RIGHT of search, and in nine cases out of ten finds those papers, however care- 
fully concealed, and tears them in pieces ? 

*' Another law, which, if not universal, is very general, in slave states, is that 
a slave, or any person for him, who shall sue for the freedom of the slave, in 
case the action shall fail, shall pay to the master double costs, and no slave can 
prosecute such action without first giving security for costs. 

'* With such multiplied impediments in their way, how many free men held 
in bondage, will be likely to vindicate their freedom ? The negroes must have a 
white man in some states to prosecute for them ; in all, they must have white 
sureties and witnesses, either of which it renders a white man unpopular with 
his caste to be. Then he has counsel to fee, and clerk's and jury fees to ad- 
vance. All these things require money of men, whose very condition it is to 
have no right to acquire property, and to be incapable of possessing a farthing ! 
Supposing him by some miracle to have surmounted these, still judge and jury 
are slaveholders." 



Mr. Bourne, in his Picture of Slavery, relates, that ** nothing is more common 
than for two of these white partners in iniquity, Satan-like, to start upon the 
prowl, and if they find a freeman on the road, to demand his certificate, teat 
it in pieces or secrete it, tie him to one of their horses, hurry to some jail, 
while one whips the citizen along as fast as their horses can travel. There, 
by an understanding with the jailer, who shares in the spoil, all possibility of 
intercourse with his friends is cut ofi*. At the earliest possible period, the captive 
is sold to pay the felonious claims of the law, bought through jugglery by this 
trio of man-stealers ; and then transferred to some of their accomplices in ini- 
quity, who fill every part of the southern states with fraud, rapine, and blood." 
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The following heart-rending facts will fully confirm the above state- 
ments ; and if they do not awaken British Christians to arise for the help 
of this poor^ despised, and down-trodden portion of their fellow-creatures, 
we shall despair of arousing their sympathies on any subject. 

** In the same garret, were a young black widow woman, and an infant at the 
breast, both of whom were bom free. Her husband had died a few days pre- 
Tious to her seizure, and she was in a state of pregnancy at the time. She stated 
that the man in whose house she resided, together with her brother, and three 
other persons, came into the room where she was in bed, seized and dragged 
lier out, fastened a noose round her neck to prevent her from screaming, and 
attempted to blindfold her, which she resisted with such violence that she pre- 
vented them from succeeding. She said, while one of them was endeavouring 
to fix the bandage over her eyes, that she seized his cheek with her teeth, and 
tore a piece of it entirely off. She said one of them struck her head several 
times with a stick of wood, from the wounds of which she was almost entirely 
covered with blood. She showed me a large scar upon her forehead, occasioned 
by one of the blows which a gentleman, who saw her the day previous to the 
seizure, has since informed me was not there before. She said, while she was 
struggling against them, and screaming, the man in whose house she lived 

bawled out, ^ Choak the '• — ! don't let her halloo ; she'll scare my wife I * 

Having conquered her by superior force, she said they placed her with the child 
in the chaise, and refusing to dress herself, three of them, leaving the two who 
belonged to the house, carried her off in the condition that she was dragged 
from the bed, to a certain tavern in Maryland, and sold them both to the man* 
dealer, who brought them to the city of Washington. She stated that one of 
her captors drove the carriage, and held the rope which was fixed to her neck, 
and that one rode each side, on horseback ; that while one of them was nego- 
ciating a bargain with her purchaser, he asked her who her master was, and re- 
plying that she had none, her seller beckoned to him to go into another room, 
where the business was adjusted without troubling her with any further inquiries. 
She stated that her purchaser confessed, while on the way to Annapolis, that he 
believed she might have had some claim to freedom, and intimated that he 
would have taken her back, if the man of whom he bought her had not run 
away ; but requested her, notwithstanding, to say nothing to any body about 
her being free, which she refused to comply with. She afiirmed that he offered 
her for sale to several persons, who refused to purchase her on account of her 
asserting that she was free. She stated that her purchaser had left her in 
Washington for a few weeks, and gone to the Eastern Shore, in search of more 
black people, in order to make up a drove for Georgia. 



" Mr. Jude Hall, a coloured man of New Hampshire, a valiant soldier during 
the whole of the American war, and at the time of his death a pensioner of the 
United States, lost three sons by kidnapping from New England vessels. One 
of them, after ten years' bondage, escaped to England, and wrote from there a 
few years ago, an account of his being sold by his captain, of his continuance in 
slavery during the above period, of his escape thence, and of his success and 
prosperity after arriving in England, where he had become the captain of a 
coasting vessel, and was happily married. This news was received after the 

N N 
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death of the father. The other two^ if limgy are still in slarery, and it is not 
Imown where .♦ 



" A coloured seaman of Boston was lately kidnapped at New Orleans^ and 
committed to the calaboose, preparatory to being sold and sent into themteiior. 
He supposes that his captain^ a Sootchman named Bulkley^ was privy to the 
outrage. There he remained in the most filthy and infested of prisons, and be- 
lieves that he should have been in slavery at this time^ if he had not been able 
to speak French. Availing himself of this advantage, he conveyed a message 
through a Creole French soldier who was on guards to two friends in the citj> 
who obtained his release. 

^^ This sailor saw in the prison nine coloured men^ whom he knew to be free, 
having known several of them as stewards on board of northern vessels* Two 
of them belonged to Boston^ one to Portland, and three to New- York. After 
twenty days, they were to be sold. The witness adds the folio wii^ remarkable 
declaration, which it is to be hoped may operate^ if not as a help to reform this 
horrid abuse^ at least as a caution to all coloured seamen^ both against their own 
officers, and the caitiffs who infest the shores of the Mississippi. 

'' There is a continual stream of free coloured persons from Boston, New- York, 
Philadelphia, and other sea-sports of the United States, passing through the cala-^ 
boose into slavery in the country. 



■w" 



''James G. Barbadoes, of Boston, a member of the New England Anti-Slavery 
Convention states, among five cases of kidnapping within his own knowledge, 
one was that of his own brother. Wc quote bis words :** 

" About eighteen years ago, Robert H. Barbadoes was kidnapped in New 
Orleans, imprisoned, handcufied and ohainedi for about five months or longer, 
and deprived every way of commnnicating his situation to his parents. His 
protection was taken from him, and torn up. He was often severely flogged to 
be made submissive, and deny that he was J&ee bom. He waJ» unluckily caught 
with a letter wrote with a stick, and with the blood drawn from his own veins, 
for the purpose of eommunicating to his father his situation ; but this project 
failed, for the letter was torn avray from him and destroyed, and he very severely 
Hogged. He then lost almost every hope ; but at length the above Peter Sinithl* 
was kidnapped again m this garden of paradise of freedom, and being lodged in 
the same cell with him, he communicated to Smith the particulars of his sufibr- 
ings. At the examination of Smitli, he was found to have free papers, signed 
by the Qoveraor ; in consequence of which he vvas set at liberty. He th^ 
wrote to Barbadoes' parents, and likewise arrived in Boston as socm as the 
letter. Free papers were immediately obtained, and signed by his father and 
Mrs. Mary Turel, Mr, — Giles, and Mr. Thomas Clark, town clerk ; and by the 
Governor of this state demanding him without delay, he was returned to his 
native town, Boston, where all these other persons belonged. 



The following case is related by Mr. Stanton. 

"A member oif this institution, recently visiting among the coloured people of 
Cincinnati, entered a house where was a mother and her little son. The 

* AfilU'avit of Robert Robdrts of Boston, 
t Oae of the four persons previously meotioned by Mr. Barbadoes. 
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wr^died uppcaiance of the bou^e^ and the extreme poverty of its inmates^ in- 
duced the visitor to suppose that the husband of the woman must be a drunkard. 
He inquired of the boy, who was two or three years old, where his father was ? 
He replied, * Papa stole/ The visitor seemed not to understand, and turning to 
the mother, said, ^ What does he mean ?' She then related the following cir- 
cumstances. About two years ago, one evening, her husband was sitting in the 
bouse, when two men came in, and professing great friendship, persuaded hiin 
under some pretence to go on board a steam-boat, then lying at the dock, and 
bound down the river. Aftec some hesitation, he consented to go. She heard 
nothing from him for more than a year, but supposed he had been kidnapped. 
Last spring, Dr.———, a physician of Cincinnati, being at Natchez, Mississippi, 
saw this negro in a drove of slaves, and recognized him. He ascertained, firom 
conversation with him, that he had been driven about from place to place since 
he was decoyed from home by the slave-drivers, — ^had changed masters two or 
three times, and had once been lodged in jail for safe keeping, where he remained 
some time. When Dr. — ^ returned to Cincinnati, he saw the wife of the 
negro, and engaged to take the necessary steps for his liberation. But soon a^ 
terwards, this gentleman fell a victim to the cholera, which was then prevailing 
in Cincinnati. No efforts have since been made to recover this negro. No 
tidings have been heard from him since the return of Dr. — — . He is probably 
now labouring on some sugar or cotton plantation in Louisiana, without the 
hope of escaping from slavery, although he is a free bom citizen of Philadelphia.'' 



Rbvibw :— slavery IN AMERICA : a Reprint op an Appeal 
TO THE Christian Women op the Slave States op America. 
By Angelina E. Grimke, of Charleston, South Carolina. With 
Introduction, Notes, and Appendix, By George Thompson. 

Hamilton and Co. London. 
The above is the title of a pamphlet, a large edition of which has just 
issued from the Edinburgh press, and which we earnestly recommend to 
all who have any sympathy remaining for that large portion of suffering 
humanity who are yet held in the iron fetters of slavery ; and the more 
galling and degrading from the high profession of religion which many of 
their unfeeling taskmasters have assumed. 

This appeal is introduced to the attention of the British reader by 
several useful memoranda on the general subject of slavery, and which 
adapt it to that large class of readers, who, since the passing of the aboli. 
tion act, have not taken much interest in a subject which once absorbed 
their almost entire attention. 

The Appeal is from the pen of Miss Angelina E. Grimk6> of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina (a slave state)^ a lady of distinguished family con. 
nexions, great moral worth, of peculiarly engaging maimers, and undoubted 
piety. " It was my privilege," remarks Mr. Thompson, " to become ac- 
quainted with Miss Grimk6 during a visit to Philadelphia two years ago. 
Her fervent zeal in the cause of the slave, blended with a manner pecu- 
liarly soft and unostentatious, produced a deep impression upon my 
mind. I can bear testimony to the high estimation in which she is held 
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bj the wise aod good of her native country. She left, I believe, the state 
of her birth, that she might escape from the polluted atmosphere of slavery, 
and mingle with those who sigh and cry for the abominations which are 
done in the land. With her sister, who shares her zeal» she is devoted to 
the cause of abolition, and is at the present time engaged in delivering 
addresses to select meetings of females on the subject of slavery. Her 
pamphlet is characterized by high unbending principle, sound reasonii^ 
just views of the extent of the Divine law, and the spirit of the Gospel, 
and a tone of exquisitely tender and touching expostulation. It is emi- 
nently fitted to affect the conscience of the party addressed. The writer 
is well acquainted with the chief objections urged against emancipation 
and the abolition movement, and has wisely directed her attention to 
these. Her book is an able exposure of the fallacies by which it is sought 
to. palliate slavery, and a generous and powerful vindication of the motives 
and measures of the immediate abolitionists. 

The Anti-slavery movement in the United States has called into activity 
a vast amount of mind. There is no one topic, apart from politics, upon 
which so much is written as the subject of slavery ; and certainly no 
topic besides, upon which what is written (on the fl«/^-slavery side), is 
more in accordance with the spirit and precepts of the Gospel. The abo- 
litionists of America, in the prosecution of their great object, have had to 
contend with opposition of every conceivable kind. They have been 
assailed in their persons, their property, and their reputation ; but have, 
nevertheless, evinced, throughout the struggle hitherto, the most heroic 
devotedness to their principles.'* 

The Appeal opens as follows : — • 

'' Respected Friends, 

*' It is because I feel a deep and tender interest in your present and eternal 
welfare, that I am willing thus publicly to address you. Some of you have 
loved me as a relative, and some have felt bound to nae in Christian sympathy 
and Gospel fellowship ; and even when compelled by a strong sense of duty to 
break those outward bonds of union which bound us together as members of the 
same community, and members of the same religious denomination, you were 
generous enough to give me credit for sincerity as a Christian, though you be- 
lieved I had been most strangely deceived. I thanked you then for your kind- 
ness, and I ask you now, for the sake of former confidence and former friend- 
ship, to read the following pages in the spirit of calm investigation and fervent 
prayer. It is because you have knovm me that I write thus unto you. 

"But there are other Christian women scattered over the southern states, and 
these, a very large number of whom have never seen me, and never heard my 
name, and who feel no interest whatever in me. But I feel an interest in you, 
as branches of the same vinei, from whose root I daily draw the principle of 
spiritual vitality. Yes ! Sisters in Christ, I feel an interest in you, and often has 
the secret prayer arisen in your behalf,— Lord, ' open thou their eyes, that they 
may see wondrous things out of thy law.* It is, then, because I do ^eel and do 
pray for you, that I thus address you upon a subject about which, of all othen 
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petliapsf, you would rather not hear anything ; but ' would to Gcd you could 
bear with me a little in my folly^ and indeed bear with me, for I am jealous over 
you with godly jealousy/ Be not afraid then, to read my Appeal ; it is not 
inrritten in the heat of passion or prejudice, but in that solemn calmness which is 
the result of conviction and duty. It is true, I am going to tell you unwelcome 
truths, but I mean to speak those truths in love ; and remember, Solomon says, 
*■ faithful are the wounds of a friend/ I do not believe the time has yet come 
ifvhen Christian women ' will not endure sound doctrine,' even on the subject of 
slavery, if it is spoken to them in tenderness and love ; therefore I now address 
you. 

" To all of you, then, known or unknown, relatives or strangers, (for you are 
all one in Christ), I would speak. I have felt for you at this time, when unwel- 
come light is pouring in upon the world on the subject of slavery, — light which 
even Christians would exclude, if they could, from our country, or at any rate 
from the southern portion of it, saying, as its rays strike the rock-bound coasts 
of New £ngland, and scatter their warmth and radiance over her hills and val- 
leys, and from thence travel onward over the Palisades of the Hudson, and down 
the soft flowing waters of the Delaware, and gild the waves of the Potomac, — 
' Hitherto shalt thou come, and no farther.' I know that even professors of his 
name, who has been emphatically called the ^ Light of the world,' would, if they 
could, build a wall of adamant around the southern states, whose top might 
reach unto heaven, in order to shut out the light which is bounding from moun- 
tain to mountain, and from the hills to the plains and valleys beneath, through 
the vast extent of our northern states. But beUeve me when I tell you, their 
attempts will be as utterly fruitless as were the efforts of the builders of Babel ; 
and why } Because moral, like natural light, is so extremely subtle in its na- 
ture, as to overleap all human barriers, and laugh at the puny efforts of man to 
control it. AU the excuses and palliations of this system must inevitably be 
swept away, just as other ** refuges of lies" have been, by the irresistible torrent 
of a rectified public opinion. ^ The supporters of the slave system,' says Jona- 
than Dymond, in his admirable work on the Principles of Morality, ' will here- 
after be regarded with the same public feeling as he who was an advocate for 
the slave trade now is" It will be, and that very soon, clearly perceived, and 
fully acknowledged by all the virtuous and the candid, that in principle it is as 
sinful to hold a human being in bondage who has been bom in Carolina, as one 
who has been born in Africa. All that sophistry of argument which has been 
employed to prove, that, although it is sinful to send to Africa to procure men 
and women as slaves, who have never been in slavery, that still it is not sinful 
to keep those in bondage who have come down by inheritance, — will be utterly 
overthrovm. We must come back to the good old doctrine of our forefathers, 
who declared to the world this self-evident truth, *' that all men are created 
equal, and that they have certain inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty^ 
and the pursuit of happiness/* It is even a greater absurdity to suppose a 
man can be legally bom a slave under our free republican govemment, than 
under the petty despotisms of barbarian Africa. If, then, we have no right to 
enslave an African, surely we can have none to enslave an American. If it is a 
self-evident tmth that a// men, everywhere and of every colour, are bom equal, 
and have an inalienable right to liberty, then it is equally- true that no man can 
be bora a slave, and no man can ever rightfully he reduced to involuntaryhond" 

• Decision of American Independence, July 4, 1776. 
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SLge, and held as & slave, however fiur maybe the daim of hia master or mbtress^ 
through wills, and title-deeds." 

The fair authoress, then in a spirit of mild and courteous, but craiviac- 
ing argumentation, clearly proves the seven following propositions : — 

First, that slavery is contrary to the deckratioa of American independence. 
Second, that it is contrary to the first charter of human rights given to Adam, 
and renewed to Noah, Third, that the fact of slavery having been the subject of 
prophecy, furnishes no excuse whatever to slavedealers. Fourth, that no such 
system existed under the patriarchal dispensation. Fifth, that slavery never 
existed under the Jewish dispensation ; but so far otherwise, that every servant 
was placed under the protection of law, and care taken, not only to prevent all 
involuntary servitude, but aU voluntary perpetual bondage. Sixth, that slavery 
in America reduces a man to a thing, a ' chattel personal,' robs him of aU his 
rights as a human being, fetters both his mind and body, and protects the master 
in the most unnatural and unreasonable power, whilst it throws him out of the 
protection of law. Seventh, that slavery is contraiy to the example and precepts 
of our holy and merciful Redeemer, and of his apostles." 

To attempt any abridgment or analysis of this aignmentatiott would be 
to break H chain beautiful only in its unity and completeness, and in en- 
forcing it upon her fair readers, she urges them to four things : — 

" 1st, You can read on this subject.. 2d, You can pray over this subject. 
Sd, You can speak on this subject 4th, You can act on this subject/' 

Nothing that could issue from our pen would be half so touching and 
impressive as the Appeal of this eloquent and impassioned writer; we 
fih^ therefore merely quote a few of the concluding paragraphs; and 
xrannot but rejoice when informed that two or three thousand copies of this 
Appeal have been sent into the slave states, and but few of them returned. 
May the blessing of God render them extensively useful 1 

" But you may say we are women, how can our hearts endure persecution ? 
And why not? Have. not women stood up in all the dignity and strength of 
moral courage to be the leaders of the people, and to bear a faithful testimony for 
the truth whenever the providence of God has called them to do so ? Are ihere 
no women in that noble army of martyrs who are now singing the song of Moses 
und the Lamb ? Who led out the women of Israel from the house of bondage^ 
striking the timbrel, and singing the song of deliverance on the banks of that 
sea, whose waters stood up like walls of crystal, tOi open a passage for their 
escape ? It was a woman I Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of Moses and 
Aaron. Who went up with Barak to Kadesh to fight against Jabin, King of 
Canaan into whose hand Israel had been sold because of their iniquities ? It was 
a woman I — ^Deborah .the wife of Lapidoth, the judge, as well as the prophetess 
of thfit backsliding people ; Judges iv. 9. Into whose hands was Sisera, the 
captain of Jabin's host, delivered? Into the hand of & woman, — Jael, the' wife of 
Heber ! Judges vi. 21. Who dared to speak the truth concerning those judg* 
ments which were coming upon Judea, when Josiah, alakned at finding that his 
people " had not kept the word of the Lord, to do after all thai was written in 
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the bodk 6f tbe Law/' sent to inquire of the lioid eoneenuDjg^ these things? It 
-was a f09man, — ^Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum ; 2 Gfaron. xxxiv. 
22. Who was chosen to deliver the whole Jewish . nation from that murderous 
decree of Persia's King, which wicked Haman had obtained by calumny and 
fraud ? It was a woman ! Esther the Queen. Yes, weak and tremblitigp woman 
was the instrument appointed by God, to reverse the bloody mandate of the 
eastern monarch, and save the whole visible church from destruction. What 
human voice first proclaimed to Mary that she should be the mother of our 
Lord ? It was a woman ! — Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias ; Luke i. 42, 43. 
Who united with the good old Simeon in giving thanks publicly in the temple, 
when the child Jesus, was presented there by his parents, " and spake of him to 
all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem ?" It was a tooman/— Anna 
the prophetess. Who first proclaimed Christ as the true Messiah in the streets 
of Samaria, once the capital of the ten tribes? It was a woman ! Who minis- 
tered to the Son of God whilst on earth, a despised and persecuted Reformer, in 
the humble garb of a carpenter ? They were women ! Who followed the 
rejected King of Israel, as his fainting footsteps trod the road to Calvary ? *' A 
great company of people and of women ;'* and it is remarkable to them alone he 
turned and addressed the pathetic language, '* Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not 
for me, but we^ for yourselves and your cliildren." Ah ! who sent unto the 
Roman Governor when he was set down on the judgment-seat, saying unto him, 
'' Have thou nothing to do with that just man, for I have suffered many things 
this day in a dream because of him.'^" It was a woman — the wife of Pilate ! 
Although '^ he knew that for envy the Jews had delivered Christ," yet he con- 
sented to surrender the Son of God into the hands of a brutal soldiery, after 
having himself scourged his naked body. Had the wife of Pilate sat upon that 
judgment seaty what would have been the result of the trial of this "just per- 
son?" 

*' And who hung round the cross of Jesus on the mountain of Golgotha ? Who 
first visited the sepulchre early in the morning on the first day of tlte week, car- 
rying* sweet spice to embalm his precious body, not knowing that it was incor- 
ruptible, and could not be holden.by the bands of death ? These were women ! 
To whom did he first appear after his resurrection ? It was to a woman ! — 
Mary Magdalene ; Mark xvi. 6» Who gathered with the apostles to wait at Je- 
rusalem, in prayer and supplication, for the promise of the Father ;" the spiri- 
tual blessing of the Great High Priest of his Church, who had entered, not 
into the splendid temple of Solomon, there to ofier the blood of bulls and of 
goats, and the smoking censor upon the golden altar, but into heaven itself, 
there to present his intercessions after having '^ given himself for us, an ofiering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour ?^' Women were among that 
holy company ; Acts i. 14. And did women wait in vain ? Did those who had 
ministered to his necessities, followed in his train, and wept at his crucifixion, 
wait in vain ? No ! No ! Did the cloven tongues of fire descend upon the 
heads of women as well as men ? Yes, my friends, " it sat upon each of them ;" 
Acts ii. 3. Women, as well as men, were to be living stones in the temple of 
grace, and therefore their heads were consecrated by the descent of the Holy 
Ghost, as well as those of men. Were women recognized as fellow-labourers in 
the gospel field ? They were ! Paul says, in his epistle to the Pbilippians, " help 
^ose women who laboured with me in the gospel ;" Phil. iv. 8. 

'' But this is not all. Romai? women were burnt at the stake ; thHr delicate 
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limbs weie torn jobt firom j<Hnt by Uie ferocious beasts of die Ampihidieatze, 
and tossed by the -wild ball in his fuiy« for the diversion of that idolatrous, wmt- 
like, and slave-holding people. Yes, women suffered under the ten peiseeutioiui 
of heathen Rome, with the most imshrin]dng constancy and fortitude ; not all 
the entreaties of fnends, nor the claim^ of new-born in&ncy, nor the oniel 
threats of enemies, could make them sprinkle one grain of incense upon the 
altars of Roman idols. Come now with me to the beautiful valleys of 
Piedmont Whose blood stains the green sward, and decks the wild flowers 
with colours not their own, and smokes on the sword of persecutiog France ? 
It is woman*s as well as man's ! Yes, women were accounted as sheep from 
the slaughter, and were cut down as the tender saplings of the wood. 

" But time would fail me to tell of those hundreds and thousands of women 
who perished in the low countries of Holland, when Alva's sword of vengeance 
was unsheathed against the Protestants, when the Catholic Inquisitions of 
£urope became the merciless executioners of vindictive wrath upon those who 
dared to worship God, instead of bowiug dovm in holy adoration beforo ^^ my 
Lord God, the Pope," and when England, too, burnt her Ann Ascoes atj the 
stake of martyrdom. Suffice it to say, that the Church, after having been driven 
from Judea to Rome, and from Rome to Piedmont, and from Piedmont to Eng- 
land, and from England to Holland, at last stretched her fiiinting wings over the 
dark bosom of the Atlantic ; and found, on the shores of a great wilderness^ a 
refoge from tyranny and oppression, as she thought ; but even here (the warm 
blush of shame mantles my cheek as I write it), even here, woman was beaten, 
and banished, imprisoned, and hung upon the gallows, a trophy to the 
Gross ! . 

" And what, I would ask in conclusion, have women done for the great and 
glorious cause of Emancipation? Who wrote that pamphlet which moved 
the heart of Wilberforce to pray over the wrongs, and his tongue to plead the 
cause of the oppressed African P It was a woman, Elizabeth Heyrick. Who 
laboured assiduously to keep the sufferings of the slave continually beforo the 
British public ? They were women. And how did they do it ^ By their needles, 
paint-brushes, and pens ; by speaking the truth, and petitioning Parliament for 
the Abolition of Slavery. And what was the effect of their labours ? Read it in 
the. Emancipation bill of Great Britain. Read it in the present state of her 
West India Colonies. Read it in the impulse which has been given to the cause 
of freedom in the United States of America. Have English women, then, done 
so much for the negro, and shall American women do nothing? Oh no ! Already 
are there sixty female Anti-Slavery Societies in operation. These are doing just 
what the English women did : telling the stoiy of the coloured man's wrongs ; 
praying for his deliverance ; and presenting his kneeling image constantly before 
the public eye on bags, and needle-books, card-racks, pen-wipers, pin-cushions, 
&c. Even the children of the north have inscribed on their handy-work, " May 
the points of our needles prick the slaveholder's conscience." Some of the 
reports of these Societies exhibit not only considerable talent, but a deep sense 
of religious duty, and a determination to persevere through evil as well as good 
report, until every scourge and ev^y shackle is buried under the feet of the 
manumitted slave. 

But why, my dear friends, have I thus been endeavouring to lead you through 
the history of more .than three thousand years, and to point you to that 
great cloud of witnesses who have gone before, ''from works to .rewards?" 
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Have I been seeking to m&gn^y the sufieriogs and exalt the character of 
^roman, that she "might have praise of men ?'* No ! no ! my object has been 
to arouse you, as the wives and mothers, the daughters and sisters of the 
South, to a sense of your duty as women, on that great subject which ha^ already 
shaken our country from the St. Lawrence and the lakes to the Qulf of Mexico^ 
and horn the Mississippi to the shores of the Atlantic ; and will continue 
mightily to shake it, until the polluted temple of slavery hX[ aud crumble into 
rain, I would say unto each one of you, *' What meanest thou, O sleeper ! 
arise and call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us that we 
perish not." Perceive you not that dark cloud of vengeance which hangs over 
our boasting Republic ? Saw you not the lightnings of Heaven's wrath in the 
€ame which leaped from the Indian's torch to the roof of yonder dwelling, and 
lighted with its horrid glare the darkness of midnight? Heard you not the 
thunders of Divine anger^ as the distant roar of the cannon came rolling onward 
from the Texian country, where Protestant American rebels are fighting with 
Mexican Republicans — ^for what? For the re-establishment of Slavery; yes! of 
American Slavery in the bosom of a Catholic Republic^ where that system of 
robbery^ violence, and wrong had been legally abolished for seven years. Yes ! 
citisene of the United States, after plundering Mexico of her land, are now 
engaged m deadly conflict for the privilege of fastening chains, and collars^ and 
manacles— upon whom? upon the subjects of some foreign prince? No! 
upon native-born American Republican citizens, although the fathers of these 
TCiy men declared to the whole world, while struggling to free themselves from 
the three-penny taxes of an English king, that they believed it to be a self- 
evident truth, that all men were created equal, and had an unalienable right to 
liberty. 
Well may the poet exclaim in bitter sarcasm^ 

" Tlie fastian flag that proudly waves. 
In solemn mockery o'er a land of tlaim" 

Can you not, my friends, understand the signs of the times ? Do you not see 
the sword of retributive justice hanging over the Souths or are you still slumber- 
ing at your posts ? Are there no Shiphrahs, no Puahs among you, who will dare^ 
in Christian firmness and Christian meekness, to refuse to obey the wicked laws 
which require woman to enslave, to degrade, and to brutalize woman ? Are 
there no Miriams who would rejoice to lead out the captive daughters of the 
Southern States to liberty and light ? Are there no Huldahs there who will dare 
to speak the truth concerning the sins of the people, and those judgments^ 
which it requires no prophet's eye to see, must follow, if repentance is not 
speedily sought ? Is there no Esther among you who will plead for the poor 
devoted slave ? Read the history of this Persian queen, it is full of instruction ; 
she at first refused to plead for the Jews; but hear the words of Mordecai, 
'' Think not within thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's house more than 
all tfhe Jews, for if thou altogether holdest thy peace at thie time, then shall there 
enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews horn another place : but thou and 
thy father's house shaU be destroyed^'* Listen, too, to her magnanimous reply to 
this powerful appeal ; " I wUl go in unto the king, which is not aceoifding to 
law; and li I pensh, I perish." Yes ! if there were but one Esther at the South, 
she might save her country from ndn ;-'but let the Christian women tiiere arise, 
as the Christian women of Great Britain did, In the majesty of moral power, aiid 
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that jsalvation is certain. Let them embody themselves in societies, and send 
petitions up to their different legislatures^ entreating their husbands^ £ELthers> bro- 
thersj and sons, to aboUsh the institution of slaveiy ; no longer to subject 
woman to the scourge and the chain, to mental darkness and moral degradadon ; 
no longer to tear husbands from their wives, and children from their 
parents ; no longer to make men, women, and chddren work without wages ; 
no longer to make their lives bitter in hard bondage; no longer to reduce 
American citizens to the abject condition of shives, of '^ chattels personal ;" no 
longer to barter the image of God in human shambles for corruptible things such 
as idlver and gold. 

The^toomen of the South can overthrow this horrible system of oppression and 
cruelty, licentiousness and wrong. Such appeals to your legislatures would be 
irresistible, for there is something in the heart of man which will bend under 
moral suasion. There is a swift witness for truth in his bosom^ which will 
respond to truth when it is uttered with calmness and dignity. If you could ob- 
tain but six signatures to such a petition in only one state, I would say, send up 
that petition, and be not in tne least discouraged by the scoffs and jeers of the 
heartless, or the resolution of the house to lay it on the table. It will be a 
great thing if the subject can be introduced into your leg^latures in any way, 
even by women, and they will ,be the most likely to introduce it there in the 
best possible manner, as a matter of momls and religion, not of expediency or 
politics. You may petition, too, the different ecclesiastical bodies of the slave 
states. Slavery must be attacked with the whole power of truth and the sword 
.of the Spirit. You must take it up on Christian ground, and fight against it with 
Christian weapons, wliilst your feet are shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace. And you are now loudly called upon by the cries of the vddow and 
the orphan, to arise and gird yourselves for this great moral conflict with 
the whole armour of righteousness, upon the right hand and on the left. 

Another encouragement for you to labour, my friends, is, that you will have 
the prayers and co-operation of English and Northern philanthropists. You will 
never bend your knees in supplication at the throne of grace for the overthrow 
of slavery, without meeting there the spirits of other Christians, who will mingle 
their voices with yours, as the morning or evening sacrifice ascends to God. Yes, 
the spirit of prayer and of supplication has been poured out upon many, many 
hearts; there are wrestling Jacobs who will not let go of the prophetic promises 
.of deliverance for the captive, and the opening of prison doors to them that are 
bou;nd. There are Pauls who are saying, in reference to this subject, '' Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do ?" There are Marys sitting in the house now, 
who are ready to arise and go forth in this work, as soon as the message is 
brought, '' The master is come, and calleth for thee !" And [there are Marthas* 
too, who have ahready gone out to meet Jesus, as he belids his footsteps to their 
brother's grave, and weeps, not over the lifeless body of Lazarus bound hand 
and foot in grave-clothes, but over the politically and intellectually lifeless 
slave, bound hand and foot in the iron chains of oppression and ignorance. Some 
may be ready to say as Martha did, virho seemed to expect nothing but sympathy 
from Jesus, *' Lord, by this time he stinketh, for he hath been dead four days.'' 
She thought it useless to remove the stone and expose the loathsome body of her 
brother; she could not believe that so great a miracle could be wrought, as to 
raise that putrified body into life ; but H Jesus said. Take ye away the stone ; 
and when they had taken away the stone where the dead was laid, and uncov- 
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ered the body of Lazarus, then it was that ^' Jesus lifted up his eyes and said^ 
Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me/' &c. '' And when he had thuj( 
spokeuj he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth." Yes, some may be 
xeady to say of the coloured raciE^, How can they ever be raised politically and 
intellectually, they have been dead four hundred years ? But we have nothing 
to do with how this is to be done; our business is to take away the stone which 
has covered up the dead body of our brother, to expose the putrid carcase, to show 
liow that body has been bound with the grave-clothes of heathen ignorance, 
and hisJace vdth the napkin of prejudice, and having done all it was our duty 
to do, to stand by the negro's grave, in humble faith and holy hope, waiting to 
hear the life-gi^g command of *' Lazarus, come forth." This is just what 
Anti-Slavery Societies are doing; they are taking away the stone from the 
mouth of the tomb of slavery, where lies the putrid carcase of our brother. They 
want the pure light of heaven to shine into that dark and gloomy cave ; they 
want all men to see how that dead body has been bound, how that face has been 
vn»pped in the napkin of prejudice ; and shall they wait beside that grave in 
vain } Is not Jesus still the resurrection and the life ? Did He come to proclaim 
liberty to the captive, and the opening of prison doors to them that are bound in 
vain ? Did He promise to give beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness unto them that mourn in 
Zion, and will He refuse to beautify the mind, anoint the head, and throw 
around the captive negro the mantle of praise for that spirit of heaviness, which 
has so long bound him down to the ground } Or, shall we not rather say vnth 
the prophet, the zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this }** Yes, his pro- 
mises are sure, and amen in Christ Jesus, that he will assemble her that halteth, 
and gather her that is driven out, and her that is afflicted. ^ 

Sisters in Christ, I have done. As a Southerner, I have felt it was my duty 
to address you. I have endeavoured to set before you the exceeding sinfulness 
of slavery, and to point you to the example of those noble fwomen who have 
been raised up in the church to effect great revolutions, and to suffer for the 
truth's sake. I have appealed to your sympathies as women, to your sense of 
duty as Christian women. I have attempted to vindicate the Abolitionists, to 
prove the entire safety of immediate Emancipation, and to plead the cause of 
the^poor and oppressed. I have done — ^I have sowed the seeds of truth, but I 
well know, that evenif an Apollos were to follow in my steps to water them, "God 
only can give the increase." To Him, then, who is able to prosper the work of 
his servant's hand, I commend this appeal in fervent prayer, that as he " hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty," 
so He may cause his blessing to descend and carry conviction to the hearts of 
many Lydias through these speaking pages. Farewell — count me not your 
" enemy because I have told you the truth," but believe me in unfeigned af-^ 
fection, 

Your sympathizing Friend, 

ANGELINA E. GRIMKE. 

Americans! Can ye not discern the signs of the times ? When such 
thrilling sentiments are uttered, not by the tongue of a practised rhetori* 
.cian, 10 the exciting presence of an acclaiming audience, but by a female. 
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a virtttOQS letiring female, under the simple impulfe of a holy^ and b^e- 
Tolent, and rigbteons cause? Are ye so blind as not to kno^y wha 
all this means? In your rage to degrade your peasantry into brutes, 
bave ye banisbed from your orvn libraries^ aiid your onm memories, every 
trace of the revolutions wbicb history records? Can the whole world see 
the doom that awaits you, and you remain the perverse and besotted vie 
tims of your own infatuation ? Never, since time began, were the indi. 
cations of national convulsion so clear and convincing— written with a 
sunbeam, which the whole world can look up and decipher — as in the pre- 
sent aspect of the American States. Their only hope of rescue lies in 
the peaceful and benign, yet vigorous efforts of the Anti-Slavery caase. 
This is the only rainbow of promise for the western world. If the coun- 
sels of interested politicians, and the authority of an infatuated Presi- 
dent, shall push matters to extremities, before the friends of human kind 
have had time to leaven the mass of the public mind with their just and 
god«>like principles, then will the States rise up in fearful contention with 
each other, and scenes of bloodshed witnessed by the fair heavens on 
a larger theatre than when Alexander attempted to span the world. But 
we bode better things, though we thus speak. The character of the 
American mind, and of republican society ; the extent to which the prin. 
ciples of the religion of peace and love are diffused among them, and the 
long-continued habit of deferring to public opinion rather than to brute 
force, augur a more benign conclusion to the conflict that is now raging 
among t^em. May the great God, who holdeth the reins of universal 
dominion, bring this contest to such an issue as shall restore every human 
being to his dignity as a man, and open the way for the clear progress of 
the religion of justice, benevolence, and love ! 



SLAVERY A DIVINE INSTITUTION. 

Wb solicit the attention of our readers to the facts contained in the following 
letter. They are facts, stated by a North Carolina fanner. 

A/r. Editor. — I frequently hear the assertion, and that from ministers of the 
jBfospel — " The Bible ganctimis slavery,** '' Slavery existed in the days of our 
Saviour and his apostles, and it was worse than the slavery which exists among 
us; and the Saviour and his apostles, so far from condemning it, prescribed rules 
to regulate it.'' These are the words of a respectable Presbyterian roinisterj 
living in a populous town in one of the slaveholding states. And we find minis- 
ters of the Presbyterian church, who bold 30 or mor^ of their fellow-mortals as 
goods and chattels, who are not suffered, to learn to read the Bible, which sanc- 
tion this *' divine institution ;" and ruling elders in the same church, who, for 
the sake of gain, make a business of driving ta market immortal beings. Per- 
mit me, 2iz. Editor, to give you a few extracts from a letter, written by a 
lespectablo £iimer living in NfVth Carolina, dftted Jan. 8th, 1837. 

'*Sir^ in answer to your questions, I would say, as respects the education of 
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blacks, I know of none that are taug^ht to read. The Rev. J*SL A. has. 90 or 
more, and there is not one of them that can read a word ! 

'^ I know of none that I think would liberate their slavey even if the laws of 
the land foould permit. The prices are too high for slaveholders to lose eight or 
ten hundred dollars by giving them liberty. Some of the anti-slavery publica* 
tions reach us. The ministers^ to whom they are mostly directed^ leave them in 
the Post Office. You ask, are slaves permitted to attend church ? Oh, yes, 

Mr. always (on the Sabbath) takes one to watch his horse and have: hinut 

harnessed in the chaise by the time the benediction is pronounced. As respects 
missionary operations, our people are quite liberal. They will sell one soul ti» 
enable them to send the gospel to another. Some of us are very full of love for 
the poor heathen whom we have never seen, but the poor heathen whom we see 
every day, we have lost all feeliDgs of humanity towards them, 

''About eighteen months ago, A. H., one of the most influential elders in 
G church, bought (including some of his own raising) 28 slaves, and 

in the usual style, accompanied by his son, E. another member of the churchy 
drove them to Alabama and Mississippi, and sold them. He returned home and 
purchased another drove of about the same quantity. This the son superintended 
to market last fall, and returned about six weeks ago. Both he and the &ther 
are now engaged, buying another drove for the Orleans and Mississippi market. 
A few days ago, the father was about purchasing a slave who had a wife and 
&mily. The slave declared he would die before he would be taken from his 
wife and family, and sold to the cotton planter. He was ordered off to work. 
Two white boys were sent after a load of wood to the place he was sent to. 
There they found the poor man hanging by the neck to the bough of a tree by 
a rope which his own hands had tied. His spirit was gone. The master had 
lost one thousand dollars which he was to have had on delivering him up next 
morning. 

*^ The people here appear Uke maniacs after negroes and gold dust. The 
principal topic is, ' Who is giving the best price for negroes,' * I have two, three, 
or more for sale,* or, ' I wish to buy two or three to work at my gold mine,' &c." 

J. B. willed his black man Tom to go to Liberia^ but he refused to leave his 
wife and children, and the heirs sold him for 400 dollars. He is fifty-eight years 
of age. 



THE BAPTIST UNION. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Baptist Union, held in Devonshire Square 
Chapel, London, on Thursday, May 4th, the following resolution, on the motion 
of the Rev. Dr. Price, seconded by the Rev. W. Brock, of Norwich, was unani- 
mously agreed to : — 

'' I. That this Meeting regard with high approbation in point of principle, and 
with sincere congratulation in point of success, the operations undertaken in the 
United States for the abolition of slavery ; that they deeply sympathize with the 
American Abolitionists in the difficulties with which they have to contend, as 
arising especially from the attitude of the highest authorities in the States ; but 
that they desire heartily to cheer them on in an attempt which has never been, 
made without awakening appalling opposition, and can never be persevered in 
without signal success. 
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** II* Thtt A letter to the Baptist churches in America be prepared forthwith, 
earnestly imploring them to give, without debiy, all the benefit of their active 
ud zealous co-operation to the labours of those enligbtened philanthropists in 
the United States, who are endeavouring to free their country from the reproach 
and guilt which are involved in a maintenance of their slave system." 

• 

The Rev. W. Brock, in seconding the above Resolutions, expressed himself 
thus : — In discharging the duty, sir, which is thus devolved upon me, I beg the 
attention of the meeting to the phraseology of this motion. We are about to 
address the church of America ; to call upon the Americans — ^not so much as 
men as Christians — ^to beseech them to adopt a certain course of conduct, by 
the love which they owe to the Saviour of mankind. And thus we are avoiding 
a charge which sometimes has been made, that we are interfering with the poli- 
tical, with the inter-national affairs of America. We are doing no such thing; 
unless, indeed, most indirectly, by causing those who constitute the Church of 
Christy to exercise the privileges which they legitimately possess. It is with the 
church that we remonstrate, and, for the present at least, with the church alone. 
And, sir, we are about to remonstrate, and to entreat our Christian brethren to 
do what they can in a constitutional manner. They teU us, themselves, that 
Congress cannot aholish slavery — ^that each state must act for itself. Now, this 
being the fact, their duty, we conceive, is clear ; and our task, in urging them 
to its discharge, is clear too. Let them, sir, use their influence upon all who 
solicit their suffrages, at every election ; let them say to every candidate, in re- 
lation to slavery, what each of us means to say to our candidates, in relation to 
Church-rates, '* Are you resolved upon its abolition — upon its utter, its unquali- 
fied, its immediate abolition ; because, if not, you are not my man V* Let them 
make up their minds to push this question, and to act consistently with them- 
selves; and thus, although they may not soon succeed, they will deserve a simi- 
lar euloglum to that which our Lord pronounced upon the women : '* They hav 
done what they could.'* But, sir, they must succeed; despite Van Buren's 
oracular and presidential opposition, they must succeed. I hold in my hand his 
inaugural address, in which I find he avows himself " the inflexible and uncom- 
promising opponent" of the abolitionists. I should like to stand front to front 
with Van Buren, in order to remind him of a few things, which, to our minds, 
are especially dear. I believe the Duke of Wellington once declared himself 
** the inflexible and uncompromising opponent" of reform. And he was a firm 
and inflexible opponent, sir ; but somehow we have reform. Thanks to the in- 
domitable spirit of the British people, we have reform. I believe Mr. Canning 
once declared himself '* the inflexible and uncompromising opponent" of the 
Test and Corporation Act repeal ; and he was an inflexible man. But, despite 
his inflexibility, those unrighteous acts were repealed. Thanks to the indomitable 
spirit of Christian principle, the sacred rite of our religion is no longer " an oflBce 
key,apicklocktoaplace." Ibelievea certain party in the West Indies once declared 
themselves " the inflexible and uncompromising opponents*' of the missionary 
cause. And verily by their acts they showed themselves to be inflexible men. 
But the missionary cause is still existing there. Thanks to a gracious Providence, 
the men who denouneed our missionaries — the men who demolished our chapels 
—are constrained to hold their peace, or, what is better, to join in the support of 
the cause which they once resolved to destroy. I believe there was an English 
king yfho once declared himself ^' the inflexible and uncompromising opponent" 
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of the advancing tide ; and as, invested -with all the paraphernalia of Britisk 
ro3^1ty, he seated himself in majesty on the shore, he seemed to be an inflexi<* 
ble man. Bat, somehow, the tide advanced and reduced tiim to the extremely 
a-wkward dilenmia of yielding his inflexibility, or of being destroyed by the 
power which he had defied. Thus, Sir, precisely thus, will Van Buren. He has 
deemed it right to imitate Canute in the occupation of his position, and he will 
doubtless be compelled to imitate him by abandoning it without much delay« 
The stem magnificence of the republican President will no more be able to resist 
the rising of American emotion and of American resolve, than was the gaudies 
magnificence of the English monarch able to resist the advancing tide. The tide 
of American emotion is rising — already it toucheth the feet of the haughty 
republican ; and, urged onwards by Christian principle, and sustained by the 
power of God, unless he retire it will overwhelm him in ruinous disgrace. To 
contribute to that emotion — to assist in counterworking Van Buren's inflexi* 
bility — to secure the emancipation of every slave in the United States, is the 
object of the resolution which 1 now second with all my heart. 



ADDRESS OF THE BRISTOL ASSOCIATION OF BAPTIST 

CHURCHES. 

The following address was unanimously adopted by the parties on whose be- 
half it is signed, on Thursday, May 18th, 1837 :— 

The ministers and messengers of the Bristol Association of Baptist churches, 
met at Providence Chapel, Westbury-Leigh, Wilts, May 17th and 18th, 1837, te 
the members of the same denomination, in the United States of America, who 
txe associated with Abolitionists of that country, for the deliverance of the slaves 
and coloured people from Slavery and oppression. 

Christian Brethren, 

Many of you have learnt from the resolution of our last anniversary, meet* 
ing, that we cordially sympathize in the sentiments of great numbers of our 
coimtrymen respecting the monstrous system of slavery, and its attendant evik, 
still existing in so many states of your otherwise favoured and happy repubUofc 
We had been accustomed to refer to the rapid multiplication and prosperity of 
the churches of our denomination in the United States, as a staking exemplifi- 
cation of the evidence borne by Scripture in favour of its distinguishmg pecu^ 
liarities, and of the extent to which they may be reasonably expected to prevail, 
wherever the principles of Christianity and the rights of men shall be fuDy 
recognized. You may appreciate our astonishment and grief when we learnt 
that so large a portion of these churches and their pastors are not merely the 
apologists of this atrocious system, but its administrators and participants in its 
revolting and tremendous responsibilities. We felt as if the denomination, so 
providentially and so signally honoured in the persons of its missionaries, as a 
means of hastening the downfal of negro slavery in the British dependencies, 
was especially called upon to purge themselves &om any participation in the 
guilt of its abettors, wherever found, by making common cause with the aboli- 
tionists of America. 

With this view we unanimously adopted the resolutions of last year, and it 
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sflbids UB gfeat pleamre to find that our asiociationg geneially ent^tained the 
same feeliog, and adopted a simflar mode of expressing it. We haxe leamt, 
with much satis&ction^ that this demonstration has contrihuted to induce manj 
of our brethren openlj to plead for the deliyenuioe of the oppressed. Our sati»- 
laction would have been greatly increased, had all the churches among you^ not 
personally implicated in its eTils, eTinced their sense of justice and rdigion, by 
protesting against the reyolting abomination, and joining in the oiy for its ex- 
tinction. Their not having done so is a powerful reason for our again adverting 
to the painftil subject, and assuring you of the delight which your conduct, un- 
der circumstanoea so trying to your integrity and conmstenoy, has afforded us. 
We devoutly pray, and oonfidently hope, that eveiy succeeding year may wit- 
ness accessions to your number, and that complete and speedj success may 
crown your efforts. 

We deeply sympathize in the increasing embarrassments and new sources of 
discouragement which recent political demonstrations must occasion to you and 
your coadjutors ; but we wish to assure you that we are far from auguring that 
they will retard or diminish the success that awaits you. Be not dismayed by 
the unseemly manner in which you have been denounced to your countrymen 
by those who, from their station and responsibilities, ought to have been supe- 
rior to party prejudice, and, by the influence necessarily accompanyii^ their 
office, to allay, instead of fomenting, the animosities jsging around them. Suffer 
not the violence of your traducers, to betray you into measures in any respect 
inconsistent with the heaven -descended principles on which your cause is 
founded, and which, partaking of the immortality and omnipotence of their 
Divine Author, vrill live and triumph when your persecutors shall have been for. 
gotten. To be branded as the enemies of your country, and as unworthy of the 
respect and oonfldence of your feUow-citizens, simply because you are the friends 
of the oppressed, is an honour for which you may be grateful, since^ in all ages, 
and countries, it has attached to many who are now regarded as the greatest 
benefactors of their species, and the lights and ornaments of the world. Our 
best sympathies and most fervent prayers attend you. StroBg in the justice of 
your cause, and assured of the approbation of the Most High, we trust that the 
increasing difficulties of your position vnll only prompt you to more vigoroui^ 
and persevering efforts for the attainment of the object on which your hearts are 
set, and we doiibt not that you shall assuredly reap if you laint not. 
Signed on their behalf at the unanimous request 

of the Attooiation, SH£M EVANS, 

Moderator. 

The Resolutions of the Worcestershire, and other Assodalions, in our next. 



OPPRESSION. 



And, marvellous thoogh it Bdem, this mooBter, wlt«n 

It took the name of slavery, as oft 

It did, had advocates to plead it»oaiiBe ; 

Beings that walked ereot, and spoke Ifte men ; 

Of Cbriatian perentagie desoended too, 

Aad dipped in the baptismal font, as sigo 

Of dedication to the Prince who bowed 

To death, to set tbe sin-bouod prisoaer free. 



Slabetrs til Ammf a^ 
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ADDRESS TO THE READER ON THE CONDITION OP 
THE APPRENTICES IN OUR COLONIES. 

This publication was undertaken principally with a view to awaken 
attention to the fact, that in the republican States of America, and among 
the Christian Churches in that land, Slavery, with all its train of 
abominations and curses, was not only permitted to exist, but even pallia- 
ted and justified from the press, the platform, and the pulpit ; and the 
Scriptures themselves called in to defend the system. Upon the passing 
of the Abolition Act in this country, having, as we supposed, washed our 
hands of all participation in the foul crime, we found ourselves in circum- 
stances, and it was equally the dictate of principle and benevolence, to 
look abroad, and exert our energies for its destruction wherever in other 
countries it had struck its pestilential roots. But we now find ourselves 
mistaken. Slavery ^ under another name, still exists in our own colonies; 
and whatever disgrace it may attach to our country, the world must know 
that the twenty millions which this country has paid, was not for the ex. 
tinction of Slavery, but for the change of its name. The narrative of 
James Williams, which is attached to the present number, and which 
ciinnot be read without a mixture of horror and disgust, fully confirms the 
suspicion long entertained, that the system is not dead, nor does it even 
sleep ; but that slavery at the present moment, with aU its attendant 
horrors and wrongs, its accumulated miseries and wretchedness, exists in 
undisturbed dominion in our own colonies, and among the subjects of our 
own Queen. Before we pretend therefore to take out the mote from our 
brother's eye, we must take out the beam from our own. America will 
not receive a lesson from us, regarding a crime of which we ourselves are 

V p 
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equallj guilty. And mortifying as it may be, and however paralyzing to 
the friends of the Negro in other lands^ the facts of the case must be pub- 
lished, and known to the world. 

Be it known, therefore, that when the government of Britain passed the 
great Abolition Act, by paying twenty millions as the price of the negroes' 
ransom, and for which they have had the plaudits of all the civilized world, 
the l^slators of our country had power enough to extract the money out 
of the pockets of the British people, but had not power enough, or principle 
enough, to carry their own laws into execution. Slavery, while dead in 
law, still lives in practice. The people have been duped, most miserably 
duped ; and the poor victims abroad will be sacrificed to the Molock of 
oppression, if we do not instantly arise and demand that the contract shall 
be regarded b^ the planter as the terms of it have been fulfilled by the 
Cnglish people. The conviction, long since entertained by the enlightened 
advocate of the oppressed, is forced upon us with irresistible power, that 
Slavery is a thing impossible to mend : there must be Slavery in all its 
lentireness, or no slavery at all. There is no middle process — ^no graduating 
step. Every man must be his own master, or subject to the unrestrained 
dominion of another. The system of slavery is so antisocial and disoi^n- 
izing, so effectually eats out the very vitals of sound principle, that no 
foreign legislature can ever reach (to any practical purpose) those who 
are under its blighting, and pestilential influence. It so brutalizes^ both 
master and slave, as to throw both of them beyond the power of public 
jopinion to reach, or of laws to controL 

The case is therefore clearly before the religious public of Great 
Britain. £ither the poor emaciated slave must wear out the remainder 
of his bondage under a slow process of murder, many of them never to 
see the auspicious morning of freedom ; or we must arouse ourselves, and 
raise again that anti-slavery agitation which obtained the abolition law of 
1834. Can we reconcile ourselves coolly to look on, with a full knowledge 
of these facts before our eyes, and see these victims of oppression, whose 
ransom we have so dearly purchased, ground down to death in the house 
of bondage ? It must not be ! 

That agency which abolished Slavery in law, must again be resuscitated 
to abolish it in fact. And the present is the most favourable moment for 
effecting this high purpose. We are on the eve of a general election as 
we were when the nation was aroused on a former occasion. Our repre- 
sentatives must be told that the cursed apprenticeship-scheme is nothing 
but slavery in disguise — that it must be forthwith abandoned. The dis- 
senter must forget his grievances, or at least hold them in comparative 
abeyance; the proud heritor of the national glory must be told 
that his country is disgraced by making lavre, which those for whom they 
are made, laugh at rather than obey; the reformer must see to it, that what 
he has already acheived is carried into effect before he aims at other objects. 
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AVe call then upon our Anti-slavery Societies, one and all, to re-organize 
themselves. They have been cheated out of the result of their former la- 
bours, and they must to tcork again. Arduous and disheartening ^ the 
labour may be, it must be done. The lives of thousands, and the comforts 
o£ tens of thousands are at stake. The last year of the apprenticeship wiU 
be by far the worst of all. When the tyrant can get no more out of his 
slave, he will have no motive for mercy. His last stripe will reach the 
heart. Again, we implore our fellow Christians to rise, and to demand 
that the benign purposes of the abolition law may be carried into effect. 
Already have Liverpool, Birmingham, and Glasgow responded to the call. 
In a few days a Public Meeting will be held in London, when we implore 
every friend to the honour of his country, and every man having a spark 
of compassion for the oppressed and heart-broken among his fellow crea- 
tures, to lend the aid of his presence and support. The disclosures which 
Mr. Sturge (the Howard of the age) and others will then make, must 
awaken zeal in the most torpid heart, and utter a voice which the colonial 
office of our country will not dare to stifle or disregard. 

Should any be disposed to urge that it is not worth while to petition 
now, as the period of full emancipation is so near at hand, let him read 
the following Address signed by fifteen of our Missionaries, and presented 
to Mr. Sturge just before he left the island of Jamaica. They know the 
facts and the urgency of the case, and are men whose character and whose 
credit is far beyond the shafts of calumny to reach. — What is their lan- 
guage? 

"We cannot refrain expressing our deliberate opinion of the total unfitness of 
the apprenticeship system as an act of preparation for freedom ; and that it is to 
the unparalleled patience of the apprentices, and not to its tolerant spirit, 
that the present peaceful and prosperous state of the island is attributable. 

" To you we unhesitatingly declare our belief, that this mockery of freedom is 
worthless as a preparation for that state to which it can have no possible affinity ; 
that, while it represses the energy of the negro, it has rendered him distrustful 
of the British public, by whom he considers himself to have been cheated by a 
name ; that it has entailed, and is still entailing, excessive suffering, especially 
on the mother, and her helpless and unavoidably neglected offspring ; and that, 
to secure its termination, no effort can be considered too great. 

"We, do therefore, most earnestly entreat you, on your return to your na- 
tive land, to exert your influence to effect the total abandonment of this system 
in 1838. 

"But if every effort fail in procuring the abolition of the term of apprentice- 
ship to the predial apprentices, that those advantages may at least be secured to 
them to which they are entitled by the provisions, imperfect as they are, of the 
Act for the Abohtion of Slavery. 

"We further urge you to watch with vigilance any law which may be intro- 
duced in the Imperial Parliament, or passed by any of the colonial legisla- 
tures, to curtail the liberty of the negro after the termination of the present sys- 
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tern ; and any enactments of a restrictive and oppressive nature^ calculated to 
keep them moie degraded than any othen of their fellow-subjects for one mo- 
ment beyond that period. 

''Your own observations in this eolony must^ we think, have convinced you 
that the costly apparatus by which it was intended to secure a measure of pro- 
tection to the negro, is in many instances made instrumental in carrying on a 
system of coercion and oppression as odious as that from which he was intended 
to be freed. 

''We cannot but express our regret at the apathy manifested of late by some 
of those friends in England, who so long and so zealously exerted themselves in 
behalf of the injured sons and daughters of Africa, and must consider that the 
responsibility rests on them, who have the power to obtain justice for this still 
injured people, for any consequences that may take place ; meanwhile we shall 
continue to exert our influence to tranquillize their minds under every disap- 
pointment, and to induce them to bear with patience the wrongs they are called 
upon to suffer. 

" Is the abridgment of suffering such as we know to be inflicted, by the space 
of two year««— the abridgment of it by that period to so large a number of our 
fellow-creatures — not worth being in earnest about? I envy not any naan the 
possession of a heart that allows him to think or say so. Were it mon^^ instead 
of years we should do what in us lies to effect the deliverance. If we do not 
succeed:, we at least enjoy the satisfactory reflection of having done our duty." 



TO BRITAIN. 

Britain slaveholder still \ Well does the name 

Comport with deeds of honour and of fame ! 

And is it thus ? — and dost thou know it is. 

Yet shrinkest not to bear a stain like this ? 

Thou didst, thou doit ; and with a boon wouldst buy 

The heaven-sent gift of natal liberty ! 

But thou hast bought its title, not itself. 

For still thy sons are hoarding human pelf. 

Content to doubly cheat thee — of thy gold. 

And, of the freedom they so basely sold ! 

Aro«se thee from thy lethargy. Why sleep 
Thy boasting senators o*er crimes so deep ? 
What were they bandied round from hand to hand. 
No home to shelter in a tyrant'land ; 
The minions of some despot-driver*s nod. 
Without a guardian, 'most without a God ! 
What were they doomed to bear the horrid lash, 
Each thong a stroke, and every stroke a gash ? 
What were they severed from some valued heart, 
TiU every snapping fibre seem'd to start. 
Wounding as wounded ; — and each wound a pain 
That life would sink beneatib, if tried again '! 
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Oh, there are sorrows in a negro's tear^ 
That lifeless apathy would writhe to hear ! 
Yet, Britain, thou dost mock, with pageant-pride, 
A spot that leprodizes all heside ! 

Weep, if thy eyes are marbled not; — and own 

The God-heard echo of a negro's groan ! 

True sympathy is feeling wttfc— then/or ; 

I'he eye must see, before the hand can draw ; 

The head must know before tiie heart cvafeel ; 

Look, then, and weep ; — and while thou weepest kneel, 

That all the millions of the slaughtered dead, 

Kise not, to breathe their curses o'er thy head J 

But long this stigma will not blot thy page ; 
The present shame, disgust the future, age ; 
Britannia cannot smile when blood is spUt, 
Nor dye her hands in never-djing guilt ; 
Nor where our banner in ils proudness wares, 
VICTORIA'S name resound, Ths Queen of Slaves ! 



FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE. 
No. IV. 
AMERICA. 

Having in previous numbers reviewed the state of our slave trade treaties 
with all the governments of the continent of Europe and in the South American 
States^ we now turn to the United States of North America, and as briefly as 
possible^ state what has been done in regard to the abolition of the slave trade 
in this quarter of the globe. Here, the direful curse of slavery is not confined 
to distant colonies, nor the traffic in men, women, and children, carried on in 
distant coasts only, but slavery exists in her very bosom, and the accursed 
trade in mankind, is carried on here, on the same j;erms, and with as little com- 
punction, as the trade in the beasts of the field, or in the productions of the 
soil. Slavery and the Slave-Trade exist in most of the States, and both are 
protected and fostered by them all. Of her domestic slavery, and of the 
buying and selling of her own subjects, however, it is not intended to treat in 
thcEe pages, but to confine them to statements regarding the African branch of 
her slave trade. 

No fewer than nine acts, having for their ostensible object the abolition of 
the foreign slave trade, have been passed by the Legislature of the United 
States, between the 22nd of March, 1794, and the 5th of May, 1820; that of 
the earliest date prohibited ^'the earr3dng on of the slave-trade to any foreign 
place or country ;'* and that of the last date declared the slave-trade to be 
piracy, and affixed the punishment of death to the crime. Thus all that can be 
effected by mere enactments, appears to have been done, but still the American 
slave-trade has flourished on the Afiican coast. How is this ? Some solution 
of the question may perhaps be found in the state of her treaties with this 
country. 
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The senate of the United States appeared at one period to Lave entertained 
a similar opinion ; for in the year 1807 they adopted the following resolution, 
viz: — 

''That the oomndttee^ to whom was referred the petition of the committee of 
the yearly meeting of the Society of Friends at Baltimore^ be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the laws of the United States on the 
subject of the African slave-trade, as more effectually to prevent the said trade 
from being carried on by the citizens of the United States under foreign flags ; 
and also into the expediency of the United States taking measures, in concert 
with other nations, for the entire abolition of the said trade,** 

From the spirit evinced by this resolution, hopes were entertained that the 
government of America might be induced to enter into a treaty with this 
country for the suppression of the slave-trade, and that the important measure 
of a mutual right of search might be agreed to, — ^a measure which appeared to 
afford the only means of secxuing the effectual execution of the laws already 
passed for that purpose. Accordingly, in June, 1818, Lord Castlereagh ad- 
dressed a letter to Mr. Rush, the American minister in London, stating the 
necessity which existed for some effectual concert being established amongst 
the principal maritime powers, to prevent their respective flags being made a 
cover for an illicit slave trade, and showing, that whatever might be the state of 
the law on this subject , the evil would continue to exist; and that in propor- 
tion as it assumed a contraband form, would be carried on imder the most ag- 
gravated circumstances of cruelty and desolation. His lordship referred to the 
treaties abeady concluded with other powers for this purpose, and urged on the 
attention of the American government the advantages to be derived fron\^ their 
accediiig to a mutual right of search. To this despatch^ an answer was return- 
ed in the following December, by order of the President, which stated, that the 
American government was desirous of a total abolition of the foreign slave-trade, 
but declined to enter into any treaty for its suppression. Year after year has 
the illicit American slave-trade continued to flourish ; and year after year, have 
the advances made by this country for a treaty for affording mutustl facilities 
for its suppression, met with like failure. The last effort was made in concert 
with the King of France, who joined the British government in inviting Ame- 
rica to accede to the conventions lately concluded between the two former 
powers ; with how little success, the following letter from the French minister 
to Earl Granville will show. It is a remarkable document in the history of the 
slave trade : it is as follows, viz. : — 

Paris, 11th January, 1835. 

M. l'Ambassadeur. — I received with the letter which your excellency did 
me the honour to write to me on the Sd inst., copies of two despatches and of 
their enclosures, from the minister of his Britannic Majesty at Washington, 
relative to the refusal of the American government to accede to the Conventions 
between France and Great Britain for the repression of the slave trade. 

Tlie Cabinet of his Britannic Majesty will doubtless agree with us in consi- 
dering, that any further effort to induce the government of the United States to 
accede to these Conventions^ as offering for the present at least, no chance of 
success. 

(Signed) "DE BIGNY/' 



America. 295 

Thus the government of America is the only civilized government on record 
"wliieh has refused, and that too on a mere point of etiquette, to make a concession 
to the universal desire of all Christian men ; and has positively declared that 
*' under no condition, in no form, and v^ith no restrictions, will the United 
States enter into any convention or treaty, or make any combined efforts, of 
any sort or kind, with other nations for the suppression of a traffic" which she 
lias denounced as piracy, and declared those engaged in it to be worthy of 
tieath. 

The result is natural. — Private advices from the coast state, that abeady is 
the American flag taking place of the Spanish and French flags, which are fast 
disappearing in consequence of the late treaties. In a short time, therefore, it 
is probable, that the flag of America will cover the whole of the slave trade. 



For the foregoing hasty glance at the steps which have been taken by the 
English government for the suppression of the traffic in man, we are principally 
indebted to the publications of the Anti-Slavery Society ; the reflections which 
arise from the review are of the most melancholy character. That such effi^rts 
should be necessary to prevent man from being the oppressor and murderer of 
his fellow man, presents a woful picture of human nature ; and that the eflTorts 
which the philanthropists of Britain have made should after all be attended 
with scarcely any permanently good efiects, shows how much more potent man 
is to evil than he is to good. But of all the melancholy and sickening views 
which the benevolent mind can take of this affair, is, that the system is 
<!arried on, and that too on its widest basis, and most malignant character, 
by men with the Bible in their hand, and the words justice, righteousness and 
mercy, issuing from their lips ! This exhibition of incongruities however is hap- 
pily confined to one spot. There is only one nation under heaven that we 
know, professing to feel and act out the evangelical truths of the Bible, have ever 
tried to mix up such opposites as the gospel and slavery. This is however at- 
tempted on a very large scale in the Southern States of America. A cowskin 
or whip in one hand, and a Bible in the other — teaching for the good of the 
soul one day, and selling both body and soul the next — ^inculcating the relative 
duties, and then violently rending them asunder for mere gain, are objects not 
transacted in the back regions, out of the notice and beyond the reprobation of 
intelligent and reflecting men, but in their towns and cities — ^yea, within sight 
of their very capitol, and under the very eye of their legislators. O ! if there ar© 
any sights upon earth that might tempt the infernal spirits from their dungeons 
to witness and to rejoice over, surely it must be the exhibition of such bare-faced 
hypocrisy, such horrid inconsistency ! 

But we shall be told that the Americans have long since by law abolished 
the African Slave Trade : — ^so far, they did wdL But what was their motive 
in doing this ? Is it not evident that it arose from no conviction of the moral 
obliquity of the practice, not from any high sense of national justice and honour ; 
but from the low and sordid dictates of convenienccr If the former had been 
the motive, why do they now stand out as almost if not the only nation under 
heaven who refuse to co-operate with Britain in the annihilation of the traffic ; 
why do they not go hand in hand with us in this high moral enterprize } We 
ask nothing of them on the high seas which we are not willing to concede in re- 
turn ; we should inflict upon them an ordeal to which we are not most willing 
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to subject ourselves : and therefore it can be no feeling of national pride or jea- 
lousy. . Is it not evident^ that to the slave system itself they are wedded by an 
indissoluble bond ; and that every interference with it^ direct or indirect, shall be 
watched with an eagle*s eye ? 

But what credit can a nation gain for the annihilation of the fcNreign slave 
trade^ when what is ludicrously called the domestic slavte trade, is carried on by 
law, and to an indefinite extent ? What a pitiable reUef to a bvok^-hearted hEOS- 
band,or wife, or parent, to know that the object of affection is not taken beyond the 
wide seas ; that the maoHBtealet is not a foreigner btit a native ! What a bull- 
ing consc^tion to see that the coffle of manacled and soulnitrieken relatives are 
not put into a large slave-ship and carried to another continent, but into a flat- 
bottomed long boat, conveyed along the streams of the Mississippi, and only 
landed in another State ! The hope of ever seeing each other again is just as 
desperate in the one case as in the other— The separation is for life in each ; and 
when these separations do take place, they are almost always destined to a sonth- 
cm latitude, where it is known to every disconsolate parent, that the servi- 
tude is more severe, the treatment more cruel, and the hope of ransom more 
hopeless. 

To object to the foreign slave-trade therefore, on any coBsiderati(»is of mora- 
lity, or justice, or feeling of any kind or degree, and to indulge in such bnital 
practices as these, is most obviously to strain at a gnat and to swallow a camel. 
Yea, it is worse ; it is doing that to their own countrymen^ to their own servants, 
to their fellow- worshippers in the some temple, to the professors 6f the same 
fiiith and hope, that which they will not do to the uncivilized natives of another 
continent When will this people, the admiration of the world in many'thingS) 
see this their national sin, and wash their hands of so foul a disgrace ? 

A review of the negociations for the suppression of the slave trade compels ul 
also to the melancholy conclusion, that to expect to extinguish slavery by 
cutting off the supply of slaves, is utterly futile and hopeless. If ever the trade 
in African slaves is annihilated, it must be by cutting off the market for them. 
Nothing less than the extinction of slavery will ever stop the slave tradis. This 
is a conviction to which almost every enlightened philanthropist, as the result 
«f a long and expensive process, has at length arrived. To attempt to stop'tbe 
trade while such a nation as America, vrith her almost boun<Uess shores and iil- 
munenbte harboiirs, winks at the trafiBic, and refuses to subject hsr 9ag to any 
in^eotion,. is a wasteful expenditure of property and ^ort. The combing 
£eet of Europe, and the whole property of the world could not. effect it, Noj 
we must expend our energies in another direction. We must appeal to their ho- 
nour — to their sense of right and wrong — to their justice — to their religion — ^to 
their conscience. We must shame them out of practices fit only for j^vages, 
'mid the barbarous ages of the world. We must teach them by our exaifiiple 
«nd by argument that the system is just as injurious to their interests as* it is 
^sgxaoeliftl to their character ; that it is a mighty obstruction to theii spintilal 
welfare, and to the progress of the gospel ; that to attempt to bolster up^Ui^tSjrp^ 
tern by preventing discussion, by persecution, or gagging the press, is worthy 
only the meridian of Rome, or a college of Cardinals. And if we are permitted 
to do nothing else we will pray for them and weep over them; and earnestly 
watch the effi>rts of those of her enlightened children who see their national sin ; 
and are in earnest in attempting to wipe it from the national conscience. 
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ANNEXATION OF TEXAS TO THE UNITED STATES. 

The readers of English newspapers cannot be entirely ignorant of the 
movements which have recently taken place in regard to this portion of 
the Mexican republic. It has frequently been introduced into our se- 
nate ; and whether regarded in its political or its moral aspect, is an affair 
in which no man who is adequately alive to the character and progress of 
society, ought or can feel uninterested. 

Whatever pleasure is enjoyed at the diffusion of knowledge, and civili- 
zation^ and religion^ among any portions of the human family, must of ne. 
cessity be reversed, when we see a host of cruel marauders break in upon 
an unoffending state, introduce among them by force habits of lawless 
violence, robbery, and murder, extend the range of oppression and injus- 
tice, and throw back to an almost indefinite period all hope of rescuing 
the human family from the crime and curse of slavery. 

Especially is this change in the political relations of this part of the 
world all.important to the United States^ as it is of sufficient extent to 
partition off into six or eight states^ each of which would be based upon 
th^ slave system, and each send its representatives to Congress^ thus 
throwing the balance of power most completely in favour of slave-holding 
and despotic measures. 

We have for some time wished to introduce this subject before our 
readers, but the history of it embraces such a length of time and such a 
multitude of contingent events, as to have rendered it out of our power 
. to compress it into the limits which our pages would admit. The great mo- 
ral cause of the revolution is however so admirably brought out in the fol- 
lowing article from the Ohio Philanthropist edited by J. G Bimey^ Esq. 
that it supersedes the necessity of any labour of ours ; and it moreover is 
important that the aspect and leaning of the American government 
towards the slave question should be known to all the world, that it may 
take its proper place in the category of nations, at the head of the arbi- 
trary and despotic sovereignties of the world; a people that ''frame mis- 
chief by a law;" that have ''used oppression, and exercised robbery^ and 
have vexed the poor and needy ; yea, have oppressed the stranger wrong- 
fully." This is their character among all nations who know what true 
liberty is, and who have learned that first lesson in Christian morals, "to 
do to others as we should wish others to do to us." 

It may be necessary to state to some of our readers, that Texas is a 
part of the great continent of North America, immediately contiguous to 
the United States. It is that portion of the Mexican territory comprised 
between the Mouths and the Sources of the Sabine, Rio del Norte, and 
Arkansas, or Red Rivers. It is bounds on the east and north-east by 
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Lotuniana and Arkansas ; on the west and 8oiit1i.w0st hj th^ Mexican 
States of Coahuila^ Tamatdipas, and New Mexico ; on the south bj'the 
Golf of Mexico ; and on the north by the Red Rirer. 

Fr^m the Ohio Philanthropist, April 2Sth. 

Report of thelCommittee of the Harrisburgh Convention, on the relationa of the 

United States and Texas. 

Considering this sul^ect as one of the highest importance at the present, mo- 
ment^ your Committee have deemed it advisable to give it a thorough investir 
gation ; and in doing so, they have found it necessary to recur to the proceedi9g3 
of those concerned in it as £ir back as the period of the termination of the 
''Missouri Contest." — This is, indeed, absolutely requisite to furnish a correQt 
idea of the subject in all its bearings. It shall be done, however, as concisely 
as the nature of things connected with it will permit. 

From various public documents and well authenticated statements now be^ 
fore your Committee, they gather the following important facts and cirqungi- 
stances : 

The question of separating the Territory of Texas from the republic of 
Mexico, for the especial purpose of adding strength to the slaveholding party in 
the United States, was not distinctly acted upon (though long entertained by 
many) until the year 1820. By the decision of Congress, in the admission of 
Missouri to the rank of a state in this confederacy, the system of slavery was 
positively interdicted in all the remaining territory in the United States above 
the line of 36 degrees and SO minutes of north latitude. This narrowed down 
the region, in which the establishment of new slave states was contemplated^ (jO 
the circumscribed limits of Arkansas and Florida. As the slaveholders fores^nf 
that, in process of time, the numerical strength of the free states would balance 
that of the slaveholding states in the national councils, even with the advantage 
they possessed of voting by proxy for three-fifths of their human ''property,^ 
they now resolved to obtain the territory of Texas, to preserve their preponde- 
rating influence, if it should be in their power. 

The first conspicuous advocate of this measure, who took a decided sta^d 
upon the principle aforesaid, was a distinguished political writer in Missouri. 
He treated largely upon the subject, and his sentiments were extensively pro- 
mulgated by the press in all the slaveholding states, &c. Many others, without 
distinction of political party, soon united with him in attempting, by various 
incians, to impress on the minds of the slaveholders the necessity of the acquisi- 
tion of Texas. But as no legal claim to this territory could be sustained by this 
government, efforts were made to obtain a cession of it from Mexico, for a por 
cuniary consideration. This overture was promptly rejected by the Mexican 
|iutbonties, and other means were devised for the accomplishment of the object. 
. Previous to this period, several persons from the United States had obtained 
extensive grants of land from the Mexican government, for the establishment of 
settlemen4;s in Texas, and every exertion was now made, to throw in a popula- 
tion that would favour the slaveholding interest. — The system of slavery had 
been abolished throughout Mexico ; but these new settlers, proceeding mostly 
from the adjoining slaveholding states, evaded the laws relating to this subject 
with impunity, in consequence of internal difficulties then existing in the Mexi- 
can Republic. 
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' Atlengtk t]be«ettler9 and adventurera applied to tlie General Qovernnient of 
Mexico fQ£ tl^e privilege of organizing a state within the limits of Texas. They 
generally^ though privately avowed the intention of re-establishing the system of 
slavery, in contravention of the national laws. Their application was rejected ; 
and they soon thereafter took up arms and declared their independence of the 
IV^exlcan republic Many individuals and military companies, strongly armed 
and equipped, proceeded immediately from the United States, to participate in 
the contest : — andj)y a fortuitous circumstance (the capture of the chief com- 
mander of the Mexican forces) they have been enabled to maintain their ground 
for a time. By their own statements, we learn that their army consists almost 
wholly of citizens of this country. Influential slaveholders have made great 
exertions to furnish means, both in men and money, to promote the insurrection ; 
while the insurgents have adopted a constitution, legalizing slavery in its most 
horrible forms. They have also proposed an immediate acknowledgment of 
their assumed government, and its union with the states of this Confederacy. 
In addition to these '^ews of the subject before us, we must not omit to notice 
the following facts and circumstances : — ^The slaveholders are seconded in their 
efforts by the great land speculators in our free states, in the hope of realizing 
immense fortunes by the most extensive swindling operations. The slave-trade 
with the inhabitants of the United States haviijg been declared legal by the i^r 
surgents, and an extensive market for slaves being thus opened, a powerful im-^ 
pulse is given to both the American and foreign traffic in human flesh. The pe- 
cuniary profits of this traffic set at defiance all laws enacted by the different 
Christian nations for its suppression. Slaves from the African coast are fre- 
quently taken into the Texas country, as well as Louisiana, by way of Cub^. 
The high prices offered for them also encourage the practice of kidnapping frQe 
Coloured persons in the United States ; and even in the cities of Philadelphia 
and New York, regular establishments are kept up for the incarceration of its 
victims, and the barter of human blood and souls. . , 

Your committee is thus fully warranted in asserting, from evidence abundant 
and conclusive, that the proposal for the recognition of the independence o:f 
Texas, and its annexation to the United States, is a grand scheme of tl^ sl^ve* 
holding party in this country to extend their power and perpetuate the atroqir 
ties of their oppressive system with all its abominations, to an indefinite periodi 
—And they conclude with the reconunendation that this Convention enter its 
solemn protest against the measure, as one calculated to injure the cause of hvH 
manity, retard the glorious work of reformation, and endanger the peac^ and 
tranquillity of the United States. 

The following resolutions and memorial are also submitted to the Cony^tio^ 

for its consideration and adoption. 

B. LoNDY, Chairman, 

Resolved, That all Anti-Slavery Societies, and friends of the cause, throughout 
the United States, be requested to use proper exertions for the dissemination of 
correct information upon the subject of the contemplated re-establishment of 
slavery in Texas, &c. — and also that they endeavour to impress upon the minds 
of the people, generally, a sense of the danger which menaces our free institu- 
tions from that source. 

Resolved, That the following memorial and remonstrance be presented to the 
Congress of the United States, at as early a period as may be practicable, during 
the present session of that body. 
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MVMORIAL 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress 

assembled. 

The memorial of the Conyendon for iLe formation of an Anti-Slaverj Society 
for the 9tate of PennsjWania, assembled at Harrisburg, respectfully shewetk : 

That joai memorialists have learned witli sorrow and alazm^ that a proposi- 
tion is now before jour honourable body, to recognise the independence of tho 
government assumed to be established by the insurgents of Texas. Agamst Hum 
measure your memorialistfl^ in behalf of themselves^ of the thousands whom thoy 
represent, and of the principles long cherished by the people of Pennsylvajua ; 
in the name of liberty, justice, and humanity, enter their solemn and united 
protest. 

Facts, incontrovertible, which have come to thQ knowledge of your memorial* 
ists, warrant the belief that the insurrection in Texas has been aided by citizens 
in these United States : That its main object — ^the grand cause, of the move* 
ment as evinced by the sentiments and conduct of its advocates, and by the 
very condition of their assembled Government, is the rb-establishment of Do^ 
MBSTic SiiAVERY — the re-opening of an immense Slave Market — to set up anew 
the shambles for human flesh where the abhorrent traffic had been arrested and 
abolished by the legitimate authorities of Mexico— and Anally, to annex the ter- 
ritory to tlie United States : — ^From a regard to the national honoui^for the 
character of the age in which we live — ^for their obligations to posterity — and 
above all to the God of justice, your memorialists feel themselves called upon as 
Pennsylvanians, the representatives of freemen and Christians, to ofier their re- 
monstrance against any act, on the part of the countrj'^ of which they are citi- 
zens, which shall sanction or recognize a government which owes its origin 
to the base and unl allowed purpose of re-establishing slavery on the soil of li- 
berty. 

Your memorialists, therefore, respectfully but earnestly entreat your honour- 
able body, to reject the proposition for the recognition of the Government as- 
sumed to be established by the insurgents of Texas, as well as all attempts that 
may be made to connect it with the United States. And as in duty bound, &c. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Convention. 

F. Julius Lbmoynk, President. 

The preceding article appears to have been drawn up previous to the 
election of the President, and the assembling of the Congress. The fol- 
lowing is from the *' Philadelphia National Enquirer," written im- 
mediately after the recognition of the Texian States by the American 
Government, and expresses in indignant language the feelings of the 
right-minded patriots of that country on this disgraceful transaction. 

The deed is done ! Notwithstanding all that has been said, and written, and 
printed ; notwithstanding it has been clearly proven that the Declaration of In- 
dependence in Texas was the work of a lawless, marauding banditti from tlie 
United States ; notwithstanding this was known to the government, and the 
great mass of tlie people of this Union ; and although a majority of our senators 
in Congress were thoroughly impressed with the truth of this, and were de- 
cidedly opposed to the recognition of the sovereignty of the PIRATE POWER; 
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yeii in the face of all tbis^ our honeist citizens have been deceived and be- 
trayed by their representatives ! the Slaveholding Usurper^ have carried their 
point ! ! the nation is committed in support of their monstrous crime^ disgraced 
in the eyes of the worlds and subjected to the vengeance of unerring justice ! ! ! 

Our paper of last week had but just gone to press^ when the surpiising news 
YTBS received that the senate of the United States had passed Walker's resolu- 
tions, acknowledging the Independence of Texas, by a vote of 23 to 19 1 Svery 
item of previous information from Washington had led to an opposi^te conclu- 
ftion. It was well understood that a plurality of senators were opposed' ta tKis 
tiseasure. And yet when it came to a decision^ it resulted as aboVe tMii* 
ttoDed ! 

Thus the deed is done ! So &r as the accrediting of TWO Ministers Pleni^- 
potentiary from the Pirate Government, and the appointment of a Charge d'Aft- 
faires to it by our own^ can sanction the monstrous scheme of imtional marauding 
and national aggrandizement, — it is done! t The second grand step is now 
taken by the slaveholding party, which has most efiectually exercised its malign 
influence over our government, for the robbery and dismemberment of the 
Mexican Republic. The next, and final step, will be an application to Coilgress 
for the annexation of the territory to the United States. This will be done, the 
first moment that an opportunity is presented. 



CAUSE OF THE LATE AMERICAN PANIC. 

In the Annual Report of the American Anti-slavery Society, held the 
9th of May last, there is a statement of one of the causes which has led 
to the present derangement of the commercial affairs of that country 
which merits the attention, not of that nation only, but of every nation 
that has any thing to do, directly or indirectly, with the accursed and 
heaven-denounced system of slavery. Its effects are as insidious and as 
ramified as the plague; and its consequences are entailed, not only upon the 
hands polluted with the blood-stained system, but like the plague, its 
curse lies concealed in many instances in the very wares and merchandize 
which are raised by its adoption. 

The following passage occurs in the Report, an abstract of which has 
been forwarded to this country : — 

"The present collapse of commercial credit, as it has been in some degree 
brought about by slavery, so it will not fail to re-act upon it for the relief of the 
slkve. The capitalists, and mercantile men of Great Britain and our northern 
cities, anxious to share the plunder of the poor slaves in the shape of profits oH 
cotton, have outbid each other in offering premiums to slaveholding rapacity 
and prodigality in the shape of advances and long credits, till their enormously 
distended bubbles meeting others similarly inflated, by some slight jar, all have 
hurst together, and men are wondering after the localities of their departed glo- 
ries. One of the reasons of the present pressure, is that slaveholders have bor- 
rowed immense sums which they are unable to pay. Take the afiairs of a 
single cotton planting state, as an illustration. Mississippi has doubtless received 
her full share or one fourth part of the 250,000 slaves said to have been carmed 
by last yearns trafiic into the four southern cotton planting states. But sup- 
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po6e^ to allow fbr some exaggeration^ that she has zeoeived but SOfiOO^ aad tie 
price which has often risen to 1500 and 2000 dollais per head, has averaged 800 
dollars — ^and we have an outlay for slave labour of 40^000,000 dollais more tliaa 
the value of the whole cotton crop of the country at the present price. But this 
yea/s importation of slaves is only the last term of a series. The state xauat 
have been already in debt vastly beyond her resources. To pay this debt, she 
relied ultimately on the cotton crop, but immediately on the advances of ooitoii 
factors and the banking capital she had invited from abroad. That capital is 
said to amount nominally to 10^000,000 dollars based on 2,000,000 dollars of 
specie. The circulation is said to be 60,000,000 dolhu% Is it any wonder that 
these slaveholders, who to keep up with their prodigality, rapacity^ and debl, 
were obliged to swell every silver dollar of their borrowed money into 30 dollars 
of paper, should at last be unable to pay ? And is it not to be expected that 
before northern capitalists recover their share of this debt, their admiration of 
the peculiar institutions of the South will be essentially abated ?" 



TESTIMONY OF BRITISH CHRISTIANS AGAINST SLAVERY. 
Address of the Members of the Presbyterian Synod of Ireland distinguished by 
the name of Seceders, to their brother Christians of the American Church, 

Dear Brethbkn in Christ,— We have long looked to your country with in- 
tense and increasing interest, not as the home of liberty, or the scene of an im- 
mense experiment in which the destinies of the world are involved, but as ex- 
hibiting the sublimity of Christian enterprise, encircling the world, and embrac- 
ing the whole human family. Resolutions such as have been passed and carried 
into operation by your Bible, Missionary, and Temperance Societies, have given 
to America a sublimity and a glory which her great rivers, lakes, and mountains, 
her great statesmen, and her free institutions could never have imparted ; and 
while we reflect with thankfulness on all you have already done, we look for- 
ward with high hope to enlarging fields of still nobler and holier enterprise. 
One melancholy consideration, however, mingles with all our sympathies to- 
waa^ds you ; while we hold up your bright example, that the world may rejoice 
in its light, our hearts sink at the reflection, that America, the land of liberty, is 
als» the land of the slave ; and that while her ships sail on the bosom of all the 
sesB, trophies of temperance-emancipation, and her missionaries in all lands 
proobdm ^Miberty to the captive, and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound,'' the victims of her oppression pine at home ; and cruel prejudice and 
heartless self-interest hold in degrading bondage tens of thousands, who have 
plov«d themselves worthy of every [right and privilege of man. Brethren, 
we have no wish to dwell on the many and aggravated wrongs inflicted by 
you OS your countrymen in slavery, nor to denounce in harsh terms the 
unjust a3id unchristian policy to which your pride or your fear has driven you ; 
we address you in love, and it is because we love you, and rejoice in the great 
things God has done by you, that we speak to you plainly and boldly, beseech- 
ing you by the God of the spirits of all flesh, and by the spirit of him in whom 
the bond and free are one, to let the oppressed go free and to break every yoke. 
Where the path of duty is plain we know nothing of impossibilities ; you have 
yourselves taught us that ^^What ought to be done ean be done, and should be 
done now." American Christians have already accomplished what fear and 
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8«IfishBess called impossibilities^ and they will accomplish more ; the same truth 
which has tetumed triumphant from many a field can conquer still, and we 
shall not wait long, tfll the foul blot on America's fair fame, the dark, unseemly 
plaj^e-spot, be wiped away for ever. Then shall the mouths of the gainsayers 
be stopped, and your example shine in unsullied lustre ; then shall your %ht 
break forth as the morning, and your health shall spring forth speedily ; your 
righteousness shall go before you, and the glory of the Lord shall be your rere- 
ward. If you take away from the midst of you the yoke, the putting forth of 
the finger and speaking vanity; if you draw forth your soul to the hungry, and 
satisfy the afflicted soul, then shall your light rise in obscurity, and your dark- 
ness be as the noon day. The Lord hasten it in his time. 

(Signed) John Edgar, D. D. 

Professor of Divinity, Royal College, Belfast^ 



At an Annual Meeting of the Liverpool Auxiliary to the Baptist Missionary 

Society, held in Byroni street Chapel, on June 13, 18d7> 

John Cropper, Jun., Esq., in the Chair, 

It was moved by the Rev. B. Godwin, seconded by the Rev. C, M. BinreU^ 
and carried unanimously, 

''That this meeting, having heard the authenticated statements of George 
Thomson, Esq., feels deeply afflicted and indignant that the Act, passed with a, 
view to effect th6 immediate Abolition of Slavery, has proved so far nugatory as 
to have placed those now called Apprentices in a State little better, and in maqy 
respects worse, than it was before Twenty Millions of British money were paid 
for their perfect liberation ; — and that therefore this meeting pledges itself, in 
the strength of Almighty God, not to relax in efforts until justice be rendered to 
the Slave and to the British people." John Cropper, Chairman. 



Letter f ram the Berks and West London Association of Baptist Churches in 
England, to the baptized churches in the United States. 

Dear Brethren, — ^At our recent assembly which was held at Chelsea, on the 
16th and 17th of May last, we bore you affectionately on our hearts, in a]l that 
relates to your purity, p^ace, and prosperity : but we cherished an especial sym- 
pathy with you in that great conflict with vnretchedness and sin, under the fona 
of Slavery in which we rejoice to know that, to a great extent, you are engaged. 
And upon this subject we address you. 

In slaveiy, as subsisting in the land you occupy, you see an evil which has 
sprung from causes over which you had no control, and for the origiaatian of 
you are not responsible. Your position in relation to it is highly critical and 
important. It has a direct tendency to modify, and of couise to deteriorate, the 
aspect of Christianity among you. The members of the churches are taken, of. 
necessity out of a community, whose tone of general sentiment is acted ixa. hy 
the existence of Slavery among them, and in many cases out of a community^ of 
actual slaveholders. 

Hence there is obviously a danger lest the temper of the churches should be 
far less elevated on this subject than it ought to be ; lest the ministry of the gos 
pel, and the discipline of the churches should be lowered in accommodation to 
it ; and lest this injustice and iniquity should obtain first a toleration, and th«n 
a sanction, where it ought to be most deeply bewailed, and most promptl}'^ re- 
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nounced. We are not deslrouB of making ourselves jud^s how far the tempo- 
rary toleration of slavery by the professed disciples of Christ may be (as it hits 
been alleged to be in part) inevitable ; it is enough for us to knovr, that it can 
be so only in part. In what part the toleration of slavery by Christians or by 
Christian churches is inevitable, is a question of casuistry, admitting, doubtless, 
of different answers in different circumstances, but requiring to be answered 
with scrupulous and resolute fidelity in all. The answer to it in any given case 
depends very much upon the feelings ; very much on the tenderness of the con- 
science ; on the spirit of love, on the sense of justice, and on the readiness to 
make sacrifices vvhen duty calls for them. But it cannot, surely, be disguised 
from you, that the prevalence of slavery in a community tends to blunt all these 
feelings, and to generate a race of Christians even, in whom they shall be ex- 
tremely defective and inoperative. The gospel ministry itself may become so 
modified as to lose its adaptation to the cure of this evil, inasmuch as the minis- 
ters may be infected by it, and the people may be unwilUng to hear ''sound doc- 
trine." Christianity, which is essentially adverse to slavery, and is destined to 
be not only its enemy, but its conqueror, may thus unhappily become its patron 
and ally ; and be made to cherish under her wings the dreadful mischiefs which 
she is ntted and called to destroy. Do not be offended with us, dear brethren, 
if we warn you against so obvious and so serious a danger. No greater evil to 
the world can arise, in any respect, than a lowering of the tone of Christianity 
by its professed disciples ; and in no case could the evil be greater, than in refe- 
rence to slavery — a system of iniquity and misery so widely prevalent, and so 
deeply rooted, as to require the strongest influences of the gospel for its over- 
throw. Let us entreat you, thereforcj to watch over the punty of the churches 
and the faithfulness of the ministry. Guard yourselves from a wish to have 
withheld from you any part of the counsel of God. Not only suffer from your 
ministers, but enjoin them to bring forth the clearest statements, the most 
searching inquiries, the most weighty motives, by which your minds may be 
enlightened and quickened in regard to your own duty, and by which, also, the 
just and salutary influence of the gospel may affect the opinions of the commu- 
nity at large. 

The caution and entreaty we have thus ventured to address to you, acquire 
greater importance from the consideration, that in the influence of Christianity 
fies the only hope of the abolition of slavery. No other power is at work for it 
now. But this has begun to operate, and is already working with a mighty and 
most promising energy. Many of 3'ou have taken a prominent and noble part 
in the strugo^le,^ and we trust all will shortly do so. We rejoice to know that 
your hands have not been more deeply stamed with this sin than those of other 
communities of Christians; and that m endeavouring to wipe away the stain, 
none are more forward. Our heart's desire is to encourage you in your exertions. 
We see in them the spirit of Christ, and we love his image in you. We share 
in your hostility to the powers of darkness, and are helping together with you 
in prayer. We sympathise in your trials and obstructions, whether arising from 
popular violence, or the hostile attitude of the civil power. But we know you 
will persevere. The voice, of millions in Great Britain cheers you on to the at- 
tack ; and we blend our voi^ie with the general acclamation. You must be suc- 
cessful if you be stedfast. There have been many battles fought in defence of 
slavery, but the defenders of it have never triumphed. They have been doomed 
to see their bulwarks, one after another, give way, and their victims, mass after 
mass, escape from the tyrant's grasp. And so it shall be still. And if, in the 
United States, there shall be fought the severest battle, there also shall be gain- 
ed the most glorious victory. Whoever may linger in this holy war, do you, 
dear brethren, even to a man, be in the van of the army that shall achieve it. 
The God of all power and might go before you and be your rere ward ! 

Signed by order and on behalf of the Association, 

Joseph Tyso, Secretary. 

Wallingford, Berks, June, 15, 1837. 

*^*" Other bodies of Christians have published similar testimonies, which we 
must reserve to a future opportunity. 
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APOLOGY FOR SLAVEHOLDING. 

From the merited abhorrence with which the entire system of slavery 
is viewed in this country^ it is to many persons a matter perplexing be- 
yond conception^ how any Christiail^ can be brought to adopt or justify such 
a species of cruelty and wrong. No man^ aoquaiiited with the workings of 
the human mind^ but will be ready to concede^ that there must be some 
process of reasoning by which even the slave-dealer and the man.thief 
justifies his conduct to himself. Habitually to violate his conscience is 
what no man can do for any length of time. Tt would be a source of tor- 
ment to him more than sufficient to counterbalance all the gains of 
injustice, or the sweets of arbitrary power. It would be to arm a fiend 
within him whose voice would antedate the misery of the damned. There 
must be a process, however hollow and delusive it may be, by which the 
ftbiettors of this system justify it to themselves ; and more especially is 
this evident, when we recollect the length of time, and the extent of 
country, in which it has been practised ; and that it has been but very 
recently that any general and open demonstration of public feeling has 
been exhibited against it. Even at the present moment, the active op- 
ponents of slavery form but a small proportion of the people of the north ; 
and in the south, searelily such a man is to be found ; and those who are 
there, dare not open their lips on the subject. It appeiirs, therefore, only 
an act of justice, that we should devote a page or two of our work to per- 
mit so large a class of professing Christians, ministers of the gospel, officers 
of Christian churches, and indeed more than one-half of the entire pro.' 
fessing population of America, to justify themselves, in their own lan>. 
guage, before their fellow-Christians in other parts of the Worlds This 
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we will now permit them to do ; and, moreover, we will bespeak them a 
careful and candid consideration on the part of our readers ; and we will 
not prejudice their cause by any animadversions of our own, either by 
way of prologue or epilogue, but leave their own statements to make 
their own impression. The first of the following papers is from the pen 
of the Rev. Mr. Plumeb, a leading minister of the Presbyterian deno- 
mination, apparently written in his official capacity, and obviously intended 
to embody the statements of that body of Christians with which he stands 
connected. 

MR. PLUMER'S REASONS, 
Before the Presbyterian Convention at Philadelphia, for leaving the Subject of 

Slavery untouched. 

1. When the compact, under which the General Assembly has attained to its 
present importance, was formed, every presbjiiery entering into the agreement 
(with not more than one exception, if indeed there was one) existed in a state 
under whose laws domestic slavery was established. It is incredible that in 
that compact it was ever contemplated to censure what was a common practice 
in nearly or quite all our presbyteries. Our first reason therefore is, that such 
action would be unconstitutional, and therefore wrong. 

2. All such action is contrary to the example and teachings of Christ and his 
apostles. It is not even pretended that they ever moved the question of the 
lawfulness of slavery. On the contrary, all they say on the subject is soothing 
to every feeling of asperity or jealousy or distrust, either in master or slave. 

8. It is impossible to enter on the subject without immediately interfering 
with the politics of the land. No question now before the American people is 
more intermingled with political interests and parties and legislation than is 
this. It is confessed that to agitate the subject of the basis of representation in 
any of our state legislatures, would justly clothe this body and the whole of the 
Presbyterian church with odium and suspicion. We know full well, however, 
that the foregoing subject might be far more safely discussed here, than that 
whose introduction we wish to prevent. Either of the foregoing reasons would 
fix our purposes on this subject. But we have other reasons which tend greatly 
to strengthen our determination, such as, 

4. That any action on this subject not asked for by us, necessarily proceeds 
upon a heavy indictment against the morality of the people of the slave-holding 
states. It immediately arraigns us as guilty, and puts us upon our defence. The 
people most concerned in the question of slavery, ought to be the party wishing 
for action. But we have never asked for any thing to be done by the Assembly . 
on this subject. If there be any immorality in the manner of holding slaves un- 
der the laws or contrary to the laws of any state, the church session or the pres- 
bytery is the proper court in which to commence process, and not the Assembly, 
which is the court of final judicature. — We utterly refuse to be accused or tried 
en masse for any thing. 

5. The men most ready and prominent in agitating the subject were, in Pauls 
time, men who knew little or nothing of it, but raved about questions. We 
have no reason to believe that human nature is changed for the better, and we 
do believe that if those who now agitate the subject, understood it, they would 
immediately desists 
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6. We would be basely recreant to our own good and that of our servants^ if 
we should meet to discuss this subject any where, and especially out of tb^ 
bounds of our respective states. We mean to govern and control under our aw- 
^ responsibility to God alone, both our children and our servants^ and do for 
them that which we believe to be most for their and our benefit^ without for a 
moment tolerating any interference with our domestic relations. 

7. We testify what we do know, that nought but evil, pure, unmixed and 
dreadful evil, has resulted to bond and free, black and white, throughout all the 
slaveholding states, from the excitement which has prevailed on the subject 
out of those states, and we are determined not to increase evils already so disr 
tressing. 

8. All that we, who reside in the slaveholding states, say and do on the whole 
subject is habitually so perverted, and our motives are so misrepresented, that 
we think it best to avoid all discussion and action, except such as may be ne- 
cessary for self-defence. Even were it proper at any time to say or do aught 
on the subject, the public mind is now ill prepared to receive, in a good temper, 
any thing that may come from us or from any other quarter on the subject. 

9. In a delegated body as large as the Assembly there will always be some 
who will avail themselves of the opportunity, which discussion preceding other 
action affords, to make irritating and insulting speeches. Feeling no direct or 
immediate responsibility to those who are peculiarly aggrieved by such remarks, 
they will even be wanton and cruel. We have no idea of needlessly permitting 
ourselves to be placed in a situation so unpleasant. 

10. Should the Assembly, after discussion, pass any vote on the subject, even 
by a large majority, nobody will be bound by such vote except so far as it may 
favor their peculiar views. Consequently, a battle fought one year will be re- 
newed the next, until the meeting of this body shall be the grand anniversary 
for biting and devouring one another. Our vnsh is to leave off contention before 
it be meddled with — to quit quarrelling before we begin it, inasmuch as strife 
always goes hand in hand with every evil work. 

11. Every concession^ which for the sake of peace and union we may at any 
time have made, has been grossly misconstrued into a consciousness of guilt, a 
confession that we had a bad cause. We have no doubt that such would be the 
abuse of any concession which we might now make. We wish it fully \mder- 
stood that we have nothing whatever to concede on any branch of the subject. 

12. To admit any action on the subject would render us ridiculous in the eyes 
of those who have no interest in the general subject, contemptible in the eyes of 
our enemies, and odious to our own dear people and fellow-citizens of the slave- 
holding states. 

13. We foresee very great evils which must arise unless this whole subject be 
immediately put to rest. For ourselves, we are determined to avoid these evils. 
The agitators of this subject will unquestionably overrun some portion of our 
land with incalculable calamities unless speedily checked ; and we, in common 
with all our fellow-citizens in the South, are determined that our respective sec- 
tions of the land shall not be the field of ruin. If calamity must come, it shall 
be to those portions of the land, where good men, professing neutrality and 
lacking firmness to resist the torrent^ have let in the overflowing scourge. 

14. Any discussion not miserably tame, however cool, kind, scriptural, and 
defensive it might be on our part, would necessarily inflame passions already 
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oveifaeaAed, and would tui an «xoitem«nt wliiek we be]i«v« to be, in itt origia, 
principles^ and spirit, fieroe, impertinent^ leekless, and wieked. 

1^. We are perfectly well satisfied with oar own previous and present ooarso 
in relation to this whole subject.— We have no cases of conscience to submit to 
the Assemblj, or any other body of men, or any brandi of it Our eoascienoeB 
accuse us not. We do not, therefore, wish anything to be done in a matter res* 
pecting which we hare no scruples to lelieve, but have a very plain course 
marked out before us. 

16. We do firmly belicTe, that the recent excitement on Uiis whole sub* 
ject owes its origin and maintenance, in no small degree, to seTccal unworthy 
causes. The first is a spurious and feverish philanthropy. This has afieeted 
iOffie. The second is* a fimaticism, deep, and dark, and irild, and malignant, 
which has engaged a few. The third is a design of wily, partisan politicians, 
who wish to produce a certain state of things in the country, well understood by 
themselves. This has had great influence. We are fully determined, in reliance 
upon God, never to be the factors or the subjects of such infiuoices as these. 

17. Finally, should the Assembly take up this subject and legislate upon it, 
and decide that slaveholding is a sin, then, of course, the posons who should 
thus vote would wish the southern churches cut off for iouDorality, »^ the 
southern churches would all feel themselves instructed by the apostle Paul to 
''withdraw from such." Thus our church would be rent asunder, and southern 
and northern Presbyterians and Congregationalists could no longer meet even in 
a social way, and hail each as brethren. Well, the work of division thus begun 
must go on, and soon another, and another, and yet another denomination will 
divide by North and South. Thus the strong bond of religious friendship will 
be broken. Then nothing is left to be d<me to finish the work, exc^t to arouse 
and inflame the infidelity and the animalism of North and South against each other, 
give the tocsin of disunion a blast, and rend the star-spangled banner in twain, 
and soon the hostile forces will be marshalled against eai^li other, and the 
Potomac will be dyed with blood. Can it be that the righteous Judge of all th^ 
earth has so dreadful a controversy with the Presbyterian church of the United 
Statesas to give her up to the folly and madness of being the first to hoist the gat^ 
and let this flood of desolation roll in. 0od forbid that a punishment ^o terrible 
should await us I 

These are some of our views. Though I have the pleasure of knowing that I 
have uttered sentiments approved, to a letter, by several good men, both in the 
South and in the North, yet my name alone is to be connected with these stater 
ments. The Lord give wisdom and ^ace to all who love our Lord^esus Chris^; 
in these days, when men's hearts are failing them for looking fo^ those things 
which shall come to pas9. 
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The following article is an abstract of two discourses, preachod by an 
episcopal clergyman, by which we have an insight into the kind of theology 
adapted to ^he atmosphere of a dave state. 

, '' THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF SLAVEHGLDEBS. 

** This is the title of two discourses, delivered on Sunday, Nov. 27, 18S6, in 
Christ Church, Raleigh, N. C, by Geo. W. Freeman, Rector of the church. A 
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eommitt^a of the S«nat«> tlidn in temioii^ requetted their pablication. Bishop 
Ives, in a note tp the author, says he listened to the discourses ^ with most un- 
feigned pleasure/ and desires their publication 'from a conviction of their 
being urgently called for at the present time.' — Both sermons are from this text : 
Ck>]. iv. 1« Masters, give unto pour servants that which is Just and equal, knowing 
that ye also have a master in heaven, 

** The author aigues that the word rendered servanty in the text and elsewhere 
in the Scriptures^ means slaves ; that it is one of the penal consequences of sin 
— an effect of ' that doom ' — Cursed is the ground for thy sake, <5fc. ; that Abra- 
ham was a slaveholder ; that ' not a word, disapproving the practice, ever fell 
from his (the Saviour's) lips ; that the apostles, though they frequently spoke of 
slavery, yet never did it ' with one word of disapprobation ;' that Paul reclaimed 
and sent back to his master ' a fugitive slave ;' that slavery ' was sanctioned by 
God himself;' that the slaves have great reason to be contented and thankful, 
that the curse pronoaiiced upon Ham has been changed into a blessing with re- 
gard to them, in consequence of their introduction into this country from Africa. 

'' The conclusion then is, says the author, ' no man, nor set of men, in our 
day are entitled to pronounce it WRONG ' — and ' we may add that slavery, as 
it exists at the present day, is aoreeable to the order of Divine Providence. 

" The preacher next addresses masters, on their dudes to their slaves ; that 
they be not overworked, or unmercifully punished ; but, on the contrary, that as 
* the labourer is always worthy of his hire,' the just * hire' of these people is, 'at 
the least, a complete and comfortable support ; and that oral instruction should 
be given, especially to the children ; because 'if after all we should fail of mak- 
ing our slaves sincere and humble Christians, still we might well hope to succeed 
in making them more useful servants and better men,* 

" The preacher concludes by reminding masters (he being one) that they have 
*a master in heaven,* even Jesus Christ, who will one day appear as their Judge, 
and reqnire of them to give a strict account of their stewardship ! That he is 
master of the slave in the same sense as he is their master ; that both are his 
property; both bought ' with a price,' even the price of his own precious blood; 
both redeemed by the same merciful Lord, 'and shall receive our final account 
from the same mouth.' The discourses are concluded with the parable of the 
King who would take account of his servants, and the injunction of the Saviour, 
' He that hath ears to hear let him hear.' 

"Reader, to this complexion will all slaveholding preachers come at last. 
Slavery must be defended from the Bible. The ' institution ' must be upheld as 
one of mercy, as a blessing to slaves, to the masteist and to the country." 



SLAVERY THE CAUSE OF THE AMERICAN PANIC. 

A paper was inserted in our last number on the cause of the late Ame- 
rican panic. Since that publication was issued, the papers received from 
America from different parts of the Union, fully corroborate the view 
there given ; and its importance fully justifies us in laying the following 
additional statements before our readers. 

The following description of the melancholy and desperate condition of 
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one of the Slave States is extracted firom the ''Ohio Philanthropist " 
of May 19th. Providence is evidently teaching those by his frowns who 
refuse to receive instruction from his word. 

''The news £rom Mississippi is of the most dishearteniDg chaiacter. Letters 
from gentlemen of the highest standings in various quartos of that state, tell of 
things that would not have been dreamed of two months ago. 

*' Negroes that three months since cost 1200 to 1600 dollars each, can be 
bought in any part of Mississippi for 260 to 900 dollars cash. This description 
of property, whose increased vidue depended entire^ upon the late exorbitant 
prices of cotton, has there come down to a level with the present depreciated 
rates of the great staple, leaving the unfortunate purchaser minus thousands. 
The loss on this kind of property alone is enough to bankrupt the State^ But 
the misfortune does not stop here. 

'' The planters had anticipated their props, and received and expended three 
fourths of their value months ago. On the delivery of the cotton so bought and 
paid for, they mutually came forward, and expected to mortgage as it were, 
their labour, capital, and time, for the next twelve months, in order to procure 
sufficient of the necessaries of life for the support of their negroes, and get 
means for carrying on their plantations, pitching their crops, &c« To their sur- 
prise, the 4th of March and its attendant destruction came upon all their ex- 
pectations, and crushed them in an instant. They are now left without provi<* 
sions and the means of living and using their industry, for the present year. In 
this dilemma, planters whose crops have been from 100 to 70O bales, find them-*- 
selves forced to sacrifice many of their slaves in order to get the common neces- 
saries of life for the support of themselves and the rest of their negroes. In one 
instance, a small planter whose hopes ran high last winter, and who owned 
twenty- two slaves, sold three of his best men, for which he had actually paid 
3200 dollars, for 850 dollars, to buy pork and corn for the remainder. In many 
places, heavy planters compel their slaves to fish for the means of subsistence, 
rather than sell them at such ruinous rat^s. There are at this moment thousands 
of slaves in Mississippi, that know not where the next morsel is to come from* 
The master must be ruined to save the wretches from being starved." 



From the Friend op Man, May 31. 

'^ Rival politicians have exhausted their ingenuity to trace out and expose 
what they conceive to be the principal cause of our present distress. It is re- 
markable that they have not hit upon a single supposed case, that is not itself, 
a well known and undeniable effect of slaveholding, 

"During the forty-eight years since the establishment of the Federal Constitu- 
tion, there have been only two short periods, of four years each, in which a 
sktveholding administration and a slaveholding policy have not governed this 
people, and what marvel if the interests of free labour and free commerce should 
suffer under their rule ? We have established tariffs and repealed them ; we 
have chartered national banks and unchartered them, and we have manasred 
every other department of political and financial economy, just as the dominant 
statesman of the South have seen fit to dictate. And the South moulds her 
policy to suit the interests of slaveholding. She holds the sway because the 
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Oonstitution gives her a disproportionate representation in compliment to bcr 
' policy of alaveholding. Just so far, therefore^ as the commercial distresses of 
^he country are the result of a bad national policy (if it be so)^ just so far they 
are the result oi slaveholding, 

'' Another class of politicians very confidently trace our present embarrass-* 
ments to an inflated paper money and extended credit system. They affirm 
that the producing classes are made the prey of overgrown and disproportionate 
hordes of traffickers and speculators, who prefer to live by their wits instead of 
their hands — who choose to earn their bread by converting the agricultural pro- 
ducts of the country^ its barrels of flour and its bales of cotton, into so many 
holies of dice^ or packs of cards, to gamble with^ instead of adding to their num- 
ber by their own honest labour — who even cut up the soil of the country into 
one vast chess-board^ dotted with anticipated villages^ and checkered with the 
intersecting streets of cities yet to be buUt, that they may themselves pocket to- 
day, the earnings of the labourer that is to cut down the forests and build the 
cities of coming generations^ half a century hence. 

" There is reason to believe that these causes exist, and have had their share 
in producing our present troubles. But these causes are only the effects of a 
previously existing cause. Sober and patient industry once characterized the 
descendants of the pilgrims. Whose example has set them agog to live v^thout 
labour, upon the labour of the producing classes ? It is the example of the 
slaveholder! What has made honest industry disreputable? Slaveholding I 
Where was the first lesson learned, that it was more honourable to live in idle- 
ness than to subsist by labour ? Among slaveholders. Where did the mania of 
gaming conunence, that has swept so fearfully over our country ? Among slave- 
holders. Who first invented the device of carrying to market, to-day, the earn- 
ings of the labourers whose woA was to be performed in coming years ? The 
slaveholders ! 

" There are times when even merchants, in all their hurry and bustle, are 
obliged to pursue, and look at the fundamental principles and facts by which all 
the pecuniary matters of a community must ultimately be governed. Such a 
crisis is the present. We have just returned from the city of New York. Such 
a change in public sentiment and feeling we never before witnessed. Heaven 
grant the impression may be salutary and abiding. 

" We sauntered slowly, one day, through the centre of mercantile operations 
in New York. We contrasted the present appearance of things with the eager 
bustle and joyous anticipations of a year ago. An old acquaintance tapped us 
gently on the shoulder. He had been a merchant in the city for a number 
of years. We had known him when he commenced the race of life vrith no 
capital but his industry and good name. We had known him when he num- 
bered, by estimation, his hundreds of thousands. He was among the ardent 
opposers of abolitionists in 1884. In these trying times he always eyed us 
askance, or, what was more commonly the case, took care to let his eye 
rest on some other object, when we were passing each other on the side 
walk. But now, it was not so. We had heard his name mentioned among 
the list of the recent failures. His youthful acquaintances — though abolition- 
ists, were not unheeded by him, now. Immediately after the first salutation, 
he began, — 'well — these times are doing more for abolition in one day, than 
all your societies in a year. I should have been a rich man, if I^had learned 
wit enough not to trust the slaveholders.' 
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^* Parting with thit Hia^ we itept into the oomatinghodise of % fAbtA who 
has a laige establishment and a paTtner in one of the dties of the South. 
To this gvntleman I had never broached the * delieate subject ' of abolition- 
ism, well knowing that it was his utter abomination. But he now introduced 
it himself. 'A few months ago/ said he, Hhe Richmond Enquirer was 
boasting that the South had one hold upon the North, which would b<iii|^ 
them to terms. That hook was commerce. The North could be made to 
put down the abortionists, when they saw it was the only meanv of securing 
southern custom. But now,' continued the merchant, 'the North has got 
its belljr full of southern custom. Southern debts, on an ayersge, are sot 
worth ten eents on a dollar, nor are they likely to be, lor a- quarter of a 
eentuiy to oome. No ! Nor nener ' [added he, with gteat emphasis] ' ao 
kng as the slave system continues, and so long as Northern merchants re- 
tain th^ senses, or remember the catastrophe of 1897/ 

*^ The following item will serve as an illustmtion of what we are now 
saying. And the testimony comes from the citadel of the riaTehc^der. 

Bankruptcy of New Orleans. 
Trom the New Orleans Bie of the l5th May, 

''The liabilities of the cotton &ctors and buyers are commensurate with 
the exports of the city — say seventy-five millions; including the responsi- 
bilities of the actual planters, the amount may be one hundred millions. 
But, taking into consideration the amount due on land or real estate specu- 
lation, the actual indebtedness of New Orleans may be fairly estimated at 
two hundred millions. From what sources can this amount be presently 
produced? Acceptances have been given twelve months in advance on 
crops; cotton buyers will lose nearly forty per cent on their purchases and 
exportations ; and land speculators are from five to twenty-five years in ad- 
vance of the productiveness of their lands and lots. Factors have nothing 
for their acceptances; planters can make nothing by the present price of 
cotton — eight to ten cents per pound; buyers must lose on exportation, in 
consequence of the depressed condition of the Liverpool and Havre mar- 
kets; and the land and lot speculators have only a representative value of 
about one dollar in twenty. 

' Relief is therefore almost impossible ; and some of the most discreet and 
experienced citizens judge it preferable to allow the evils of their present 
onward and fearful course, which may probably continue for six or eight 
months longer. The commercial horizon is so obscured, that scarcely a ray 
of hope glimmers in the vista. All is darkness, doubt, and despair." 



Thb " MAaxET '* HAS FALLEN. — Ouc of thc chicf souTCCs from whence our 
Southern " brethren " derive their wealth in prosperous times, and to which they 
could always resort for relief in times of embarrassment like the present, seems 
to have almost entirely failed them, if we may credit the accounts given in their 
own papers. They can not eell one another^ for any thing like a decent price ! 
Only think ; a MAN vrill not fetch more than about 160 dollars now, though 
just as fat and healthy as he was a year ago, when he would bring 1200 dollars! 

What a falling ofi'is here ! Why^ we begin to think there are no decent meu/ 
at the South ; for if there were, they would command better prices. — From the 
Republican ifonitor. 
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AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

This Society held its fourth anniversary at the Broadway Tabernacle, on Tues- 
day morning. May 9th, ARTHUR TAPPAN, President, in the chair. Prayer, 
and reading, the Scriptures, by Rev. LEICESTER A.SAWYER, of New Haven, 
Conn. The Report of the Executive Committee was read by the Corresponding 
Secretary, Elizur Wright, Junr. 

Abstract of the Fourth Annual Report 

The Report commences with a tribute to the memory of the venerable Geotgo 
Benson, one of the Society's Vice* Preisidents, and Thomas Shipley, and Edwin 
P. Atlee, two of its most active and -devoted managers ; which it improves as an 
admonition that the time is short in which we can plead the cause of the Lord's 
outraged and down-trodden poor. It proceeds to state that 483 new Societies 
haver been organized during the year, making the whole number 1006. State 
Societies have been organized in Michigan and Pennsylvania, while those already 
existing in seven other states, have prosecuted their labors with increasing zeal, 
energy, and success. The number of presses wholly or in part devoted to tiie 
propagation of Anti-Slavery doctrines, has been greatly multiplied ; while op- 
posing presses have, in numerous instances, given marked indications of their 
sensibility to an approaching turn in the tide of public feeling. 

The amount of funds placed iu the hands of the Committee has not been as 
great as was expected at the last anniversary. The total receipts have been 
3-6,667 dollars 92 cents, being an increase over the receipts of last year, of 10,701 
dollars 62 cents. Of this, a much larger sum than last year has been expended 
on the support of living agents. The issues from the press have been as follows, 
viz. : — 

Bound volumes 
Tracts and pamphlets 
Circulars, &c. 
: Prints 

Anti-Slavery Magazine 
Slaves* Friend 



. , 7,877 
47,260 
. 4,100 
10,490 
, 9,000 

. 130,160 


Anti-Slavery Record 
Human Rights 
Emancipator 

Total 


103,000 
389.400 
168,120 


. 669,387 



Upwards of seventy agents have been appointed during the year, sixty-five 
of whom have been in the service of the society for longer or shorter periods. 
Their success is most marked and cheering. Three of the agents have devoted 
themselves exclusively to encouraging our coloured brethren in the free states, 
in their laudable efforts to rise, by education and virtuous industry, above the 
cruel prejudice which is crushing them in the dust, and through their degrada- 
tion, darkening the despair of the slave. The statistics of our coloured popula- 
tion, their grievances, and the obstacles which have opposed their advancement, 
have been searched out They have been encouraged to form societies for mu- 
tual assistance and improvement, to support schools, to put their children where 
they can acquire trades, and to apply themselves to more independent and 
substantial occupations than those to which they are chiefly devoted in our 
large cities. In the western sUtes they are inclined to purchase, clear and cul- 
tivate the public lands ; and the good effect of their zeal and success in this 
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enterprise, both upon themselves and their white neighbours, begins to be hap- 
pily developed. 

The agent in Ohio, who, for the sake of encouraging coloured men to become 
cnltivators of the soil, has placed his head-quarters in the wilderness, twelve 
miles from any post-office, writes : " People are coming and buying every week. 
My wife gets new plots from the land office every now and then, that she may 
be able to give them directions where to look for lots." He says of the colored 
people of that state, whom he has laboriously searched out, " The abolition 
breeze that has blown over them, has been like the Spirit of God upon Adam's 
lifeless clay." The following, among other facts which he states, shows how the 
new life manifests itself. '' One man (in Springfield) who was a slave till he 
was about forty years old, has built a school-house at his own expense, on his 
own lot, which is occupied by a school with 30 scholars. J. Wise (in the 
vicinity of Springfield) bought himself in Vifginia. He rents a farm, raised a 
thousand bushels of com last year, &c. I n^et him driving his team of four 
horses to the village, with a load of brick. He has two children yet in slavery." 
" William Roberts also rents a farm, raised 4000 bushels of com last year." 
'^ Nimrod Morgan, a blacksmith^ owns his shop, house and lot." '^1 have found 
some very good farmers. One man, in Butler county, has taken the premiunv 
at the agricultural fair^ for three years, for the best sheep. I should consider it 
an honour to any man to have so well cultivated a farm as his. I have noticed 
that saeh men have generally the good will and respect of the whole neighbour- 
hind where they reside." Thus let coloured men become farmers, and strike 
thair roots de^ in our free soil, and they will infallibly rise above that prejudice 
wbieh.now makes us even hesitate to publish these simple facts, lest they should 
can forth mobocratio vengeance^ to defeat the experiment. . 

One agent has been employed to investigate the condition and prospects of 
the colored people in Upper Canada, where he finds a population of about lOyOOOy 
almost entirely fugitives from American oppression. Having crossed the line 
with no other wealth than their bodies and souls, many of them have made 
themselves quite comfortable, and some of them have become even wealthy. 
Several schoob have sprung up amongst them, by the efforts of the agent FuU 
and satisftustory evidence of their good behaviour and value as citizens, has- been 
given by the highest civil authorities, and by men of standing of different sects 
and parties. Says the Hon. A. G. Dunlop, member- of the Provincial Parlia- 
ment, for the county of Huron, " There are not, in his majesty's dominions, a 
more loyal^ honest, industrious, temperate, and independent class of citizens 
than the colored people of Upper Canada." Says W. L. Makenzie, Esq., also 
a member of Parliament, and the well known leader of the Reform party, '^ As 
a people, they are as well behaved as a majority of the whites, and perhaps 
more temperate. The value of this testimony will be appreciated, when it is 
taken into account that the blacks of Upper Canada, are, to a man, Anti-Re- 
formers, fearing lest Republicanism should carry them back to what they suffered 
in the United States." 

"Says John H. Dunn, Esq,, Receiver General of the province, and resident 
in Toronto, where there is a colored population of 600 personi?: "Although I 
fawebeen in the habit of daily contributing my assistance to a vast number of 
destitute poor, ever since my residence in this province, now seventeen years, I 
do not remember ever having been solicited for alms, by more than one or two 



American AntUSlavery Society, 315 

people of color during the vhole course of that period.*' — ^Many of these self- 
emancipated people are found to be very intelligent^ and capable of throwing 
much light upon the House of Bondage from which they have escaped. Their 
statements of the horrors of slavery which they have felt and seen, are so fuU^ 
definite, and circumstantial, with names, dates, and places, that, unless con- 
tradicted by more thana mere denial, they must command our belief. 

Several flourishing and antinslavery societies have been formed in the pro- 
vince, to cooperate with us in the moral warfare, and to bar out that prejudice 
which some of our white republicans are industriously exporting. 

One agent has been exclusively devoted to the dissemination of anti-slavery 
principles among children and youth, and with gratifying success. On looking 
into our present generation of revised and improved school books, it will be 
seen that those faithful finger-boards, which used to point the young mind to^ 
wards righteousness and liberty, and away from 49* SLAVERY, as from a den 
of abominations, are mostly torn down, and in their stead, in some of the 
popular reading books and geographies, pleasant lanes are opened, through 
which '^ Southern institutions '' look beautiful in the distance. Here is poison- 
ing at the fountain ! Had we expended ten times, nay, one hundred times, the 
efforts we have, to administer the antidote, we could not have been justly 
chargeable with overestimating the importance of the measure. Slaveholders 
dread the young abolitionists more than the old. 

Reference is here made to the deputation sent to the West Indies, tbe fiictt, 
respecting which have already been published. They proceed to give a tribute 
of commendation to the Misses Grimk^,and to the labours of Geoige Tbompmi, 
in Great Britain ; and in regard to his debate with Mr. Breckenridge, the tefld<< 
mony of Dr. Wardlaw is given. Reference is also made to the many earnest 
and faithful remonstrances which have been received from British Christians. 
Among the cheering results of Anti-Slavery action at home, it is mentioned as 
peculiarly encouraging that there has been great accession to our ranks of truly 
religious people of every denomination of Christians, indicated by the thorougb 
going anti-slavery resolutions passed and published by a multitude of rel^ioue 
bodies. Reference is also made to the aetion of several state legislaturet, tot 
show that the effisct of Anti-SLavery operations is beginning to be felt upon ]aige«j 
masses of the people. Nor are there wanting tokens that abolitioiusm is domg^ 
a good work within the bosom of the poor soul-enslaved South — kindfing v^ 
thoughts which it would be death to speak now, but which, in spite of deathy 
will burst forth anon. Many individuals, from the midst of slavery, have giveur 
the most solemn assurances that abolition principles are spreading among the 
white population of the South. " Don't give it up— don't bow down to slavery 
— ^you have thousands at the South, who are secretly praying for you," said a. 
Southern minister, on the adjournment of the New York Annual Conference of 
last year, to a minister who had been threatened with censure for assisting in 
the circulation of an abolition paper. '^ There is even now more of it [Abolition-' 
ismj at the South, than prudence will permit to be openly avowed," says tfae- 
Watchman, a paper printed at Salisbury, North Carolina. 

The Report also alludes to the present commercial distress, as having been in 
a great measure brought about b}' the great advances made by Northern and 
European capitalists, in advance for cotton, to enable the planters to purchase 
slaves ; and expresses the belief, that it will ultimately result in benefit .to^ 
the poor slave. 
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After ftUndiDg^ to Tarious indieationa of pto-slarery feeling at the Nortlr, 
the Report coacludea: All these things show the need and the efficieDcy of 
moral means at the North. Did time permit, we might dweU on the im- 
portant political measures to which Northern moral power is applicable. 
While abolitionists will most anxiously refrain from organizing themselves 
into a political party, and turning from their great work to promote the 
election of &vorites, they will not abstain from using all theit poHtical power 
to accomplish such objects as the preservation of their r^ht c^ petition tc^ 
every human being in the land, the abolition of slavery wherever Congress 
has the power, the exclusion of new slave states, and especially the annexa- 
tion of Texas, the removal of all political disabilities, on account of colour, 
the extension of the right of trial by jury, and the recognition of Haytiai^ 
independence. 

While reading the Report, Mr. Wright presented the celebrated remon- 
strance from the people of Dunbarton and the Vale of Leven, in ScotUmd, 
which was unrolled and extended up and down the orchestra, disclosing 
upwards of 4,000 original signatures. 



Rbvikw :— ^ Narrative of the Adventures and Escape of Moses Roper, 
from American Slavery, Darton, Harvey, and Dartou. pp. 106. 

MosBs Roper was the son of a slave in North Carolina : his master stood, as is 
very frequently the case in Slave States, in the double relation of &tber and 
master ; and, bearing too strong a resemblance to his father, both mother and 
child were sold soon after his birth. When about six or seven years old, he was 
sold again, and separated from his mother. His purchaser was a negro trader, 
who carried him southward; and after several sales and barters, he was purchased 
by Mr. Gooch, a cotton planter in South Carolina. 

The impression which will be made upon every reader of this narmtlve, will 
be, /* H true ? Those who know nothing of slavery but what they will find 
here, will say it is impossible ; and it certainly requires a credulity almost bor- 
dering on weakness, to receive the whole as truth. That a human being should 
be able to endure such hardships, that he should have been able so frequently to 
escape the vigilance of his owners — that bis tale should have been preserved 
with such minuteness of particulars, and that by a person who, during a great 
portion of the period referred to could neither read nor write, is almost beyond 
the bounds of belief. And yet, on the other hand, what conceivable motive 
can there be for deception. Before arriving on this country, whither he fled as 
the only place of perfect safety, he was strongly recommended by several very 
respectable ministers in America, to the friends of religion in Britain ; he has 
now for some time been in constant intercourse with us. He has stood the 
ordeal of the most severe examination, he has been solemnly warned of the 
consequences of deception ; how it would tend to his own injury, as well as the 
cause of freedom in general ; in this scrutiny we have personally joined ; and can 
affirm, that however incredible the tale may appear, we are perfectly unable to 
its statements, and can suggest no possible motive which should actuate the 
narrator to mislead his friends by statements which were not true. The work 
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wUl very soon be circulated among tbe very people whose conduct is so fully 
exposed; and though we cannot expect that they will plead guilty to the charge 
thus brought against thero^ an opportunity will be afforded them of disproving 
them if they can ; and if they cannot, perhaps it may have some effect on their 
hearts^ when they know that enormities like those practised on this poor un- 
tunate being, are known to thousands of their fellow-professing Christians in 
Britain, with whom they would wish to stand on terms of friendly intercourse^ 
and mutual respect. 

"As soon as Mr. Gooch got me home, he immediately put me on his cotton 
plantation to work, and put me under overseers, gave me allowance of bread and 
meat with the other slaves, which was not half enough for me to live upon, and veiy la- 
borious work ; here my heart was almost broke with grief at leaving my fellow- slaves. 
Mr. Gooch did not mind my grief, for he flogged me nearly every day and very severely . 
Mr. Gooch bought me for his son-in-law, Mr. Hammans, about five miles from his resi- 
dence. This man had but two slaves besides myself, he treated me very kindly for a 
week or two, but in summer when cotton was ready to hoe, he gave me task work con- 
nected with this department, which I could not get done, not having worked on cotton 
iBrms " ^lore. When I failed in my task he commenced flogging me, and set me to work 
without any shirt, in the cotton field in a vexy hot sun, in the month of July. In August, 
Mr. Condell, his overseer, gave me a task at puUing fodder ; having finished my task 
before night, I left the field, the rain came on which soaked the fodder, on discovering 
this, he threatened to flog me for not getting in the fodder before the rain eame. This 
was the first time I attempted to run away, knowing that I should get a flogging. I was 
then between thirteen and fourteen years of age, I ran away to the woods half naked, I 
was caught by a slave-holder, wbo put me in Lancaster Gaol. When they put slaves in 
gaol they advertize for their masters to own them ; but if the master does not claim his 
slave in six months from the time of imprisonment, the slave is sold for gaol fees. When 
the slave runs away, the master always adopts a more vigorous system of flogging, this 
was the case in the present instance. After this, having determined from my youth to 
gain my freedom, I made several attempts, was caught and got a severe flogging each 
time. Mr Hammans was a very severe and cruel master, and his wife still worse, she 
used to tie me np and flog me while naked." 

" After Mr. Hammans saw that I was determined to die in the woods, 'and not 
live with him, he tried to obtain a piece of land from his father-in-law, Mr. Gooch ; not 
having the means of purchasing it, he exchanged me for the land. 

** As soon as Mr. Gooch had possession of me again, knowing that I was averse to 
going back to him, he chained me by the neck to his chaise. In this manner, he took 
me to his home at Mac Daniel's Ferry, [in the county of Chester, a distance of fifteen 
miles. After which, he put me into a swamp, to cut trees, the .heaviest work which men 
of twenty-five or thirty years of age have to do, I being but sixteen. Here I was on 
very short allowance of food, and having heavy work, was too weak to fulfil my tasks^ 
For this I got many severe floggings ; dnd after I had got my irons off, I made another 
attempt at running away. He took my irons off in the full anticipation that I could ne- 
ver get across the Catarba River, even when at liberty. On this I procured a small In- 
dian canoe, which was tied to a tree, and ultimately got across the river in it. I then 
wandered through the wilderness for several days without any food, and but a drop of 
water to allay my thirst, till I became so[starved, that I was obliged to go to a house to 
beg for something to eat, when I was captured, and again imprisoned." 

*' Mr. Gooch having heard of me through an advertisement, sent his son after me ; he 
tied me up, and took me back to his father. Mr. Gooch then obtained the assistance of 
another slave-holder, and tied me np in his blacksmith's shop, and gave me. fifty lashes 
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with 8 cow hide. He ttien put a long chain, weighing twenty-fire pounds, round my 
neck, and sent me into a field, into which he followed me with the cow lude, intendin^^ 
to set his slaves to flog me again. Knowing this, and dreading to suffer again in this 
way, I gave him the slip, and got out of his sight, he having stopped to speak with the 
other slave-holder/' 

" I got to a canal on the Catarba River, on the banks of which, and near to a lock, I 
procured a stone and a piece 'of iron, with which I forced the zing off my chain, and g^t 
it off, and then crossed the river, and walked abont twenty miles, when I fell in with a 
slave-holder named Ballad, who had married the sister of Mr. Hammans. I knew that 
he was not so cruel as Mr. Gooch, and, therefore, begged of him to buy me. Mr. Ballad, 
who was one of the best planters in the neighbourhood, said, that he was not able to buy 
me, and stated that he was obliged to take me back to my master, on account of the heavy 
fine attaching to a man harbouiing a slave. Mr. Ballad proceeded to take me back ; as 
we came in sight of Mr. Gooch's, all the treatment that I had met with there came for- 
cibly on my mind, the powerful influence of which is beyond description. On my knees 
with tears in my eyes, with terror in my countenance, and fervency in all my features, I 
implored Mr. Ballad to buy me, but he again refused, and I was taken back to my dread- 
ed and cruel master. Having reached Mr. Gooch's, he proceeded to punish me. This 
he did by first tying my wrists together and placing them over the knees, he then put a 
stiek through, under my knees and over my arms, and having thus secured my arms, he 
proceeded to flog me, and gave me 500 lashes on my bare back. This may appear incred- 
ible, but the marks which they left at present remain on my body, a standing testimony 
to the truth of this statement of his severity. He then chained me down in a log-pen with 
a 40 lb. chain, and made me lie on the damp earth all night. In the morning after his 
breakfast, he came to me, and without giving me any breakfast, tied me to a large heavy- 
barrow, which is usually drawn by a horse, and made me drag it to the cotton field for 
the horse to use in the field. 

** After this, though still determined in my own mind to escape, I stayed with him 
several months, during which he frequently flogged me, but not so severely as before re- 
lated. ** During this time I had an opportunity for recovering my health, and using means 
to heal my wounds. My master's cruelty was not confined to me, it was lus general 
conduct to all his slaves. I might relate many instances to substantiate this, but will 
confine myself to one or two. Mr. Gooch, it is proper to observe, was a member of a 
Baptist Church, called Black Jack Meeting House, in Cashaw county, which church I 
attended for several years, but was never inside. This is accounted for by th^ fact, that 
the coloured population are not permitted to mix with the white population. Mr. Gooch 
had a slave named Phil, who was a member of a Methodist church \ this man was be- 
tween seventy and eighty years of age ; he was so feeble that he could not accomplish 
his tasks, for which his master used to chain him round the neck, and run him down a 
steep hill j this treatment he never relinquished to the time of his death. 

In the subsequent stages of this narrative, after recording many of the revolting 
features of slavery, he effected his escape, never more to be retaken, and was 
recommended to some of the friends of the slave in Great Britain. The narrative 
is still for the benefit of the sufferer, that he may enjoy the advantages of an 
English education, and be in some future stage of life, serviceable to the interests 
of those of his fellow-creatures yet in a state of hopeless bondage. 
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NATIONAL CONSISTENCY. 

An American Exposition of Acts xvii. 26^ " God hath made of one blood all nations 

of men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth" 



american dbclarati0n8. 

" Wk hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are cre- 
ated equal ; that they are endowed 
by the creator with certain una- 
lienable rights ; that among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
HAPPINESS." — Declaration of Independ- 
ence. 

" All men are by nature equally free 
and independent, and have certain in- 
herent rights; of which, when they 
enter into a state of society, they can- 
not, by any compact, deprive or divest 
their posterit}^ ; namely, the enjoyment 
of life and liberty, with the means of 
acquiring and possessing property, and 
pursuing and obtaining happiness and 
safety." — Virginia* 

" Through divine goodness, all men 
have by nature, the rights of worship- 
ping and serving their Creator, accord- 
ing to'the dictates of their consciences, 
of enjoying and defending life and li- 
berty, and acquiring and protecting 
reputation and property, and, in gene- 
ral, of obtaining objects suitable to 
their condition, without injury by one 
to another; and these rights are es- 
sential to their welfare." — Delaware. 

" All men are bom equally free and 
independent ; all men have certain na- 
tural, essential, and inherent rights ; 
among which are, the enjoying and 
defending life and liberty, acquiring, 
possessing, and protecting, property; 
and, in a word, of seeking and obtain- 
ing happiness." — New Hampshire. 

" All men are bom equally free and 
independent, and have certain inherent 
and indefeasible rights, among which 
are those of enjoying and defending 
life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, 
and protecting property and reputa- 
tion, and of pursuing their own happi- 
ness." — Pen nsylvania. 



AMERICAN PRACTICE. 

1. "Negroe^s. — A lot of uncommonly 
likely negroes for sale — fellows and 
boys. Sold for no faidt. Inquire," &c. 

2. " Ten dollars reward. — Run away 
from the subscriber, a boy named 
January; rather chunky built; with 
thick cheeks or jaws. The small part 
of his right leg having been broken, or 
badly hurt, shows differently from the 
left, which is notable ; and he savs 
done by a horse when he was small. 
Any person that will bring him to me, 
or lodge him in some safe gaol, so that 

I may get him,^ shall have the above 
reward from me. William Watson.'' 

3. " Negro men wanted. — Cash will 
be paid for negro men from 18 to 30 
years old. Apply at the store of Gra- 
ham and Hope.*' 

4. "Negroes wanted. — Cash will be 
paid for likely negroes of both sexes, 
from the age of 10 to 20 years. Per- 
sons having such to dispose of may ap- 
ply to Hugh McDonald." 

5. *' Brought to Augusta gaol, on the 
I7th inst. a negro man who calls him- 
self Riley. The owner is requested to 
come forward, pay expenses, and take 
him from gaol.' 

6. " This day, the 6th inst., will be 
sold, at the north of the Exchange, at 

I I o'clock, a wench about 38 years old, 
a field hand, with her diild 10 months 
old. Also a wench, 45 years old: a 
good dairy woman, poultry minder, 
and nurse. Conditions, cash." 

7. "Cash I cash ! cash !— -The high- 
est prices will be given for negroes of 
every description. Apply in Beaufain 
Street, one door from CJoming-street. 

8. "Fifty dollars reward.— Run 
away from the subscriber, his negro 
woman, Patsey, about 45 years old« 
She has two scars on the right cheek, 
made by the whip. The above reward 
will be given to any person who will 
deliver her to the subscriber : or 25, if 
in any goal, so that I can get her. If 
she was not stolen, it is expected that 
she has endeavoured to get back to 
Virginia, where she was raised. She 
was bought of John Lane, a negro 
speculator..— Henry Bird.'* 



RESOLUTIONS PASSED ON THE SUBJECT OF AMERICAN SLAVERY, 

At the Annual Meeting cf the Butke Aeeociatian of Baptist Churches held at 
Cheniee, May XI, 1837^ thefolhwing reeoiution voae unanimously adopted: — 
That tbe members of this Association feel unabated anxiety for the speedy 
abolition of daveiy in the United States of America, and again a£fectionately 
and strongly urge upon their brethren in that country the duty of exertin^f all 
their influence for the remoyal of so great an evil ; at the same time expressing 
a fervent hope> that on no occasion^ and by no party, carnal passions may be 
substituted for those spiritual weapons which are "mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds." 



Reeolutions of the South Devon and Cornwall Aeeoeiation of Baptist Churches, 

held in St. Austell, May 10 and 11, 1837. 

May 11. — The sub-committee appointed to draw up resolutions on the sub- 
ject of American Slavery, submitted the following, which were unanimously 
adopted. ^ ^ 

I. That the principles and objects of the North American Anti-Slavety Society 
command the cordial approval of this Association. 

II. That, as the inaugural address of the lately elected President of the United 
States manifestly tends to strengthen the pro-slavery interests in that country, 
and to discourage the frioids of abolition, we feel ourselves called on to renew 
our decided testimony in behalf of the cause of justice, humanity, and freedom ; 
and to beseech all our Christian brethren in America, to lend their consenta- 
neous and undying efforts to the universal and tota| abolition of slavery in their 
own land, and throughout the world. 

III. That copies of these resolutions be transmitted to the Editor of ''Slavery 
in America," for insertion in that work. 

(Signed) John Niohoi.son, President, 

W. Fitz-Er Burcbbll, Secretary. 



Resolution of the Worcestershire Baptist Association. 

'' This Association embrace the present occasion afforded by this annual 
meeting to express their tender Christian sympathy with such of their Baptist 
brethren in America as are abolitionists, under the very trying circumstances in 
which they are placed. In thus renewing the expression of their good-vrill to 
their trans-atlantic brethren, they would take the liberty of reminding them that 
the American President is not the first who has issued his mandate, forbidding 
the disciples of Christ to speak any more in their Master's name ; and that, in 
their belief, his high behest will prove equally futile with the fulminations of the 
Sanhedrim, and of the Vatican, with every other despotism, both ancient and 
modern. And this association assure their American brethren, that they will be 
borne on their hearts at a throne of grace, during the interesting and tremendous 
conflict in which they are engaged, till the great victory in the cause of troth 
and righteousness, peace and love, shall be achieved." i..^.. 



J. Haddon, Castle Street, Fhisbury. 
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